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Message:  The Victory of Christ’s Suffering
Text:         1 Peter 3:13-22

Introduction

  A.  Last Sunday in our corporate Sunday School, in our worship service, and in our Sunday evening

gathering

we were encouraged to publically, openly identify with Jesus Christ and share with others the hope

of     eternal life through faith in Him.  

  B.  That is exactly what Peter is encouraging the churches to do in this portion of his letter to them.

1 Peter 3:15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense

(apologia) to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with

gentleness and reverence; 

  C.  As we look at this portion of God’s W ord to us this day, we will hear the risen Christ through Peter ...

      1.  specifically identify what is the hope all Christians are to hold in their hearts and share from their

hearts.

      2.  caution us against any fear of suffering that would diminish our hope and suppress our witness ...

      3.  dispel our fear of suffering through the triumph of Christ’s own sufferings  

I.   The hope of future grace at Christ’s return.

  A.  The hope Peter has been calling us to, the hope of every Christian that keeps us persevering in our

faith    toward Christ, the hope that is to overflow from our hearts and lips when others ask us to give an   

account of it, is our hope in future grace when Christ returns for us.

1 Peter 1:13   Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope

completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:7   so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable,

even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the

revelation of Jesus Christ; 

Proverbs 22:4 The reward of humility and the fear of the LORD are riches, honor and life.

Romans 2:7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and

immortality, eternal life;

Titus 2:13   looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God

and Savior, Christ Jesus,  who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and 14

to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

  B.  It is a hope that Christ, having died in our place for our sins, will bring us to God, that we who have      

               entrusted our lives to Christ will see and experience God’s glory, sharing in the joy of His

glory forever!

1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might

bring us to God, 

Romans 5:1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord

Jesus Christ,  through whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in 2

which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God. 

John 14:3  "If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that



where I am, there you may be also. 

John 17:24    "Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where

I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before

the foundation of the world. 

Matthew 25:31   "But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him,

then He will sit on His glorious throne.  "All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will 32

separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats;  and He 33

will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.  "Then the King will say to those on His 34

right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from

the foundation of the world.

  C.  It is a hope whose basis is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great

mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dead, 

1 Peter 1:21   who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave

Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

      1.  If Christ had died, being condemned for our sins, but had not been raised from the dead, our hope

would    be pointless.  W e would be united by faith to a condemned Christ who would not be

returning for us.

1 Corinthians 15:17  and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in

your sins.  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If we have hoped 18  19

in Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.

      2.  But in fact believers are by faith united to a justified, resurrected, returning Christ.  His justified legal 

status becomes our legal status before God.  The Spirit who raised Jesus and indwells believers

will

raise us at Christ’s return.

1 Timothy 3:16   By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed

in the flesh, was justified in spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in

the world, taken up in glory. 

Romans 4:25   He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised

because of our justification.

Romans 8:11  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who

raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His

Spirit who dwells in you. 

II.  Don’t let fear of suffering rob us of our hope and our witness.

1 Peter 3:14  But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. AND

DO NOT FEAR THEIR FEAR, AND DO NOT BE TROUBLED,  but sanctify Christ as Lord in 15

your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an

account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;  and keep a good 16

conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior

in Christ will be put to shame.  For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing 17

what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. 



  A.  W e see that Peter anticipates that a major obstacle to these believers identifying with Christ and

sharing

with others the hope they have in Christ is fear - of being slandered, maligned, of suffering

hardship,    emotional pain, financial and career loss, physical injury or death, a fear suffering will =

defeat.

  B.  So he encourages believers to set aside fear and set apart Christ as Lord in the hope that if bearing

witness

to Christ as Lord in word and deed results in our suffering, we will be relieved by Christ, blessed

and 

rewarded by Christ, whose sufferings resulted, not in defeat, but in victory!

III.  The triumph of Christ’s sufferings dispels the Christian’s fear of suffering.

  A.  Christ’s suffering did not result in defeat by His enemies, but in triumph over His enemies, as will be the   

case for believers.

1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring

us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive (zoopoieo) in spirit;

      1.  “Having been put to death in the flesh” refers to His being put to death in His mortal body.

       2.  Flesh and spirit are contrasted here.  If “flesh” refers to his mortal existence, including His mortal body     

in which He was put to death, then “spirit” refers to His spiritual existence, His spiritual body in which     

He was “made alive” (zoopoieo) at His resurrection by the Holy Spirit. (His spirit never died, Lk 23:46)

1 Corinthians 15:21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the

dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive (zoopoieo).  But each in 22  23

his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming, 

      3.  Notice how Paul, in speaking of the resurrection, contrasts the natural body with the spiritual body.      

Being a spiritual body does not mean it is not a material body (John 20:27 Then He said to Thomas,

"Reach     here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My

side;).  The spiritual body     is one that is raised in power and glory unto immortality by the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 15:44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual (pneumatikos) body. If there

is a natural body, there is also a spiritual (pneumatikos).  So also it is written, "The first MAN, 45

Adam, BECAME A LIVING SOUL." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  However, the 46

spiritual (pneumatikos) is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual (pneumatikos).

      4.  Christ’s suffering at the hands of sinners did not destroy Him.  Theirs was not the last word, His                   

resurrection was!

  B.  By his resurrection in his resurrected body he went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison      

who were disobedient in the days of Noah.  

      1.  The Greek verb “poreuomai,” “to go” (not “to descend”) is repeated in verse 22, giving indication as to      

where in his resurrected body Christ went (heaven, God’s right hand), as well as who these disobedient     

spirits might be - angelic versus human.

1 Peter 3:18 ... having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;  by/in which 19

also He went (poreuomai) and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,

1 Peter 3:22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone (poreuomai) into heaven, after angels

and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.



Colossians 2:12 ... you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who

raised Him from the dead. ...   When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made15

a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him . 

      2.  If this interpretation of 3:19 is correct, it has a parallel in Paul’s opening remarks about Christ in      

Romans.   Christ’s resurrection itself was a non-verbal declaration/proclamation of His exalted person     

and status.  Here again is contrasted His mortal body (“according to the flesh”) and His immortal,     

resurrected body.

Romans 1:3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, 4

who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according

to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,

  C.   Suffering righteously results, not in loss, but in victory, not in forfeiting our hope, but obtaining it.          

       Suffering according to the will of God is not a pathway to destruction but a pathway to glory.  It was     

because Christ humbled Himself by faith in God before God’s appointed sufferings that the way to His       

Father’s glory was granted to him.

Luke 24:26 "W as it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His
glory?"

Hebrews 2:9 But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely,

Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, ....

Philippians 2:8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  For this reason also, God highly 9

exalted Him , and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,

  D.  So also, the way to His Father’s glory is opened up to us who put our faith in Christ.   It is by that faith by      

which we entrust our souls to God in suffering righteously according to His will that we inherit the glory      

of God, Who will pour praise, glory, and honor upon us at the glorious return of     Jesus.

1 Peter 4:13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so

that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  If you are reviled for 14

the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we

suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. For I consider that the sufferings 18 

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.

  E.  As Noah and his family were brought safely though the flood waters that brought death to the world, so    

Christian baptism creates a picture of how Christ will bring us into eternal life.

1 Peter 3:20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of

Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely

through the water.  Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you-- not the removal of dirt 21

from the flesh, but an appeal (or pledge) to God from a good conscience-- through the

resurrection of Jesus Christ,

      1.  Peter retains this definition of water baptism, qualifying his statement that “baptism now saves you,” by    

saying, “not the removal of dirt from the flesh (a description of what water baptism does).  What now     

saves us is the confession we make at baptism.  An officiant would ask the one baptized, “what is your    

confession?” or “Who do you say Jesus is?”  The candidate who answers, “Jesus is Lord,” from a good   

conscience - that is, sincerely believing in Him, will be saved.



Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that

God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;

      2.  Until we confess Christ as Lord from a good conscience, from a sincere faith that entrusts all that we are     

to all that He is, we are without God and without hope in this world.  This has described everyone here     

today. 

Ephesians 2:12   remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without

God in the world. 

      3.  If this still describes you, confess Christ as Lord and believe God has raised Him from the dead,     

that God might forgive your sins, justify you in His eyes, and give you title to an inheritance with Christ    

in His eternal glory.  In contrast to 2:12, let is be said of you what we read in 2:13 ...  

 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of13
   

Christ. 

      4.  Since the confession we believers made at baptism is an explicit or implied pledge of loyalty to the One     

Who is resurrected and exalted above all creation as Lord, remember and renew that pledge of faith we     

made to Christ.  Do not fear identifying, confessing Christ in the face of suffering, ...

1 Peter 3:15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a

defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with

gentleness and reverence; 

... and bless our heavenly Father that our hope of glory at Christ’s return is, because of Christ’s                     

      resurrection, a living hope.

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His

great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of

Jesus Christ from the dead, 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

