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“To set apart an Easter Sunday for special memory of the resurrection is a human device, for which there is no Scriptural 
command, but to make every Lord’s-day an Easter Sunday is due to Him who rose early on the first day of the week. We gather 
together on the first rather than on the seventh day of the week, because redemption is even a greater work than creation, and 
more worthy of commemoration, and because the rest which followed creation is far outdone by that which ensues upon the 
completion of redemption. Like the apostles, we meet on the first day of the week, and hope that Jesus may stand in our midst, 
and say, ‘Peace be unto you.’ Our Lord has lifted the Sabbath from the old and rusted hinges whereon the law had placed it 
long before, and set it on new hinges which His love has fashioned. He hath placed our rest-day, not at the end of a week of toil, 
but at the beginning of the rest which remaineth for the people of God. Every first day of the week we should meditate upon the 
rising of our Lord, and seek to enter into fellowship with Him and His risen life.”                                         – Charles H. Spurgeon 
 
1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has 
begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”. 
 
I.       Who Is Condemned? 
 

A. All in Adam Are Condemned  
 

Romans 5:12 (NKJV) “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men, because all sinned – ”  
 
Romans 5:12-13a (NKJV) “12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because all sinned – 13 (For…”  
 
Romans 5:12, 18a (NKJV) “12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and 
thus death spread to all men, because all sinned – 18 Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all 
men, resulting in condemnation…” 
 
John 3:18 (NKJV) “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

 
B. All Who Have Sinned Are Condemned  
 

Romans 6:23 (NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
II.      Who Is the Condemner?  
 

John 5:22 (NKJV) “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son”. 
 
1 John 3:20 (NKJV) “For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.” 
 
1 Corinthians 15:22a (NKJV) “For as in Adam all die…”   
 
Romans 3:23 (NKJV) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. 

 
III.     What Is the Hope of the Condemned? 
 

A. Jesus Christ Was Condemned for Us (Romans 8:34a) 
 
 



Amazing love! How can it be 
That Thou my God shouldst die for me? 
 
Romans 6:6 (NKJV) “knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away 
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” 
 
John 19:30b (NKJV) "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.” 
 
Romans 8:1 (NKJV) “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”.  

 
B. Jesus Christ Was Raised from the Dead (Romans 8:34b) 
 

Romans 1:4 (NKJV) “and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 
resurrection from the dead.” 
 
“The point is that the father was so satisfied with the once for all atoning work of the Son that He vindicated His 
obedience and suffering and His infinite accomplishment by raising Him from the dead.”                             - John Piper 
 
“I look at the cross of Christ, and I know that atonement has been made for my sins; I look at the open sepulcher and 
the risen and ascended Lord, and I know that the atonement has been accepted. There no longer remains a single sin 
on me, no matter how many or how great my sins may have been. My sins may have been as high as the mountains, 
but in the light of the resurrection, the atonement that covers them is as high as heaven. My sins may have been as 
deep as the ocean, but in the light of the resurrection the atonement that swallows them up is as deep as eternity.”  
                                                                                                                                                                      - R. A. Torrey 

 
C. Jesus Christ Sits with the Father as Our Intercessor (Romans 8:34c) 
 

Psalms 110:1 (NKJV) “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.’" 
 
1 Peter 3:22 (NKJV) “who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers 
having been made subject to Him.” 
 
Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since 
He always lives to make intercession for them.” 
 
Isaiah 53:12b (NKJV) “… and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 
 
1 John 2:1b (NKJV) “And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
 
No condemnation now I dread: 
Jesus and all in Him is mine! 
Alive in Him my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach the eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, thru Christ my own. 
 
Amazing love! How can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me! 
                                          - Charles Wesley (1738) 
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      In the message today, we are going to see that because of the cross and the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, there is hope for the condemned. The title of the message seems to state an oxymoron (a figure of 

speech in which opposite or contradictory ideas or terms are combined. An example would be a 

thunderous silence or a round square). In everyday language, something or someone condemned has no 

hope. To be condemned is to have hope taken away. There is no hope for a condemned building; it waits 

to be torn down. A person condemned to death for his crimes, and having exhausted all appeals, has no 

hope; he waits to be taken to the place of his lethal injection or death by some other means. While in the 

normal use of the word “condemned”, it involves having no hope, we are going to see today that when our 

just and deserved condemnation is seen in light of the cross (and all it means) and the resurrection, there is 

indeed hope for the condemned. 1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”. 

 

I.       Who Is Condemned? 

   If you are not very familiar with the Scripture, the answer to this question may surprise you. Let’s allow 

the Scriptures to speak.  

A.   All in Adam Are Condemned 

   Romans 5:12 (NKJV) “Therefore, just as through one man [from the context, that one man is Adam] 

sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned – ” The 

reason that death spread to all men (mankind, not just males) is that all descendents of Adam were in 

Adam when he sinned. The consequence of Adam’s sin (spiritual death) was passed to all of his natural 

born descendents. That explains why Jesus Christ was born of a virgin. Being born of a virgin enabled 

Him to escape the consequences of Adam’s sin. Notice that in the NKJV there is a dash after Romans 

5:12 and then verse 13 begins with a parenthesis. Romans 5:12-13a (NKJV) “
12 

Therefore, just as 

through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because 

all sinned – 
13 

(For…” This parenthesis goes all the way through verse 17. In other words, verses 13-17 is 

a parenthesis explaining Adam’s sin and why that sin affected all of his descendents. To get a better sense 

of this lets just move from verse 12 to verse 18. Romans 5:12, 18a (NKJV) 
12 

Therefore, just as through 

one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned 

– 
18 

Therefore, as through one man's offense [Adam] judgment came to all men, resulting in 

condemnation…” If you didn’t understand any of that, let me put it in language we can all understand. 

Every natural born descendent of Adam (which is every person ever born with the exception of Jesus 

Christ who was born of a virgin) was born with the consequences of Adam’s sin which is condemnation! 

We are all condemned as a descendent of Adam. In other words, condemnation is our default mode. Jesus 

put it this way in John 3:18 (NKJV) “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 

believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” 

Who is condemned? Every descendent of Adam who has not been born again stands in the state of being 

condemned in Adam.  

B.   All Who Have Sinned Are Condemned  

   Romans 6:23a (NKJV) “For the wages of sin is death…” Wages are something we earn. Sin earns a 

wage – death, not just physical death but spiritual death. God is perfectly holy and just and if we stand 

before him on our own merits, even one sin against an infinitely holy God brings condemnation. The 

bottom line is that we are condemned, doubly condemned. We are condemned because we were in Adam 

when he sinned and the consequence of his sin (condemnation) was passed to us. In addition, we all freely 

have chosen to commit acts of sin and the wages of even one of those sins is death – spiritual death which 



brings us under condemnation. If you’re getting this, you must be thinking, it sounds like this preacher is 

saying that we are all condemned. That is exactly what I am saying because that is what the Bible says.  

 

II.      Who Is the Condemner? (Romans 8:34) 

   This is shocking! The condemner, the One who condemns us is Jesus Christ! This truth is affirmed in 

John 5:22 (NKJV) “For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son”. The 

Father has delegated all judgment to the Son. Jesus is the only legitimate judge. That is the background of 

this question in Romans 8:34a (NKJV) “Who is he who condemns?” He is not saying that there will be 

no attempts to pass judgment and condemn us. Satan and the demons of hell will attempt to condemn us 

through their accusations. Our critics and enemies will try to condemn us. There are times that our own 

heart attempts to condemn us. 1 John 3:20 (NKJV) “For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than 

our heart, and knows all things.” The only one who condemns is Jesus Christ. 

   Let’s review what we have seen in Scripture so far. All are condemned before a holy and just God. We 

are doubly condemned: We are condemned because we were in Adam in our physical birth and 1 

Corinthians 15:22a (NKJV) “For as in Adam all die…” In addition, we have all committed acts of sin. 

Romans 3:23 (NKJV) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. The wage those sins bring 

is death – physical and especially spiritual death. We stand before the One to whom all judgment has been 

given and the verdict is that we are guilty, condemned, and no amount of good deeds or benevolent acts 

can reverse the verdict – “condemned”. 

   Aren’t you glad you came to church this morning? I’m thankful that this is not the final word for us. 

Look back at the title of the message – “Hope for the Condemned”. Where is that hope? Oh how we need 

to hear it! It is found in Romans 8:34. Let’s examine it.  

 

III.     What Is the Hope of the Condemned? 

   When you understand what we have just gone over, you are now ready for the Gospel – the good news. 

Good news isn’t received as good news until you know the bad news first. The bad news is that we are 

doubly condemned because of being in Adam, and because as sinners, we have all sinned. What is our 

hope? 

A.   Christ Jesus Was Condemned for Us (Romans 8:34a) 

   Glory of glories, the condemner was condemned for us! Follow the logic of Romans 8:34. The only One 

who can condemn us is Christ (remember that all judgment is committed to the Son – John 5:22). The 

only one who can condemn us is the one who has freely died for us. That preposition “for” can be 

translated “in exchange for”. As one of my favorite hymns, And Can It Be? says: 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That Thou my God shouldst die for me? 

    Oh how could we ever put it in adequate words? The One who is our judge, steps down from His 

throne in glory, empties Himself of the outward and arbitrary use of the attributes of deity and though He 

is still fully God, takes on a fully human body, is born of a virgin, lives in a carpenter’s home, lives a 

sinless life, and then allows wicked men to abuse Him and spit on Him and nail Him on a cross. On that 

cross, he takes not only our acts of sin, but also that old us in Adam that was condemned, and He suffers 

the wrath of God in our place. Remember that we were doubly condemned – because of Adam’s sin and 

because of our own acts of sin? Jesus took who we were in Adam, our “old man” and that old man was 

nailed to the cross in Christ. In addition, every act of sin that we would ever commit He took it and took 

the wrath of a holy God for that sin. Romans 6:6 (NKJV) “knowing this, that our old man was crucified 

with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.” Just 

before Jesus gave up His physical life, He cried out with a loud cry in John 19:30b (NKJV) “‘It is 

finished!’ And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.” What is it that was finished? It was the payment 

for our sins. “It is finished” can accurately be translated, “Paid in full”.  

   Jesus Christ, the only One who could justly condemn us was condemned for us. The condemner was 

condemned for us. This is the glory of the Gospel! Because the only rightful condemner was Himself 



condemned for us, we can cry out with Romans 8:1 (NKJV) “There is therefore now no condemnation to 

those who are in Christ Jesus.” Those have to be some of the most liberating words in the Scripture! In the 

original language it is even more glorious than it is in English. The Greek word translated “no” is not the 

normal word used for “no”. It is much stronger. It literally says “no, not any condemnation”. The way it is 

worded in the original it implies that there is now no, not any condemnation and there can never be 

condemnation for the one who is in Christ Jesus.  “Condemnation” means that we are rejected by God. 

“No condemnation” is the opposite; it means that we are accepted by God because the price, the wage for 

our sin has been paid. This is good news! This is the Gospel! 

B.   Jesus Christ Was Raised from the Dead (Romans 8:34b) 

   The resurrection of Christ was not an afterthought. The resurrection was not like icing on the cake. I 

think that it was Adrian Rogers who used to say, “The crucifixion of Christ without the resurrection of 

Christ wouldn’t be worth a half of a hallelujah”. The resurrection of Christ gave irrefutable evidence of 

two things. First, the resurrection proved that Jesus Christ was really who He said He was. Romans 1:4 

(NKJV) “and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the 

resurrection from the dead.” A key word in Romans 1:4 is the word “declared”. It means proved or 

demonstrated. We use the word in this same sense today. For instance in an election, one candidate is 

declared the winner. The declaration did not make him the winner; it simply declares what the voters 

decided. When there is a very close sprint (a photo finish), the officials will look at the photo and declare 

a winner. Their declaration didn’t make him the winner; it simply made known that because he crossed 

the finish line first, he is the winner. Jesus took on human flesh, but He was declared, proved, 

demonstrated to be the eternal Son of God by the literal bodily resurrection from the dead. The 

resurrection of Christ is one of the most evidenced facts of history and can only be denied by those who 

are ignorant of the truth or those who are willfully blinded to the evidence. His resurrection established 

beyond all doubt that He indeed was deity, God in flesh, the Son of God.  

     Second, the resurrection proved that Christ’s payment on the cross for the sins of all who would repent 

of sin and believe on Him was accepted as sufficient by the Father. Let me show you an important truth 

from the Greek grammar. The verb “is” in this phrase, “and furthermore is also risen” is passive which 

means that the subject is being acted upon. It literally states, “and furthermore, Christ was raised”. In 

other words, Christ did not raise Himself from the dead; God the Father raised Him from the dead. Let me 

tell you why that is so important. The resurrection is the evidence that the payment Christ made for sin 

was accepted by the Father. John Piper said, “The point is that the father was so satisfied with the once for 

all atoning work of the Son that He vindicated His obedience and suffering and His infinite 

accomplishment by raising Him from the dead.” [John Piper, Sermon at Bethlehem Baptist Church, 9-1-

02]. The great Bible teacher who worked with Dwight L. Moody, R. A. Torrey wrote: “I look at the cross 

of Christ, and I know that atonement has been made for my sins; I look at the open sepulcher [grave] and 

the risen and ascended Lord, and I know that the atonement has been accepted. There no longer remains a 

single sin on me, no matter how many or how great my sins may have been. My sins may have been as 

high as the mountains, but in the light of the resurrection, the atonement that covers them is as high as 

heaven. My sins may have been as deep as the ocean, but in the light of the resurrection the atonement 

that swallows them up is as deep as eternity.” [R. A. Torrey, Quoted in James Boice, “Romans Volume 

2”, Page 978-979].  

   It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ that assures us of salvation because it is the resurrection that assures 

us that Christ’s payment, His shed blood was accepted as the “paid in full” payment for our sins. It is the 

resurrection that seals the fact that in the cross there is hope for the condemned!  

C.  Jesus Christ Sits with the Father as Our Intercessor (Romans 8:34c) 

  The Bible tells us in Hebrews 1:3 that Jesus was seated at the right hand of the Father. To be seated 

pictures work that is finished. That work is the payment for our sin. Christ being seated is the affirmation 

of His “It is finished”. The right hand a ruler was the place of honor and exaltation. This was prophesied 

in the verse that is quoted by New Testament writers more than any other verse in the Psalms. Psalms 

110:1 (NKJV) “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your 



footstool.’" In the New Testament, we see another reference to Christ at the right hand of the Father in 1 

Peter 3:22 (NKJV) “who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and 

powers having been made subject to Him.” The one who is at the right hand of the Father and has all 

authority is the one who died for us. Who is he who has more authority, more power, a higher position 

that our Savior? 

   Although his work of atonement for our sin is finished, he continues to represent that finished work in 

heaven, and His work of interceding for those saved through faith in Him will continue until every 

redeemed soul is safe in heaven. Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) “Therefore He is also able to save to the 

uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.” 

Isaiah prophesied of this role of intercessor over 700 years before He died and was raised and ascended to 

intercede for us. Isaiah 53:12b (NKJV) “…and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 

transgressors.” To deny the security of the believer is to deny the sufficiency of His work of intercession. 

Let me show you something glorious. As we saw earlier, all judgment has been given to the Son (John 

5:22). We have His work of intercession described for us in 1 John 2:1b (NKJV) “…and if anyone sins, 

we have an Advocate [defense lawyer] with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” Who is he who 

condemns? The judge is our defense lawyer! Hallelujah! There is no condemnation because there is no 

condemner! 

CONCLUSION 

   Allow me to close with the word’s to the last stanza of the Charles Wesley Hymn from which I quoted 

the chorus earlier – “And Can It Be?” 

No condemnation now I dread: 

Jesus and all in Him is mine! 

Alive in Him my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, thru Christ my own. 

 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me! 

- Charles Wesley (1738) 
 

 


