
Gospel of Mark Chapter 9D 

 

On May 14, 2013 New Yorker magazine ran the Story of how Angelina Jolie decided to 

radically deal with what she saw as the imminent danger of breast cancer. 

 

“MY MOTHER fought cancer for almost a decade and died at 56. She held out long enough to 

meet the first of her grandchildren and hold them in her arms. But my other children will never 

have the chance to know her and experience how loving and gracious she was.” 

 

 “My doctors estimated that I had an 87 percent risk of breast cancer and a 50 percent risk of 

ovarian cancer, although the risk is different in the case of each woman. 

Only a fraction of breast cancers result from an inherited gene mutation. Those with a defect in 

BRCA1 have a 65 percent risk of getting it, on average 

Once I knew that this was my reality, I decided to be proactive and to minimize the risk as much 

I could. I made a decision to have a preventive double mastectomy.” 

 Once disclosed Miss Jolie’s decision to submit to this radical procedure was discussed by 

every talk show throughout the nation. She chose a radical cutting away of her own flesh as 

a way of protecting herself from what she saw as an imminent threat. 

 

As we open up the Gospel of Mark today we find Jesus instructing his Disciples to deal radically 

with the imminent threat and destructive properties of sin.  

 According to the doctors if Miss Jolie did not address the threat of cancer she had an 87% 

chance of succumbing to it.  

 According to the Bible those who do not address the plague of sin through faith in Christ 

have a 100% chance of eternal destruction.  

 I have entitled my message for today, “Radical Discipleship.” 

 

The idea of radical discipleship is not a new one to our study in the Gospels. 

Lu 14:26  “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 

children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 

Lu 14:27  Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.  

 

Mark 9:41 -50 deals with how to maintain purity.  

Maintaining purity in the Body of Christ is presented in 3 ways 

1. Radical discipleship in the community of believers. 

2. Radical discipleship in our personal lives. 

3. In Radical discipleship WE become a living sacrifice. 

 

You may remember from last week’s study that Jesus is in the process of correcting his disciples 

as to how they were treating one another. Along the road they were arguing about which of them 

was the greatest. 

As an illustration, Jesus picked up a child and said: Verse 37  “Whoever receives one such child 

in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

 The Disciples of Christ are encouraged to freely, openly and humbly welcome fellow 

believers with childlike faith and innocence.  
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 They should set aside prideful concerns for rank, pre-eminence and prominence. Instead 

they should focus their attention on how they might serve one another in love from a 

pure heart. 

 

I don’t want you to miss this: “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me,”   

 This saying points to the glorious mystery of Christ’s union with his people. In a 

beautiful and mysterious way when we welcome one another we welcome HIM. 

 The believer’s union with Christ is sometimes compared to the union of marriage. 

 

Ephesians 5:31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh.” 32  This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to 

Christ and the church. 

 Like marriage the covenantal union between Christ and his Bride is exclusive. 

 All other loves outside of that union are forbidden because they defile the holy union 

between the Bride and the Bridegroom, between the church and Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:15  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take 

the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16  Or do you not know 

that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two 

will become one flesh.” 17  But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 

 God designed marriage to be pure and the marriage bed undefiled because it is 

representative of Christ’s union with the church. 

 And so when Jesus speaks of “Radical Discipleship” He focuses on the PURITY of the 

body and the PURITY of each individual in the body. 

a. Our first concern is for the community of believers, more especially the purity of 

love that believers have for one another. 

 

1 Radical discipleship in the community of believers. 

Mark 9:41  For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong 

to Christ will by no means lose his reward. 42  “Whoever causes one of these little ones who 

believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck 

and he were thrown into the sea. 

 There is a great reward awaiting every believer who expresses care and compassion for 

his fellow believer. An act of love as simple as providing a cool glass of water will not 

be overlooked by the Lord on that great day when he rewards his beloved people. 

 On the other side of the coin, whoever causes or entices one of these little ones (the 

beloved children of the Lord) to sin will also receive recompense from the Lord. 

 The idea behind the words “Cause to sin” is that of purposefully setting someone up for a 

fall. The word denotes entrapment. Like the snaring a bird. 

 

When I played football there was a great deal of practical joking at the end of our practices. One 

of the things that we used to do was draw another player into a conversation while a team mate 

very quietly got down on all fours behind the person. Then with one quick blow you pushed the 

unsuspecting player over the back of your co-conspirator. The whole team would roar at the fall 

of the gullible player.  

“Whoever causes one of these little ones to sin” carries the idea of setting a trap.  



 IN this context, Jesus gives what may be his strongest warning. 

 It is a sober caution against inhibiting, injuring or destroying the faith of simple or young 

believer. Anyone who causes one of the Lord’s little ones to stumble will be severely 

judged by the Lord. 

 The same idea is covered in the Gospel of Matthew in the context of church discipline: 

 

Matthew 18:6  but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 

better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth 

of the sea.  7 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, 

but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 

 “WOE” is a scary inference to the impending judgment of God. 

 We expect solicitations for sin to come from the world, BUT you don’t expect it to take 

place in the Body of Christ.  

 

HOW do we cause another believer to sin? 

 By passing on a juicy morsel of gossip, luring them into some faction. 

 By neglecting to speak the truth in love when your brothers are in need of exhortation. 

 By flaunting your liberties in front of a weaker brother. 

 

Jesus is committed to the purity of his Bride and he will deal firmly in discipline when that purity 

is threatened. 

 Purity within the Body must begin with the personal purity of each believer. With that in 

mind Mark addresses personal purity in verses 43 - 48. 

 

2 Radical discipleship in my own life. 

Mark 9: 43  And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled 

than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.  44  

45  And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with 

two feet to be thrown into hell. 

47And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 

with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell,  48 ‘where their worm does not die and 

the fire is not quenched.’ 

 

You may know someone who suffered from diabetes and in the course of the disease it became 

necessary to remove his or her toes, a foot, maybe even a leg. A portion of their extremity 

became Gangrenous and had to be removed in order to save their life. 

 This procedure is only done as a last resort. 

 In this discourse the Lord Jesus encourages those within his hearing to be RADICAL in 

their dealings with personal sin. 

 

The words of Jesus are especially radical in light of the Scripture’s ban of personal 

disfigurement. The Bible forbids the mutilation of a man’s flesh in Lev. 19:28. 

 SO what is Jesus really saying? 

 To grab the attention of the hearers, Jesus employs hyperbole (purposeful exaggeration) 

to draw attention to the horrible dangers of God’s wrath against sin. 

 



Listen, Jesus doesn’t exaggerate God’s wrath, the hyperbole is meant to highlight the radical 

extent to which one must be willing to go to avoid hell. 

 Hell is real and it is eternal. 

 There are 12 mentions of Hell in the New Testament 11 of those mentions come from the 

mouth of the Lord Jesus. 

b. Hell is a place of perpetual torment, it is the place of outer darkness where the 

fires never cease burning and the devouring worm never dies. 

c. IN light of this imposing threat: 

 

If you have a problem with your hand (every time you go into a store) it leads you to steal. 

If you have a problem with your eyes, you can’t go to the beach without lusting. 

If you have a problem with your feet, they keep taking you into the corner bar where you always 

end up in drunkenness. 

Radical means must be employed to avoid the torment of outer darkness. It is better for you to 

enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell 

 

There was a man in a church where I was serving who had a problem with his eyes, his hands 

and his feet. Lust consumed him. His feet took him into the hall where his hands touched the 

women he passed after church. The unique situation was this, the man was blind. Plucking out 

his eyes would make no difference.  

We did consider cutting off his hands. 

 Jesus tells us that our offensive flesh needs to be cut off. Speaking to the Corinthian 

believers the Apostle Paul shares about his own life: 

 

1 Corinthians 9:27  But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to 

others I myself should be disqualified. 

2Corinthians 7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

 While there is a definite putting off of the old man and putting on of the new that takes 

place in our new birth, the ongoing process of sanctification forces me to deal with my 

flesh every day. 

 

It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 

into hell, 

 In reality how can a man successfully avoid being thrown into hell? Is it by cutting the 

offending extremities away from his body??  (some of the old monks thought so) 

 Scripture tells us that, God is perfectly JUST, and men are thoroughly depraved, it would 

seem that hell would be unavoidable.  

Ro 6:23  For the wages of sin is death,  ( and ALL of us have sinned)  but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 The perfect justice of God requires that the debt of sin be fully paid. 

o Frankly, I don’t have enough limbs in my body to atone for all of my sin. 

There is no measure of cutting that can make me righteous. 

 

But God sent his Son into the world. Jesus came and gave his life as a ransom for many. Those 

who repent of their sin and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, pass from death into life. 



 

Mark 10:45  For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

 Faith in the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ removes all sin, past present and 

future and endows the believer with the perfect righteousness of Christ. 

 God not only removes the penalty of sin he also removes the power of sin BUT so long 

as we are in this world we remain in the presence of sin. 

 Personal purity in the life of the believer is a matter of denying the flesh and living by 

the Spirit.  

 

3 In Radical discipleship WE become a living sacrifice 

 

Our last point comes from Verses 49 - 50. These are difficult passages to decipher. A simple 

reading of them can leave you scratching your head. 

Mark 9: 49  For everyone will be salted with fire. 50  Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its 

saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one 

another.” 

 In the Hebrew culture the place where fire and salt come together is in the offering of 

sacrifices to the Lord. 

 

Leviticus 2:13, You shall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the salt of the 

covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering; with all your offerings you shall 

offer salt. 

 The grain offering was a voluntary offering. Offered in thanksgiving as a sweet smelling 

aroma to God. (Smell of fresh baking bread) 

 Leviticus tells us that SALT represents the covenant of God. 

a. Salt is a fitting representative of the covenant because salt is a stable element. It 

never loses its essential properties or characteristics. 

 Like the covenant of God that never loses its power to preserve or purify the people of 

God.  

 

When an offering was brought to the altar the priest would pour the salt of the covenant on it and 

place it on the fire where it would be burned before God as a sweet smelling sacrifice. 

 

Jesus is our high priest, he pours upon us His covenant of grace, and lays us on the purifying 

fires of the altar of sanctification. 

 It is on this altar of sanctification where our lives become a sweet smelling aroma to the 

Lord God. 

 The salt of the covenant and the fires of the altar serve to purify us so that we have no 

need of cutting off hands and feet. We are cleansed by the work of Christ alone. 

 I can’t help but think that this was in Paul’s mind when he wrote: 

  

Romans 12:1  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 

may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.   



 This week I would like you to picture yourself as an offering of worship laid on the altar 

before God. 

 Think of the covenant of Grace as the purifying salt that has been freely poured out upon 

you to make you holy and acceptable to God. 

 AND offer your praise as a sweet smelling sacrifice.  

 

 

 

 

 


