
James 1:2-4 
Peculiar Joy 

 
Various trials … 
 
I. Critical Assumption 
 A. Faith 
 B. Fire 
 C. Finery 
 
II. Vital Process 
 A. Testing 
 B. Results 
  1. Perseverance 
  2. Perfection 
 
III. Profound Consideration 
 A. Abiding Joy 
 B. Deeper Trust 
  
… for a little while. 
 
Children, Listen … 
1. What do James’ readers have that is being “tested?” 
2. Can Christians expect to have troubles in life? 
3. How can God’s people still have joy when they face troubles in life? 
4. Are problems in life meant to teach us to trust God more or less? 
5. How will “keeping our eyes on Jesus” help us in our life? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contrary to Popular Belief 
Contrary to popular belief true faith is not about everything going right in 
life and true joy is not necessary a state promoted by ease and comfort.  
James reminds us that life will be filled with a variety of trials, but that the 
goal of those trials will serve a unique purpose for believers. First, they will 
test the authenticity of our faith. Then, when proved to be that faith which 
is an irrevocable gift from God, those very same trials will further refine that 
faith and bring the exercise of it to greater maturity. We might see that 
second part as something of a learning curve. When we face “bad things” 
we can learn to trust God to trust Him even more, knowing that He really 
does have our ultimate best interest in mind. When we experience an 
abundance of “good things” we can learn to receive them with thanksgiving, 
practice good stewardship, and give Him glory by the way we manage them 
for His greatest glory. Such a godly perspective will keep us from despair 
when things are rough and will keep us from complacency when things are 
smooth. All in all and in the end we will learn to receive all that comes to 
pass in life with joy because God is though it all making us like His Son, our 
Lord Jesus, which is, after all the deep heart’s desire of all is adopted 
children.  
 
 


