
Acts 17:30-31 (WCF 33:1) “Final Judgement”

For the Children: Recently, there have been some big storms in Vanuatu, and also in parts of NZ.  When the weather-
experts expect a major storm, warnings go out.  Wise people listen to those warnings – they fix their windows and doors 
so they can’t blow open, and hide indoors.  It would be very foolish to run outside and shout, “I don’t believe in 
storms!”  Yet that is what unbelievers do with God’s warning of the coming storm of the Day of Judgement.  It is 
absolutely certain that that Day is around the corner.  Jesus will be the Judge.  Those who love Him will be kept safe in 
this storm.  Those who do not will be destroyed eternally.  Questions: How can we be sure that there is a Day of 
Judgement?  Why has God made Jesus the Judge?  How does His resurrection give proof that He is coming to judge the 
world?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: God Has Fixed a Day
• Overlooked Ignorance: Man, created in God’s image, has turned to idols.  Therefore, God has fixed a Day of 

Judgement – He did so before the world began.  In the meantime, He has been enduring man’s wickedness 
with much patience.  He endured the great darkness of the Gentile nations in the OT period.  He endures all the 
“vessels of wrath,” in order to make more clear the riches of His glory upon the “vessels of mercy” (Rom. 
9:22-23).  But now that Christ has come, the Word about salvation – and judgement – has been sent out into the 
whole world

• A Day of Judgement: The Day of Judgement has been “fixed” or “appointed.”  It is inevitable and unavoidable. 
See also 1 Thess. 5:2-4 and 2 Pet. 3:10.  On that Day the Lord will no longer hold back His wrath against the 
wicked.

• In Righteousness: This judgement will be “in righteousness” – as per Pss. 9:8, 96:13, 98:9.  It will display the 
justice and righteousness of God’s character, as well as the righteousness of Christ in those who are saved.  All 
will be judged according to their deeds (and words and thoughts), whether good or evil (Mt. 12:36-37; 2 Cor. 
5:10).  No one will be able to complain then that they have been done an injustice by the Lord.  These things 
will show the attitude of sinners to God – whether they know Christ or not.  Those who do not will be judged 
on their deeds without a Mediator.  Those whose deeds show that they know Christ, will have the deeds they 
built on the foundation of Christ accepted by God.

Second Point: God Has Appointed a Man
• His Agent of Judgement: God has appointed/fixed Christ as His Agent of judgement, in order to show His 

righteousness more fully.  Unlike the vague myths of men or demi-gods judging the dead, the Bible gives 
much detail about Christ’s Nature, His righteousness and God’s standard of judgement.  The OT already 
foretold that God would judge the world through this Man (Ps. 2, Dan. 7:13).

• Furnished Proof: In speaking of Christ being “appointed” to judge, the text is stressing His human nature – for 
God is already Judge of all, and is not “appointed.”  As man, Christ had to live for God, die for sinners, and be 
raised to glory.  His position as Judge could therefore be conferred upon Him.  The resurrection furnishes clear 
evidence that Christ fulfilled God’s Word in a way pleasing to the Father.  It shows that He is the One given 
this role of Judge, and confirms His teaching about that and other things.  God’s Word is also our basis for 
proclaiming the coming judgement and the One Who is Judge.

Third Point: God Has Ordered Repentance
• A Declaration to All Men: Unlike the OT, now God has declared to all men everywhere that His Son is coming 

to judge the world.  It is “about” to happen.  He therefore orders all men to repent while there is still time.  If 
they do not, they have even less excuse now than in the time of ignorance of the Gentiles.  There is even less 
excuse again for those who have been in the covenant!

• What Repentance Means: “Repentance” is turning away from sin.  This is the only proper response to God’s 
warning of judgement – since He commands it.  It is also what pleases Him and honours His Son.  Not that we 
repent of every sin as we should.  But even repentance “as small as a mustard seed” shows that we love the 
Lord from the heart, and have forgiveness of sins through Him.

Conclusion:


