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A SPIRITUAL BATTLE and GOD’S PEACE TREATY 
Series: JESUS vs JIHAD--FINAL 

“What Bible Prophecy says about World Events” 
Bro. Mark Winn, Pastor, FBC Coahoma 4/3/16 PM 

Matt. 24:1-35 
Luke 21:28-31 

28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.”29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. 30 When they sprout 

leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things 

happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
 

What is Jesus telling us to look out for---THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 
 
Jesus is describing a number of signs leading up to the “end times” 

1. The signs of the “beginning of birth pains” (v.4-8) 

2. An intensifying of the signs. (v9-14) 

3. The Antichrist sets up “the abomination that causes desolation” (v15-28) 

4. A time of cosmic chaos (v29) 

5. The Lord’s return (v30-31) 

For the Unbeliever---- 
 The end times will be a time of magnified terror. 
For Believers------ 
 The end times will bring a time of rejoicing and deliverance. 
 
One of the most common misconceptions Westerner have about Islam is the notion that 
Islam means “Peace”---Islam comes from the Arabic root word “aslama” which means 
“surrender” not peace. 
Pastor and journalist Michael Carl criticizes the notion he calls “Islam Lite”—the ideal that 
there is a “moderate” or “lite” Islam that is a “religion of peace” 
 Many Christians are easily duped by propaganda groups like CAIR— 
Carl explains: 
 “Christians are of course commanded by Christ to “make disciples of all nations”  so it’s 
commendable that Christians seek a dialogue with Muslims, but that’s not the objective the 
Muslims have in mind. 
 The CAIR sponsored groups present “Islam Lite” to the unaware Christians in the 
audience.  They speak of faithfulness to Allah, pilgrimages, doing charitable works, and 
Christians just soak it up not knowing that there is a double edge on those Islamic terms and 
concepts… 
 
Muslim writer Yahiya Emerick. Has written “the complete Idiot’s guide to Understanding Islam”.  
In His book, he presents a: 

 “Islam Lite” ---“Islam is a religion of peace” version. 
“Islam is just like Christianity” 
 Because: They go to their Mosques, and have Sunday school just like Christians 
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Problem: Emerick also wrote a textbook for 7th grader’s in Islamic schools, were he wrote: 
 “The bible is a book of fables and myths 
 Jihad really means conquering infidels 
 All Muslims have a duty to support jihad 
 
The biggest misconception is our idea of what “Peace” means 
  

1. Delusion and Confusion—“Peace” 

Christians know Jesus as the “Prince of Peace”  (Is 9:6) 
 When Gideon built an alter to the Lord, he called the alter “Jehovah-Shalom”=”the Lord 
is Peace” (Judges 6:24) 
 “In peace I will lie down and sleep”  (Ps 4:8) 
 “The Lord blesses his people with peace” (Ps 29:11) 
 Before Jesus went to the cross he told His followers “Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give you” (Jn 14:27) 
 
God’s perfect peace is a major theme throughout the Old and New Testaments. 
 
Islam also speaks of peace. 
 Muslims greet one another with the words “Salaam Alaikum”=”peace to you” 
Yet we you read the Koran, you will notice that it has very little to say about peace. 
 
Though the theme of God’s peace runs like a mighty river through the Old and New 
Testaments, there is no corresponding theme of “the peace of Allah” in the Koran. 
 
In the Koran--- 
 A few passages mention “peace” 
Koran 43:88-89 
(Allah has knowledge) of the (Prophet's) cry, "O my Lord! Truly these are people who will not believe!" 

But turn away from them, and say "Peace!" But soon shall they know! 

 

In other words---Allah tells Muhammad, in effect---“if you meet unbelievers, just say ‘peace’ to 
them—but sooner or later, they’ll find out!” 
 In one of the rare instances where the Koran mentions peace, the word has an ominous 
undertone. 
 
Everywhere we look we see clashes, terrorist attacks, disasters, tragedies, and killings. 
 There is no peace in the  

 World around us 

 Within us. 

When the angels announced the birth of Jesus, they said: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Lk 2:14) 

But where is this peace on earth that the angels promised 
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Where is the peace that the baby in the stable was supposed to bring? 
 Perhaps the problem lies in our definition of “Peace” 

 Perhaps the problem is not with God’s “promise” but our Perception 

 Perhaps we have misunderstood and miss defined what it means to have peace on earth. 

I want to conclude this series by explaining that there are three forms of Peace 

1. Deceptive Peace –“the Peace the world offers” 
a. We can “take alcohol or drugs to numb our senses” and put us in a sedated, passive 

state. 

b. Another form of deceptive peace is “Political Peace” 

c. Another form of deceptive peace is when we “use escapist media to numb ourselves 

to reality”. 

The only kind of peace this world offers is Deceptive Peace. 
 

2. Dark Peace---“the peace of Islam” 
We see this in Robert Spencer’s book “Religion of Peace ?”---- 
“Warfare against unbelievers…is the Korans last word on jihad.  Mainstream Islamic tradition 
has interpreted this as Allah’s enduring marching orders to the human race: The Islamic 
“Umma” (community) must exist in a state of perpetual war, punctuated only by temporary 
truces, with the non-Muslim world. 
 These are very different from the marching orders Jesus gave His apostles in the “great 
commission” of the New Testament: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of Son and of the Holy Spirit” 

Muslims, given the final instructions of Allah to Muhammad, were to compel conversion 
or subjugation through holy war (Jihad)” 
 
How do we attain the peace that Islam offers us? 
 All we have to do is either surrender our souls by becoming Muslims 
 Or, surrender our freedom by submissively paying the “Jizya”, the religious tax that all 
non-Muslims must pay to prove they meekly accept the Islamic rule and Sharia law 
 

3. Divine Peace---“the Peace of Jesus Christ” 
Deceptive Peace, Dark peace---are not the kind of peace the angels announced to the 
shepherds.  God didn’t send His Son into the world to bring us: A peace that is  

   Temporary,  Deceptive, Dark, Oppressive 
Jesus came to liberate us from death and sin, and to bring us “Peace with God” 
 The kind of peace that: “Passes understanding, calms our fears,” 
The Peace Jesus brings is DEVINE PEACE--- 

 It’s the only peace worthy of the name. 

 It’s the only permanent peace. 

 It’s the kind of peace you feel when the world is falling apart around you. 

 It’s peace of mind 

 It’s peace in your conscience 
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 It’s peace with your brothers and sisters 

 It’s peace with your boss, co-workers 

 It’s peace with our environment, our world. 

 That’s the peace the angels announced.--- it’s the peace Jesus exemplified. 

 

When you have divine peace—you can have: 
 Peace while the wars are raging 

 Peace while the earth is crumbling 

 Peace while in the midst of the storms 

Mk 4:35-38— 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And 

leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 
37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already 

filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do 

you not care that we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! 

Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
 
 THAT IS DIVINE PEACE IN ACTION----- 
That is the peace Jesus offers 

 When the whole world is panicking—we have peace 

 When the signs of the end of times begin to appear—we have peace 

 When the whole world turns against you—we have peace 

 When there wars and rumors of wars—we have peace 

 When nations rise against each other—we have peace 

 When there are: 

o Famines 

o Earthquakes-----We can still have peace------DEVINE PEACE 

 When we are persecuted, hated— 

 When people turn away from faith, and betray us--- 

 When false teachers appear and deceive many---- 

 When the love of most people grow cold----- 

 When we the abomination that causes desolation is standing in the Holy Place— 

 When it is time to flee into the mountains— 

 When there is great distress, unequalled to now-----WE HAVE DIVINE PEACE. 

When you have divine peace---You are like a submarine in a hurricane. 
   
That is what divine peace is like. 
 It doesn’t mean the storm won’t rock your boat.   
 It doesn’t guarantee you won’t get seasick 
But it does guarantee: 

 Peace that passes understanding,  

 Peace that transcends comprehension,  

 Peace that defiles explanation 
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It’s a peace that only the Lord Jesus Christ can bring you. 
It’s a peace that can’t be found in the secular world or Islam 
It’s only found in Jesus alone. 
 
So many cry out for peace----So many struggle with guilt and fear. 

o Their consciences are a war zone 

o Their minds are a battlefield 

o Their relationships are stormy seas 

o Their hearts are filled with anxiety and confusion 

That is why Jesus said:  John 14:27--- 
 “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives, 
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” 
 
All the money in world can’t buy you a moment of divine peace. 
All the good works and charitable deeds, the religious rituals—will never buy you God’s peace 
 You can’t: 
  Earn it 
  Inherit it 
  Be worthy of it ----- BUT YOU CAN HAVE IT FOR FREE-----DEVINE PEACE. 
 

2. Islam and “The Peace Child” 
Missionaries Don and Carol Richardson— 
 
In a 2003 interview with “Christianity Today”, Don Richardson talked about how, in recent 
years, he had studied the Koran and the Islamic religion, searching for some analogy, similar to 
the “Peace Child”, that Christians might use to reach Muslims with the gospel. 
 Unfortunately, he couldn’t find even one analogy in the Koran. 
Why not? 
Because Muhammad, in the Koran, had redefined every core Christian truth, thus inoculating his 
followers against the gospel. ---Don explains: 
 “If you are going to lead someone to understanding Jesus as the Messiah, the one who 
by his reconciling death, provided an atonement for mankind, You have a problem when dealing 
with Muslims, because the Koran says Jesus didn’t die. 
 He was just a prophet.  There was no atonement.  If you’re going to talk about 
heaven…Muhammad redefined heaven as what you might call an enormous bordello in the sky. 
 Heaven is redefined.  The work of Jesus on earth is redefined.  Even the very nature of 
God is recast by Muhammad.” 
 
Islam seems to have been deliberately designed to plunge millions of people into spiritual 
darkness---to keep them there by preventing them from ever even considering the truth about 
Jesus. 
 Islam seems intentionally crafted to prepare Muslims to receive the antichrist as their 
Long awaited, long-prophesied Mahdi. 
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 The Koran’s teachings seem carefully calculated to blind people to the good news of 
Jesus, and to prepare the way for the powerful delusion of the Last Days. 
 
The struggle we face is not primarily a war on terror or a battle against Islamic extremists or 
Jihadism. 
 Our struggle is a spiritual struggle---not a war against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, powers, forces of this dark World. 
 
Eph 6:12 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against 

the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 
 

There is a spiritual battle being waged---but Jesus died, so we could receive DIVINE 
PEACE!! 

BUT WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE ENEMY IN THIS STRUGGLE, AND 
REMEMBER---WE KNOW HOW THE BATTLE ENDS 

 WITH JESUS THE VICTOR. 
 
  


