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Jude 1  “Contending for the Faith”     April 8, 2018 
 
When you think of “contending for the faith” what do you think of? 
 Maybe you think of Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms – 
  “Here I stand, I can do no other!” 
 Maybe you think of J. Gresham Machen, being kicked out of Princeton Seminary 
  because he dared to say that liberalism was not Christianity. 
 
Luther and Machen are good examples of “contending for the faith” – 
 but perhaps not for the reasons we often think of! 
 
What was it that drove the Protestant Reformation? 
 If your answer is “a quest for sound doctrine” you will miss the point! 
 After all, Luther was part of a much broader critique of late medieval Catholicism 
  that was concerned over “ungodly people who pervert the grace of our God 
   into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” 
  
In the same way, Machen’s Christianity and Liberalism  

opens with a lengthy critique of modern pragmatism  
and its tendency toward tyranny and ungodliness.  

 And Machen makes the same point that Jude does here. 
 In response to those who said that Christianity was a way of life – not a doctrine, 
  Machen answered: 
  “From the beginning, Christianity was certainly a way of life; 
   the salvation that it offered was a salvation from sin,  

and salvation from sin appeared not merely in a blessed hope  
but also in an immediate moral change.  

  The early Christians, to the astonishment of their neighbors,  
lived a strange new kind of life –  

a life of honesty, of purity and of unselfishness. 
   And from the Christian community  

all other types of life were excluded in the strictest way. 
  From the beginning Christianity was certainly a life. 
  But how was that life produced? 
   It might conceivably have been produced by exhortation. 
  That method had often been tried in the ancient world;  
   in the Hellenistic age there were many wandering preachers  

who told men how they ought to live.  
  But such exhortation proved to be powerless… 
  The strange thing about Christianity  

was that it adopted an entirely different method.  
  It transformed the lives of men not by appealing to the human will,  

but by telling a story;  
not by exhortation, but by the narration of an event... 

Could anything be more impractical than the attempt to influence conduct  
by rehearsing events concerning the death of a religious teacher? 
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That is what Paul called ‘the foolishness of the message.’ 
It seemed to foolish to the ancient world,  

and it seems foolish to liberal preachers today.  
But the strange thing is that it works.  

The effects of it appear even in this world.  
Where the most eloquent exhortation fails,  

the simple story of an event succeeds;  
the lives of men are transformed by a piece of news.” (Machen, 47-48) 

 
This is very much what Jude does. 
 His ethical exhortation is rooted not in an appeal to the will of his hearers – 
  but by historical examples – all of which point and connect to Jesus. 
 
1 Jude, a servant[a] of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 
 
This epistle is from Jude  

(or “Judas” – it’s the same name translated Judas everywhere else…). 
 
Jude identifies himself as a “servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James.” 
 Normally, one would refer to himself as a servant of God. 
 But since the apostles all believed that Jesus Christ was God, 
  they regularly refer to themselves as servants of Jesus Christ. 
  
He also identifies himself as a brother of James. 
 As we saw in our series on the epistle of James, 
  there were lots of guys named James (or Jacob, in Greek). 

But there was only one James who could really just say “James.”  
  And that was James the Just – the brother of Jesus – 
   who was the lead elder in Jerusalem – 
   the chairman of the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15. 
 Josephus, the first century Jewish historian, 
  had a lot of respect for James. 
 Even though Josephus disagreed with James on the matter of who Jesus was, 
  he recognized that James was a wise and just leader. 
 
So this epistle is from the brother of James the Just. 
 

1. The Importance of Contending for the Faith (v1-4) 
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for[b] Jesus Christ: 
2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
 
And Jude writes “to those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ.” 
 Called, beloved, and kept. 
  These three terms all highlight God’s saving actions. 
  But grammatically, both “beloved” and “kept” modify “called.” 
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 In other words, the epistle is written “to those who are called” – 
  and then beloved and kept both describe and explain what it means to be called. 
 
 After all, the idea of the “call” in the NT is not merely an “invitation” – 
  as though God simply invited us into relation with him. 
 Rather, the idea of the “call” is that God has called us out of darkness into light. 
  The call itself is what draws us into relation with God – 
   we are united to Christ in our effectual calling. 
 
 And the call includes two subordinate aspects: 
  First, we are “beloved in God the Father” – 
   not just “beloved by God” (although that is certainly true!) 
    but beloved in God the Father. 
   The point here is the location – the context – in which we experience love. 
   We experience love in God the Father. 
    Because we are in fellowship with God, we are loved. 
   If you have been called out of darkness into light, 
    then you are beloved in God the Father. 
   You have been united to the life of God. 
 
  Do you actually believe this? 
   You see, this is where the Gospel is so radically different 
    from all the self-help teachings of the modern world  
     (or the ancient world, for that matter!). 
   All the religions and philosophies of the world 
    generally agree that you should do good things, 
     and that you should not do bad things. 
   And all the religions and philosophies of the world  
    generally agree on what is good and what is bad. 
 
  But the gospel says that God entered our world, joined us in our humanity, 
   and suffered and died for us,  
    so that we might be joined to him. 
 
 
  And second, you are kept for Jesus Christ. 
   If “beloved in God” describes your identity,  
    “kept for Jesus Christ” describes your purpose – your future. 
   
  (At the end of his epistle, Jude will come back around to this language: 
  Verse 21 – “keep yourselves in the love of God,  

waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.”) 
 
In other words, Jude echoes the sort of language that Paul uses in Phil 2 – 
  “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  
   for it is God who is at work in you  
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both to will and to do for his good pleasure.” 
 
  Jude – like the rest of the NT – always grounds the imperative in the indicative.  
   In other words, the exhortations – the commands – of scripture 
    are grounded in the person and work of Jesus. 
   Because of who Jesus is – because of what he has done – 
    and because he has united you to himself – 
    therefore, live like it!! 
 
So because you are called, therefore you are beloved and kept.  
 
Indeed, Jude even addresses you as “beloved”! 
 If you are beloved in God the Father, 
  then you are beloved by me as well! 
 
3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints. 
 
Jude says that he wanted to write about our common salvation. 
 But he found it necessary to write a letter 
  appealing to his hearers to contend for the faith – 
   the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 
 I want you to think about that phrase: 
  “the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.” 
 The Christian faith has a definite content. 
 While it may have all sorts of different applications in different times and places, 
  the content of the faith remains the same. 
 It was once for all delivered to the saints. 
 The apostolic teaching will forever remain the standard – the canon – 
  by which all other teachings must be measured. 
 
And that standard is then what Jude will use as he evaluates the false teachers. 
 (And notice the derogatory language that Jude uses. 
  “certain people” 
  “have crept in” 
  “ungodly people” 
  “who pervert the grace of God”) 
 Jude leaves you with no doubt as to what he thinks of these people! 
 
 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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What does it mean that they were “long ago” designated for this condemnation? 
 Well, think about it. 
  If your pattern of behavior fits the pattern that was condemned “long ago,” 
   then you can expect the same thing to happen to you  
    that happened to them “long ago”! 
 
 Look at the examples below: 
  Korah led a rebellion in the wilderness – and was destroyed. 
  Balaam encouraged the Moabites to seduce Israel away from the LORD. 
  
We often think of “false teachers” in terms of doctrinal error. 

But “doctrine” simply means “teaching.” 
Jude says that these false teachers “pervert the grace of our God into sensuality”  
 (in other words, there is a sort of “antinomian” tendency to false teaching). 

 
 “Sensuality” is a good translation here. 
  The King James translated it “lasciviousness” – 
   but the Greek usage is not particularly sexual in nature. 
  Rather, the idea is that of “lawless insolence and wanton caprice.” (Trench) 
 
 Or, to put it more simply, the idea is “No one tells me what to do!” 
 
 False teachers will encourage you to seek after your own desires – 

to pursue what you want. 
 

 We saw over the last few weeks that Jude’s brother, James, 
  was very concerned that our desires will get in the way of our following Christ. 
 Jude sees the problem as nothing less than a denial of the Lordship of Christ. 
 
Let me give you an example. 
 
A friend told me recently about a preacher who told a woman who was dying of cancer  

that if she just believed God, and prayed with enough faith, God would heal her. 
 

Three days later, she died. 
 
 He was encouraging her to focus on her desire to stay alive – 
  not on her desire to seek first the kingdom of Jesus. 
 

Such teaching says (in effect) that what really matters is my life now. 
 How often have you seen people turn away from the gospel – 
  because God didn’t heal my mother – my grandmother – my friend? 
  
 The teachers who taught those people to put their hope  

in what God would do for me in the here and now –  
those teachers are destined for eternal darkness! 
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 Such teaching perverts the grace of our God into sensuality  

and denies our Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
 Because the thing that matters is that whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 
 
So let’s look at the examples that Jude uses –  

examples of false teachers who encouraged sensuality – seeking first our own desires: 
 

2. Examples of What Happens to “Certain People” (v5-7) 
a. Egypt and the Wilderness Wandering (v5) 

5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved[c] a people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.  
 
Jude starts with the wilderness wanderings. 
 Notice the way he says it: 
  “Now I want to remind you – although you once fully knew it…” 
 In other words, Jude warns his hearers  

that they are in danger of forgetting what they once knew. 
 
But what they once fully knew is that Jesus saved a people out of the land of Egypt. 
 Why does he say Jesus? 
  Because Jesus is the name of the eternal Son of God. 
  And the same one who saved his people from their sins – 
   is the one who saved his people from Egypt. 
 
 This is the foundational truth that false teachers want you to forget: 
  Jesus saves – and Jesus destroys. 
 He is the Lord! 
  He is the one who saved his people from Egypt – 
   and he is the one who destroyed those who did not believe – 
    those who rebelled and grumbled in the wilderness. 
  He is the one who saved his people in his death and resurrection – 
   and he is the one who will return again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

b. The Rebellious Angels (v6) 
6 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper 
dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great 
day—  
 
Verse 6 speaks of the rebellious angels. 
 Given Jude’s later reference to the Book of Enoch, 
  it is likely that he is referring to a story from the book of Enoch – 
   about the rebellion of the angels at the time of the Flood. 
 And given what we know from the book of Daniel  

about the relation of the angels to human history – 
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   this is a very proper interpretation of history. 
  
 The same Jesus who saves his people and judges his enemies 
  is the one who keeps the rebellious angels in eternal chains. 
 

c. Sodom and Gomorrah (v7) 
7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual 
immorality and pursued unnatural desire,[d] serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of 
eternal fire. 
 
The third example is Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 Because they indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire – 
  here Jude refers to the fact that the men of Sodom  
   wanted to have sexual relations with the men who visited Lot. 
  
 Jude – like the rest of the scriptures –  

views homosexual relations as contrary to God’s purpose. 
 The Greek that is translated “unnatural desire” are the words “other flesh.” 
  They pursue “other flesh” – 
   which is an admittedly odd way of saying it. 
  But the idea is put in parallel with sexual immorality. 
   Ordinary sexual immorality is with a person of the opposite sex. 
   So if you pursue someone of the same sex – 
    that is pursuing “other flesh.” 
 (It’s pretty clear that the translation “unnatural desire” 
  comes more from Paul’s language in Romans 1, than anything in Jude). 
 
Today there are those who are trying to justify homosexual relations – 
 they are doing precisely what Jude warns against: 
  perverting the grace of our God into sensuality – 
   trying to read current social values into the Bible, 
    rather than letting the Bible determine our values! 
 What is it that matters to you? 
  Your Lord and Master, Jesus Christ? 
  Or your desires? 
 
 As we saw in the James series – 
  James says that we are led astray by our desires. 
 Now his brother, Jude,  

warns us not to be led astray by those who would pander to our desires. 
   (he’ll use the same word for “desire” later in verses 16 and 18). 
 
These three examples (Exodus, Flood, Sodom) are completely out of historical order – 
 rather they are placed in order of ascending judgment: 
  physical death for the wilderness generation, 
  eternal chains under gloomy darkness for the rebellious angels, 
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  and eternal fire for Sodom and Gomorrah. 
 
But think for a moment about what Jude highlights about these three groups: 
 the wilderness generation “did not believe” 
 the angels “did not stay within their own position of authority” 
 the men of Sodom “indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire.” 
 
Three very different sins. 
 What do they all have in common? 
  They pervert the grace of our God into sensuality  

(into the pursuit of their own desires) 
    and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
 They desired all sorts of different things – 
  but they pursued whatsoever they desired. 
 
And that’s what Jude zeroes in on in verses 8-13. 
 

3. The Problem with “These People” (v8-13) 
a. They Reject Authority (v8-10) 

8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, 
and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, 
was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people blaspheme all that they do not 
understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively. 
 
First – they reject authority. 
 Jude says “these people also” (like the wilderness generation –  

like the rebellious angels – like the men of Sodom) – 
 relying on their dreams – relying upon visions and their own fancies – 
  they defile the flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. 

  
 You often see this today. 
  When someone says “God showed me in a dream…” 
   usually what they say next will depart  

from the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 
   
 But the false teachers use their own dreams and visions  

to justify their pursuit of their own desires. 
 
 So they defile the flesh – think of the sexual immorality of Sodom – 
  they reject authority – think of the wilderness generation – 
  and they blaspheme the glorious ones (think of the rebellious angels). 
 
 What does it mean to blaspheme the glorious ones? 
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  The word “blaspheme” means to “slander.” 
   It’s worth noting that when the NT uses it of humans,  
    it gets translated “slander” –  
   but when it’s used of God,  

it’s translated “blaspheme.” 
  So the first point is that the false teachers are slandering someone. 
 
 Who are they slandering? 
  The glorious ones. 
  Given the context, I would suggest that the “glorious ones” 
   would be heavenly beings – such as Satan. 
  We are not used to calling Satan a “glorious one” – 
   but when you think about what he is –  
    he is a being at least on a par with Michael the archangel. 
 
And Michael does not blaspheme him –  

Michael did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment. 
 You may wonder – what is this event? 
  Michael and Satan “disputing about the body of Moses”?! 
 Well, we have no record of any such dispute in scripture – 
  and for that matter, we know of no document that speaks of this. 

It is likely that there was some Jewish story about what happened when Moses died, 
 and that Jude is referring to that. 
That doesn’t mean that Jude is saying that this really happened – 
 any more than if I use a sermon illustration about Frodo Baggins. 
Jude’s hearers could distinguish between history and fiction just as well as you can! 

 
But notice the point: 
 these false teachers presume to pronounce slanderous judgments against Satan 
  in a way that Michael the archangel did not. 
  
 As we were going through the book of Daniel, 
  we saw how Michael patiently awaited the final battle. 
 He knew that the time was not yet right for going after Satan. 
 Only when the Son of God arose from the dead – 
  only when the Son of Man came to the right hand of the Ancient of Days – 
   only then could Michael go to war against Satan. 
 
 Until then, Michael had to say, “The Lord rebuke you.” 
 
In the same way, 
 you and I are called to judge angels (1 Corinthians 6:3) – 
  but not yet!! 
 Jesus has triumphed over Satan on the cross. 
 Michael and his angels have cast Satan down from heaven – 
  which means that he roams about as a roaring lion, 
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   seeking whom he may devour. 
 But the time has not yet come for us to pronounce judgment. 
 
 We walk by faith – not yet by sight. 
 
“But these people blaspheme (or slander) all that they do not understand,  

and they are destroyed by all that they,  
like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively.” 

  
They follow their animal appetites – and are destroyed: 
 

b. Like Cain, Balaam, and Korah (v11) 
11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of 
gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion. 
 
In a single verse, Jude uses three examples! 
 They walked in the way of Cain –  

who killed his brother, 
   rather than submit to God. 
 They abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error – 
  who wanted the reward from Balak – 
   but God wouldn’t let him curse Israel, 
    so he blessed Israel three times; 
   but then he told Balak how Balak could curse Israel – 
    seduce them with your women! 
  
 We actually have ancient records outside of the Bible  

that tell us about the great seer, Baalam. 
 He was apparently quite a charismatic figure. 
  And you can find lots of teachers that use their charisma in order to get wealth. 
 
 But the false teachers also perished in Korah’s rebellion. 
  Cain, Balaam, and Korah – three of the great rebels of OT history. 
 
And it shows us how there is a sort of continuity between all false teachers in all of history. 
 But what do Cain, Balaam, and Korah,  
  have in common with the rebellious angels and the men of Sodom?!! 
 
 They all reject authority and pervert the grace of God into sensuality! 
  Oh, they take it all sorts of different directions! 
 
  But then again, Jude never really gets all that specific  

in terms of the particular faults of the false teachers of his own day either! 
 
 Why is that? 
  Because – whether he knew it or not! –  
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   Jude was writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit – 
   and the Holy Spirit knew that every generation would need this epistle! 
 
We’ll conclude for tonight with the general character of these teachers – 
 and how it points to their fate. 
 
Because here’s what they do: 
 

c. Their Character Points to Their Fate (v12-13) 
12 These are hidden reefs[e] at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds 
feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice 
dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering 
stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. 
 
Just listen to each of these! 
 They are hidden reefs at your love feasts – a hidden reef will sink your ship – 
  and sure enough –  

that’s what these false teachers do! 
  They feast with you without fear, 
   but all the while they are lurking just below the surface, 
    in order to destroy you! 
 They are shepherds feeding themselves. 
  They do not feed the sheep – they sound good, 
   but the flock is emaciated and half-starved. 
  (Jesus said that pastors should be about teaching the nations 
   to observe all that he commanded – 
   so if a church is not growing in doing what Jesus said to do – 
    then we may have a problem!) 
 Waterless clouds, swept along by winds – 
  talk about useless! 
 Fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted – 
  think of how Jesus cursed the fig tree… 
 Wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame – 
  wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. 
 
 The wandering stars are what we call planets  

(from the Greek word that Jude uses - ‘planao’). 
 The same book of Enoch that Jude cites frequently also says that the wandering stars 
  (the planets)  
   are evil angels who wandered from the course prescribed by God. 
  
 Whether that’s what Jude was thinking, 
  it is clear that Jude is speaking of the final judgment of those who have rebelled. 
 
He’s talking about hell. 
 Scripture sometimes uses the language of “fire” to describe hell. 
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 But here Jude speaks of “utter darkness.” 
 
Ordinary fire and ordinary darkness cannot coincide. 
 (I’m sure that our engineers could explain to us how certain types of fire can be invisible) 
 But Jude’s point of talking about the gloom of utter darkness 
  is very much like the reason why Jesus speaks of fire: 
   namely, to communicate the quality of life in hell. 
 Burning, dark, gloomy… 
 
 You really don’t want to go there… 
 
 
I know – that’s a great place to stop for the evening! 
 So before I conclude,  
  let me point you to verse 21 – 
 “keep yourselves in the love of God,  

waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” 
 
There are false teachers out there – 
 prosperity preachers – 
 liberal preachers – 
 all sorts of teachers who will lead you astray. 
 
What do they have in common? 
 They will all encourage you to do what you want – to do what feels good – 
  to pervert the grace of God into sensuality – 
  which always results in denying our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
 How do you avoid them? 
  Keep yourselves in the love of God. 
 How do you do that? 
  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength. 
  I realize that we’re not very good at that! 
   But you cannot let yourself have any other goal. 
   No man can serve two masters. 
   Either Jesus is your Master – or someone or something else is. 
 
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time[h] and now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


