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    Philippians 4:20-23 

V20 To our God and Father be glory 

forever and ever. Amen V21 Greet every 

saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who 

are with me greet you. V22 All the saints 

greet you, especially those of Caesar’s 

household. V23 The grace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  
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V20 To Our God and Father 
Have you ever considered the theological ramifications of an imperfect man 
putting the words “Our God and Father” together, and it not be a blasphemous 
statement?  

 

We are born children of the devil (in sin) 

John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s 
desires. 

 

How did we become children of God?  

Ephesians 1:4-6 In love, He predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of His will, to the praise of His glorious grace 

John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God 

Galatians 3:26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith 

 

New Reality-Sons of God  

1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 
shall see him as he is. 
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V20 To Our God and Father 
Blessings of Adoption 

Romans 8:14-17 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did 

not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself bears witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God 

and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 

glorified with him. 

• Now he always relates to you as a loving Father to a child  

Hebrews 12:3-11 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by 

him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 

receives.” 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For 

what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, 

in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides 

this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not 

much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a 

short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may 

share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, 

but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 
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V20 To our God and Father  

Be glory forever and ever. Amen 
Glory (doxa)-dignity, honor, praise, worship 

• The God of the Bible is for His glory “everyone who is called by 
My name, whom I created for My glory” (Is 43:7) 

 

Shorter Catechism asks “What is the chief end of man?”  

• To glorify God and enjoy Him forever 

 

1 Corinthians 10:31 “So, whether you eat or you drink, or whatever 
you do, do all to the glory of God”  

 

1 Peter 4:11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 
whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Is there any area of your life you are not glorifying God in?  
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V21 Greet every saint 

Saint-sacred, set apart or holy ones 

• Philippians 1:1 To all the saints in Christ Jesus 

• 1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God that is in 

Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 

saints  

• You may be uncomfortable being referred to as a saint, 

but know this, if you are not a saint, you are not a 

Christian 

What makes us saints?   

Hebrews 10:14 For by a single offering he (Jesus) has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. 
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Greet Every Saint In Christ Jesus 
What does it mean to be “In Christ Jesus?” 

• The more you grow in your understanding of what it means to be “in 
Christ Jesus”, and live according to that understanding, the more you 
will be sanctified and glorify God 

Ephesians 

1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places 

1:4 Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world  

1:6 He (God the Father) blessed us (with His glorious grace) in the 
Beloved.  

1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood 

1:11 In Him we have obtained an inheritance  

1:13 In Him…you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the 
guarantee of our inheritance  

1:19 (in Christ) the immeasurable greatness of His power (is) towards us 

2:5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ  
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Greet Every Saint In Christ Jesus 
Ephesians 

2:6 (we are) raised up with Him  

2:7 in the coming ages He might show us the immeasurable riches of His 
grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus  

2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus  

2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought 
near by the blood 

2:18 For through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father  

2:22 In Him you are also being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit  

3:6 (we are) partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 

3:12 in whom (Christ Jesus) we have boldness and access with confidence 
through our faith in Him 

4:32 even as God in Christ forgave  you 

My prayer for us all is Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17-23 

If you are struggling with contentment (we all do), study what it means to 
be “in Christ” and see that “in Him” we are more than sufficient!  
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Greet Every Saint In Christ Jesus 
In Christ: 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

For our sake He (God the Father) made Him 
(Jesus) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

V21-22 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The 
brothers who are with me greet you. V22 All the 
saints greet you, especially those of Caesar’s 
household.  
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V23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ   

be with your spirit 
Grace-God’s unmerited favor through the Lord Jesus Christ 

(merciful kindness)  

• Paul started his letter to the Philippians with “Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (1:2), and 

he is ending his letter with “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with your spirit.”  

– We never get out of grace. We are saved by grace and sustained 

(moment by moment) by grace 

– Ephesians 2:8 For we are saved by grace through faith 

– 1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and his grace towards me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 

worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 

grace of God that is with me.  
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V23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ   

be with your spirit 
The grace of the gospel must remain central in our hearts and lives.  

• In chapter 4 Paul called the church to many things: 

– Stand firm in the Lord, to agree in the Lord, help other agree in the 
Lord, rejoice in the Lord always, be gracious in the Lord, to not be 
anxious in anything, to think on things above, to practice these 
things, to be content, and to give as an act of worship 

– But Paul knows that if they forget the grace of God in Christ, they 
can’t take one step in any of these 

– Paul writes “v23 the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your 
spirit” because he knows Romans 11:36 “For from Him, and 
through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. 
Amen” 

– Meaning what? We are right with God by His grace in Christ, and 
we are compelled to obedience by the grace of Jesus Christ, we are 
empowered in sanctification by the grace of Jesus Christ, and it all 
points back to the grace of God in Jesus Christ  

– On that day, we will be amazed of how much grace we are under 
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