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Luke 22: 1-20; “In the Upper Room with Christ”, A Communion Sermon delivered 
by Pastor Paul Rendall on Palm Sunday, April 9th, 2017,  

during the Afternoon Worship Service.  
 
 
This afternoon it is my prayer that each of us would be able to draw near to Christ by entering 
the Upper Room in our spiritual experience; to spend time with Christ and with His disciples 
there, so that we might better understand what He did for us so long ago.  If you will enter in to 
this Upper Room experience, by faith, it will have rich effects upon your heart as you partake of 
the Lord’s Supper.  For Christ is the fulfillment of the law and all of the Old Testament types of 
Himself which are given to us in the Old Testament Scriptures.  They are given to us for our 
understanding so that we might profit spiritually from a close examination of them.  They are 
given to us so that we might feed upon the faithfulness of our Lord.  Let us think about these 
precious truths.  1st of all – A crucified Christ and a redeemed people are the fulfillment of the 
Feast of the Passover. (verses 1-6)  2nd –  A sinless Christ and a holy people are the fulfillment of 
the Feast of the Unleavened Bread.  (verses 7 and 8)  And 3rd – A triumphant Christ and a 
thankful people are the fulfillment of the New Covenant. (verse 15-20) 
1st of all – A crucified Christ and a redeemed people are the fulfillment of the Feast 
of the Passover. (verses 1-6) 
       “Now the feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called Passover, and the chief 
priests and the scribes sought how they might kill Him, for they feared the people.”  How could 
these ultra-religious men have murder in their hearts towards our Lord Jesus Christ?  It is the 
marvel of human depravity.  Those persons who had every reason to affirm Christ as their 
Messiah are guilty of hatred, treachery, cruelty, blasphemy, and a whole host of other sins.  Any 
who deny the depravity of man, cast your gaze upon this; the Lord of glory, not only not 
recognized for the glorious Personage that He was, but despised and rejected of these men.  It is 
no wonder that He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.  He knew what was in their 
hearts perfectly, and yet He would go on to act most righteously, and most lovingly in the 
redemption of God’s elect people.   
       Here, at one of the real highlights of the Jewish calendar year, we find the answer given to us 
as to why Jesus was so despised and hated.  Even though the chief priests and the scribes  
studiously observed both of these feasts, they were spiritually blind to the meaning of it.  They  
did not understand what Jesus came to do.  He came to fulfill the law of God.  He came to fulfill 
all the ceremonial law; He came to fulfill all of the types and shadows of Himself which were 
revealed to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  He came to fulfill all of the moral law of God whether found 
strewn through the judicial laws which God gave to Israel, or whether plainly declared in the 10 
commandments.  Let us take notice of this fact; that this is one of the primary reasons that Jesus 
Christ came into the world.  The law came through Moses; grace and truth came through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but in the Lord grace and truth are found proceeding from Him.  Praise be to 
our God for the gift of His Son! 
       The Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread were always observed together.  They can 
be considered as one feast with two aspects to the celebration of the feast.  God had commanded 
Israel to observe this feast since the time when they came out of Egypt.  Turn over to Exodus 
chapter 12 with me.  I want to read to you verses 1-14.  “Now the LORD spoke to Moses and 
Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, ‘This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the 
first month of the year to you.  Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: ‘On the tenth of 
this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the house of his father, a lamb 
for a household.  And if the household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next to 
his house take it according to the number of the persons; according to each man’s need you shall 
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make your count for the lamb.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year.  You 
may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 
And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the 
houses where they eat it. Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with 
unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with 
water, but roasted in fire – Its head with its legs and its entrails.  You shall let none of it remain 
until morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with fire. And thus you shall 
eat it: with a belt on your waist, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you 
shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover.”  “For I will pass through the land of Egypt on 
that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against 
all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.  Now the blood shall be a sign for 
you on the houses where you are.  And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague 
shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  So this day shall be to you a 
memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations. You shall 
keep it as a feast by an everlasting ordinance.” 
       And verses 21-24 – “Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Pick out 
and take lambs for yourselves according to your families, and kill the Passover lamb.  And you 
shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the lintel and the 
two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin.  And none of you shall go out of the door of his 
house until morning. For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when He sees 
the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the door and not allow 
the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you. And you shall observe this thing as an 
ordinance for you and your sons forever.”  
       There are a number of things related here which not only were given to the Jews to point 
them on to Christ through these types, but they help us to better understand the great salvation 
which we find in our Lord Jesus Christ in the spiritual sense of His being our Redeemer, and our 
being His redeemed.  This month, (late March to middle to late April) was the beginning of 
months to the Jews.  They had a civil year which began in September and a sacred year which 
began in April, and so this is why it was said that this was the beginning of months to them.  It 
was at this time that the Jews were redeemed to God as a people; they were brought out of their 
bondage to slavery in Egypt; they were brought out from under the tyranny of Pharoah as a 
harsh taskmaster, and they were set apart to God’s holy purposes and plans, to be His only 
ethnic people in Old Testament times.  Those who looked beyond the type by faith, to the Anti-
type in the future ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, would be saved.   
       On the 10th of this month of Abib or Nissan, each man, each head of a household was to take 
a lamb without blemish and the whole congregation would, all these families together, would  
kill their respective lamb or the goat, at twilight, and then apply the blood of it to the lintel and 
the doorposts of the house where they lived.  Then, when God sent the death-angel to kill all the 
first-born of Egypt, He would pass by the homes of the Israelite families who had painted the 
blood on their doorposts.  They were to sacrifice the Passover on the 14th of the month, toward 
evening, and then also observe the Days of Unleavened Bread beginning on that day, for the next 
7 days.  All of these things had significance for them, and they have significance for us here today 
as well.   
       It was during this Feast of the Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread, that the ministry 
of our Lord culminated in His offering Himself as a substitute and a sacrifice for sinners as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.   He was typified in His active and passive 
obedience to the will of God, by a spotless lamb being slain.  His was sinless in His Person and 
sinless in His obedience.  He had no blemish in His character but everything which would 
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commend Him to the Father’s approval.  Therefore, it was during this very time of the feast, so 
many years after the first Passover, that in the fullness of time, our Lord Jesus was betrayed by 
Judas, arrested by the temple guard, brought before the Sanhedrim, falsely accused and 
condemned, and sentenced to be crucified.   His purpose in dying was to redeem a people to 
God; a people for His own possession who would be zealous for good works.  This leads us to our 
2nd point.   
2nd – A sinless Christ and a holy people are the fulfillment of the Feast of the 
Unleavened Bread. (verses 7 and 8)             
       Verse 7 says – “Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover must be killed, 
and He sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat.”  So 
they said to Him, ‘Where do You want us to prepare?”  Preparation was necessary for a right 
observance of the Feast of the Passover.  Listen to Exodus 12: 15-20 – “Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread.  On the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses.  For whoever eats 
leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. 
On the first day there shall be a holy convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a holy 
convocation for you. No manner of work shall be done on them; but that which everyone must 
eat – that only may be prepared by you.”  “So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
for on this same day I will have brought your armies out of the land of Egypt.  Therefore you 
shall observe this day throughout your generations as an everlasting ordinance.  In the first 
month, on the fourteenth day of the month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread, until 
the twenty-first day of the month at evening. For seven days no leaven shall be found in your 
houses, since whoever eats what is leavened, that same person shall be cut off from the 
congregation of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a native of the land.  You shall eat nothing 
leavened; in all your dwellings you shall eat unleavened bread.”   
       Leaven is a word picture which very well represents sin.  Our Lord warned His disciples to 
“beware of the leaven of the Pharisees”, by which He was telling them to beware of the hypocrisy 
of the Pharisees.  Our Lord Jesus Himself was unleavened; He was without sin.  He was and is 
the bread of life.  This, by the way, is the reason why we use unleavened bread in the Lord’s 
Supper; because it well represents the sinlessness of our Lord Jesus, and we believe in Him 
because He was sinless. When we partake of Him, spiritually, we know that we have eternal life, 
because we know that He was righteous when He went to the cross, and died there as a sinless 
sacrifice.  The Father looked upon Him as though He was the very personification of every 
sinner in the world rolled up into one.  And He punished Him accordingly.  This is what Paul 
meant in 2nd Corinthians 5: 21, when he said – “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for 
us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  We know that we have eternal life 
is because in Him there is no sin; only righteousness.  And by the righteousness imputed to us 
we have justification.  And by that righteousness imparted we have sanctification in connection 
with our sincere obedience.    
       The purpose of the Feast of the Unleavened Bread in Old Testament times was to show forth 
the fact that God would have His people to be holy, even as He is holy.  He had them purge their 
households of leaven, in relation to the great redemption that He had provided for them, in 
bringing them out of Egypt.  Verse 7 of chapter 13 of Exodus says: “Unleavened bread shall be 
eaten seven days.”  “And no leavened bread shall be seen among you, nor shall leaven be seen 
among you in all your quarters.”  “And you shall tell you son in that day, saying, ‘This is done 
because of what the Lord did for me when I came up from Egypt.”  “It shall be as a sign to you on 
your hand and as a memorial between your eyes, that the Lord’s law may be in your mouth; for 
with a strong hand the Lord has brought you out of Egypt.” 
       The Lord is very concerned that we partake of unleavened bread, and purge our hearts of 
hypocrisy, and immorality, and all other known sins that we might tolerate in ourselves if we do 
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not purge them out of our life, or out of the church.  Look with me over at 1st Corinthians chapter 
5, verses 6-8.  The church at Corinth had been tolerating a brother in their midst who was guilty 
of immorality; that of having his father’s wife, and they had not mourned over this sin, but they 
had actually thought that they were spiritually mature because they had tolerated this man 
continuing on in their midst.  Paul wrote to them, reproving them of this, and then he said: 
“Your glorying is not good.”  “Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?”  
“Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 
unleavened.”  “For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”  “Therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.”   
And 3rd – A triumphant Christ and a thankful people are the fulfillment of the New 
Covenant.  (verses 15-20) 
       Verse 14 of our text says: “And when the hour had come, He sat down, and 
the twelve apostles with Him.”  “Then He said to them, With fervent desire I have desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  It was this fervent desire which Christ had in partaking of the 
Passover which impelled Him on to go to the cross and accomplish redemption and thus by His 
sufferings to lay the foundation of the New Covenant which ever was and ever is the basis of the 
salvation of all of God’s elect people since the foundation of the world.  This fervent desire of His 
was to triumph through His sufferings and thus purchase the salvation of every elect person, not 
only in that room, but also in all times and all generations.  He would no longer eat of the 
Passover because it would be fulfilled in His sufferings and death, and it would give place in the 
New Covenant times, to the Lord’s Supper, which is why He instituted the Supper right there in 
the Upper Room at that time.   
       But He also had a view, when He said these things, to the time when He will sit down in the 
kingdom of God after He raises all of His dear people from the dead, and beholds them all with 
joy and gladness in His heart, as the ones for whom He died, and has now brought to life – 
Everlasting life in raising us from the dead and clothing us with eternal purity and power by 
making us like Himself, without sin and perfectly righteous.  He will then drink of the fruit of the 
vine when the kingdom of God comes full in full blown; in the days of the New Heavens and New 
Earth.  It will be the wine of joy and gladness; the wine of joy and rejoicing at all that He has 
accomplished on our behalf, and we will share that joy forever.  But let us understand that even 
though that day has not come yet, that the Lord Jesus even now, sits triumphantly at the right 
hand of the Father, and He is here with us now in a special way by His presence; in and with us, 
at the observance of this Supper.  When Jesus instituted the Supper, He took bread and He gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to them.  He said – “This is My body which is given for you: do 
this in remembrance of Me.”  He also gave thanks for the cup and He said – “This cup (which is 
poured out for you) is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”  What did He give 
thanks for?  He was thankful to His Father that He would be able to triumph in His sufferings 
and indeed be victorious over all of our enemies.  Let us be thankful as well.   
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