
John (70): Jesus and Lazarus (6)                                    Hymns 118, projected hymn, 177 

 

We come this morning for the sixth and final time to this eleventh chapter, and Jesus and Lazarus—having 

seen the actual miracle last week, we come this week to the events that immediately followed the miracle 

(vv45-57)... 

 

Now—it's my intention this morning, to largely focus on verses 49-52, which contain the prophecy of 

Caiaphas and its interpretation by John—the remaining verses I want to consider as they have relation to these 

verses... 

 

I.   A Prophecy Given—vv49-50 

II.  A Prophecy Explained—vv51-52  

 

I.   A Prophecy Given—vv49-50 

 

1. John records two very different responses to our Savior's miracle—some believed (v45), others informed 

the Pharisees (v46)... 

2. In v47 we learn that the chief priests and Pharisees gathered a council to decided what they should do 

about Christ... 

3. Now—let me here remind you that the chief priests were largely Sadducees who often collided with the 

Pharisees... 

4. But—here we learn that these two, often opposing groups of Jewish leaders, agreed on their dislike for our 

Savior...   

5. V47b—"What shall we do? For this Man works many signs"—seemingly, they refute His miracles, but 

only feared the inevitable consequences of them... 

6. V48—"If we let Him alone like this, everyone will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take 

away both our place and nation..." 

7. That is—"If Jesus continued to perform miracles, many people will believe on Him, and become His 

followers... 

8. And if this happens—the Romans will get involved—that is, the Romans will view this as a legitimate 

threat... 

9. Thus—the council's concern was selfish—if the Romans get involved—"they are going to take away both 

our place and nation..." 

10. In other words—if the Romans get involved, they are going to lose our place of prominence within the 

nation of Israel... 

11. These Jewish leaders understood—that the fate of the Jewish nation was necessarily connected with their 

fate... 

12. Thus—the Jewish council was not concerned for the nation—they Jewish council was concerned for 

themselves...   

13. Verses 49-50—"And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, You know nothing 

at all, nor do you consider that it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people, and not that 

the whole nation should perish..." 

14. That is—You guys hardly understand what's truly at stake—the ONLY option we have is to put Him to 

death... 

15. When Caiaphas said—"it is expedient for us that one man should die for the people"—he means, Jesus 

must die... 

16. Not die for a sacrifice for sin, but killed so that the Romans will leave them alone—it's the only way to 

save their places... 

17. Thus—Caiaphas had a rather simply solution to the dilemma—if Jesus is killed, the Romans will leave us 

alone... 

18. That this is what Caiaphas meant is evident from vv53-57, for this is exactly what the council sought to 

do... 

19. [a] The response of the council, v53—"Then, from that day on, they plotted to put Him to death"—that is, 

the council sought to kill Jesus... 
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20. [b] The response of Jesus, v54—"Therefore, Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went 

from there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and there remained with His 

disciples..." 

21. In other words—our Savior new they had decided to kill Him—He knew the evil and wicked counsel of 

Caiaphas... 

22. Thus—our Savior, along with His disciples, remained in the country, because He knew they were seeking 

Him... 

23. V57—"Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command, that if anyone knew where He 

was, he should report it, that they might seize Him..." 

24. In other words, it wasn't time for Jesus to be arrested and put to death—His time was coming, but was not 

yet...    

25. Thus—before we move on to our second main heading—let me briefly suggest three lessons from verses 

45-50... 

26. [1] Wicked men will never be changed, by mere miracles—many people saw the miracle and continued in 

unbelief... 

27. This underscores how totally depraved man is—that he could witness such an event and remain 

unbelieving... 

28. Lazarus was four days in the grave—they witnessed him come out of the grave, still rapped in grave-

clothes... 

29. They witnessed, what many have called, our Savior's greatest miracle—a man raised to life, by the mere 

power of the voice... 

30. But—then, the Pharisees and Council, plotted to kill Him even though they knew He committed the 

miracle... 

31. In fact—they intended to kill Him because He committed the miracle—this was why they sought to kill 

Him... 

32. But then things get worse—because they not only sought to kill Jesus for the miracle, but also the miracle 

itself (12:10)... 

33. V47—"Then the chief priest and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, What shall we do? For this 

Man works many signs..." 

34. What a tragic display of native depravity—what crime did our Savior do, to deserve the treatment He 

received... 

35. "What shall we do? For this Man works many signs"—He went about doing good—healing those who are 

sick...   

36. Man, by nature is so depraved, that nothing but the powerful work of the Spirit, can change his wicked 

heart... 

37. CHS—"Mr. Whitefield once raised a great storm against himself by saying that man, by nature, was little 

better than half beast and half devil. That was, certainly, a very strong expression; yet I question whether 

there are not abundant instances of conduct, on the part of men, which would be a disgrace even to beasts, 

and which would seem more in harmony with the character of the devil; and, in such cases, it would not be 

inappropriate if we were to say that man is altogether devil..." 

38. Lk.16:29-31—"Abraham said to him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, 

No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent. But he said to him, If they do 

not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead..." 

39. I trust the application of these words to our text is obvious—by Moses and the prophets is meant the 

Scripter... 

40. What Abraham says is simple—If someone refuses to believe the gospel, then mere miracles will never 

help... 

41. [2] Wicked men will join forces against Christ and the truth—I find this truth in the Sadducees and 

Pharisees... 

42. The Sadducees and Pharisees despised each other—but, they despised someone more than they hated each 

other... 

43. And brethren—this has been true throughout the centuries—regardless of personal enmity, man always 

joins forces against Christ... 
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44. For example, in a very short time, our Savior is going to return to Jerusalem, and there He will be arrested 

by the Romans... 

45. The Jews and Romans obviously did not get along—they were opposed to each other, but they hated 

Christ more... 

46. Thus—they joined forces to arrest, beat and eventually kill Him—hatred often brings long-time enemies 

together... 

47. Ps.2:2-3—"The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD 

and against His Anointed, saying, Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their cords from us..." 

48. This Psalm is foretelling the unlikely union between the Romans (kings) and Jews (rulers)—together 

against Christ... 

49. Most of us are aware of the long history between these two groups of people—both of them hated each 

other... 

50. Yet—they actually hated someone else more than each other—the LORD (Father) and His Anointed 

(Christ)...  

51. And brethren—nothing has changed—for today, people of every stripe, join together to oppose Christ and 

the truth... 

52. For example, you can be democrat or republican, male or female, black or white, rich or poor, educated or 

not educated...       

53. While these things divide people, and divide them strongly—brethren, these differences produce strong 

divisions... 

54. And yet—tell these people the truth—tell them what Scripture teaches about God, man, Christ, salvation, 

and eternity...  

55. Yes, tell them lovingly and humbly—but tell them the truth—and I assure you, they will begin to unite 

together... 

56. [3] What wicked men intend for harm, God intends for good—both Caiaphas and God intended to put 

Christ to death...    

57. Caiaphas had his reasons and God had His reasons—and yet, God was going to use Caiaphas to achieve 

His purposes... 

58. In these words of Caiaphas we have Jesus' death warrant—he wanted Jesus dead, for his own self and evil 

reasons... 

59. And yet, the Father also wanted Jesus dead—but He wanted Jesus died for very different reasons than did 

Caiaphas... 

60. Caiaphas didn't know that God was using him for His own sovereign purposes—Caiaphas was merely a 

pawn... 

61. Now—let me clarify—this doesn't deny that Caiaphas' plans were evil—what Caiaphas suggested was 

wicked... 

62. Furthermore, this doesn't deny that Caiaphas acted freely—God didn't force Caiaphas to say these evil 

words... 

63. But—it does mean this—God uses the evil and free actions of men to achieve His good and gracious 

purposes... 

64. Gen.50:20—"But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good in order to bring it 

about as it is this day, to save many people alive..." 

65. His brothers wickedly threw him into a pit and sold him into slavery—all with evil motives and 

intentions... 

66. And yet, God has other intentions for those very actions—He used their evil acts to promote His good 

purposes...  

67. [a] Nationally—by this of course I refer to the present political, moral, and spiritual climate of our beloved 

nation...  

68. There are many people within this country, who, by their actions and policies, intend evil and harm for this 

nation... 

69. But—God is going to ultimately use their actions for the good of His nation, and by that I do not mean the 

USA... 

70. Dear friends, when Caiaphas and John talk about "nations"—they are not the same nation—one is physical 

one is spiritual... 
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71. What Caiaphas said in vv4950 would actually be the very reason the physical nation was destroyed in 70 

AD... 

72. And yet, these very actions would also be the very reason the spiritual nation (vv51-52), would eternally 

prosper... 

73. Oh dear brethren, surely we know that God has never promised that this nation (USA), will forever 

prosper... 

74. But—what He has promised is—regardless what men plan for evil—He will work that evil for the good of 

His people... 

75. Regardless who becomes president, and what policies they enforce—ultimately, God will override these, 

for the good of His nation (which is comprised of many nations)... 

76. [b] Personally—by this I mean, regardless how and why people mistreat us, God intends to use it for our 

good... 

77. God intentionally uses the wicked behavior of His enemies, to bring about good in the lives of His beloved 

people... 

78. Rom.8:28—"And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

the called according to His purpose..." 

79. I think every person here is familiar with this verse—but my question would be, are we familiar with the 

context... 

80. V18—"For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 

which shall be revealed in us..." 

81. V36—"As it is written: For Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter..." 

 

II.  A Prophecy Explained—vv51-52  

 

1. In verses 51-52, John gives us an altogether different meaning to Caiaphas' prophecy—a spiritual 

meaning... 

2. There is no question that Caiaphas meant his words physically and politically—Jesus had to die for their 

safety... 

3. But John, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, refers to his statement as a prophecy—which means—a 

divine pronouncement... 

4. V51—"Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied that 

Jesus would die for the nation..." 

5. In other words—although Caiaphas did not understand it—what he said was actually a prophecy of 

Christ's death... 

6. Caiaphas, although unconverted, although a selfish man, foretold the necessity and nature of Christ's 

atoning death... 

7. Now—within the OT Scriptures there are other examples of wicked men, used of God, to prophecy 

TRUTH... 

8. Num.24:17—"I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; a Star shall come out of Jacob; a 

Scepter shall rise out of Israel..." 

9. This is a part of Balaam's prophecy—Balaam was evidently unrighteous, and yet, God spoke truth through 

him...  

10. Thus—what I want to do under this final heading—is first suggest three things about Christ's death as 

found in vv51-52 (and then I want to close with three applications)... 

11. [1] It's vicarious in nature—the word "vicarious" means "in the place of"—Christ died in the place of 

sinners...  

12. V51—"being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation"—that is, elect Jews 

within that nation... 

13. V52—"and not for that nation only"—that is, He died for many outside that nation—or who are not literal 

Jews... 

14. Though Caiaphas meant these words of physical Israel and physical salvation, John interprets them of a 

spiritual nation and a spiritual salvation...   
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15. MH—"Caiaphas meant by that nation those in it that stubbornly held to Judaism, but God meant those in 

it that would receive the doctrine of Christ, and become followers of him, all believers, the spiritual seed 

of Abraham..." 

16. 1Jn.2:2—"And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole 

world..." 

17. Remember, the John who wrote this verse, is the same John that wrote Jn.11:51-52—they are the same 

person and the exact same truth... 

18. Christ is the propitiation for our sins—that is, elect Jews—"and not for our only but also for the whole 

world"—that is, Gentiles scattered throughout the world... 

19. Thus—the word "propitiation" explains the phrase "die for"—it literally means—"the act of satisfying the 

wrath of another..." 

20. Christ's death is the act, the sacrifice, which has satisfied God's wrath and righteous anger, because of our 

sins... 

21. [2] It's effectual in design—that is—there's a necessary connection between Jesus dying for His people and 

gathering His people... 

22. Put another way—in Jesus death, He paid a debt that actually secured the salvation of a certain group of 

people... 

23. V52—"[He died] not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of 

God who were scattered abroad..." 

24. The death of Jesus Christ was an actual payment, that effectually secures the gathering of God's elect 

people... 

25. Let me put it this way—there is a necessary connection between Jesus death and Him gathering His 

people...   

26. [3] It's racially diverse in scope—that is—in Christ's death, He intended to gather people taken from every 

nation... 

27. V52—"and not for that nation only, but also that He would gather together in one the children of God who 

were scattered abroad..." 

28. Now—before I go any further, let me briefly prove to you, that it is the Gentiles that John here has in 

mind... 

29. Jn.10:16—"And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear 

My voice and there will be one flock and one shepherd..." 

30. Rev.5:9—"And they sang a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for 

You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation..." 

31. Thus—in closing this morning, I want to suggest three applications from John's interpretation of Caiaphas' 

prophecy...   

32. [a] It gives comfort to a troubled conscience—Jesus Christ has fully satisfied God's wrath because of my 

sin... 

33. 1Jn.2:1—"My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we 

have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous..." 

34. John wrote this letter, to assist them in not sinning—that he would motivate them to obey God's word and 

law... 

35. But John knew that Christians will sin, and thus he continued—"And if anyone sins"—that is, in case you 

do sin... 

36. When you sin, dear Christian, when you violate God's holy law, when you trespass upon His divine 

commands... 

37. "We have an Advocate with the Father"—whenever we sin, John wants us to remember, we have an 

Advocate with God... 

38. That is—we have a Mediator, an Intercessor—someone who stands before the Father in our name and 

stead... 

39. Now—last week I reminded you of the twofold activities of a High Priest—oblation (sacrifice) and 

intercession... 

40. The High Priest takes the merit of His oblation (sacrifice), and caries it before God, and pleads it for the 

people... 
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41. [b] It gives boldness to a fearful Christian—here I refer to the fact that Christ's death has secured a certain 

salvation... 

42. Let me put it this way—the death of Jesus has made certain—the salvation of a specific people scattered 

abroad... 

43. Now—how does this provide boldness to a fearful Christian—because God is going to us to bring these 

people... 

44. God uses His word, His gospel, to call His elect people to Himself—Jesus died to—"gather a people to 

Himself..."  

45. God has an elect people and He will gather in one the children of God who were scattered abroad—this He 

will do... 

46. And my dear friends, He will do this through us, His beloved, needy, fearful people, with and through His 

word... 

47. When we tell people the gospel—at the nursing home, in the church, in our home, in our neighborhoods, 

we should do so with confidence... 

48. The power within that message, does NOT come from us—the power in that message comes from Christ's 

death... 

49. [c] It gives help to a racially divided world—my friends, nothing can heal this racial division, but the 

gospel... 

50. It seems that for last 5 or so years, the subject of racial reconciliation has been a hot topic in Reformed 

churches... 

51. In fact, there is a sense in which it's become in vogue—in many circles you're not with it, if you're not 

talking about it... 

52. Now—let me humbly say—that much of what's being said—isn't helpful—it's not grounded in the 

Scriptures... 

53. For some—if your church isn't equally mixed with black, white, yellow, and brown—there is something 

wrong... 

54. Now—don't get me wrong—I wish our church was perfectly mixed with European, African, Asian, and 

Latin Americans... 

55. But here's my point—that simply doesn't always work out—for various reasons, churches will be lop-

sided... 

56. Sometimes because of the traditions of the church or even the geographical location of the church, it may 

be predominantly one color... 

57. And yet, John's interpretation of Caiaphas' prophecy, teaches us—Christ died to have a racially diverse 

Bride... 

58. Thus, in this sense, racial reconciliation, is a gospel issue—nothing can unite people as one, but Christ's 

cross... 

59. [i] Let us pray for a diverse church—that is, let us pray that Christ would advance His kingdom world-

wide... 

60. But, brethren, it's not wrong to pray that Christ would make our little church, reflect that diversity in North 

Canton...   

61. [ii] Let us pursue a diverse church—that is, let us get to know people of a different nationality and 

background... 

62. For some of us, this might mean we move from our comfort zone—but brethren, this is one reason Christ 

died... 

63. Eph.2:14-16—"For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle 

wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained 

in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might 

reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity..." 

64. It was through the cross, that Christ put away the enmity that existed between us—yes, between us and 

God, but also between us as different people groups... 

65. Jn.11:51-52—"Now this he did not say on his own authority; but being high priest that year he prophesied 

that Jesus would die for the nation, and not for that nation only, but also that he would gather together in 

one the children of God who were scattered abroad..."  


