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SERMON:  Preparing for the End by Serving
TEXT:   1 Peter 4:7-11

Introduction

  A.  Loving mothers raise their children, preparing them for what comes next in each stage of a
child’s    development.  You prepare us who are first born for the arrival of another sibling. 
You potty train

us to prepare us for socialization among our aging pier group that no longer wears
diapers.  You prepare    us for school by teaching us the alphabet and how to count.  Once
in school you help us with our   homework and prepare them for upcoming exams.  You
prepare us for that time when we’ll be    driving on the highways.  You help prepare your
children for graduations, for weddings, and for what to    do when they have their babies.

  B.  And wise mothers who love the Lord prepare their sons and daughters for the approaching
end of this    present world, this present age, when Christ will return to judge the living and the
dead.

  C.  In 4:7 Peter tells us that in fact, the end of all things is at hand.  We have entered the final
age, to be concluded with the return of Jesus Christ to judge the world in righteousness. 
This is the last era of God’s plan to redeem the world through Christ.  We don’t have to
wait for Noah’s flood, the formation of Israel from Abraham’s lineage, the giving of the
Law, the Babylonian captivity and return to the land, the birth, death, resurrection of
God’s Messiah, Jesus, the pouring out of the Spirit of the resurrected, glorified Christ, the
70 AD destruction of Jerusalem and its second temple, the completion of the Scriptures,
the gospel being sent to the Gentiles/nations.  

1 Peter 4:5  but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. ... 7

The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment (sophrones) and sober (nepho)

for the purpose of prayer. 

  D.  What should we now be doing?  How will you and I prepare for the coming of Him
who will judge you and   me and our children, whether He finds us among the living
or the dead?

      1.  We should be in our right minds (thinking wisely) and sober (unintoxicated by the
world’s distractions).

But what does that look like?

      2.    In 4:7-11 Peter suggests 3 things we should be doing if we are in our right
minds, unintoxicated by the     world in preparation for the end:   praying to the end,
loving to the end, serving to the end.

1 Peter 4:7  The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the

purpose of prayer.  Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers 8



a multitude of sins.  Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  As each one has received 9  10

a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11

W hoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to

do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  E.  3 weeks ago we look at our need to be a praying people until the end.  Last week
Josh opened up the Word

to encourage us to fervently love one another to the end.  Today, we will see that
Christ, when He

returns, wants to find us serving one another to the end.

Outline

  A.  Whom are we to serve?
  B.  How are we to serve?
  C. Why are we to serve?

I.  Whom are we to serve?

  A.  vs 9,10  "one another" = the body of Christ

1 Peter 4:9  Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  As each one has received a gift, 10

employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

      1.  This is not to suggest that we are not to serve others outside the church.  Christ
inspired his apostle Paul    to write in Galatians 6;10 ...

Galatians 6:10  So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially

to those who are of the household of the faith. 

      2.  But Christ’s first priority for us is to serve His bride, God’s household, the church. 
When you think 

about it, Christians and non-believers serve our country in the military, in public
service on the federal,      state, local level, in our schools, hospitals, food banks.  They
serve as volunteer fire fighters, constables,    mentors, coaches - the list goes on.  But
who among all these people serves the bride of Christ, the    church?  Church
many church members serve outside the church, but few if any outside serve the      

church.  And so Christ call us, while serving all people, to especially take care of
His beloved bride for

whom He died.

  B.  vs 10  Christ Himself  

      1.  We are His stewards, having received from Him the gift of a ministry to the body.

1 Peter 4:10  As each one has received a gift (charisma), employ it in serving one another as

good stewards of the manifold grace (charis) of God. 



      2.  Additionally, Christ taught that what we do to believers is what we do to Him.

Matthew 10:40  "He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who

sent Me. 

Matthew 25:40  "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you

did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them , you did it to Me.'

II.  How are we to serve?

1 Peter 4:10   As each one has received a gift (charisma), employ it in serving one another

as good stewards of the manifold (poikilos) grace (charis) of God.  W hoever speaks, is to do 11

so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is

serving by the strength which God supplies; ....

A.  4:10 faithfully, as good stewards/managers of the gifts of ministry we have received
from the Lord.

      1.  charisma = gift.  When God gives us grace (charis) to minister/serve, the ministry
His gives us by

grace (charis) is a “charisma.”

      2.  "manifold grace of God" indicates He gives grace to minister in many and varied
forms.  “Manifold” 

(Gk: poikilos) = “many colored, ” indicating here a variety of substance
and measure.

Romans 12:6 ... we have gifts (charisma) that differ according to the grace (charis) given to

us ...

      3.  So if we have received grace from God to minister His Word, we are not to
speak our own words from

our own spirit, but are to faithfully speak the words God’s Spirit has inspired and
given to us in the    Scriptures.  We have received our ministries to serve Christ and
His people, and not ourselves.

B.  In the strength God supplies.

1 Peter 4:10   As each one has received a gift (charisma), employ it in serving one another as

good stewards of the manifold (poikilos) grace (charis) of God.  W hoever speaks, is to do so as 11

one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves (diakoneo) is to do so as one who is

serving (diakoneo) by the strength which God supplies; ....

      1.  Given the context of speaking is speaking the Word of God, a ministry of the shepherds of
the church,

it is likely that the serving here is referring to the ministry of deacons, though the
principle applies to

all service.



      2.  If we don’t serve in the strength God supplies, we can do nothing. By remaining in Him
we find strength.

John 15:5   "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears

much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 

      3.  The strength He supplies is the joy we have in serving Him who we love.  As it is
written ...

Nehemiah 8:10 “Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 

Psalm 100:2  Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful singing. 

      4.  Mothers never seem to tire of serving the children they love.  So it is with all who
love the Lord and His      people ...

Galatians 5:13 ... through love serve one another. 

2 Corinthians 5:14  For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for

all, therefore all died;  and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for 15

themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf. 

III.  Why are we to serve?

1 Peter 4:11  W hoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God;

whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in

all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  A.  So that God will be glorified through Christ in all things that we do.

 1 Corinthians 10:31  W hether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of

God. 

  B.   We honor and glorify Christ when we imitate Christ, Who came, not to be served,
but to serve, by giving    His life as a ransom for many.  Who are the many? His
bride, His church.  And when we honor God’s

Son, we give glory to the Father who sent Him, and Whose image Christ
perfectly bears. 

Mark 10:43  "... whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  and 44

whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  "For even the Son of Man did not 45

come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

  C.  Every true child of God who has been predestined to be conformed to the image of
God’s Son, has been    predestined to be conformed to the image of a servant.  This
will be our happy and eternal destiny when

Jesus returns to make all things new!  



Revelation 22:3  There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be3

in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him ;  they will see His face, and His name will be on 4

their foreheads.  And there will no longer be any night; and they will not have need of the light of a 5

lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God will illumine them; and they will reign

forever and ever. 
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