
          “The Witness of the Son of God” – Part 1
John 5:31-40

______________________________________________________________

The surpassing glory of the witness of Jesus Christ

1. A Witness always in Conjunction with the Father      vv. 31-32

     (1) He does all things in perfect union           “If I bear witness of Myself, 
                  and in perfect harmony with the Father!     My witness is not true.”

            - Cf. vv. 19, 30

            -Thus also, the witness He bears

 -“If I bear witness of Myself independent of the Father…” (were that 
conceivable) 
 - To attempt to assert Himself would be to break the harmony between Himself 
       and the Father. (an impossibility!)

            - Any man who bears witness of himself independent of God is a liar 

    (2) The Father’s witness of Him is certainly enough, whatever men may think!   
                          “There is another who bears witness of Me,
       and I know that the witness
         which He witnesses of Me is true.”

2. A Greater Witness than that Provided by John           vv. 33-35

     (1) John had borne powerful witness to Christ                “You have sent to John...”

            - He had made an enormous impression!   “a burning and shining lamp” 

             - They themselves had sent a delegation and taken a deposition!  (1:19ff)
 - They had been impressed…for a time!  
 - What came of that?!!  

           

    (2) For their sakes He reminds them of John’s testimony. 
     “Yet I do not receive testimony from man, 
        but I say these things that you may be saved.”
            - Jesus did not need a testimony from man.

    (3) Jesus has a greater witness than John’s          “But I have a greater witness than John’s”

   3. A Majestic and Powerful Two-fold Witness                                          vv. 36-40

        (1) The Witness of His Works  (36)  “for the works which the Father has given Me to finish 
           – the very works I do – bear witness of Me,
              - Works given by the Father               that the Father has sent Me.”

              - Works bearing witness that the Father had sent Him

       (2) The Witness of the Father Himself  (37-40)       “And the Father Himself, who sent Me,
               has testified of Me.”

              -1- Their Deafness and Blindness with respect to the Father’s witness

    - Its Totality                     “You have neither heard His voice at any time, 
                nor seen His form.”

    - Its Unmistakable Proof                   “But you do not have His word abiding in you, 
                                                          because Whom He sent, 
        Him you do not believe.”

              -2- Their Deafness and Blindness with respect to the Scriptures  39-40
               “You search the Scriptures, for in them
    - A futile pursuit:                              you think you have eternal life”
      Searching and studying the Scriptures without faith!

    - All of the Scriptures center in Christ and point to Christ!          “and these are they 
              which testify of Me.”

    - Unbelief in Christ willful            “But you are not willing to come to Me
         that you may have life.”

 

   Further Application:


