
1 
 

Reconciled to God: Romans 5:6-11 

Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 

Sunday, December 16
th

, 2012 

 Last Sunday, in the first 5 verses of this chapter, we talked 

about the peace we have with God and the hope we have because 

of Him and the joy we have even in suffering.  Verses 6-11 bring 

us back to the idea of peace, because we are reconciled to God.  

That’s what we’ll see especially in verses 9-11, that we are 

reconciled to God.  But first we’ll study verses 6-8 and see God’s 

great love for us. 

God’s Love for Us (verses 6-8) 

 This is about God’s tremendous and unparalleled love for 

us.  This is a unique kind of love.  It is an exceptional love.  Verse 

8 says, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.”  This is a love that comes to us from 

God the Father through God the Son.  There is cooperation going 

on here between the Father and the Son.  The Father gives up His 

beloved Son.  The Son sacrificially takes on flesh and dwells 

among us in this Fallen world and goes to the cross to suffer for us.  

This is love of the highest measure.  It is beyond comprehension.    

 Paul here is groping for ways to make us feel the impact of 

this love.  He wants us to realize how radical it is, how unique it is, 

how astounding it is!  So he argues from the lesser to the greater.  

He argues from a kind of sacrificial love we are at least a bit 

familiar with, to a sacrificial love that is even more amazing. 

 Look at the way he does this in verses 6-8.  Verse 6 and 

verse 8 say basically the same thing.  Verse 6, “For while we were 

still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.”  Verse 8, 

“God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.”  And in the middle of those two statements, he 

uses this comparison.  Verse 7, “For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would 

dare even to die.” 

This verse has always been a bit confusing to me.  And it’s 

still unclear to me what distinction, if any, Paul is making between 

the righteous person and the good person.  I’m inclined to read the 

two statements in verse 7 as basically making the same point, that 

we know of rare instances when a person will sacrifice his or her 

life for a good or righteous person.  But however we might 

understand the details of verse 7, the point is clear in terms of 

contrasting this with the statements before and after it.  Paul wants 
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to explain something great about God’s love by starting with a 

concrete human example.  He puts before us the rare and noble 

instance of one person dying for another. 

A scenario like this happened just a week ago Saturday in 

Afghanistan.  It was heroic and tragic.  Dr. Dilip Joseph is an 

American medical doctor who works with a relief organization in 

Afghanistan, and he was kidnapped on Wednesday, about a week 

and a half ago.  On Saturday, Navy SEAL team six was sent in to 

rescue him.  They were successful, but in the process one of the 

Navy SEALs was killed.  His name was Nicolas Checque, 28 years 

old, from Monroeville, PA, not far from here.  

Nicolas bravely put himself in harm’s way in order to 

rescue someone who was there to do good.  Nicolas lost his life in 

the effort to save another.  We think of a story like that and we’re 

heartbroken for the family who has lost this loved one.  We’re also 

grateful for courageous soldiers who are willing to put their lives 

on the line to protect others.  And we rightfully honor this man as a 

hero.  I’m sure Dr. Joseph, throughout the rest of his life, will think 

often of the fact that Nicolas Checque died in the effort to rescue 

him.  It is a noble thing that happened there. 

This text does nothing to diminish the honor of such an act.  

What Paul is doing is holding up a sacrificial act like that for us to 

revere and admire and stand in awe of.  And then he’s arguing 

from something great to something even far greater. He’s arguing 

from the kind of sacrifice we can, at least, conceive of, even if it’s 

not common, to an utterly unique sacrifice that is almost 

inconceivable.   

On Tuesday morning, at our men’s Bible study and prayer 

time, we were discussing this text, and Andrew used a great 

analogy to illustrate the two kinds of things Paul is talking about 

here.  On the one hand, it’s a heroic thing for a soldier to jump on a 

grenade in order to save his fellow soldiers.  It’s a very different 

thing, an almost inconceivable thing, for someone to jump on a 

grenade in order to save his enemy. 

Do you see how we’re described in these verses?  In verse 

6, “while we were still weak.”  And then in the second half of that 

verse, “Christ died for the ungodly.”  And in verse 8, “while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  And finally, down in verse 

10, “while we were enemies.”   

This is the great love of God for us, the great sacrifice of 

Christ for us.  This was not a rescue mission to save people who 

deserved to be saved.  This was not a heroic mission to protect 
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good and righteous people.  It was a love that reached across the 

battle lines and made the ultimate sacrifice for ungodly sinners 

who were opposed to God.   

John Stott says it well, “The more the gift costs the giver, 

and the less the recipient deserves it, the greater the love is seen to 

be.”
1
  This is a love that cost the giver everything.  It cost the 

Father His Son.  It cost the Son His life.  And in terms of the 

recipients, we did not deserve this.  We deserved the opposite of 

this.  As enemies of God, we deserve to be destroyed.  But Christ 

died for His enemies. 

 Brothers and sisters, may we be changed by the knowledge 

of God’s infinite love for us.  Verse 5 described our inner 

experience of God’s love: “God’s love has been poured into our 

hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  God is 

so good to us that He gives us this experiential confirmation of His 

love for us, which comes through the Spirit.   

 But it’s not merely experiential.  And so in verses 6-8 Paul 

points to the historical fact of Christ’s death, by which God 

demonstrates His love for us.  So look to the cross, and know that 

God loves you.  If you are in Christ, if you are repenting of sin and 

trusting in Jesus, then you are one who used to be God’s enemy but 

are now God’s friend.  You have been reconciled to God. 

Reconciled to God 

 Verses 9 and 10 have a lot of similarities.  In each, Paul 

starts with something amazing that has happened to us in the past, 

and then he uses that as assurance of something wonderful that will 

happen to us in the future.  In verse 9 he refers again to 

justification, which has been such a focus in the previous chapters.  

In 5:1 he summarized what he had just been teaching by saying, 

“since we have been justified by faith.”  Now in verse 9 he writes, 

“Since, therefore, we now have been justified by his blood, much 

more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.”  The 

reference to God’s wrath is a reference to the Day of Judgment.  

Paul described this back in 2:5, “But because of your hard and 

impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of 

wrath when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed.”  That’s 

the bad news, that those who remain unrepentant will fall under the 

fierce wrath of God on the last day.   

 But here in chapter 5 we’re getting the Good News that 

those who have been justified by the blood of Jesus will be saved 
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by Jesus from God’s wrath.  And notice the logic.  It’s an argument 

from something more difficult to something less difficult.  That’s 

the effect of the words “much more.”  If we know that this has 

happened, then much more we can have assurance that this other 

thing is going to happen.  The thing that we know has already 

happened is that we have been justified by Christ’s blood.  The 

reference to Christ’s blood reminds us of how difficult that was, 

how excruciating it was for Him to endure the torture, the ridicule, 

the agony of the cross.  But He did it.  He suffered like that to 

achieve our justification.  And if He did that (!), if He subjected 

Himself to that for our sake, and He succeeded, then we can have 

absolute confidence that He will also succeed in this less difficult 

thing of saving us from God’s wrath on the last day.   

 Verse 10 makes a very similar point, with exactly the same 

logic.  But here he speaks of reconciliation instead of justification.  

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 

death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we 

be saved by his life.”  Like in 4:25, we see the significance of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.  The two are inseparable in terms of 

what Christ accomplished for us.  And again, like in verse 9, we 

see the argument from the more difficult thing to the less difficult 

thing.  If we were enemies, and God reconciled us to Himself by 

the death of His Son, then we can have absolute confidence that 

we’ll be saved on the last day.  After all, now we are His friends.  

If He made such a sacrifice for us when we were His enemies, then 

what do we have to fear now that we are His friends?   

 Now, I want to speak to the kids and try to explain what 

reconciliation means.  This is for all of us, but I especially want the 

children here to pay attention and try to understand what the Bible 

is teaching us about reconciliation.  The Bible shows us in many 

ways what it means to a Christian, what it means to follow Christ, 

what it means to have your sins forgiven by Christ.   

Justification is one picture of this.  When we hear the word 

justification, we should think of a courtroom, and God is saying, 

“You are not guilty, and I am not going to punish you.  Instead, I 

declare that you are righteous.”  And that happens when a person 

trusts in Jesus.  The person who repents of sin and trusts in Christ 

is clothed in Christ’s righteousness so that God sees us as 

righteous.  That’s justification. 

Another illustration of what happens to a person when they 

become a Christian is reconciliation.  Do you know what 

reconciled means?  That’s probably not a word you use very often.  

But you probably have sung this, if you know the song, Hark, the 
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Herald Angels Sing. "Glory to the newborn King! Peace on earth 

and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled."   

  When two people are reconciled it means that they were 

enemies, but now they are friends.  It means that there was a fight 

between them, but now they’ve said sorry and forgiven each other, 

and there’s peace between them.  That’s what it means to be 

reconciled.  Kids, have you ever had an argument with one of your 

classmates at school, or with your brother or sister?  And you feel 

angry toward them and you don’t want to be around them.  But 

then you feel sorry about the argument and you apologize and 

everything is good again.  Well, that’s reconciliation.  There was 

fighting, but now there’s peace.  

 This is what Jesus coming to earth was all about.  Jesus 

came so that God and sinners can be reconciled.  That’s what our 

passage this morning is talking about in Romans 5.   

 Now, who are these sinners, these ungodly people, these 

enemies of God who need to be reconciled to God?  Is that just the 

really bad people you hear about on the news, or the really mean 

kid in your class at school?  No, this is all of us.  Romans 3:23 says 

that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  That 

means that I’m a sinner, and so are you.  We are all sinners. 

 And why do we need to be reconciled to God?  Are we 

really God’s enemies?  Have we been fighting against Him?  It 

might not seem that way.  You might say to yourself, I’ve never 

done anything against God.  I like God.  I would never want to get 

into an argument with God.   

 But guess what, every time you disobey God’s Word, you 

are sinning against God.  Every time you’re mean to someone, 

every time you disobey your parents, you are sinning against God.  

And you might not think that those are very serious things, but 

they are very serious because you’re sinning against God who is 

perfect and holy and righteous and just.  God takes those things 

very seriously, and He has to punish those sins. 

 Let’s all think about this for a moment.  Think about the 

things that you see in the world, or hear about happening in the 

world, that break your heart and fill you with intense and righteous 

anger.  I’m not talking about someone cutting you off on the 

highway and you get sinfully angry.  Or a disagreement with your 

spouse (or kids, a disagreement with your brother or sister) that 

makes you sinfully angry.  I’m not talking about that.  I’m talking 

about injustices in the world that rightfully stir up in you a hatred 

toward wickedness.  I think of the school shooting in Connecticut 
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on Friday—how sad, how disturbing, how wicked that act was.  I 

think of slavery, in the past and in the present, and the righteous 

anger we feel toward those atrocities.  I think of the sad fact that so 

many babies are aborted in our country, and we are rightfully 

appalled that this is legal and that it is so passionately supported by 

many.   

Kids, you may think of things that happen at school that 

you know are not fair.  Students who exclude others just because 

they’re different, bullies who take things from other kids, or maybe 

teachers who show favoritism toward certain boys and girls in the 

class.  You know that there are things that happen that are not 

right, and you feel mad about it. 

 Well, that feeling is just a small, little taste of what God 

feels toward our sin.  God looks at us and knows that we are not as 

we should be.  He knows that we say and do and think things that 

are terribly dishonoring to Him.  And it makes Him very angry.  

This is the problem between God and sinners.  Our sin against God 

makes us God’s enemies.  And this is why God and sinners need to 

be reconciled.   

 So how does that happen?  It happens through Jesus Christ.  

Do you notice here in Romans 5:9-11 how all of this happens 

through Christ? “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 

his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 

God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 

we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 

received reconciliation.” 

 Another passage that speaks of this reconciliation is 2 

Corinthians 5:17-21.  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 

and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 

in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 I referred to that last verse when I was teaching about 

imputation.  Our sin is placed on Christ, and His righteousness is 

credited to us.  This is what has to happen for us to be reconciled to 

God.  Our sin has to be dealt with.  It must no longer stand in the 



7 
 

way between us and God.  So Christ paid the penalty for our sin, 

and He gives us His righteousness.  So now we can be friends of 

God.  James 2:23 says this about Abraham: “Abraham believed 

God, and it was counted to him as righteousness—and he was 

called a friend of God.” 

 Do you want to be a friend of God?  Do you want to have 

peace with God?  Do you want to be reconciled to God?  Then 

repent of your sin and trust in Jesus.  You must understand that 

your sin is a very serious problem between you and God, and the 

only way for that problem to be dealt with is through Jesus Christ.   

 I want to close by telling you a story from World War I 

about how some enemies became friends.  A couple years ago at 

Christmas time, our son Noah came across a book called 

Christmas in the Trenches.  It’s a story, a true story, from almost 

100 years ago when World War I was being fought in Europe.  

And on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day of 1914 there was what 

became known as the Christmas Truce.  The soldiers were in their 

trenches—there were German soldiers on one side and British 

soldiers on the other side.  They had been shooting at each other, 

fighting against one another in this war.  But on Christmas Eve 

they began to sing Christmas carols.  The British soldiers heard the 

German soldiers singing “Stille Nacht”—Silent Night.  And then 

the British soldiers sang, and then they ventured out into No Man’s 

Land and greeted each other.  One soldier, a Scotsman, who was 

part of this, wrote about it in his diary.  “What a sight—little 

groups of Germans and British extending almost the length of our 

front! . . . Where they couldn’t talk the language they were making 

themselves understood by signs, and everyone seemed to be 

getting on nicely.  Here we were laughing and chatting to men 

whom only a few hours ago we were trying to kill!”  And a 

German soldier wrote this: “The English brought a soccer ball 

from the trenches, and pretty soon a lively game ensued.  How 

marvelously wonderful, yet how strange it was.  The English 

officers felt the same way about it.  Thus Christmas, the 

celebration of Love, managed to bring mortal enemies together as 

friends for a time.”
2
 

 What a moving story of enemies who became friends, at 

least for a time.  They were reconciled for those moments in the 

Christmas Truce.  In light of that, think of how amazing it is that 

we have been reconciled to God.  This is not temporary.  This is 

not just a brief truce in the midst of an ongoing war.  God 

reconciling us to Himself means that the war is over between us.  

                                                           
2
 Cited in Christmas in the Trenches, by John McCutcheon. 
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We are no longer enemies, but eternal friends.  There will never be 

enmity between us ever again!        

So this Christmas season I hope you’ll remember that Jesus 

coming to earth is the most wonderful news for us because He 

made a way for God and sinners to be reconciled.  This is reason 

for much rejoicing, as verse 11 says.  And as Paul said in 2 

Corinthians 5, I implore you on behalf of Jesus Christ, be 

reconciled to God.  This is the amazing message of the Gospel.  

This is the peace and the hope that is being held out to you.  Do not 

ignore this.  Do not delay.  Bow the knee to Jesus and ask Him to 

do this in your life.  Ask Him to save you from the wrath to come.  

Ask Him to reconcile you to God.  


