
Mal. 2:1-9  “A Warning for Office-Bearers”

For the Children: There are some things that every student at school is expected to do e.g., to obey the 
teacher.  Everyone is responsible for that!  But sometimes, one student may be asked to do a special job, 
such as taking out the bins.  That student is then especially responsible for that!  Today, all of God’s people 
are responsible for obeying Him.  But church-leaders are especially responsible for their job of leading. 
When the OT church leaders failed to do what God called them to do, He punished them.  Church-leaders 
today must ask the Lord to forgive them for His Son’s sake, so that their mistakes do not bring shame upon 
them.  Questions: What duties did the OT priests have?  What was the problem with the priests in Malachi’s 
time?  Since all of God’s children are now like priests, what are your priestly duties? [Hint: LD 12]
______________________________________________________________________________________
___

Introduction:

First Point: The Purpose for the Priests
1) Priestly Duties: God called the priests to a number of duties: maintaining the sacrificial system (to 

point to Christ); interceding for Israel; teaching His Word/Law and setting an example in it; judging 
cases where the Law was violated and setting forth the punishments

2) Underlying Purposes: Behind these duties, lay the task of teaching the people to reverence/fear the 
Lord.   When the people strayed, the priests would then help turn them back by their instruction and 
discipline (v. 6).  This was essential to the continuing of the covenant – both the covenant of grace, 
but also its subsets, such as the “Levitical Covenant” made with the priests descended from Levi 
(Num. 25:12-13).  This covenant was one of life and peace (v. 5) i.e., of salvation.  It was to be 
“perpetual,” since it would be fulfilled in Christ – making us all priests in Him.  This was so important 
that when it was under attack, as here, the priests should lead in reforming the OT church.  Office-
bearers today – both general and special – have a similar purpose

Second Point: The Problem with the Priests
1) A Missing Heart: The most fundamental problem of the priests at this time was that they had no heart 

for God’s Name and honour (v. 2)

2) Turning from the Way: When the heart is not right, sinners quickly turn from God’s ways, as the 
priests did here (v. 8).  They begin to “corrupt the covenant,” failing to uphold the covenant and 
justifying departures from it

3) Injustice Flourishes: Next, the courts of the church begin to practice injustice – showing partiality (v. 
9), ignoring sin and even prosecuting the righteous

4) Causing Others to Stumble: When the priests and leaders go astray in these things, the people 
generally follow – and stumble (v. 9).  Thus the whole church becomes deformed  

Third Point: The Punishment of the Priests
1) A Covenant Curse: The Levitical Covenant mentions no curses.  However, as part of the Covenant of 

Grace, it has the same curses – the reverse of the promised life, peace and perpetuity (v. 2). 
Moreover, the covenant-blessing pronounced by the priest would no longer lead to the blessing of 
the people.  Instead, the sins of the fathers would be visited on the descendants of Levi, and of Israel 
as a whole

2) Public Shame: The dung of their unacceptable feasts (possibly from the animals sacrificed) would be 
metaphorically smeared on the priests’ faces, and they would be removed with that shame still upon 
them i.e., shame would stick to them like dung.  Today, church-leaders (and members) have even 
less excuse for such shameful behavior.  If they do not uphold the “3 Marks” the Lord will again bring 
shame upon them.  This is all the more reason for looking to Christ to cover our sins in regard of our 
3-fold office and the weaknesses of our leaders

Conclusion:


