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FOLLOWING IN JESUS’ STEPS 

I Peter 2: 21-25 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

In our Easter message last Sunday, I preached about learning how to die, following 

Jesus’ example. Today, I want to pick up the theme of following Jesus’ example 

and call us to live as He lived and died. John 5:1-18 tells an amazing story of Jesus 

visiting Jerusalem during a feast of the Jews. While He was there, He visited near 

the Sheep Gate a pool, with five porticoes, called in Aramaic, the Pool of 

Bethesda. It might well have been called “The Invalid, Blind, Lame, and Paralyzed 

Pool.” The afflicted folks were all seated strategically around the pool, waiting for 

magic or a miracle cure they believed in. That miracle amounted really to chance, 

it seemed. An angel of the Lord it was testified would go down at certain seasons 

each year into the pool, and stir up the water. Whoever was first to make it into the 

water after the water experienced that angelic stirring was made well of whatever 

disease with which he or she was afflicted. One case seemed worst of all. This was 

an invalid man who had been afflicted for 38 years. Jesus saw the man whom He 

knew had been sick for so long and he asked him, “Do you want to get well? Do 

you want to be healed?” That’s a wonderful question because there are lots of folks 

who truthfully don’t want to get well. The man replied to Jesus, “Sir, I have no one 

to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up. And while I am going down to 

get into the water, another sick person steps in before I do.” The man blamed his 

situation on the fact that life is based on fate and chance and that many other 

people were not being sensitive to him and his terribly sad need. Is that interesting? 

 

But Jesus said to the sick man, “Get up, arise and take up your pallet/bed and 

walk.” And the only time he knew that his legs could carry him was when he got 

up. And wouldn’t you know—immediately the Jewish Sabbath cops were on the 

scene as these Jewish leaders were always watching what Jesus would do, 

especially on the Sabbath day. These Sabbath cops told the man it was the Sabbath 

and that it was not permissible for him to carry his pallet/bed. He answered them, 

“You’ll have to talk to the One who made me well. He told me to take up my bed 

and walk.” When they asked the man who it was who healed him, he said he didn’t 

know. But when the Jewish leaders saw that Jesus had slipped away from the pool, 

they no doubt asked sick folk there who may have testified that the Healer was 

Jesus. But the tell-tale testimony was when Jesus saw the healed invalid in the 

temple and forgave him for his sins. Then the man went and told the Jewish leaders 

for sure that it was Jesus. Have you ever noticed how many folk are just watching 

you to try to catch you doing something that they believe is wrong. The sick folk at 

pool probably gazed at Jesus. The Sabbath cops gazed at Jesus. The Jewish leaders 

just gazed at Jesus as He died on the cross in their place. The soldiers who nailed 

Jesus to the cross gazed at Jesus. The children of Israel came near to Elijah as he 
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rebuilt the altar of the Lord in front of 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah. No doubt 

they all just gazed at Elijah. Beloved, some of you right now have many people at 

work just gazing at you. It’s a start, following in Jesus’ steps, but it’s a long way 

from where our text wants to take us. It’s not enough for folks to gaze at us even if 

we are strong believers. The call in I Peter 2: 21-25 calls for us to do more than be 

assured we are being watched. We must learn to follow in Jesus’ steps. Whatever it 

means to follow in Jesus’ steps is the heart and the meat of Peter’s words in our 

text today. What would Jesus do? What are three steps God calls us to follow as we 

do more that notice we are being watched—but rather, that we are called to follow 

in His steps? What are these three steps of Jesus every believer must follow in? 

 

STEP # 1 –WE MUST DIE TO SIN AND DECEIT, AND LIVE TO 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. (I.) Peter tells us in verse 22—about Jesus, “He committed 

no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth.” None of us are perfect like Jesus, 

but this divine template for our lives is the template of the sinless One. We must 

die to sin and deceit and live to righteousness. Notice verse 24, “He Himself bore 

our sins in His body on the cross/tree.” Why? “Peter goes on—“that we might die 

to sin and live to righteousness; for by His stripes or wounds you have been 

healed.” Peter was an eyewitness to the arrest of Jesus and to at least, part of His 

mock trial. He was an eyewitness to the sufferings of Jesus, His buffeting, and part 

of His suffering before crucifixion. Seeing Jesus suffer as He did changed Peter’s 

entire perspective. The supreme example of our Lord dying to His own way as He 

prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, could never leave Peter. “Father, not My 

will, but Yours be done.” As we look at Jesus example of being always dead to sin, 

but alive to righteousness, we need to learn to follow in His steps. It’s like a 

kindergarten or first grade teacher that brings out all the letters of the alphabet and 

the children are to learn to print tracing the alphabet with their pens over the 

teacher’s lines. What are the lines Jesus has drawn for us?  

 

All of us – that’s you and me, we all have some dying to do. Jesus showed us how 

it must be done. It is His pattern for us to follow so we may endure when suffering 

unjustly. Peter borrowed some of his words in verse 22 from Isaiah 53:9 which 

speaks of the suffering Servant, the Messiah, who died for our redemption, saying, 

“Although He had done no violence, there was no deceit in His mouth” Jesus was 

absolutely sinless, innocent of all the charges against Him. He didn’t deserve any 

of what He had to suffer in His arrest, mock trial, beating, buffeting, scourging, the 

crown of thorns, having to carry His own cross as well as all our sins, and to face 

and receive the cruel crucifixion. Jesus was and is and ever will be, the only 

blameless human being who has ever lived—He is the incarnate God man. When 

we suffer in the workplace, are we usually sinless or are we resentful, bitter, and 

then guilty, later feeling rotten on the inside? 
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Part of this sinless pattern of Jesus included the fact that Jesus was never deceitful. 

He never lied. He was totally honest. There was complete consistency between His 

speech and His lifestyle, between what He did and what He said. All of us here 

today know Paul’s testimony in Romans 3: 4 where he said, “Let God be true 

though every man a liar. We all know full well that somewhere along the line we 

have fudged, exaggerated, added a bit of our own local color, to improve our 

reputation or outright we have lied to protect ourselves or to defend ourselves. 

Jesus never ever sinned or deceived one time. That is our template, our pattern, and 

our example. None of us are perfect, but He is. He died in our place, “bearing our 

sin in His own body on the cross.” (verse 24) No matter what sufferings we face, 

we don’t have any approval from God the Father to say “I’ve had enough;” now 

watch out, I’m on the warpath. The pattern of Christ is our only pattern, our only 

example. If we follow in Jesus’ steps, what could happen in our world? 

 

We have the testimony of the cross from Jesus. The centurion, in Mark 15: 33-39, 

that very man who gave orders to his quaternion of four soldiers to crucify Jesus, 

confessed after watching Jesus die, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

Years ago, the communist government in China, commissioned an author to write 

a biography of Hudson Taylor with only one purpose—to discredit him and distort 

the facts and present Hudson Taylor, that famous missionary in a bad light. They 

wanted to discredit the name of this consecrated missionary of the gospel, but most 

of all, they wanted to discredit the Name of Jesus. As this thorough author kept 

doing his research, he was increasingly impressed by Hudson Taylor’s saintly 

character and godly life. Every day he researched. Finally, he found it extremely 

difficult, and finally impossible to carry out his assigned task with a clear 

conscience. At the risk of losing his life, he laid aside his pen, renounced his 

atheism, and received Jesus as his personal Savior. Beloved, whether we realize it 

or not, our example, as we follow the Lord Jesus Christ, leaves an impression on 

others. Like Jesus, we must die to sin and deceit and live to righteousness. 

Secondly, what is the second step of Jesus we must follow in? 

 

STEP # 2 –WE MUST DIE TO GETTING EVEN.  (II.) Notice verse 23, “When 

He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 

but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly.” What makes us go 

ballistic? What makes us defend ourselves? What makes us go toe to toe with 

others, arguing harshly? What makes us scream, “You just don’t understand. You 

don’t understand what you are doing. Let me set the record straight and tell you 

what really happened.” Have we all been there? Was Jesus tempted to retaliate? I 

have no doubt He was for He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 

sin.” Notice that Jesus did not threaten retaliation. He never lashed out at His 
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tormentors. He never accepted the nails with words of “Just you wait. I am coming 

back and when I do, you’ll wish you had never done this.” Never! What were Jesus 

words? Were they threats? No! Luke 23:34 is clear, “Father, forgive them; for they 

know not what they do.” When we are mistreated, everything in us wants to settle 

the score and take the matter into our own hands. We want to expose the culprits. 

Yet verse 23 tells us that Jesus kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 

righteously.” Jesus knew His Father one day will make all things right. Yet, how 

many of us want to patiently wait for that Day to come? Wouldn’t we rather settle 

the score here and now? Jesus entrusted Himself into God the Father’s hands, even 

knowing this would lead to His death. When you hear someone say, “Give me one 

good reason I should let my boss, my friend, my husband or my wife walk all over 

me.” Be quick to tell them, “I have one good reason. I Peter 2:21 is clear. “You 

were called for this purpose. “For to this you have been called.” Look at what Jesus 

did for you on the cross.” 

 

Now don’t misunderstand me. It is one thing to be overly sensitive, but get this 

straight—all of us are human and we are all defensive at times, that’s you, and 

that’s me. Don’t call others defensive and act as if you are not. You are too. We all 

need to learn the balance of how to speak when we are falsely accused. There is no 

harm or sin nor is it defensive to quietly and lovingly explain the untruth or the 

unreasonableness in a false accusation. Remember when Jesus was accused of 

casting out devils in the power of Beelzebub, the prince of demons, what did He 

say?  He showed how unreasonable the charge was. Read it in Matthew 12: 22-32. 

When Jesus was smitten in the face with a blow, what did He answer the officer’s 

action with? Listen to Jesus exact words. “If what I said is wrong, bear witness 

about the wrong; but if what I said is right, why do you strike Me?” Jesus died as 

our sinless Substitute. There are times to answer a harsh word with a question. A 

soft answer turns away wrath. (Proverbs 15: 1) Jesus was sinless and He never 

retaliated, threatened, or attempted to get even. He was silent before His accusers. 

He was silent before the Sanhedrin. He was silent before Herod. He was silent 

before Pilate, silent in the Palace-hall, silent in the Praetorium, in Pilate’s house 

and the judgment hall. Jesus was silent on the cross except in blessing others, 

praying for sinners as He died, and praying to the Father. Our example in Jesus 

calls in you and me for a daily and a continual self-denial. We must refuse to 

attempt to get even, strong as that impulse may be.  

 

One of the best illustrations of following in Jesus’ steps and not getting even I read 

in a book by Brennan Manning, “The Signature of Jesus.” Brennan Manning, was 

a Franciscan priest for a number of years who now ministers both in Protestant and 

Catholic churches as an evangelist. Brennan Manning wrote in that book about a 
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priest who he claims truly taught him Peter’s valuable lesson in our text: --that is, 

“When He was reviled, he did not revile in return. Listen to Manning’s words: 

“Dominique Voillaume has impacted my life as few people ever have. One New 

Year's  morning in Saint-Remy, France, seven of us in the community of the Little 

Brothers of Jesus were seated at a table in an old stone house. We were living an 

uncloistered, contemplative life among the poor with our days devoted to manual 

labor and the nights wrapped in silence and prayer. The breakfast table talk grew 

animated one day when our discussion turned to our daily employment. The 

German brother remarked that our wages were substandard (60 cents per hour). I 

commented that our employers were never seen in the parish church on Sunday 

morning. The French brother suggested that this showed hypocrisy. The Spanish 

brother said that our employers were rude and greedy. The tone grew more caustic, 

and the gunfire of words got heavier. We concluded that our avaricious, miserly, 

and covetous bosses were nasty, self-centered cretins idiots who slept all day 

Sunday and never once lifted their minds and hearts in thanksgiving to God.  

 

All this time, of our seven brothers, Dominique Voillaume sat at the end of the 

table. Throughout our loud harangue he never opened his mouth. I glanced down 

the table and saw tears rolling down his cheeks. "What's the matter, Dominique?" I 

asked. His voice was barely audible. All he said was, "Ils ne comprennent pas." 

“They don't understand!” Brennan Manning writes, “How many times since that 

New Year's morning has that single sentence of his turned my resentment into 

compassion? How often have I reread the passion story of Jesus in the Gospels 

through the eyes of Dominique Voillaume, seen Jesus in the throes of His death 

agony, beaten and bullied, scourged and spat upon, saying, "Father, forgive them, 

ils ne comprennent pas.They don't understand what they are doing.” There is a 

third step of Jesus we must follow in if we are to follow His example? 

  

STEP # 3 –WE MUST DIE TO CONTINUALLY STRAYING LIKE SHEEP 

AND RETURN TO THE SHEPHERD AND GUARDIAN OF OUR SOULS. 
(III.) Peter concludes this example of Jesus saying in verse 25, “For you were  

straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer and 

Guardian of your souls.” Here is Jesus sacrificially giving His life in the place of 

the very ones who crucified Him. His death was purposeful. He voluntarily took 

our sin upon Himself, verse 24, and suffered in our place, and allowed Himself to 

be crucified in an awful barbarous way, knowing all the while--that we would be 

wandering off like lost, sinful, foolish sheep. He knew that we often would be 

oblivious, seemingly uncaring or unaware of what He did for us. Jesus knew as He 

died that the people in His day would be just as clueless and absent-minded as 

straying sheep can be, and as we are. Yet He died for us all. Jesus died and His 

death accomplished for us personally—the ability for us to follow in His steps, and 
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He gave us the example of dying to sin and deceit and wanting to get even, so He 

could free us from straying continually like sheep. He died to forgive us from our 

sin and to give us freedom from guilt and condemnation. He died to teach us 

submission to authority, first to Him and to those over us. He died to break the 

power of sin in our stubborn lives. Later, by Christ’s resurrection, Jesus gave us the 

power to be alive to His righteousness and to live in His righteousness—Notice 

verse 24. I read, “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might 

die to sin, and live to righteousness, By His wounds you have been healed.” Jesus 

died to give us His meekness and submissive gentleness. He died to heal us 

spiritually, emotionally, and ultimately, He died to heal us physically forever in a 

land where we’ll never grow old or sick or become infirmed. Jesus died on Calvary 

to give us inner healing in all the areas in which we have been victimized.  

 

And notice verse 25, Jesus died for us so that we would no longer be continually 

straying sheep, aimlessly following in our own way. He died to give us new 

direction, as we follow Him, the only Shepherd we can trust. As our Shepherd, 

Jesus cares for our provision, our needs and He knows us intimately. As Our 

Guardian, and Overseer, this is a military Greek word, episkopas, meaning 

oversight, the Bishop of our souls. Does God will for us to suffer unjust suffering? 

Peter tells us in verse 21—“You were called for this.” In I Peter 4: 19, we read, 

“Therefore, let those who suffer according to the will of God entrust their souls to 

a faithful Creator in doing what is right.” In I Peter 3:17, Peter continues, “For it is 

better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing what is right rather than 

for doing what is wrong.” Beloved, sometimes, God knows we can bring Him 

greater glory by miraculously delivering us and helping us escape suffering, for He 

knows we will give Him the glory. But there are other times, God knows that by 

graciously bearing us up under unjust suffering, our trust in HIm will give Him 

greater glory. So, will there ever be justice to those who do us wrongly? Yes! It is 

for certain, but not all justice comes in this life. God will settle all accounts in the 

final judgment. When we suffer unjustly, we show the precious value & honor, 2:7 

of belonging to Jesus as those for whom God reserves His superior preciousness. 

When we suffer patiently, we show the world the excellency of God’s superior 

shepherd care for us and His guardianship of our lives. When we don’t fight back, 

we surrender to the Glory that someday will be revealed in us, when God settles all 

accounts. When we entrust our lives to God’s care, we entrust ourselves not to the 

world to make things right, but to His faithfulness and trustworthiness, to His 

dominion and to His grace. I call us, beloved to get in step with Jesus—to die to sin 

and deceit and live to righteousness, to die to getting even and to die to continually 

straying as sheep, and to return to the Shepherd and Guardian of our souls. Amen.    

 


