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KJV – Revelation 9:13-21 

 

The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson 22 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
     Revelation 9:12 ended with the proclamation concerning what was yet to come: "One woe is past; 
and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter." The remaining of this chapter is the sixth woe 
that is introduced by the sixth trumpet.  
 
     This sixth trumpet does more than just torment mankind. The second woe will unleash death 
upon one third of humanity. God allows an army of 200 million soldiers to wreak havoc throughout 
the earth. This enormous army of the kings of the kings of the east will cross the lands of Asia into 
Israel to fight for world supremacy against the armies of the antichrist and his false prophet. This 
woe bringing in this judgment will set the stage for the Battle of Armageddon.  

Revelation 9:13-21 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, 

14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great 
river Euphrates. 

15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a 
year, for to slay the third part of men. 

16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the 
number of them. 

17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of 
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 

18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, 
which issued out of their mouths. 

19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had 
heads, and with them they do hurt. 
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20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of 
wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 

21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts. 

      In this sixth trumpet judgment we see another of God's prison houses is now to be unlocked, and 
more evil angels are loosed and sent forth on an errand of terror for mankind. This trumpet 
however does not just bring with it torment and torture but destruction and death to one third of 
the human race. 

Revelation 9:13 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, 

     This sixth trumpet is sounded by the angel, then a commanding voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God sounded. God's design going back to the Old Testament for the 
golden altar of incense included a golden horn on each corner. Normally this was to represent the 
place of mercy as God responds to the prayers of His people. Now it is this altar where those 
prayers went up resounding with the cry of vengeance. 

Revelation 9:13-14 

13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, 

14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the great 
river Euphrates. 

     The voice from the four horns of the golden altar command the sixth trumpet angel to loose the 
four angles which are bound in the great river Euphrates. The Scripture never refers to any holy 
angel being bound.  These are fallen angels which is another segment of Satan's force. These are 
non-elect angels which God has bound but He has now commanded them to be loosed to 
accomplish His Sovereign purpose.  

     This Sovereign control that our God possesses is so underestimated. It extends throughout all 
eternity, throughout the angelic realm even over the fallen demonic angels. They may have rebelled, 
against God before the creation of mankind but they are still under His control.  

     These four fallen angels are bound in the great river Euphrates. The Euphrates River is one of the 
four rivers that flowed through the Garden of Eden. About the central section of the river is an area 
known as Babel, it was this region that spawned many of the world's pagan religions. It is key to 
note here also the Euphrates River is the eastern most boundary of the nation of Israel according to 
the land deed given by the LORD God. 
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Revelation 9:15 

15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a 
year, for to slay the third part of men. 

     God works according to His predetermined plan, not mans. When God makes an appointment 
with destiny for a person, an army or an empire; that appointment will not be postponed. Paul tells 
us in Ephesians that God works all things after the counsel of His own will. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion. and His kingdom is from generation to generation: and all the inhabitants of 
the earth are reputed as nothing: and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay His hand, or say into Him, What doest thou?  

Revelation 9:16 

16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand thousand: and I heard the 
number of them. 

     Many see this great army as a reference to the forces accompanying the kings of the east in 
Revelation 16:12. Those that hold to this interpretation identify them as a human army coming 
from the east. But this event is later in connection with the seventh trumpet. This large army is a 
supernatural force. 

     The previous verse does not say these angels were locked up for a year, a month and a day; but 
the wording used suggests that the ministry of theses four fallen angels will extend over a period of 
13 months and a day. They will gather together a force that can only be stopped by God. A host of 
200,000,000 strong, but it's an army unlike that which the world has ever seen. This is not your 
normal army, but the language is better understood as referring to a demon force that makes war 
with the earth's inhabitants to kill one-third of humanity.   

 Revelation 9:17 

17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of 
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
issued fire and smoke and brimstone. 

     The warriors upon these horses have breastplates of fire and jacinth. Jacinth is a reddish orange 
gem stone. There breastplates are also described as having the appearance of brimstone. Brimstone 
is a yellowish sulfuric rock that is often accompanied by fire and smoke, when brimstone deposits 
are ignited they melt and produce burning streams and deadly suffocating gases. 

Revelation 9:18-19 

18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, 
which issued out of their mouths. 

19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were like unto serpents, and had 
heads, and with them they do hurt. 
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     One third part of men were killed by these creatures. There was a point in time during my 
personal studies that I thought this force was a normal army. These descriptions are not describing 
a large mechanized armored military force. This too is in the fifth trumpet is speaking of a fierce 
demonic force unleashed one mankind. The power coming from both their months and their tails 
represents the demons' ability to deliver their destructive power in both directions.  

Revelation 9:20 

20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of 
wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: 

     The rest of mankind that were not slain by this demonic force still refused to repent and turn to 
God. They still worshiped demons through idols. John tells us that they worship idols of gold, silver, 
brass, stone and wood. These inanimate objects cannot see, hear or walk.  

     During this Great Tribulation period man will worship everything except the One true Living God 
But why is idolatry such a terrible, wicked and vial sin? Why is it that God's first two 
commandments oppose the idea of idolatry? Paul speaks of this in his first epistle to the 
Corinthians. "What say I then? that the idol is anything, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols is 
anything? But I  say, that the  things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to 
God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with demons" (I Corinthians 10:19-20). 

     Moses warned of the seriousness of idolatry with that which the children of Israel did, people are 
doing it today and man will be plagued with it during the Great Tribulation period. "They provoked 
Him to jealously with strange gods, with abominations provoked they Him to anger" (Deuteronomy 
32:16). The children of Israel, while in the wilderness did this, and they didn't even realize what 
they had opened up the door to.  

     "They sacrificed unto demons, not to God; but to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came 
newly up, whom your fathers feared not" (Deuteronomy 32:17). Any object that is put before the one 
true living God has the potential to become a store house for demonic activity whether it be a 
carved idol or just a normal material object. Those demons would come up and occupy that object 
that so much attention was being given to. Idolatry worship is a form of demon worship and it is 
still going on today. 

     The demon spirit will impersonate the idol and work their wicked evil strategies through the 
system of false religion tied to the false god, the idol or the object of attention. These idols and false 
gods have even been known to answer prayers and perform miracles and this is still going on today.  
John tells us that these people in the Great Tribulation will not repent from their sin of idolatry. 
They will continue to worship demons through idols of gold, silver, brass, stone and wood. John 
closes verse twenty with a bit of satire concerning these idols; which neither can see, nor hear, nor 
walk. 

Revelation 9:21      

21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts. 
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     They did not repent but they willingly continued in their sin and wickedness, in their killing, their 
fornication, their thefts and their sorceries. Sorcery is a form of witchcraft which those powers that 
produce those effects also come from a demonic source. People do not really realize what they 
dabbling into when they starting playing around with things such as séances, witchcraft, 
incantations and cavorting with mediums. All of these things opens a door to the dark side and 
allows access for demonic spirits to attack their lives, homes, family and even themselves.  

     All of these things God has purposed to destroy. However until that appointed time, He will use 
these forces through His permissive will to accomplish His foreordained Sovereign plan and 
purpose.  

Revelation 4:11 

11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

     “Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 
are his. And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (II Timothy 2:19). 


