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Colossians 4:2–6 

2  Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving;  

3  meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the 

word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains,  

4  that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.  

5  Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.  

6  Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may 

know how you ought to answer each one. 

 

Being Devoted to Prayer 

Colossians 4:2-6 

 
INTRO: 
 
 The key to the book of Colossians is the command in Colossians 2:6–7. “As 
you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, 
rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have 
been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.”  The application of all 
the wonders of who Jesus is and what He has done for us in salvation is to walk in 
Him. We must walk well. Paul then told us what this walk with Christ did not look 
like in the rest of Chapter two. Then in Chapter 3 and here in the beginning of 
chapter four Paul told us what our walk with Christ did involve. 
 
 Our walk involved the transformation that came at our conversion. The killing 
of sinful desires, the putting off of sinful attitudes, and the putting on of the new 
man created after Christ. This putting on the new man involves allowing Christ to 
rule in our hearts by His peace. It also involves our living in peace with others in 
the body. It involves our immersing ourselves in the Word of God and it shows 
itself in our thankfulness and in the external roles we live out. Before turning to 
his closing thoughts, Paul has one more area to touch on, when he describes how 
our walk with Christ looks. It has to do with our prayer-life and how we touch the 
world. 
  I. Pray Continually and Earnestly (v, 2-4) 
II. Watch Your Walk in the World (v. 5-6) 
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I. Pray Continually and Earnestly (v, 2-4) 
 
Colossians 4:2 “Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with 
thanksgiving.” 

 
A. Our walk with Christ must motivate a growing commitment to prayer. The 

verb translated, “Continue earnestly” means “to persist at,” “be devoted 

to” and “to continue constantly in.”  We are to be employed often and 
consistently. We are told that the first church in Jerusalem did this. Acts 2:42 
says,  

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”  

 
1. Before we get sucked into a feeling guilty moment, we need to recognize 
that Paul did not write this so we would all feel guilty, but rather so we 
would take steps to do this. 

 
2. Let me cite two more places where the Apostle exhorted us, or even 
commanded us to pray with constancy and devotion.  

Romans 12:10-12    “Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging 
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in hope, 
patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer.”  

 
3. The second text is more familiar. In the sentence sermons in 1 

Thessalonians 5, Paul wrote:  
vs.17–18    “Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 

We must begin to pray with purpose and earnestness, not just for physical 
needs, but also for spiritual growth and prosperity. 

 
B. We also must pray, “Being vigilant in it with thanksgiving.”  We must 

pray “watchfully” and with “thanksgiving.”  The word means literally to be 

awake. The implication is we need to pray with spiritual awareness. 
Sometimes the New Testament used this word to call believers to be aware 
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that Christ could return at any moment. It also implies we pray with our 
spiritual eyes open to the spiritual needs of folks around us. 
 
C. Thanksgiving is praying always with an awareness of what the Lord did for 
us and what He is doing for us today. We must be thankful people. The book of 
Colossians is a book of thankfulness.  

Colossians 1:12    “Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light.”  
Colossians 2:6–7    “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in 
the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with 
thanksgiving.”  
Colossians 3:14-15    “But above all these things put on love, which is 
the bond of perfection. Also you were called in one body; and be 
thankful.”  

 
D. Finally, to stimulate their praying and because it was a sincere need, Paul 

asks for personal prayer. 

 Colossians 4:3–4    “Meanwhile praying also for us, that God would 

open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for 

which I am also in chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 

speak.”  

Personal prayer requests for Paul usually involved ministry. He prayed that 

God would grant reception for the Gospel message, and that he could present 

the word clearly as he should. Do we pray for ourselves and our ministries in 

this way? 

 

II. Watch Your Walk in the World (v. 5-6) 
 

Colossians 4:5–6    “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, 
redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with grace, 
seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer 
each one.”  

 
A. Although we might think this last point has no relationship to prayer, it most 
likely came to Paul’s mind because of his personal prayer request. This is a kind 
of prayer request and instruction to the Colossians. Conducting ourselves 
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wisely is to be alert to the fact that people watch to see how much our walk 
with Christ is visible in our lives. They watch how we handle adversity. They 
know whether we live Christ at home. 
 
B. Then Paul wrote something which can be hard to understand, 
“Redeeming the time.” We usually think of redemption with God’s buying 
us back from our slavery to sin. This is the same word, but it means buying 
back the time. Probably it is best to think he is saying our time, before God 
takes us home, is short and valuable. Use it wisely. 
 
C. Finally, Paul wrote:  

v.6    “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
you may know how you ought to answer each one.”  

We must not just think of the way we act, we must also be aware of how we 
talk. We must be people who are characterized by the grace that saved us. Our 
words must be seasoned, and not corrupt. We must also be people who 
because we live our walk with the Lord and are immersed in His Word, we can 
know what Christ wants us to say. 
 

How can we apply all of this? 
 
1. We must ask God to help us be devoted to prayer. We need to plan our seasons 
of personal prayer. When will you begin? How much do we commit ourselves to 
do? What do we pray about? How about praying about your own personal 
relationship with God and your own personal ministry? 
 
2. By way of something you can pray about, pray for our outreach effort. We are 
beginning four weeks of operation saturation on Thursday, April 21 at 7pm. Pray 
for literal open doors for the message of God’s Word. Pray for God to bless our 
efforts with eternal results. 
 
3. Pray about your own life and your own speech. The tongue is the hardest thing 
to conquer only with the Lord’s help can we overcome it. 

 

Hymn# 372 Living for Jesus 


