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...direction in the life Jesus tells us. 
 
I want to talk about resurrection change this morning and this evening. I’ll talk a little bit 
more about this tonight, but the resurrection has become like a museum piece in church 
where, you know, we are not going to sell it, but we are certainly not going to use it, you 
know?  We don’t quite known what to do with the resurrection, but the Bible teaches 
truly the resurrection changes everything.  And do you know what the Bible teaches?  
The Bible teaches that if you believe in the resurrection, why don’t you have hope? And 
on the other hand, if you don’t believe in the resurrection, why do you even pretend to 
live like you have hope?  The resurrection truly changes everything and we are going to 
see a story about that.  
 
Three siblings, Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  I love looking at people in groups before and 
after the resurrection probably one of the great examples in Scripture is the apostle Paul.  
And, as you know, the apostle Paul before the resurrection, before he understood the 
resurrection was a persecutor of the faith. After it was a defender of the faith.  And one 
day on a killing spree against Christians he is knocking at the doors or worship services 
to come in and kill the people. You know, the next day we find him knocking at the doors 
to come in and worship with them, dramatic change before and after with Paul.   
 
Now what was the point of life that brought him to that change? It was Acts chapter nine 
when he came face to face with the risen Lord.  It changes the individual. But the 
resurrection has also changed the world.  
 
1996, April 8th of edition of Newsweek there was an article written titled, “Rethinking the 
Resurrection: The New Debate on the Risen Christ.”  And in the article the author goes 
out of his way to say, “By any measure the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most radical 
of the Christian doctrines.”  And he goes on to quote a German Marxist philosopher 
Ernest Block and Block said this, an unbeliever.  He said, “It wasn’t the morality of the 
Sermon on the Mount which enabled Christianity to conquer Roman paganism, but the 
belief that Jesus had been raised from the dead.” 
 
And even this unbeliever understood the resurrection changes people. It changes people.  
There is no explanation other than Jesus Christ is alive. And you will see tonight a lot of 
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people deny the resurrection, not on its historical fact, but upon their own morality like 
Block here. 
 
Let’s look at the story real quick starting at verse one, the death of Lazarus.  Three 
characters introduced here. 
 
“Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her 
sister Martha.”1 
 
They sent word in verse three to Jesus. And in verse six Jesus does something very 
strange.   
 
“When he had heard therefore that he was sick [that is Lazarus], he abode two days still 
in the same place where he was.”2 
 
He hears about Lazarus being dead and he purposely for two days stays where he is to 
allow Lazarus to die.   
 
Jesus shows up in verse 20 two days later.   
 

Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met 
him: but Mary sat still in the house.   
 
Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother 
had not died.  But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
God, God will give it thee.   
 
Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.   
 
Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day.   
 
Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in 
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:  And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?3 

 
Christ is so moved by the death of his friend that he begins to cry. And then here is the 
resurrection of Lazasrus. 
 
Verse 39.  
 

Jesus said, Take ye away the stone.  
 

                                                
1 John 11:1. 
2 John 11:6.  
3 John 11:20-26. 
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Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time 
he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.   
 
Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, 
thou shouldest see the glory of God?  
 
Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. 
And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me.  And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the 
people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent 
me.  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, 
come forth.  And he that was dead came forth.4 

 
Now think about this.  “Lazarus, come forth,” and all of the sudden the blood begins to 
pump through his body and the heart comes to life and his little toe begins to move and 
then his hands pop up like this and the dead man sits up, stands up and walks out of the 
tomb. 
 
And Jesus says, “Loose him.”  In other words, take away the grave clothes that are on 
him. And Lazarus is restored to life. 
 
 I want you to see resurrection change in this passage, how the resurrection changed these 
three family members. 
 
But in order to do this we are going to have to get a progression here. First of all, we have 
to look at death.  And then we are going to look at the resurrection.  And only then can 
we really look at change. 
 
So death, resurrection and then change. 
 
Now here is what I want you to see about death this morning, just one thing about death.  
You cannot come face to face with the resurrection until you first come face to face with 
death.  You cannot come face to face with resurrection until you come face to face with 
death. You have to understand the power of death before you will truly appreciate the 
power of the resurrection. That is what is happening in this passage. 
 
Jesus brings them face to face with death and then they can understand the power of the 
resurrection. 
 
Now stick with me as we move through this.   
 
Lazarus here is a picture of all of us.  All of us some day die and, as I unpleasant as this 
is, all of us one day are going to have a verse 39 experience.  He stinketh.  He has been 
dead four days. That is the reality of sin in this world, that all of us will one day.  Eery 
hour in this world 5417 people die.  That is 130,000 people a day, 910,000 people in one 
                                                
4 John 11:39-44. 
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week will die in this world, 3,900,000 people die in a month, over 46 million people die 
in the course of a year. 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said this.  I love this.  He said, “Tobacco, coffee, alcohol and 
hash, weak delusions, the surest poison is time.” 
 
And the author of Hebrews put it this way. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment.”5 
 
Now why do I have to bring us to the most obvious thing today?  Because the thing is all 
of us are running from death. We are like the ostrich with its head in the sand when it 
comes to this topic. We don’t want to deal with death. We don’t want to talk about death. 
But in the passage here Jesus brings them to face death before he brings them to the 
resurrection. And if you and I are truly going to understand the resurrection, we are going 
to have to come face to face with one day we are all going to die. I am going to die.  You 
are going to die.  Your dog is going to die. All of us are going to die some day. That is 
what this passage is teaching. 
 
I was recently watching a documentary on the gangs in LA and I was kind of stunned, the 
13 to 16 year old kids, they are right now some of them planning their own funerals. 
They are the... the death is so close.  They have had friends that died. They have had 
family members that have died young.   
 
And I sat there thinking about a 14 year old planning his own funeral and my first 
thought was, “Boy, that is very morbid and that is very odd.” 
 
But then I stepped back and said, “You know, that is actually very realistic, isn’t it, 
because he is facing what one day all of us are going to have to face.” 
 
We tend to turn away from death, but Jesus says, “Don’t do that.” 
 
In order to see the resurrection you have to see that you are going to die some day. You 
have to be brought face to face with the horror of death.  
 
See, look at verse six for a minute. Jesus is doing this on purpose.   
 
“When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place 
where he was.”6  
 
Jesus here wastes two days so this man can die.  Why is he allowing this man to die? 
 
Well, there are two things about ancient funerals that are not true today. Number one, 
those were huge events.  Everybody came out to pay their respects in the ancient world at 
a funeral. It wasn’t just friends and family.  In the ancient world you had people from 
                                                
5 Hebrews 9:27.  
6 John 11:6. 
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neighboring towns come, people that weren’t even very familiar with the family, 
especially a rich man like Lazarus. 
 
And, by the way, we know he is rich because his sister Mary poured out 40,000 dollars 
upon the feet of Jesus. This is a rich family and especially a rich, prominent man like 
Lazarus, they are coming from miles around to pay their respects to this dead man.  Jesus 
does not just want the sisters to see this man dead, he wants the whole community to 
come face to face with death here. 
 
And, by the way, the second thing is they buried bodies right away in the ancient world. 
There was no embalming technology.  They had few herbs and few spices.  The whole 
decay process takes place over one or two days. Jesus allows this man to die, waiting two 
days. He is giving just enough time for the whole village to come out and see this man 
dead.   
 
Why would Jesus want everybody to see Lazarus dead?  Because Jesus knows if they are 
going to understand the power of the resurrection they are going to have to face the 
power of death first.  And for every one of us in here the same is true.   
 
The truth is, even our best moments, even our most sincere efforts cannot spare us from 
death.  Death is real. It is ugly and according to this passage there is really nothing that 
we can do about it.   
 
All of us are going to fall down like Lazarus some day.   
 
The great plague in London in the 17th century was known as the Black Plague. The 
epidemic crept though the streets of London.  It was ugly.  It was sadistic and it was a 
killer.   
 
In May of 1664 it claimed its first few victims.  By the May of next year 600 people had 
died to the Black Death, by June 6000, by August 31,000. And after the plague had gone 
through London, 70,000 people died because of the plague. It was called the Black Death 
for two reasons.  One of them was that the victims were marked with black spots on their 
body. But the second one was nobody really understood why the plague was taking place.   
 
Now we know today that with rats and fleas and infestation, but back then they thought it 
was the polluted air over London. And so they came up with what they thought was the 
cure.  It was a little bit more of a ritual. What they would do is the physicians came up 
with a strange ritual. They would have a bed of roses out in the streets and they would 
bring out all the sick people into the streets to hold hands and walk around the roses.  
 
If the people were still sick, they would put the rose petals in their pockets and when they 
were just about to die they would burn the rose petals and bring the ashes right up to their 
nose so that they could inhale and hopefully sneeze out the sickness.  
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And, of course, none of these superstitious rituals worked.  The people were plagued with 
death and they died.  
 
This ritual gave way to a nursery rhyme that is commonly sung today.  Do you know 
what it is?  Don’t you?   
 
Ring around the what?  The roses.  A pocket full of poses.  Ashes, ashes, we all fall 
down.   
 
Now isn’t it strange that the little innocent nursery rhyme is sung by children today and 
yet there is a lot of truth in that rhyme. We all what?  We all fall down.  That is what the 
Bible teaches.   
 
No man, Solomon said, hath power over his own Spirit in the day of death.   
 
Now, you say, “Pastor, you are really bringing us to a strange point here. Why is that?” 
 
As I said, “You cannot see the resurrection until you see the power of death.”  You will 
never truly appreciate it until you appreciate the power of death. 
 
See, here is how it works. Death, resurrection, then change and it is always in that order.  
 
I will put it to you this way.  It doesn’t matter how much money you have, you never 
appreciate your money until you see what?  Poverty.  I don’t care how well you can see, 
you never appreciate your eye sight until you see someone that is what? Blind. I don’t 
care how fast you can run, you don’t even understand how fast you can run until you see 
someone that can’t walk.  
 
The same is true with the resurrection. You will never appreciate resurrection life until 
you first come face to face with death.  I told you several times, one of the things that 
really drives me to go on a mission trip just on a human level is I love going to a foreign 
country and seeing the different living conditions. And I always come back feeling like a 
millionaire. When I come back to the US, I mean, I could just have two nickels in my 
pocket and I just feel like the richest man in the world.  By seeing what true poverty is, it 
helps me to appreciate how great and how wealthy our nation is.  
 
And that is what Jesus Christ is doing here. He brings the whole community face to face 
with death so that they will appreciate what?  Resurrection life.  
 
You can’t just skip over and appreciate life until you first see death.   
 
Now if some of you that have recently tasted death, maybe the loss of a loved one or a 
family member, let me just say this.  You are in the perfect position to appreciate the 
resurrection.  I mean, you are right on the cusp.  All you have to do is cross the line and 
look at Christ because seeing death gives us a hunger for the resurrection. It certainly 
does for those here. 
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Now here is the power of the resurrection.  
 
Verse 25.   
 
“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live.”7 
 
See, the question is not:  Will I die?  The question is:  What will happen to me when I 
die? 
 
There is an old sermon by a Lutheran minister.  It has a very strange title. He titled it this.  
“The lemming, the Pacific salmon and the caterpillar.” 
 
No nobody is going to find that in a search engine, right?  “The lemming, the Pacific 
salmon and the caterpillar.” 
 
It is a strange title, but it is an Easter message that he wrote years ago. And he said all of 
us die one of these three kinds of death.  First of all the lemming. The lemming is a 
mouse looking creature that lives in Scandinavia.  And after every few years they gather 
together and the run towards the sea and they all drown themselves.   
 
And he says, “Some of us die like lemmings. We live the loose, fast paced life. We do 
whatever we want. We have no ethic. We have no real purpose. And soon we find 
ourselves drowning in water.” 
 
He said, “Then there is the Pacific salmon.” 
 
Some of us die like the Pacific salmon. Others of us have purpose. We have ethic. The 
Pacific salmon lives in salt water, but leaves it to go to fresh water, travels 2000 miles to 
lay its eggs, climbs and swims up 10 foot waterfalls, lays its eggs and then dies. 
 
He said, “Some of us are like that.”  We are hard working. We are proud of our work. We 
even look down on a lemming. 
 
But he says this. “Whether you die like a lemming or you die like a Pacific salmon, at the 
end of the day they are both found floating in the water.” 
 
Ecclesiastes puts it this way. 
 
“And how dieth the wise man? as the fool.”8 
 
They are both dead.   
 
                                                
7 John 11:25. 
8 Ecclesiastes 2:16. 
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He says,. “Then there is the caterpillar.” And the caterpillar dies a completely different 
kind of death.  He enters into the cocoon and he ceases to be a caterpillar. He dies to 
caterpillarism.  He transitions into a beautiful butterfly. And his point is this. Most of us 
think, hey, as long as I find a little bit of purpose in this life, that will make my life 
meaningful. A lot of us live like the Pacific salmon and we look down on people that 
don’t have a lot of meaning in their life. 
 
He says, “But at the end of the day, both of them are going to be belly up in the water.”  
We need to die a different kind of death. We need to die, well, a verse 25 kind of death.   
 
“He  that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.”9 
 
In other words, we need more than just worldly purpose.  We need more than just 
religion, more than just a little work ethic.  We need victory over death and that is where 
Jesus Christ has brought you the resurrection. 
 
Many of you in here are familiar with the theologian Donald Barnhouse. He wrote a 
famous set of commentaries on the book of Romans.  Barnhouse’s wife died early in their 
marriage and he took it upon himself to preach at the funeral service. And on the way to 
the funeral he had himself and his two small children in the car and he was trying to 
explain to them the death of their mother. 
 
His small truck stopped behind a very large truck in front of him and the sun was out. It 
cast a shadow across a snowy field and Barnhouse grabbed that as an opportunity to share 
it with his kids about a Christian death.  And he said, “Look, children.  Look at that truck 
and then look at the shadow.  If you had to be run over, which one would you rather be 
run over by, the truck or the shadow?” 
 
And Barnhouse’s youngest piped up and said, “Why the shadow couldn’t hurt anyone.”  
 
“That is right,” he continued.  And the death is not the truck.  But the shadow is all that 
ever touches the Christian.   
 
He said this. He said, “The truck ran over Jesus.  Only the shadow ran over mommy.”  
And that is what death is to the Christian.  
 
“Though he were dead, yet shall he live.”10 
 
Death, resurrection. And I suggest to you, the resurrection changes everything. I want 
you to see real quick how the resurrection changed this family, how the resurrection 
changed this family. 
 
Now let me start out by saying this.  Every so often something happens in your life which 
just changes you forever. 
                                                
9 John 11:25. 
10 Ibid.  
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Remember the first time you heard your baby cry, the very first time? And at that 
moment you said to yourself, “You know?  I am never going to be the same.” 
 
Up to that moment you believed it in your head, but it never really connected with your 
heart, right?  But as soon as you heard the baby cry it just changed everything. And what 
is happening in the life of these three people, see, look at verse 27 real quick.   
 
See, he asked her, “Hey, do you believe in the resurrection?” 
 
And she said, “Why, of course I do.”  Verse 20. “Yea, Lord, I believe thou art the Christ, 
the Son of God that came into the world.” 
 
She knows it with her head.  But she doesn’t know it with her heart.  And she is about to 
experience the resurrection in a new and a fresh way and it is going to change her forever.  
In other words, the baby is about to cry.  The baby is about to cry.   
 
Now three people here, Martha, Lazarus and Mary and look at how it changed them. 
 
Number one, the resurrection changes the way we serve God. And I want you to see 
Martha here.  The resurrection changes the way we serve God. 
 
Turn back to chapter 10 real quick, a passage we didn’t read., but you are very familiar 
with.   
 
In chapter 10, oh, excuse me. I am in Luke.  Luke chapter 10.  Clemmons, are you 
changing my notes up here?  I am kidding. 
 
Luke chapter 10.  Here is the before of Martha.  A very famous passage. 
 
Verse 38. 
 
“Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into her house.”11 
 
Do you know this story? 
 

And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard 
his word.  But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to 
him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that she help me.  And Jesus answered and said 
unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:  
But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall 
not be taken away from her.12 

                                                
11 Luke 10:38. 
12 Luke 10:39-42. 
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Now notice Martha before the resurrection.  Before the resurrection Martha’s attitude 
toward service is very burdensome.  Now you have to understand. There is nothing 
wrong with physical service.  In fact, the same word here for service is the same New 
Testament word for deacon.  It is not that contemplation is necessarily better than 
physical service. That is not what Jesus is saying. The problem is not with what Martha is 
doing. The problem is with the attitude that she is doing it.  Her service has become a 
burden. The very thing that God has gifted her to do, serve, has become an incredible 
burden.   No longer is life exciting. No longer is service exciting.  Where she used to find 
a lot of excitement serving people in this way, it is now become a burden. 
 
By the way, her service has also become very repulsive. I mean, here she is seeking to 
serve Jesus, but by seeking to serve Jesus with the wrong spirit she is actually what?  
Pushing him away. Her ministry is also very turbulent.   
 
“Thou art careful and troubled.”13 
 
That is the Greek word turbazw (toor-bad’-zo).  That is where we get our English word 
“turbulence.” 
 
If you have ever been on an airplane and the plane starts to really rock and it starts to 
make your stomach a little bit upset and you kind of say to yourself, you know, I would 
like to be anywhere except here right now, that is what is happening in Martha’s life.  
Before the resurrection when she served God she wanted to be everywhere except there. 
Her ministry had become very selfish.  She didn’t see herself as an instrument of 
blessing, but someone that needed to be blessed.  This is her opportunity to shine and 
Mary has gotten in the way.   
 
And a lot of us when it comes down to service, that is how we are.  We feel 
underappreciated.  We are frustrated in our service. That is the before.  Do you want to 
see the after?  Go back to John.  Look at John chapter 12, next chapter after the 
resurrection.  
 
That is the old Martha.  Here is the new Martha.  John 12 verse two.  They are going to 
have a little celebration.  
 
“There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.”14 
 
Now they are back in the same role. Martha is serving, verse three. Mary is at the feet. It 
is the exact same thing only now Martha has a lighter spirit. She has a joyful spirit. 
 
And, by the way, before the resurrection she was troubled over serving just one person. 
After the resurrection she is exited about serving at least 16 people here.  Even though the 
work load has increased 16 fold, she is excited again about serving God. The resurrection 
                                                
13 Luke 10:41. 
14 John 12:2.  
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changes the way we serve.  The joy of ministry has returned.  There is a freshness to the 
ministry, an excitement to the ministry. 
 
Now how many times in our service for God have we felt like it is more of a burden?  
Remember back when you first got saved or when you first started to serve? You used to 
love to teach people about the Word of God. You used to love to tell people about Christ.  
When it came to the music ministry you were all excited about getting up and singing 
with the choir, playing an instrument in the orchestra.  And then all of the sudden your 
ministry became a burden. It was no longer exciting.  
 
And what you did is probably what Martha did. You started to blame it on the workload. 
You said, “Well, I just have too much to do. And that is why I don’t have joy anymore.” 
 
But look at Martha here.  Sixteen fold the work load increases and there is incredible joy 
and a freshness to her ministry.  The resurrection has caused herself to take her eyes off 
herself and put them on Jesus Christ. 
 
The resurrection changes the way we serve.   
 
And number two, real quick, the resurrection changes the way we witness. It changes the 
way we witness. 
 
Look at Lazarus, verse 10 of chapter 12, after the resurrection. 
 

But the chief priests consulted that they might put Lazarus also to death;  
Because that by reason of him many of the Jews went away, and believed 
on Jesus.15 

 
Lazarus is a picture of what Christ can do.  And Lazarus, the change in his life is so great 
physically, that they can’t silence what Christ has done.  He becomes a loud witness to 
the resurrection.   
 
Resurrection change here, radical change.  
 
“For this my son was dead, and is alive again.”16 
 
That is what we are seeing in the life of Lazarus.   
 
You know, it amazes me what a low standard we have in the Church, any church for 
change when somebody gets saved. And basically today you can say, “I am saved.”  You 
can have no evidence at all and everybody says, “Oh, yeah, he must be a Christian.  
Obviously he said he was saved.” 
 

                                                
15 John 12:10-11. 
16 Luke 15:24. 
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Now would that work physically?  I mean how unrealistic would it be.  Two men 
standing over the coffin of a friend and even though the man hasn’t moved in two days 
and all the vital signs are dead, one of them says, “I think he is alive right now.” 
 
And the other one says, “Yeah, I agree. He said he was going to live.” 
 
Lazarus was a dead man and then he was brought to life and the change is obvious.  He is 
identifying with Christ. 
 
Let me give you the third one here, the one I want to focus on for a minute.  
 
It changes the way we serve. It changes the way we witness.   And finally it changes the 
way we give ourselves to God.  It changes the way we give ourselves to God.  It changes 
the way we give ourselves to God.   
 
Famous verse, verse three. 
 
“Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of 
Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the 
ointment.”17 
 
It is interesting. We find Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus. Most of the time in the Bible 
you find Mary do you know where she is?  The same spot, the feet of Jesus.  Luke 
chapter 10 Martha is troubled.  Mary is at the feet of Jesus.  Luke chapter 11 her brother 
dies. When Jesus comes she falls, the Bible says, right at his feet.  John chapter 12 the 
same thing. There is a big party. She is right at the feet of Jesus.   
 
Mary was not poor. Mary was from a very wealthy family.  Just by virtue of Lazarus 
being buried in a tomb we know this family was very wealthy. And also no poor person 
could afford spikenard like this. She pours it all over the feet of Christ, one of the most 
popular stories in the Bible and yet we rarely take the time to consider this is right after 
the resurrection of her brother.  Mary here becomes reckless with her possessions, down 
right reckless with her possessions. 
 
What exactly is a pound of spikenard? What is a pound of spikenard?  Nard is an herb 
that grows in the Himalayan pasture lands of India and Tibet and because it had to be 
imported from so far out it was very costly.   The Bible tells us here it is 300 pence. What 
exactly is 300 pence.   
 
Well, there is a little debate on this, but commentators think it is probably about 40,000 
dollars in today’s money. 
 
Now I want you to think about this. She is at the feet of Jesus. She takes a 40,000 dollar 
bottle of ointment and pours it on the feet of Christ and then she takes her hair and wipes 
it off.   
                                                
17 John 12:3.  
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Now the custom of the day was simply to have Jesus come in the house and anoint his 
head with a little bit of olive oil.  But Mary goes above and beyond that. She skips the 
olive oil, skips his head and goes to the feet with 40,000 dollars of spikenard.  The 
resurrection has caused her to give her best to God, to give her best to Christ, so much so 
that the disciples start to mock her. It is reckless.   
 
Folks, who does this?  What kind of a person pours a 40,000 dollar bottle of anything 
over somebody’s feet?  Only someone that believes in the resurrection.  And only 
someone that has been touched by Jesus Christ. 
 
And I am going to tell you.  You know when our service for God, do you know when we 
really start to give God our best?  I think the world will start to scoff just like Judas.   
 
The resurrection gives you a holy recklessness concerning your possessions.   
 
I will tell you.  A lot of us claim to believe the resurrection, but we are not very moved by 
it.  When it comes to money we hold on to it.  We give God our leftovers. At best we give 
God our leftovers.  A lot of us who claim the hope of the resurrection, we will stay out 
late Saturday night, say, “If I wake up for Sunday school in time that is fine.  If not I will 
catch it next week.” 
 
We give little concern to Jesus Christ, but not Mary. She is so moved by the resurrection 
that she gives her everything to Christ.  She gives of her person to Christ.  She is not just 
reckless with her money.  She is reckless with her person.  She lets down her hair and 
wipes his feet.   
 
This is a sign of humility, willing to be laughed at, willing to be scorned.  She could care 
less what people think about here. She don’t care what they are thinking. She has tunnel 
vision for Jesus Christ.  She is like David leaping and dancing before they ark even at the 
scorn of others, like Paul who was made a spectacle unto the world and even angels and 
men. That is the kind of change that comes through the resurrection of Christ, radical 
transformation.   He wants to fill our hearts with beautiful music. He wants to bring  a 
smile into our life.  And that is what the resurrection does.  It brings a freshness.  It brings 
a joy.   
 
James Hewitt has a famous sermon titled, “Let them Play.” And he tells the following 
story. I would like to close on this. And if you have already heard it, I really believe it is 
worth a second listen. So hang in. 
 
Hewitt says this.   
 
In a large stone cathedral in Europe there was a magnificent pipe organ and it was 
Saturday afternoon and the sexton was making one final check in the choir and the organ 
loft when he was startled to hear the footsteps echoing up the stone stairway. He turned to 
see a man was in slightly tattered travelling clothes coming towards him.   
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“Excuse me, sir,” said the stranger. “I have come from quite a distance to see this great 
organ in the cathedral.  Would you mind opening the console so that I might get a closer 
look?” 
 
The sexton at first refused. But the stranger seemed so eager and insistent that he finally 
gave in.   
 
“May I sit on the bench?” the stranger said. 
 
But the request was met with a refusal by the custodian.   
 
“What if the organist came in and found you sitting here?  I would probably lose my job.” 
 
But again the stranger was so persistent that the sexton gave in.   
 
“Ah, but only for a moment,” he added. 
 
The custodian noticed the stranger was very much at home on the organ bench. He was 
not completely surprised when the stranger said, “Can I play?” 
 
“No, definitely not,” said the sexton.  “No one is allowed to play in this cathedral except 
the organist.” 
 
The man’s face fell. Deep disappointment was obvious.  He reminded the custodian how 
far he had come and assured him that no damage would be done. 
 
Finally the sexton relented and told him that he could play.   
 
Overjoyed the stranger pulled out some stops and began to play and suddenly the 
cathedral was filled with the most beautiful music the custodian had ever heard in all his 
years working at the place. The music seemed to transport him heavenward.  
 
In what seemed to be all too short a time, the stranger stopped playing, slid off the organ 
bench and started down the stairway.   
 
“Wait,” cried the custodian. “That is the most beautiful music I have ever heard in this 
cathedral.  Who are you?” 
 
The stranger turned for a moment and replied, “Mendelssohn.”  
 
The man was none other than Felix Mendelssohn, one of the greatest organists and 
composers of the 19th century.   
 
Just then the sexton thought to himself as he sat there. He said, “Just think.  I almost kept 
the master from playing his music in my cathedral.” 
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Jesus is the master and you are the cathedral. He wants to come into your life with 
resurrection power and fill your heart with the beauty and the joy of the gospel.   
 
Just think, I almost kept the master from playing beautiful music in my cathedral. 
 
Let’s pray together. 
 
Father, we are grateful that Christ is alive.  We recognize, Lord, that it is because of him 
that we have life and because of him that we have joy.  You fill us with your Spirit. You 
fill us with resurrection power and resurrection life.  I pray you would touch our hearts 
in a special way. Speak to us, Lord. Help us to be willing to give ourselves completely to 
you, to be like Martha where our service would be joyful and exciting, not out of 
obligation, like Lazarus where we would testify of Christ, testify of change in our lives, 
not just our words and like Mary who was willing to give her all to Christ. Speak to our 
hearts in a special way.  
 
With your head bowed and you... 


