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[Wednesday, May 10, 2017] The Exodus Series, Exodus chapter 27, verses 1-8, 
The Altar of Burnt Offering – Craig Thurman 

 

In the last lesson there were forty-eight (48) boards, wr@q@, qe-resh.  48 times is 

the English word board and the Hebrew word wr@q@, used in the book of Exodus.  

The #48 represents dwelling place.  There were fifteen (15) bars used for the walls 

of the tabernacle. Fifteen times is the English word bar, and the Hebrew word, 

HayriB4, be-ri-ach, used in the book of Exodus. The #15 represents resting place.  

The vail represented the flesh of Christ. As the vail was hanged upon the four 
pillars (four for the creature) upon silver sockets or bases (redemption), so the 

basis of our redemption is Christ hanged upon the cross; our redemption to God 
from sin is by Jesus Christ and Him alone.  It is not based on anything that any 

other has done: not our works; not the works of others; if Christ didn’t purchase 
completely our salvation then we cannot be saved.  To this we have the hanging 

for the door of the tabernacle.  This represented Christ as the only means unto 
God.  Like the vail that was hanged upon 4 pillars, the creature Jesus Christ 

hanged for us, so the door was hanged upon five pillars (grace) which was set 
upon five sockets or bases of brass (judgment). By the grace of God Jesus tasted 

death for every man.  
 

Heb 2:9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace 

of God should taste death for every man. 
 

Because He bare our judgment for sins we can come to God.  He is the only way 
to God. 

 
Joh 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
 

The Brazen Altar of Burnt Offering  
1 ¶  And thou shalt make an altar                                of shittim wood,  

                                                              of burnt offering, Ex.38.1 
 

Many of us are now familiar with type that the shittim wood presents of 
our Lord Jesus.  It represents His impeccable nature. 
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To this time, shittim wood has also been used in the construction of the 
ark, the table of shewbread, their staves, and the pillars at the vail and the 

door. 
  

five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the altar shall be foursquare:  
                   length                           breadth 

 
So this altar is square. Again, the cubit will be estimated at 18”. ( 5 cubits = 

18” x 5 = 90”).  It is as long as it is wide. The number five representing 
grace. 

 
and the height thereof shall be three cubits. 

 
From the ground level to the top will be 54”.  The heights of the ark of the 

covenant and the table of shewbread were each a cubit and a half (27”) 
high. (cf. Ex.25.10, 23)  The altar of brass is exactly twice this height (27 x 2= 

54”) of either of these.  The covenant-mercy and fellowship of God is the 
result Christ’s judgment for us.  Remember, Christ is the ark of the 

covenant; He is the mercy seat;  He is the table of shewbread; and He is the 
brazen altar.  Jesus is all of these things for His people. 

  
2  And thou shalt make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof:  

 

horns, ַק ְר נ ֹ ָת  fem. noun of Nr@q@; many times translated horn; once ,וי

hill. 
 

Horn is symbolic of rule, power or authority (Deu.33.17; 1Sa.2.1; 1Ki.22.11; 
Ps.75.10; 112.9; 132,17; 148.14; Jer.48.25; Ez.29.21; Daniel chapter 8; 

Zechariah chapter 1). 
 

There are four horns which rise up from each corner.  The number four for 
the creature.  This points to the Man Christ Jesus.  It is here that the power 

of Christ is manifested in judgment. 
 

Lu 5:24  …the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins … 
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Mt.21.23 ¶  And when he was come into the temple, the chief priests 
and the elders of the people came unto him as he was teaching, and 

said, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee 
this authority? 

24  And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one 
thing, which if ye tell me, I in like wise will tell you by what authority I 

do these things. 
 

The answer is that He does this by the authority of God.  He can bear the 
judgment of the sins of His people and reconcile them to God. He can and 

He did.  
 

Col.1.19  For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 
20  And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 

reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things 
in earth, or things in heaven. 

21  And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind 
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 

22  In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and 
unblameable and unreproveable in his sight … 

 
Who would deny the omnipotence of Christ when His enemies taunted Him 

by saying, Mr 15:30  Save thyself, and come down from the cross? ‘He 
submitted to men that He might with omnipotent power and coordinately 

surrendered human will offer Himself a Burnt Offering and sacrifice unto 
God and a Sin Offering for men.’ The Tabernacle, Priesthood, and Offerings, 

I. M. Haldeman, D.D., p.241 
 

his horns shall be of the same: and thou shalt overlay it with brass. 
 

of the same, ִמ ֶּמ  .mim-me-noo; prefixed mi , from, w/1ppl. or 3ps ,ּוּנ

masc. suffix of ?; (cf. Ex.25.31, 35; 28.8; 30.2; 37.17, 21, 25; 38.2; 

39.5) 

  

brass, ְ נחמ  ne-cho-sheth, fem. sing. noun translated in the KJV as ,ֹתׁש

brass, fetters, copper, and once filthiness. 
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…his horns shall be of the same could mean of the same appearance, but 
also of the same piece, as if carved of it. (?)   

 
and thou shalt overlay it with brass, the entire altar shall be covered with 

brass.  How that is accomplished is not revealed, but it was done like the 
gold that overlaid the wood.   

 
The ark overlaid with brass could bear the fire and not destroy the wood.  

And Christ our Lord could bear our judgment for sin and remain the holy 
and righteous Son of God. 

 
Of the brass, then, that overlaid the shittim wood it is said that ‘On all 

others, judgment had a claim …’ Gleanings in Exodus, A. W. Pink, p.243, for 
sin, but not on the impeccable Savior.  He had no sin.  If He would be 

punished it would be because He willingly laid down His life in the sinner’s 
place.  ‘[T]he prominent and dominant truth associated with this Altar–the 

unsparing judgment of God upon the believing sinner’s Substitute.’ ibid., 
p.245 

 
3  And thou shalt make his pans to receive his ashes, and his shovels,  

                                                  pots 
 

and his basons, and his fleshhooks, and his firepans: all the vessels thereof thou 
shalt make of brass. 

 
All of the vessels and instruments used in the service about this altar are 

made of brass. 
 

4  And thou shalt make for it      a grate of network of brass;  
                                                                                     brasen grate of network 
                                                               literally, a grate of a net 

 
a grate, ָבתכר  ;mik-bar, masc. sing. noun; six times (Ex.27.4; 35.16 ,ּוּנ

38.4, 5, 30; 39.39) 
 

network, ְ חמ ָמ , re-sheth, fem. sing. noun; four times in Exodus (27.4, 
5; 38.4); always translated net, and twice compounded to make the 

word network. 
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and upon the net shalt thou make four brasen rings in the four corners thereof. 

 

rings, ְנ כתב   ;tab-be-[g]oth, fem. sing. noun, tfaBaFa, tab-ba-[g]ath ,תי

 

40 times the Hebrew is found, once in Ge.41.42, and 39 times, 
in Exodus and translated ring; testing, proving. 

 
48 times the Hebrew is translated ring in the O.T.; dwelling 

place. 
  

5  And thou shalt put it under the      compass of the altar beneath,  
                                                                                                 compass thereof beneath 

 
compass, נכ ר ָת  .masc. noun; only twice, compass (cf. Ex.27.5; 38.4) ,רי

 
that the net may be   even to               the midst of the altar. 
                                                  until, unto                             the midst of it. 

                                                            Hebrew, half 
 

6  And thou shalt make staves for the altar, staves of shittim wood, and overlay 
them with brass. 

7  And the staves shall be put into the rings, and the staves shall be upon the 
two sides of the altar, to bear it. 

 
It could be that the altar is carried about in the net of brass.  No 

measurements are given for the net.  By considering what is said about the 
net we might be able to discern its measurements.  The surface area of the 

altar is five cubits square.  Since the net will cover the area beneath the 
altar that accounts for five cubits square.  But the net rises up halfway on 

the outside of the altar.  Since the altar is three cubits high that adds a cubit 
and a half to each side of the net.  Five cubits plus a cubit and a half for one 

side, and a cubit and a half for the other side equals a total of eight cubits 
(or, 144”/12’)  The net could be eight cubits square.  There are four rings 

made in the four corners of  the net … not the altar. The staves which bare 
the altar are inserted through the rings of the net which are said to be upon 

the two sides of the altar.  In this way the altar can be carried from place to 
place as the Israelites make their sojourn to the land of promise. 
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Note: There are no stands or legs to the altar.  Does the altar rest upon the 

ground?  Is there a pit dug beneath it? Or is it elevated upon an hill? 
 

Le 9:22  And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and blessed 
them, and came down from offering of the sin offering, and the 

burnt offering, and peace offerings. 
 

Joh 12:32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me. 

 
But let me say this.  The gospel of Christ is not presented in Scripture as a 

hook with bait.  By this analogy men are teased by the gospel and brought 
to faith in Christ.  The gospel is presented by the Word of God as a net.   

 
Lk.5.4  Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch 

out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 
5  And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the 

night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let 
down the net. 

6  And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of 
fishes: and their net brake. 

7  And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other 
ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled 

both the ships, so that they began to sink. 
8  When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 

Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 
9  For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught 

of the fishes which they had taken: 
10  And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which 
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from 

henceforth thou shalt catch men. 
 

Mt 13:47  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was 
cast into the sea [by the preaching of Christ], and gathered of every 

kind: 
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48  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and sat down, and 
gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad away. 

 
The gospel, like a net draws all sorts of men to Christ for all sorts of 

reasons, but especially so, it bring in the elect of God.  
 

8  Hollow with boards shalt thou make it: as it was shewed thee in the mount, so 
shall they make it. 

 

hollow, ֹתכמכ, ne-voov, Qal part. of bbanA, na-vav; twice in Exodus (27.8; 

38.7); Job 11.12, vain; Jer.52.21: 

 
Jer 52:21  And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar 

was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits did compass it; 
and the thickness thereof was four fingers: [it was] hollow. 

 
The term hollow is not applied to the ark.  The ark has a bottom and a lid.  

The ark might be called hollow in one sense of the word, but it is not in the 
sense that the altar is.  The altar is hollow because it has neither top nor 

bottom.  If we were to look down into it we would see through the brass 
grate to the ground below.  This is the sense of hollow as it is applied to the 

altar. 
 
Again, there are things that are not revealed.  Again, we do not know what 

the thickness of the shittim wood might be.  We do not know how the brass 
was applied so that it covered the wood.  But those men doing the work 

trusted Moses to guide them along through the tabernacle construction.  
To them it was by faith of Moses that they were building what was a 

representation of the life of Christ among them. They didn’t need to know 
everything – but they knew how to do when the time came.  Like that, as 

we live for Christ we trust Him through all of the things that are unrevealed.  
And we know how to do in all things. 

  
1Jo 2:20  But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all 

things. 
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Shittim wood and brass are the only two materials used for the 
construction of everything that has to do with the altar of burnt offering. 

(Ex.38.1)  This is a type of the judgment that Jesus bore for our sins.  It is 
called an altar of burnt offering because it was here that the sacrificial 

animal was consumed upon that fire. This burnt offering was a type for 
God’s satisfaction for sin punished in His Son for His people. 

  
The type: 

Ge.8.20 ¶  And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of 
every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt 

offerings on the altar. 
21  And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his 

heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man’s sake; for 
the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; neither will I 

again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.  
 

The real: 
He.10.5  Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, 

Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou 
prepared me: 

6  In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
7 ¶  Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of 

me,) to do thy will, O God. 
8  Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and 

offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; 
which are offered by the law; 

9  Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the 
first, that he may establish the second. 

10  By the which will [by God’s will] we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
11  And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering 

oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: 
12  But this man [Jesus], after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for 

ever, sat down on the right hand of God [this act of Christ shows the 
sin debt is once for all settled]; 

13  From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool. 
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Then, Abraham went to the land of Moriah to offer his only son as a burnt 
offering to God.  After three days he saw the place afar off, and he and his 

only son proceeded to the mount that God would show to them.  Once 
there Abraham bound his son Isaac. And as he lifted up his knife to slay his 

son and the angel stopped him. Then we read: 
  

Ge 22:13  And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold 
behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went 

and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead 
of his son. (In a type, the satisfaction of Christ for the children of the 

faith of Abraham.) 
 

Joh 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 
Aside from this brass altar, other altars were made which pointed to the 

Lord.   
 

Ex.20.23  Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye 
make unto you gods of gold. 

24  An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and 

thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto 
thee, and I will bless thee. 

25  And if thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt not build it 
of hewn stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted 

it. 
26  Neither shalt thou go up by steps unto mine altar, that thy 

nakedness be not discovered thereon. 
 

These altars were made of earth or stones that were not hewn: the natural 

man is not drawn to Christ, and all human works are excluded from the 
salvation of the sinner.   

 
It was not until Solomon’s temple that the figure for Christ, the temple, 

became glorified.  This temple pointed to the glory of Christ in His second 
coming.  Whereas all of the previous altars Christ in His first coming. 
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Christ was both the altar and the victim consumed upon it. He offered 

Himself, and He was the offering.  
 

Heb 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 

conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 

Heb 9:12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own 
blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal 

redemption for us. 
  

Our precious Savior died in our place.  Brethren the altar stood in the midst 
of His people, and was the means by which they should be saved from the 

punishment due them for sin.  In this way Jesus Christ stood among His own 
as their representative to God.  He was the means by which they were 

saved from the condemnation of sin by the sacrifice of Himself. The altar 
was not positioned randomly in the earth.  It was purposely stationed 

among the chosen people of God.  And like this Jesus Christ came among 
His own people, among the elect of God, and He suffered the death of the 

cross, was buried, and rose again to save them from their sins.  That is what 
He did.  He did not come to make salvation possible.  Rather, He came to 

make it sure, certain to those for whom He died.  
 

2Ti 2:19  Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one 

that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. 
 


