
CHRONOLOGY 
OF 

THE PASSION WEEK III:
Resurrection Sunday

INTRO: Now we call this day Easter Sunday. I preached a message 
one year on the day we call ‘Good Friday’ and called the 
message, “It wasn’t Good and It Wasn’t Friday.” Now I will tell 
you that this is not Easter morning either. Go to Acts 12 (read 
verse 4). Now if you use the KJV, you will find the word 
‘Easter’ in this verse. The word translated ‘Easter’ here, is 
the word ‘pascha’. I have high regard for the KJV but to 
translate this word as Easter is a very bad translation. The 
translation of a Greek word as ‘Easter’ certainly is not 
inspired. The word ‘Easter’ never occurs in the Bible. The word 
‘pascha’ means Passover. Let me quote here from McClintock and 
Strong, an encyclopedia written about 100 years ago. 

Easter is a word of Saxon origin, and imports a goddess of the 
Saxons, or, rather, of the East, Estera, in honor of whom 
sacrifices being annually offered about the Passover time of the
year (spring), the name became attached by association of ideas 
to the Christian festival of the resurrection, which happened at
the time of the Passover: hence we say Easter-day, Easter 
Sunday,, but very improperly; as we by no means refer the 
festival then kept to the goddess of the ancient Saxons. So the 
present German word for Easter Ostern, is referred to the same 
goddess, Estera or Ostera… The occurrence of this word in the 
A.V. of Acts 12:4 — "Intending after Easter to bring him forth 
to the people" — is chiefly noticeable as an example of the want
of consistency in the translators. In the earlier English 
versions Easter had been frequently used as the translation of 
pasca. At the last revision Passover was substituted in all 
passages but this.”

This Passover week we have followed the path of Christ, from in 
the north, the area of the Galilee, to Jerusalem. We tried to 
give the days as closely as possible, starting Nisan 7th to Nisan
10th, which brought us to Palm Sunday. Then we went from Bethany 
to Jerusalem several days until we came to the day of 
crucifixion, which we said took place on Wednesday. You can 
check the evidence for that in a message called, “It Wasn’t Good
and It Wasn’t Friday” available on sermonaudio.com. Then on the 
day we call “Good Friday” we followed the chronology from Palm 
Sunday until His crucifixion and burial. 



This morning we are going to look at the events that transpired 
between His burial and the day we call Easter, but which is 
resurrection Sunday, or the Jewish feast of First Fruits. 

 IX.  THURSDAY Nisan 15-17

So, according to my reckoning, Christ was crucified on 
Wednesday evening. He was in the tomb by the time the sun 
was set. At Sunset shortly after Christ was buried, 
Thursday began according to Jewish reckoning. We do not 
have any record of any events until sometime in the 
morning of Thursday. So we begin then on Thursday, the day
after Christ’s crucifixion. Let us go to Matthew 27 (read 
57-61). That took place before sunset on Wednesday. Jesus 
had been crucified and buried, and that should be the end 
of the problem. But by the next day, uneasiness had worked
its way into some. Look at verses 62-64 (read). Something 
had dawned on some of them. They remembered that that 
deceiver had said He would rise on the third day. Amazing,
is it not, that the unbelievers remembered this before the
disciples did? 

So they went to Pilate and told him their concerns. And 
here was their reasoning. The disciples might come and 
steal Jesus away, and then say He was resurrected, just 
like He had said. And so they said, if that happens, we’ll
be worse off than before. Well, I don’t know that Pilate 
could have cared about that at all, so he said, “You have 
a guard; go your way, make it as secure as you can.” 

Abba Eban, the foreign minister for Israel for many years,
said of the Arabs, “They never miss an opportunity to miss
an opportunity.” So it was of Jesus’ enemies. So look at 
verses 65-66 (read). By doing this they have made the 
account of Christ’s resurrection more sure than ever, as 
we will see later.  

  X.  FRIDAY – Nisan 16

We come now to Friday, Nisan 16, and of this day we have 
nothing on the Biblical record. It is interesting to me, 
that if the Wednesday evening crucifixion is correct, and 
there is no doubt to me that it is, then Friday, the day we
have made so important, has nothing recorded about it. 



Now, let me tell you this about this Friday. If it had not 
been for the resurrection, this is where the story would 
have ended, and the Jews thought it had ended.

  X.  SATURDAY – Nisan 17

We come now to Saturday. Until my present studies I had 
always thought that there was no recorded information 
given for the days of both Friday and Saturday. And let me
say here that I have greatly enjoyed studying through the 
Gospels in greater detail in this part of the life of 
Christ to do these messages. 

But as I restudied the resurrection, I came across things 
I had never noted before. Go to Mark 16:1. It says, “Now 
when the Sabbath was past. Now the word Sabbath here is 
singular and refers to the seventh day Sabbath, which of 
course, is Saturday. And Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come 
and anoint Him.” Now let me ask you a question: When did 
they buy these spices and mix them? The next verse then 
tells us that they came very early the next morning, which
was Sunday morning. Now, think it through, when would they
have bought these spices? Well, notice that the verse 
tells us when. It was when the Sabbath was past. And when 
is the Sabbath past? Between 6 and 7:00 p.m. That is 
Saturday evening, when the sun sets. So, it appears that 
Saturday, after sundown, which now makes it Sunday, the 
first day of the week, they went to buy these spices and 
mix them. And then, very early in the morning, they come 
with the spices they had prepared the night before. 

Now go to Matthew 28. Verse 1 says, “Now after the 
Sabbath…” Now, the word ‘Sabbath’ in Mark is singular, 
referring to the seventh day Sabbath. But the word, 
‘Sabbath’ in Matthew 28:1 is plural. Literally, it would 
read, “Now after the Sabbaths…” 

The Jews had what were called ‘between Sabbaths’. On 
Passover, the Passover started in the evening. Their day 
also began in the evening. So that evening began the first
day of unleavened bread, which began with a ‘between 
Sabbath.’ No matter which day of the week that fell, it 
was a Sabbath. 

Now, if I am correct because of the day difference in the 
solar and lunar calendars on the year of the Lord’s 



crucifixion, the Passover for some began on one day, but 
for the rest it began on the next day. If that is the 
case, for the one group Thursday was the Passover Sabbath.
For the other group, the next day, which was Thursday was 
the Passover Sabbath for them. For the first group then, 
the day after the second group’s Passover Sabbath was 
their seventh day Sabbath. And so I propose that due to 
these difficulties on this particular year, they could not
buy spices until after these Sabbaths were past. And so, 
after sundown on that Saturday, Sunday began. Sunday was 
the first day of the week, and now they could go buy 
spices to anoint Jesus. They would have mixed and prepared
those spices that evening and the next morning early, they
came to anoint Him as Mark 16:1-2 says. 

Now let me make an astounding suggestion to you here, and 
please don’t walk out on me just yet. You see, I believe 
Jesus was not crucified on Friday evening, but I also do 
not believe He was resurrected on Sunday morning. You see,
these ladies would not have set out for Jerusalem, until 
the sun went down. And I believe if these women had gone 
to the tomb before they bought the spices, they would not 
have needed to buy those spices. They would have found the
tomb empty already! 

“But”, you say, “Scripture says He arose Sunday morning, 
very early.” May I ask you where it says that? May I 
challenge you with this fact? Scripture does not say He 
arose early Sunday morning. You may want to check me out 
later, but before we are done this morning, you may not 
need to. 

You see, something very significant happened just before 
the sun set that Saturday, or Sabbath evening. Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead! Did you know that happened 
Saturday, just before Sunday began when the sun went down?
If you have not heard this before, it may come as a shock 
to you. Jesus was not resurrected Sunday morning! He was 
resurrected Saturday evening. It always amazes me how 
poorly many theologians do math! They argue that Christ 
was crucified Friday evening, and resurrected Sunday 
morning, and both conclusions are wrong; and then they say
that is three days and three nights! Do the math. It 
simply does not work! 

I have a book called the Encyclopedia of Bible 
Difficulties. It says this, “It is perfectly true that a 



Friday Crucifixion will not yield three full twenty-four-
hour days. But neither will a Thursday afternoon 
Crucifixion, nor a Wednesday afternoon Crucifixion either.
This results from the fact that Jesus died at 3:00 P.M. 
and rose at about 6:00 A.M. The only way you can come out 
with three twenty-four-hour days is if He rose at the same
hour (three days later, of course) that He was crucified, 
namely 3:00 P.M. Actually, however, He rose ‘on the third 
day’ (1 Cor. 15:4). Obviously, if He rose on the third 
day, He could not already have been buried for three whole
nights and three whole days. That would have required His 
resurrection to be at the beginning of the fourth day”, 
end quote. 

I would like to send you home with home-work just now and 
see if you can find any errors in that article. Now let me
point out several very obvious errors there. The writer 
says that neither a Thursday nor even a Wednesday 
crucifixion would yield three whole days and nights since 
Jesus died at 3:00 p.m. That is error #1. You do not start
counting time from when He died! Listen to Jesus prophecy 
again carefully, “For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.” You do not count time from when He was crucified 
of from when He died, but from when He was placed in the 
tomb. And when was that? Just before that Sabbath high day
began, which was sunset or about 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Error # 2, is the conclusion that Jesus rose about 6:00 
a.m. Sunday morning. The ladies that came to the tomb, 
arrived just as the sun was rising. The Scripture nowhere 
says Jesus arose at that time. When they got there He was 
already risen! When did He rise? Well, that is very 
simple. If He was buried just as the sun was setting, one 
evening, then three days and three nights later, He also 
arose just as the sun was setting. Sunday begins, in the 
Jewish system, just at that very time. He did not rise 
Sunday morning. Sunday morning He was already risen. He 
rose just before the first day of the week began, which is
in the evening of the seventh day Sabbath. This is the 
last Sabbath the ladies had to wait to pass before they 
could go to the tomb to do what they had intended.

So, calculate with me now. Wednesday evening, just before 
Thursday begins, Jesus is buried. Thursday evening to 
morning is night one. Thursday morning to Thursday evening



is day one. We have one night and one day. Friday evening 
to Friday morning is night two. Friday morning to Friday 
evening is day two. Saturday evening to Saturday morning 
is night three. Saturday morning to Saturday evening is 
day three. That is three days and three nights, and that 
is when He arose. If He arose Sunday morning at 6:00 a.m. 
He was 3 days and 4 nights in the heart of the earth. 
Scripture knows nothing about that. And so, Sunday 
morning, when the ladies came to the tomb, He had been 
alive for some 12 hours already! And Sunday evening, was 
the completion of the first day of His resurrected life! 

 XI.  SUNDAY Nisan 18

And so, as the sun set on that Saturday evening, as the 
first day of the week began, Jesus began His new life! He 
began His new life at the very same time when God began to
create the heavens and the earth! We are not told about 
that specifically, but when we do the math we know it. And
so now, we now arrive at our Sunday morning. It is Nisan 
18. And for one of the rare occasions, all four Gospels 
give us information on this event. It is the discovery of 
the empty tomb by these ladies early Sunday morning and it
is one of the greatest discoveries of one of the greatest 
events of all time! To put the four Gospel accounts in 
chronological order on this Sunday is a tremendous task, 
but very rewarding. And we want to do that now. 

And now I want to read for you all of what the four 
Gospels give us of this day beginning at sunrise. I have 
harmonized the four Gospels and will read from that, 
putting all four together into one flowing account so you 
might see the wonders of the day we commemorate today. 
Once more I will put the English of the KJV into more 
modern English. So, here we go:

1And 2now, 3when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and 
Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet 
spices, that they might come and anoint him. And 4in the 
end of the sabbath, 5very 6early 7in the morning 8when it 
was yet dark, 9as it began to dawn 10at the rising of the 
sun, 11toward 12the first day of the week, 13came 14Mary 
Magdalene 15and the other Mary 16unto the sepulchre 17to see 
the sepulchre 18bringing the spices which they had 
prepared, and certain others with them. 



19And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away 
the stone from the door of the sepulchre? 20And, behold, 
there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was like 
lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of 
him the keepers did 21shake, and became as dead men.
And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not: 
for I know that you seek Jesus, who was crucified. He is 
not here: for he is risen, as he said. 22And 23when 24they 
looked 25they saw that 26the stone 27was 28rolled 29away 30from
the sepulchre 31for it was very great. 

32And 33they 34entered 35into 36the sepulchre, 37and found not 
the body of the Lord Jesus. 38Then she (Mary Magdalene), 
ran to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, They have taken away the Lord out
of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid 
him. 39And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed 
about that, behold, two men stood by them in shining 
garments: 40they saw a young man sitting on the right side,
clothed in a long white garment; 42as 43they 44were afraid, 
45and bowed down their faces to the earth.

46And 47he 48said to them, 49Do not be afraid: You are looking
for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: 50Why do you look
for the living among the dead? 51He is not here, 52but 53he 
54is risen; 55behold 56Come, see 57the place where 58the Lord 
lay; 59remember how he spoke to you when he was yet in 
Galilee, Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the
hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day 
rise again. 1But 2go 3your way, 4quickly, and 5tell his 
disciples 6and Peter 7that he is risen from the dead; and, 
behold, 8that 9he goes before you into Galilee: there you 
shall see him, as he said to you. 10Lo, I have told you. 

11And they remembered his words, 12and they 13went out 
quickly, 14and fled 15from the sepulchre; 16with fear and 
great joy; 17for they trembled and were amazed: neither 
said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid 18and 
ran to bring his disciples word, 19and told all these 
things to the eleven, and to all the rest. It was Mary 
Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and 
other women that were with them, which told these things 
to the apostles. And their words seemed to them as idle 
tales, and they did not believe them. 



Then 20arose 21Peter 22therefore 23and 24went forth, 25and that
other disciple, and came 26to the sepulchre. 27So they ran 
both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, 
and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and
looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not 
in. Then came Simon Peter following him, 28and 29stooping 
down, 30went into the sepulchre, and 31he 32beheld 33the linen
clothes 34laid 35by themselves, 36And the napkin, that was 
about his head, not lying with the linen clothes, but 
wrapped together in a place by itself. 37And [he] departed,
wondering in himself at that which had come to pass. 38Then
went in also that other disciple, which came first to the 
sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. For as yet they knew 
not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead. 

Then the disciples went away again to their own homes. But
Mary stood outside the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept,
she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, And saw 
two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And 
they 39said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? She said to
them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not
where they have laid him.

And when she had said this, she turned herself back, and 
saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you looking for? She, supposing him to be the 
gardener, said to him, Sir, if you have taken Him away 
from here, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away. Jesus said to her, Mary. She turned 
herself, and said to him, Rabboni; which is to say, 
Master. Jesus said to her, Don’t touch Me; for I have not 
yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
to them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to 
my God, and your God.

1Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, 
he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had 
cast seven devils. And 2Mary Magdalene 3came 4and told 5the 
disciples 6that had been with him, as they mourned and 
wept, 7that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken 
these things to her. 8And they, when they had heard that he
was alive, and had been seen by her, did not believe it. 

9And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met 
them, saying, All hail. And they came and held 10him by the
feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, Do not 



be afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, 
and there shall they see me.

Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came 
into the city, and told the chief priests all the things 
that had happened. And when they were gathered with the 
elders, and had taken counsel, they gave a lot of money to
the soldiers, Saying, Say His disciples came by night, and
stole him away while we slept. And if this comes to the 
governor’s ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So 
they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this
saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day.

11And 12then, 13after that, 14behold, 15that same day 16at 
evening, being the first day of the week, 17he appeared in 
another form to 18two of them, 19as they walked, and 20went 
21into the country 22to a village called Emmaus, which was 
from Jerusalem about sixty furlongs. And they talked 
together of all these things which had happened. And it 
came to pass, that, while they communed together and 
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But
their eyes were holden that they should not know him.

23And he said unto them, What manner of communications are 
these that ye have one to another, as you walk, and are 
sad? And one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering 
said to him, Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem, and 
have you not known the things which have happened there in
these days? 

And he said to them, What things? And they said to him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty 
in deed and word before God and all the people: And how 
the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be 
condemned to death, and have crucified him. But we trusted
that it had been he who should have redeemed Israel: and 
beside all this, to day is the third day since these 
things were done. Yes, and certain women also of our 
company made us astonished, who were early at the 
sepulchre; And when they found not his body, they came, 
saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which 
said that he was alive. And certain of them which were 
with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even as the 
women had said: but him they did not see. 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not 



Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded to them in all the scriptures the things 
1concerning himself. And they drew near to the village, 
where they were going: and he made as though he would have
gone further. But they constrained him, saying, Stay with 
us: for it is toward evening, and the day was far spent. 
And he went in to tarry with them. 

And it came to pass, as he sat to eat with them, that he 
took bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave to them. 
And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he 
vanished out of their sight. And they said one to another,
Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us 
on the road, and while he opened to us the scriptures? And
they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and
found the eleven gathered together, and them that were 
with them, Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath 
appeared to Simon. 

2And 3when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, 4they 5went and 6told 7the 
things that had happened on the road, and how he was known
by them when he broke the bread, and of the rest: but 
neither did they believe them. 9And 10afterward 11as they 
were speaking, 12Jesus 13himself  14appeared to the eleven as
they sat to eat, 15and 16stood in their midst 18and 
reprimanded them with their unbelief and hardness of 
heart, because they did not believe those who had seen him
after he was risen. 

19And [he] said to them, Peace be to you. 20But they were 
terrified and frightened, and supposed that they had seen 
a spirit. And he said to them, Why are you troubled? and 
why do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my hands and 
my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a 
spirit does not have flesh and bones, as you see that I 
have. 1And when he had 2so 3said, 4he shewed 6them 7his hands
8and his side 9and his feet. 

10And while they still did not believe for joy, and 
wondered, he said to them, Have ye here any food? And they
gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 
And he took it, and did eat before them. 

And he said to them, These are the words which I spoke to 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be 



fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in 
the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, that they might understand 
the scriptures, And said to them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ 11to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day: 12Then the disciples were glad, when 
they saw the Lord. Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be 
unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
13And that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these things. And, 
behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but wait
in the city of Jerusalem, until you are endued with power 
from on high. 

14And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and said 
to them, Receive the Holy Spirit: Anyone’s sins that you 
remit, they are remitted to them; and anyone’s sins ye 
retain, they are retained. 

But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, (that is, 
the twin) was not with them when Jesus came. The other 
disciples therefore said to him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said to them, Except I shall see in his hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of 
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe. 

Now those are the last words given on that Sunday. But I 
must give you what happened to Thomas on the very next 
Sunday. It says, And after eight days again his disciples 
were inside, and Thomas was with them: then came Jesus, 
the doors being shut, and stood in their midst, and said, 
Peace be unto you. Then He said to Thomas, Reach forth 
your finger, and behold my hands; and reach here your 
hand, and 15put it into my side: and be not faithless, but 
believing. And Thomas answered and said to him, My Lord 
and my God. Jesus said to him, Thomas, because you have 
seen me, you hast believed: blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have believed.

CONCL: Now let me summarize in conclusion. In the first message 
on Palm Sunday, we started our message off in Northern Israel, 
in the Galilee area. We followed Christ on the other side of the
Jordon from Galilee to Jericho where He crossed the Jordon River
to go into Jericho. Here He stayed night at the home of Zacheus.
Then the next day He made His way up to Jerusalem, traveling 



upwards in altitude some 3000 feet. Here, just before arriving 
at Jerusalem He stayed with Mary and Martha. The next day He had
a special Sabbath meal at Simon’s house, and then spent a 
restful Sabbath at Bethany. 

The next day before He entered Jerusalem He sent His disciples 
for a donkey and then He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. It is 
an incredible day. People are spreading the red carpet for Him 
as He comes off the slopes of the Mount of Olives and enters 
Jerusalem through the sheep gate. Once in Jerusalem, He heads 
for the temple and there He heals and teaches while the children
chant, “Hosanna to the Son of David” and the religious leaders 
look on, green with envy. They are the ones that should have 
center stage, but here it is that prophet from Nazareth that 
holds the attention of all.

We began this message on Monday of the crucifixion week. This is
the day of the cursing of the fig tree. On this day Jesus gave 
the very important prophecies found in Matthew 24-25, Mark 13 
and Luke 21. In the evening of this day, Jesus will have gone 
back to Mary and Martha’s in Bethany. 

On Tuesday, as they make their way back to Jerusalem, they 
discover the withered fig tree. We are not told much of what 
happened during the day, but we are told that the disciples are 
instructed to prepare for the Passover meal. That evening Jesus 
ate the Passover meal with His disciples and then they made 
their way back toward Bethany. But Jesus stops at he Garden of 
Gethsemane and prays here for three agonizing hours. It is at 
the end of these three hours that Judas comes with the soldiers 
and they apprehend Jesus and from there His trial begins at 
night. 

The trial goes on until about 8:00 – 8:30 when He is given the 
cross to carry and He is taken to Golgotha. Here He is crucified
and after 6 hours on the cross He gives up His spirit and dies. 
He is buried just before the special Sabbath begins and He is in
the grave according to our day, Wednesday night (1 night), then 
Thursday day time (1 night) and Thursday night (2 nights); 
Friday day time (2 days) and Friday night (3 nights). That is 
three nights and two days. Saturday, the Sabbath during the day 
we have the third day. That is three days and three nights. 
Saturday evening, as the first day of the week began according 
to the Jewish day, Jesus rose from the grave. Then, very early 
the next morning, the ladies came with their spices only to find
He was already out of the grave! 



And that, in my calculations, is the chronology of Christ’s 
passion week. 


