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An Objection to the Doctrine of Election – Is God a Respecter of Persons if He 
chooses some and does not choose others to eternal life? 
In attempting to understand the Doctrines of Grace, the doctrines of God’s Sovereignty, it is 
good to be able to consider the objections.  A frequently heard objection to God’s sovereignty in 
election is that if predestination and election are true that it makes God a respecter of persons.  
This objection we will consider by looking at the verses in the Bible which address this subject, 
for that is where we should receive our answers.   
 
1. The application of the gospel to Gentiles as well as to the Jews. (No Respecter of 
Persons) 
Acts 10: 34 – “Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no 
partiality.” (God is no respecter of persons.)  “But in every nation whoever fears Him and works 
righteousness is accepted by Him.”   
 
2.  So, it very clear, that even though God does not show partiality, He does have 
respect to His own purposes in election. 
 
Romans 9: 10-12 – “And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even 
by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him who calls), it was 
said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger.”  “As it is written, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I 
have hated.”   
 
 We must ask ourselves this fundamental question.  When Peter said that God shows no 
partiality, was he referring to the choice of Cornelius to eternal life, or was he referring to the 
fact that Cornelius was a Gentile?  I think that it is clear that he was speaking of the fact that God 
is no respecter of persons in this sense – that in every nation the person who fears God and does 
what is right is accepted by Him.  The person who fears God has the beginning of wisdom 
because to fear God is to have regard for Him and for His word when it is presented to you.  This 
can only take place when God is intending to bestow saving grace upon an individual.  It is not as 
though Cornelius was a saved man yet.  What was happening here, was that Cornelius was 
accepted by God in the sense that God realized that he had improved upon all the common grace 
that had been given to him because God had already sovereignly determined to give him the 
special grace which would bring him savingly to Christ, in in the gospel.  God was not under any 
obligation to do this. For salvation is not of works.  But He had determined to do this in just this 
way from before the foundation of the world.   
 
 3.  Also, in the judgment of human works, God is absolutely impartial. (God is no 
respecter of persons) 
 
1st Peter 1: 17 – “And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according to each 
one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing that you 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot.” “He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the 



world, but was manifest in these last times for you who through Him believe in God, who raised 
Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” 
 
2nd Chronicles 19: 6 and 7 – “Then he set judges in the land throughout all the fortified cities of 
Judah, city by city, 6 and said to the judges, ‘Take heed to what you are doing, for you do not 
judge for man but for the Lord, who is with you in the judgment.” “Now therefore, let the fear of 
the Lord be upon you; take care and do it, for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, no 
partiality (no respect of persons), nor taking of bribes.” 


