
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 4-6-14 AM NOTES 
“THE CROSS FROM THREE PERSPECTIVES” (PART ONE) 

VARIOUS SCRIPTURES 
“The cross—including its demands and hope—is the very heart of the gospel. And any worship—any fellowship, anything calling 
itself church—is blatant idolatry if the cross is not at its center. Such worship is of another spirit entirely—and God will have 
nothing to do with it. Without the cross, all that is left is chaff—a perverted gospel, something from the pits of hell. It is an idolatry 
more insulting to the Lord than the idolatry of Israel!”                                                                                           —David Wilkerson 
 
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.” 

 
I.       The Cross From God’s Perspective 
 

Romans 11:22 (ESV) “Note then the kindness and the severity of God…”   
           
A. Christ Died for the Sinner 
 

Romans 5:8 (NKJV) “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.” 
 
Isaiah 6:3a (NKJV) “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts…”   
 
Isaiah 57:15a (NKJV) “For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy…”   
 
1 John 4:16b (NKJV) “God is love…”  
 
1. The Holiness of God 
 

Transcendent—surpassing, excelling, existing apart from the material universe.   
 

Habakkuk 1:13a (NKJV)  “You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness.” 
 

2. The Love of God 
 

Luke 24:46 (NKJV) “Then He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer 
and to rise from the dead the third day.’” 
 
Isaiah 53:4-6 (NKJV) “4 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
 
Isaiah 53:10a (ESV) “Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him…”  
 
Was it for crimes that I had done, 
He groaned upon that tree? 
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree!  
                                      (Isaac Watts) 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,  
A wonderous beauty I see, 
For twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died 
To pardon and sanctify me.  
                                    (George Bennard) 



B. The Sinner Died With Christ 
 

Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
 
The cross not only dealt with what we did, it dealt with who we were! 
 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new.” 
 
2 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) “by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you 
may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.” 
 
Colossians 3:4 (NKJV) “When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” 
 
Acts 1:8 (NKJV) “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

 
C. God Was Satisfied 
 

1 John 4:10 (NKJV) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” 

 
II.      The Cross From the Christian’s Perspective 
 

A. The Cross Is the Key to the Christian’s Victory 
 

Romans 6:6 (NKJV) “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 
 
Romans 6:14a (NKJV) “For sin shall not have dominion over you…”   

“Dying with Jesus by death reckoned mine; 
 Living with Jesus a new life divine;  
Looking to Jesus till glory doth shine,  
Moment by moment, O Lord, I am Thine.” 

—Daniel Whittle 

“’There was a day when I died.’ As he spoke he bent lower until he almost touched the floor. He said, ‘[I] died to 
George Mueller, his opinions, preferences, tastes, and will; died to the approval or blame even of my brethren or 
friends; and since then I have studied only to show myself approved unto God.’”                                —George Mueller 

 
B. The Cross is the Focus of Our Message 
 

1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV) “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 
 
“He cannot talk long about Christian joy, or Christian ethics, or Christian fellowship, or the Christian doctrine of God, or 
anything else, without finally tying it to the cross.”                                                                                     —D. A. Carson 

 
C. The Cross Is the Source of Our Boasting 
 

Galatians 6:14 (NKJV) “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” 

“We never move on from the cross, only into a more profound understanding of the cross.”                      —David Pryor     
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   There is an old saying or proverb, “Familiarity breeds contempt”. That is a catchy way of saying that we 

tend to not think highly of that which we are exposed to often. One of the real privileges of living in East 

Tennessee is seeing the fall colors every October. They are indeed beautiful. However, if you’ve lived 

here very long, chances are that you are not nearly as astounded with the fall colors as someone who is 

from another area of the planet where the leaf colors are not as clearly seen. Many in our church are 

familiar with Pastor Gideon Makuthi. Gideon is the Pastor of Salama Baptist Church in Salama, Kenya. 

We have partnered with Gideon in planting churches, running an orphanage, and recently starting a sister 

school to First Baptist Academy in the orphanage. I remember the first time that Gideon was here in the 

U.S. in October. It was close to peak color week. I had been invited to preach at a conference in Pigeon 

Forge and asked Gideon if he would like to go along with me. He accepted the invitation. Although I had 

been to Salama two times, I had forgotten that there are no seasons as far as the temperatures are 

concerned. They do have a rainy season, but the temperature is about the same year around. They have 

two growing seasons for their crops every year and they do not have deciduous (trees that tend to drop 

their leaves during autumn). As we were traveling to Pigeon Forge, the colors were astounding but I am 

ashamed to say that I hardly noticed them. Gideon, however, was silent as he stared out the window of the 

car. I was concerned about him – had I offended him? Had I upset him in some way? After a long period 

of silence, Gideon said, “The leaves really do change color; I have heard that but I thought it was only a 

traveler’s tale; it really is true.” If we are not diligent to keep it fresh, the cross will become to us like the 

beautiful fall colors are to most East Tennesseans. We will treat the cross as “ho-hum”. Oh, may the cross 

never become “ho-hum” to us. Allow me to share with you a quote from David Wilkerson that I have 

shared before. “The cross – including its demands and hope – is the very heart of the gospel. And any 

worship – any fellowship, anything calling itself church – is blatant idolatry if the cross is not at its center. 

Such worship is of another spirit entirely – and God will have nothing to do with it. Without the cross, all 

that is left is chaff – a perverted gospel, something from the pits of hell. It is an idolatry more insulting to 

the Lord than the idolatry of Israel!” [David Wilkerson, Times Square Church Pulpit Series, 12-23-96]. 

That is some pretty strong language, but I believe that the strong language is justified. The cross is the 

focal point of all of God’s dealings with mankind. When the cross loses its place at the center of 

importance and attention, we are in danger of marginalizing the most important thing even if we are 

emphasizing and focusing on true things. We must never become “ho-hum” about the cross! I realize that 

God calls teachers and seminar leaders to focus on specific areas of biblical truth, but I am a little leery of 

those who seldom if ever mention the cross as they focus on truths such as apologetics, prophesy, 

creation, social justice, spiritual warfare, and other worthy subjects. Don’t misunderstand. These are 

important subjects we need to hear about and I preach regularly about them and we have had guests in 

who hold seminars but we must never forget the centrality of the cross even as it applies to apologetics, 

prophesy, creation, social justice, and spiritual warfare. Any of those subjects or any other subject in the 

Bible that is not seen in light of the cross is going to be missing the key ingredient in God’s plan and 

God’s working in the lives of  the lost and also His people. As we will see in this 2 part series, the cross is 

not just for the sinner; it is also for the saint who struggles daily with sin.  

  I want to warn you that the centrality of the cross is not popular with the world. The world says “Give us 

something relevant; give us something useful.” Philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche (the philosopher that 

most influenced Adolph Hitler) called the notion of following a crucified Savior imbecilic and the apex of 

madness. 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV ) says, “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” Because the message of the cross is the 

power of God, we are to keep the cross central in every subject we study and in all that we do. 

    



   With that introduction, let’s focus on the cross. What I want to do is to see the cross from three 

perspectives. This will not be 3 opinions about the cross; we will be getting a clearer view of the cross by 

comparing and contrasting the special way God the Father views the cross, the way the Christian should 

view the cross, and in part 2 the unique perspective of Jesus Christ, God the Son has on the cross.  

 

I.       The Cross from God’s Perspective  

   I am convinced that most people have a warped view of God the Father’s view of the cross. Romans 

11:22 (ESV) “Note then the kindness and the severity of God…” Nowhere do we see those two balancing 

descriptions of God like we do at the cross. We see his severity in how He deals with sin, even when sin 

is laid upon His only begotten Son. We see His kindness in the fact that God so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten Son. What really happened at the cross from the God’s perspective? 

A.   Christ Died for the Sinner  

   Romans 5:8 (NKJV) “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” That little preposition “for” has the sense of “in exchange for”. Christ died in 

exchange for us, as our substitute. I am convinced that the two basic perfections of God that all His other 

attributes flow from and the two attributes that best summarize His severity and His kindness are His 

holiness and His love. We are told in multiple places that God is holy. Isaiah 6:3 (NKJV) "Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord of hosts…” God’s name represents who He is and we read in Isaiah 57:15a (NKJV) 

“For thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy…” Of His love, we read 

in 1 John 4:16b (NKJV) “God is love…” It is not just that God has holy qualities and acts in a holy way; 

God is holy! It is not just that God acts lovingly; God is love. Holiness and love describe who God is as 

well as how He acts. To understand God’s perspective of the cross, we must understand these two 

perfections of God.  

1.   The Holiness of God  

   The word “holy” means to be set apart. The common word the theologians use to describe His holiness 

is “transcendent”. Webster’s dictionary defines transcendent as surpassing, excelling, existing apart from 

the material universe. That explains why many times in older writings, God is called “The Holy Other”. 

Over and over in Scripture we are told that there is nothing to compare with God. He transcends every 

potential comparison. He is over and above all – transcendent! One of the main emphases of His holiness 

is that He is set apart, separated from sin. God cannot draw near to sin. Habakkuk 1:13a (NKJV) “You 

are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness…” Out of His holiness flows His 

“severe” perfections: His justice, His righteousness, his wrath, and His anger and hatred toward sin which 

violates His holiness.  

2.   The Love of God 

   A balancing (not contradicting) perfection of God is His love. God’s kindness flows from His love for 

those He created. The love of God is not warm fuzzy feelings God has toward us, but His commitment to 

provide for the highest good of those who are and will be His. Out of His love flows his mercy, His grace, 

His patience, and His faithfulness, His forgiveness, and other perfections.  

   Nowhere do we see the severity and kindness of God, and nowhere do we see the holiness and the love 

of God (and all the attributes that flow out of them) manifested more clearly than at the cross. In Luke 

24:46 Jesus said that the cross was “necessary”. It was not an accident or a conspiracy that caught God by 

surprise; it was from God’s perspective, “necessary”. Why? Because only in Christ dying in our place 

could the love of God be poured out without violating the holiness of God. Jesus Christ, the second 

member of the Godhead, God the Son took our sins and received the just wrath of God for those sins 

(though He had no sins Himself). That’s what the prophet Isaiah was referring to 700 years before the 

time of Christ when he said in Isaiah 53:4-6 (NKJV) 
4 “

Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 

But He was wounded for our 

transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by 

His stripes we are healed. 
6 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own 

way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” In Isaiah 53:10a (ESV) “Yet it was the will of 



the Lord to crush him”. Why? Because that is the only way God could reconcile us to Himself and not 

violate His holiness and all the attributes that flowed out of His holiness (His justice, wrath, 

righteousness, His anger). I know that many of us have heard this so many times that we are so familiar 

with it that it no longer moves us. He was crushed, bruised, judged, separated from his perfect fellowship 

with the Father in exchange for us. Oh the depth, oh the bliss, oh the rejoicing, oh the gratitude in those 

last four words of Romans 5:8, “Christ died for us.” 

Was it for crimes that I had done, 

He groaned upon that tree? 

Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 

And love beyond degree!  

                                      (Isaac Watts) 

 

In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine,  

A wonderous beauty I see, 

For twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died 

To pardon and sanctify me.  

                                                         (George Bennard) 

God the Father’s perspective of the cross is that Christ died for the sinner! 

B.   The Sinner Died with Christ 

   This is the aspect of the cross that so many miss and I believe it is just as important as the fact that He 

died for us. Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.” In order for us to be reconciled with God and glorify Him by walking in a 

love relationship with Him, not only did our sins have to be dealt with, our old sinful selves in Adam had 

to be dealt with. Sometimes we call that old sinful self the sin nature, sometimes the Adamic nature, but 

the biblical terminology is “the old man”. We didn’t just need cleaning up; we needed to be executed and 

re-birthed to become a new creation. That is exactly what God did. The cross not only dealt with what 

we did, it dealt with who we were! The old man was crucified with Christ. Someone may say, “Pastor, 

I’m a little fuzzy on that. Explain it.” I’m a little fuzzy too on the details and the “how” but I believe with 

all that is in me that it is true. God (who sees the end from the beginning and does not operate under the 

time constraints of the time dimension He created) knew the elect (all those who would be saved) when 

Jesus was crucified. He placed not only all our sins on Christ, but the old adamic nature on the cross with 

Christ. That becomes real in our experience when we in time repent of sin and receive Christ by faith. 

You may not feel like the old you is dead, but if you have come to the cross for true salvation, God says it 

is done. Galatians 2:20 says “I HAVE BEEN crucified with Christ.” You are no longer the person you 

were. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have become new.” Think of all that the Bible says is new – we have a 

new nature (2 Peter 1:4 says we have become partakers of the divine nature); we have a new life (Col. 3:4 

says that Christ is our life); we have new power (Acts 1:8); we have a new past – we are a new person in 

Christ, a new destiny, new resources – all things are new! Our believing and reckoning on the fact that the 

old us was crucified with Christ doesn’t make it so; we believe and reckon because it is so and we know 

that because God said so! Reckoning on it simply allows us to enjoy it in our experience. From the 

Father’s viewpoint, Christ died for the sinner, the sinner died with Christ. 

C.   God Was Satisfied 

   1 John 4:10 (NKJV) “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be 

the propitiation for our sins” The cross was the greatest manifestation of God’s love in that He sent Jesus 

to be the propitiation for our sins. That word “propitiation” is a word we have looked closely at many 

times. It’s somewhat of an oversimplification, but that word basically means to satisfy. It has to do with 

the offering of a payment to an offended party to avert their wrath. God’s holiness has been deeply 

offended by mankind’s sin and He responds with wrath. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross propitiates or 



satisfies that offense. How arrogant for any flawed human being to think that they could ever offer a 

sacrifice of their own goodness or good works that would propitiate a holy God. Do you see how that 

cheapens the sacrifice of Christ? Our good could never be good enough. Self help is really no help at all!  

    That’s a brief summary of the cross from God’s perspective. 

 

II.      The Cross from the Christian’s Perspective 

   Is the cross just something that we look back on and thank God for what was done there on our behalf? 

It is that, but it is so much more.  

A.   The Cross Is the Key to the Christian’s Victory  

   The cross is not just an historical event. Understanding and appropriating by faith what happened on the 

cross is our means to walking in victory over sin and living a consistently God glorifying life. Romans 

6:6 (NKJV) “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done 

away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” The “body of sin” probably refers to the body 

controlled by the power of sin. Sin’s power to enslave was over the old us in Adam (the old man). What 

happened to him / her? The old man has been crucified with Christ. What does that mean for us in our 

daily lives? The last part of Romans 6:6 says “… that we should no longer be slaves to sin.” We can now 

walk in victory over sin! Romans 6:14a says (NKJV) “For sin shall not have dominion over you”. That 

means that we are not powerless over any temptation or addiction or habit pattern. We have victory over 

sin. If you are in Christ, you are not at the mercy of any sin. You are an overcomer in Christ! The cross at 

Calvary was not just Jesus’ cross; it was our cross also.  

   George Mueller may be the greatest man of prayer and faith since the days of the Apostles. When he 

was asked the secret of his unexplainable life, here is his answer: “There was a day when I died.” As he 

spoke he bent lower until he almost touched the floor. He said, “[I] died to George Mueller, his opinions, 

preferences, tastes, and will; died to the approval or blame even of my brethren or friends; and since then 

I have studied only to show myself approved unto God.” [“Spirit of Revival” Page 21]. 

B.   The Cross Is the Focus of Our Message 

   1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV) “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified.” The theologian Dr. D. A. Carson said of Paul, “He cannot talk long about Christian joy, 

or Christian ethics, or Christian fellowship, or the Christian doctrine of God, or anything else without 

finally tying it to the cross.” [D. A. Carson quoted in C. J. Mahaney The Cross Centered Life  page 11]. 

Without the cross, the rest of the Bible doesn’t make sense. Only the person who understands the cross 

can really understand the Old Testament. From Genesis 3 where the cross is first prophesied to the 

sacrificial system where the cross is pictured, it is all about the cross. The second coming of Christ is the 

culmination of all that Jesus purchased on the cross. We can’t talk about prayer apart from the cross 

because it is only by the cross that we can come boldly to the throne of grace to find mercy and grace to 

help in time of need (Hebrews 4:16; 10:19). Holiness is impossible apart from the daily taking up of our 

cross and reckoning ourselves dead to sin and allowing Christ in us to live His life through us. How about 

marriage and family relationships? Unless we are daily coming to the cross our lives will be filled with 

selfishness and selfishness is responsible for most every marriage problem. You can name any area of life 

and then see that the cross must be applied to our life in order to be obedient to God’s word. Spurgeon 

used to say that wherever he began in the Bible he made a beeline for the cross.  

C.   The Cross Is the Object of Our Boasting 

   Galatians 6:14 (NKJV) “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” When I see and apply the cross, I 

realize that I cannot boast in my self discipline; I cannot boast in my godliness; I cannot boast in my 

abilities; I can only boast in the cross.  

CONCLUSION 

   Let me share one of my favorite quotes about the cross, “We never move on from the cross, only into a 

more profound understanding of the cross.” [David Pryor quoted in C. J. MaHaney, The Cross Centered 

Life, page 74]. I want to centralize the cross in my life and come to a more profound understanding of the 



cross. The cross isn’t just for unbelievers. The cross is for the saints. Have you been to the cross? Do you 

daily live in the cross? (3332)   

 

 

 

    

   
 


