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Dealing With False Teachers 
 
 
Introduction: 

     This week we have been dealing with the subject of false teachers, in out preaching and teaching, 
even in our Sunday School lessons. I have put this together from the past Sunday morning’s 
message. I want to deal with that subject this morning as part of this lesson for the Thursday Series, 
“Dealing with False Teachers.” 

     Our text this morning is taken from II Timothy, while your turning there I want to remind you of 
what Paul tells us in Galatians chapter one: 

Galatians 1:8-9 

8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. 

9 As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have 
received, let him be accursed. 

     The Apostle Paul gave this warning twice. Not just once but two times, back to back. Two time in 
order to get a clear cut point across. The Apostle John tells us in his second epistle.  

II John 1:9-11  

9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 

10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid 
him God speed: 

11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 

We must know how to deal with false teachers, and we must know that we have an advisory the 
devil going about like a roaring lion, seeking who he may devour. He will not change this doctrine 
up completely so that it is very visiable to the born again believer. However he will just twist a word 
or two here and there. Let’s look at our main text this morning from II Timothy chapter four, 
dealing with this subject of false teachers.  
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II Timothy 4:1-5 

1  I charge thee therefore before God, and the LORD Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the 
dead at His appearing and His kingdom; 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine.  

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry.  

     I want to show you for things that are addressed here in this text. When you will see why I get so 
fired up over the garbage being put out from behind pulpits in America.  

1. The Charge. 
2. The Commission. 
3. The Challenge. 
4. The Conflict. 

Paul tells young Timothy: I charge thee therefore before God, and the LORD Jesus Christ. 

1. The Charge. 

     This is the charge that every man of God has, that has been called of God of the work of the 
ministry. This is a command, because the Greek used here in this verse has with it the idea of 
issuing a forceful order or directive. The man preaching God’s Word needs to take this charge very 
serious; because Paul says: I charge thee therefore before God, and the LORD Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom. 

     This charge is mandated before God who has called. And the LORD Jesus Christ who shall judge. 

- Christ is the Judge; as John 5:22 tells us: For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son. 

     This charge is given before the Creator and the Sovereign Judge of the Universe. The One who 
will judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom. For those Shepherds, Pastor-
teachers, and preachers, who get out of line, God will deal with them.  

Jeremiah 23:1-2 

1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! Saith the LORD. 
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2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have 
scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the 
evil of your doings, saith the LORD.  

     Christ is very serious about His Charge. He will not only judge at His appearing but my friend 
concerning His charge; the LORD will take care of business right here and now. Those that stray 
away from the truths, and make this thing about them, the LORD said He would pay them a visit. 
Behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.  

     Kind of makes you wonder about these going about doing theirown thing, that have 
compromised the truth. This Charge is From He who is faithful, So if He has left them to their self, 
makes you wonder who they really belong to. Because those that have been given the Charge, also 
has His commission. 

2. The Commission. 

II Timothy 4:2 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine.  

     God’s men have been commissioned to preach the Word. Not to shun from the responsibility, and 
not to run from it: 

Jeremiah 1:5 

5 Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.  

     Then said I, Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak: for I am a child. 

     Say not, I am a child, for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee 
thou shalt speak. Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then 
the LORD put forth His hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put 
my words in thy mouth. See, I have this day set thee over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root 
out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build up. 

     This is why a preacher must preach on sin, because the fallen depraved man must be brought 
down before he can be built up. This is the means of the gospel, this is the man of God’s commission. 

Paul said: - So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  

     Paul told the Ephesians Elders in Acts 20:20 when he was saying goodbye. 
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20:20 – And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but I have shewed you, and have 
taught you publicly, and from house to house.  

20:27 – For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.  

Was that not the first part of the commission? To Preach the word;  

II Timothy 4:2 

2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 

     This means to be ready at all times; a faithful preacher must proclaim the Word even when it is 
not popular or seemingly convenient. The dictates of popular culture, tradition, reputation, 
acceptance, esteem, or popularity must never altar the true preacher’s commission to preach the 
Word of God. 

     The negative side of the commission: reprove, rebuke,  

     Part of the commission is to correct behavior and false doctrines in love to help them see the 
error of their actions.  

Reprove - This is correcting. Part of the commission is to correct behavior and false doctrines in 
love to help them see the error of their actions.  

Rebuke - This is  the stern correcting that deals more with a person’s motives, in why they do what 
they do; their way of thinking that by this rebuke it might convict them of sin and lead to 
repentance. 

     Then we have the rest of the commission - exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  

     We are to exhort, instruct with all long suffering and doctrine. That means all doctrine, hold back 
nothing, but to declare the full counsel of God.  

1. The Charge. 
2. The Commission. 
3. The Challenge. 

     This is what we are facing, not just pastors and preachers; but all of God’s children. The entire 
church, this is our challenge. 

II Timothy 4:3  

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 

     Paul said the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.  
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     That word endure, is better translated tolerate. 

     The Apostle Paul is basically saying here: that the day will come when people in the Church will 
flock to those preachers who appeal to the natural man and the flesh of men and not the spirit. 

- They offer prosperity and the blessing of God apart from repentance and obedience.  

     This is our challenge, this is what we as the body of Christ are up against.  

4. The Conflict. 

II Timothy 4:4-5 

4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  

5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry.  

     Can you see why I get so fired up now about this stuff. People ears are being turned away from 
the truth and turned to fables. Jesus said  -  I am the way, the TRUTH, and the life. People are being 
turned away from Christ, and it is happening in so called Christian establishments. This is what we 
are up against: 

II Timothy 3:1-5 

1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 

2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
are good, 

4 Traitors, heady highminded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; 

5 Having the form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.  

     Have you ever asked yourself what type of people is Paul speaking of here? Having the form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof. Folks these are people in the Church, professing 
believers. Paul says in verse seven of chapter two: Ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.  This is our conflict, and God’s people need to be bold and declare truth in 
the face of all adversity. Because peoples ears are being turned away from the truth and turned 
unto lies. 
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Matthew 7:21-23 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

     What type of people are these in this text? Evil, vile, wicked people. No these are church goers, 
preachers. Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and 
in thy name done many wonderful works? 

     In closing I want to show you this: we were not promised an easy road. We will encounter 
adversity among even those who profess Christ. How are we to deal with this challenge and this 
conflict? 

II Timothy 2:19-26 

19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are 
his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 

20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; 
and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 

     Paul said your going to have difficulties, right in the church; but the LORD knoweth them that are 
His, and let them that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. This is how we are to deal 
with this: 

21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet 
for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. 

22 Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart. 

23 But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will. 
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     This is how we are to fulfill the charge and the commission the LORD has given us when dealing 
with the challenge and the conflict. Persevere in the Charge from He who is faithful when dealing 
with this and we are to be bold like the LORD told Jeremiah. Be bold when dealing with these false 
teachers.   

 


