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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #56

“The Battle of the Cross” (Part Ten)

(Scriptures from NKJV)

John 19:16-18:

Then he delivered Him to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus and

led Him away.  And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called

the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, where they

crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either side, and Jesus

in the center.

Luke 23:26-32: 

Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a

Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him they laid the

cross that he might bear it after Jesus.  And a great multitude of the

people followed Him, and women who also mourned and lamented

Him.  But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do

not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  For

indeed the days are coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the

barren, wombs that never bore, and breasts which never nursed!’ 

Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the

hills, “Cover us!”’ For if they do these things in the green wood, what

will be done in the dry?”  There were also two others, criminals, led

with Him to be put to death.

INTRODUCTION: All of the six trials of Jesus are now finished.  Three in the Jewish courts

headed up by Caiaphas, the high priest, and three in the Roman courts headed up by Pilate

and Herod.  Though He was found to be innocent of the charge of being an insurrectionist

against Rome, the Jews insisted He be crucified or else they would inform the Roman

superiors that Pilate had released a man who claimed He was a king.  Pilate became fearful

that he might not only lose his job, but also his life, and thus issued the decree that Jesus

be crucified to satisfy the Jews.  In so doing, he washed his hands in a ceremony setting

forth that he was not responsible for the death of Jesus.  The Jews responded by taking full

responsibility for Jesus’ death by saying, “His blood be on us and on our children.” 

(Matthew 27:25).  We are now ready to deal with the section which I am calling, “The

Pathway to the Cross.” 

But before we begin, I must go back and cover a section in last week’s lesson in which I said

I would cover in a little while, but did not.  It is located in John 19:11 when Jesus answered

Pilate with these words, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had

been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the

greater sin.”  I did not explain the meaning of the last sentence, because I spoke

extempor-aneously, and had failed to cover it in my written notes.  

The question is, “who is the one who delivered Christ to Pilate, and thus bears the greater

responsibility for Jesus’ death than that of Pilate?”  Primarily, the answer is Caiaphas and

the Jewish Sanhedrin.  Secondarily, it includes Judas, though Pilate probably had no
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personal acquaintance with Judas.  Jesus is clearly saying that it will be a great sin for

whoever takes His life.  This shows that some sins are greater than others and deserving

greater punishment.  It also opens the door for the question that has been debated for two

thousand years, namely, “who was responsible for killing Jesus?”  I have chosen not to

cover that question due to the time element involved.  Let us now proceed onward to “The

Pathway to the Cross.”  

A.  THE MURDERERS OF JESUS - “They took Him” John 16:18.

1.  The road to Calvary receives more attention in Luke than in the other three

Gospels.  On the other hand, Matthew 27:27 and Mark 15:16 provide us with information

about the outset of the journey.  In Mark 15:16-20 we are told, “Then the soldiers led

Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they called together the whole

garrison.  And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns,

put it on His head, and began to salute Him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’  Then they

struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, they

worshiped Him.  And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, put

His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.”   Note that the purple robe

which had been placed on Jesus in the Judgment Hall was removed and His regular clothes

were placed back on Him before they arrived at the place of execution.

2.  Who are the they?  Those who led Jesus away would have been the Jewish

authorities, who were overseeing the execution, along with a number of Roman soldiers,

whose duty would have been to carry out the crucifixion, at the command of the Roman

governor.  These were driven by their hatred of Jesus who had exposed their self-

righteousness.  They brought about the greatest miscarriage of justice the world has ever

seen.  This multitude is representative of all those who hear the Gospel and reject Jesus

Christ as the Savior of sinners.  

3.  Note in John 19:17, we are told that Jesus started out bearing His cross, but was

soon unable to do so.  Think of the lack of food, lack of water, lack of sleep, along with His

scourging and the stress of the events He has encountered.

B.  SIMON OF CYRENE - Luke 23:26 - “Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of

a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming from the country, and on him

they laid the cross that he might bear it after Jesus.”   

1.  On the way to the place of execution, the Roman soldiers seemingly chose at

random a man named Simon of Cyrene to bear the cross for Jesus.  It is said they “laid
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hold” of him (NKJV).  The ESV says they “seized” him.  This means he was compelled, as

opposed to being a volunteer.  He was from a country named Cyrene, a city in North Africa,

in what is modern day Libya.  He was probably in Jerusalem for the Passover and had no

idea what was to happen to him, and what a change would be made in his life by this man,

Jesus.  

2.  Mark 15:21 tells us something very interesting about Simon.  There we read,

“Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and

Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross.” 

Thus, he was the father of two sons named Alexander and Rufus.  This note would obviously

mean something to Mark’s initial readers which we would not appreciate.  But it would

clearly mean that both were Christians in good standing with the Christian community. 

Their conversion would occur sometime after the death of Christ.

3.  There is yet more information given us about Simon.  In Romans 16:13 Paul

makes this statement, “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.”  

This tells us two things about Simon.

a.  One, his son, Rufus, is an influential leader in the church in Rome.

b.  Two, that Rufus’ mother was Simon’s wife, and also a devoted Christian

who had acted as a mother to Paul.  The KJV and the NKJV have Paul referring to her as

“his (Rufus) mother and mine.”  This is somewhat vague and could cause one to believe

that she was Paul’s mother, which cannot be the case.  The Amplified and ESV give the

clearer meaning by these words, “his mother, who has been a mother to me as well.” 

The meaning is that in time past, this lady had treated Paul with the tender care which a

mother feels and shows to her own son.  This provides us with the basis for believing that

Simon was saved after bearing Christ’s cross and influenced his wife and two sons to believe

also.

4.  In reference to our theme of Predestination, I would note that the Roman soldiers

chose Simon at random out of the multitude, and God had sovereignly chosen him in

particular to be one of His elect, and this election occurred before the worlds were created! 

God’s sheep are found in strange pastures and brought safely into the fold.  They become

willing in the day of His power.  Note also that Jesus is saving sinners on the way to the

cross,  while He is on the cross, and after He dies on the cross.  What a Savior!  He, like

Paul, must “endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the

salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.”  (II Timothy 2:10).  Rufus was

said to have been “chosen in the Lord.”  So Simon, along with his wife and two sons were

all chosen by God, not based on something that made them distinct from others, but purely
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based on the good pleasure of God that He might make them distinct from others having

their lives manifested by good works.  Cf.  Ephesians 2:8-10 - “For by grace you have

been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of

works, lest anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in

them.” 

C.  A GREAT MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE - Luke 23:27 - “And a great multitude of

people followed Him.”

1.  Many people in this crowd had greeted Jesus earlier in the week when He entered

Jerusalem.  They had viewed Him as their Messianic King who at long last had arrived to

deliver them from the oppression of Roman rule.  But He did not fulfill their expectations. 

They were perplexed by Him talking of His impending death since there was no place in their

theology for a dying Messiah.  Now they are in a confused state of mind.  They do not know

whether to praise or reject Jesus.  Probably some of them were still hopeful that at the last

moment Jesus would come down off the cross as His enemies would challenge Him to do.

2.  All throughout His ministry, the crowds had an interest in Jesus, but very few

made a true commitment to Him.  Their minds were darkened and their feelings toward Him

were for selfish reasons.  While they were not His enemies, they would not confess Him as

Lord.  This crowd represents all those who refuse to make a saving commitment to Jesus

Christ.  They do not wish to ridicule Him, but they are unwilling to serve Him.  Their

numbers are legion.

D.  THE WEEPING WOMEN - Luke 23:27b-31 - the “women who also mourned and

lamented Him.  But Jesus, turning to them, said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not

weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.  For indeed the days

are coming in which they will say, Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore,

and breasts which never nursed!  Then they will begin to say to the mountains, Fall

on us! and to the hills, Cover us! For if they do these things in the green wood,

what will be done in the dry?’”

1.  There is disagreement over who these women are.  John MacArthur believes they

are professional mourners which accompany funeral processions.  John Gill, Matthew Henry

and John Lange believe they are sincere mourners, though not necessarily believers or

followers of Jesus.  They are nevertheless showing sympathy for Jesus and His impending

death, for His death is now certain.  When one leaves a Roman court carrying a cross, he

was saying to the onlookers, “Look at me carefully, for I am going down a road in which you
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shall not see me return.”  NOTE: This should be understood by Christians as to what it

means to bear or take up the cross of discipleship.  We should be saying to the world that

we have died to our life in the flesh, and are not going back to that lifestyle.  We are now

new creatures in Christ Jesus.  

2.  Jesus refers to the women as being the “Daughters of Jerusalem” signifying

“those who inhabit Jerusalem.”  This is a term used in the Old Testament to metaphorically

refer to Israel as a whole.  (Cf. Micah 4:8; Zephaniah 3:14; Zechariah 9:9).  Instead of

weeping for Him, Jesus told them to weep tears of sorrow and repentance for themselves

and for their children in light of the judgment that was coming.  The nation, as represented

by its leaders, had said to Pilate “His blood be on us and on our children.”  Little did

they realize what they were saying to God, who had sent His Son into the world to save

sinners.  These women, also representing the people of Israel, should now cease showing

sympathy for Jesus and instead, start weeping for themselves over the coming judgment

that would overtake them by the Romans in A.D. 70.   

3.  The severity of the judgment was such that a woman would consider herself

blessed if she had never given birth to a child.  When the Roman armies surrounded

Jerusalem and cut off their food supply, many of the people starved to death.  Many of the

women boiled their small children and ate them.  Jesus had said earlier in Luke 21:23, “But

woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days!

For there will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this people.”   These

women, who were mothers, would suffer greater than those without children.

4.  Jesus further predicts the degree of suffering which is to come upon this

reprobate nation.  If the people stay in the city, they will starve to death.  If they try to

escape, they will die by the sword.  Some committed suicide, others killed their friends and

family rather than die at the hands of the Romans.  In verse 30 Jesus said, “Then they will

begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’” The distress

will be so terrible that they will prefer a sudden cataclysmic death by mountains falling upon

them and the hills to cover them rather than suffering the continual horrors of the daily

siege.

5.  Jesus goes on to explain why their cries for deliverance will be justified.  In Verse

31, He says, “For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be done in the

dry?”  Jesus continues His prediction of the coming judgment upon Jerusalem through the

use of a Proverb.  He is describing the punishment inflicted by the Romans.  He likens

Himself to a green tree, and the nation of Israel to a dry tree.  It is believed this is taken

from Ezekiel 20:45-48.   “Furthermore the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘Son
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of man, set your face toward the south; preach against the south and prophesy

against the forest land, the South, and say to the forest of the South, Hear the

word of the Lord! Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will kindle a fire in you, and it

shall devour every green tree and every dry tree in you; the blazing flame shall not

be quenched, and all faces from the south to the north shall be scorched by it.  All

flesh shall see that I, the Lord, have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.’”  The

scene is describing how a fire can destroy a forest.  The point which Jesus is making is that

He is a green tree full of life and fruitfulness.  Israel is a dry dead tree with no life or fruit. 

If the Romans can do what they are doing to Him, what will they be able to do to a dry

barren nation in A.D. 70?

Jesus could also be saying, “If God delivers Me up to such suffering as these

because I am a sacrifice for sin, what will He do to impenitent sinners?”  Matthew Henry

makes this sobering statement, 

If God did this to the Son of His love, when He found sin imputed to Him,

what shall He do to the generation of His wrath?  If the Father was pleased in

doing these things to the green tree, why should He be loth to do it to the

dry?  Note, the consideration of the bitter suffering of our Lord Jesus should

engage us to stand in awe of the justice of God, and to tremble before Him.” 

(Henry, Commentary on Luke).  

This group of women is representative of the multitude of people who have

vague concepts about Jesus, but do not understand who He is, or the extent of what He

came to earth to do.  They do not understand what the Gospel is, yet they cling to Him with

an emotional attachment.  They may even do good works in His name.  Our churches are

filled with religious people like this who are lost and on their way to hell.  They will listen to

a Jesus of love, but not to a Jesus of justice and wrath, who will punish sinners.

E.  THE TWO CRIMINALS - Luke 23:32, 33 - “There were also two others, criminals,

led with Him to be put to death.  And when they had come to the place called

Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the

other on the left.”  

1.  The various descriptive names of these men.  In the KJV, they are called

malefactors.  In the NKJV they are called criminals, as does the ESV, NAS, and the NIV, as

well as others.  The word “kakourgos” means “one who works evil or does wrong.”  It can be

translated into English as “malefactor, criminal or evildoer.”  It is only used four times in the

New Testament, here in verses 32, 33 and in verse 39.  The only other place it is used is

found in II Timothy 2:9 where it is translated “evildoer” in the KJV and the NKJV. 

Meanwhile, in II Timothy 2:9 it is translated “criminal” in the ESV, NASV, and the NIV.
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Meanwhile Matthew and Mark call these two men “robbers.”  Cf. Matthew 27:38, 44,

and Mark 15:27.  The Greek word “testes” can be translated “robber, plunderer, or false

teacher.”  The KJV translates this word as “thieves,” thus the two men are called thieves,

which is too weak a word to get the true meaning.  In searching the word meaning of all

these words, we can determine that a “thief” was one who took the property of others by

deceit.  Meanwhile, a “robber” was one who took the property of others by force.  Barabbas

was such, in that he was an insurrectionist and probably would have been crucified with the

other two men in question.  They would all have been criminals or robbers in the sense they

were seeking to overthrow Rome.  Thus the word, “thief” as used in the KJV conveys that

these men were but common thieves, when in reality they were given the death sentence by

Rome instead of merely being thrown in jail and beaten.     

2.  A statement is made in Luke 23:32 which is applicable to our study of

Predestination.  It consists of the words, “There were also two other criminals led with

Him to be put to death.”  Mark tells us this was the fulfillment of the Old Testament

prophecy found in Isaiah 53:12.  In Mark 15:27, 28, we are told, “With Him they also

crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. So the Scripture

was fulfilled which says, ‘And He was numbered with the transgressors.’”  When

Isaiah made this prophecy, it meant it was certain to happen or else he would have been a

false prophet.  Thus the future was certain to occur, meaning that nothing could come about

by the wills of the creatures which would or could change it.  And yet the wills of men and

angels were operating within the confines of various natures.  They were choosing to do

what they wanted to do, yet all the time, unbeknownst to them, they were doing what God

ordained for them to do.  We quote again the words found in Acts 4:25-28 - “Who by the

mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, and the people

plot vain things? The kings of the earth took their stand, and the rulers were

gathered together against the Lord and against His Christ.  For truly against Your

holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the

Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together to do whatever Your

hand and Your purpose determined before to be done.”   

Neither “free-will” or “process theology” will fit into the crucifixion of Christ.
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