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Choosing Your Friends 

March 23, 2014 
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John 15:11-17   
11  These things have I spoken unto you, that 

my joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full.  

12  This is my commandment, That ye love 
one another, as I have loved you.  

13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.  

14  Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I 
command you.  

15  Henceforth I call you not servants; for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: 
but I have called you friends; for all things 
that I have heard of my Father I have made 
known unto you.  

16  Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit 
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask 
of the Father in my name, he may give it 
you.  

17  These things I command you, that ye love 
one another.  

 
Over the past several weeks we have been 
learning from this passage in John Chapter 15 
what it means and what it takes to possess 
fullness of joy.  
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Isn’t it wonderful to know that God wants His 
people to be happy?  The idea that right 
Christian living leaves you sad and solemn all 
the time could not be further from the truth.  
 
We who know Jesus to the free pardon of sin 
are able, because of Him, to truly live a life of 
joy that does not depend upon the current 
circumstances around us. 
 
You may not see me giddy and bubbly all the 
time but my joy in the Lord keeps me 
consistently happy almost always. 
 
We have a family here at Lighthouse that, just 
this week, learned that their beautiful 14 year 
old daughter has cancer.  Yes, they’ve shed 
some tears and we’ve all been on our knees 
but they haven’t lost their joy.   
 
We know what our Lord is capable of and we 
know that He loves us. We know that He will 
take them through this and bring them out 
stronger on the other side. 
 
Oh, and just for the record; we are not on our 
knees telling God how big our problem is; 
we’re telling the problem how big our God is! 
 
Our conversation with the Lord is for guidance 
and direction as He is already using this to 
change lives; we trust our Lord! 
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As the joy of the Lord in us grows and evolves; 
it leads us to many wonderful things. One of 
those wonderful things is friendship. 
 
It is true enough that misery loves company but 
happiness and joy have an attraction that is 
powerful as well. 
 
We will do almost anything for just a few 
moments of happiness; sometimes at a very 
high cost that comes later. 
 
This is why people drink; this is why they seek 
out drugs; this is why they seek multiple 
relationships; we are looking for something, 
someone, anything that will make us happy. 
 
Friendship is one of those things we often seek 
to make us happy. Friendship is a very 
powerful force. 
 
You parents, who have seen your teenagers 
choose to follow their friends who they’ve 
known for only a short time instead of you, who 
have loved them their whole lives, know this all 
too well. 
 
To our invited guests here today; those we 
have personally invited and those that Jesus 
Himself has brought; we have invited you here 
to offer you friendship.  
 
There is only one among us that has perfected 
this friendship; His name is Jesus and He runs 
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the place. The rest of us, however, are 
diligently working on it. 
 
You should choose your friends very carefully 
(someone said, you can’t choose your family, 
but you CAN choose your friends ;) the 
influence of your friends is often greater than 
any other. 
 
There are basically three kinds of friends you 
will encounter in life as you choose your 
friends.  It is likely that each of you have had 
experience with at least two of these. 
 
First of all there are the: 
 
I. Surface Friends.  
 
A. We all have a number of these in our lives. 
 
1. If you call them, they might answer if they 
feel like it and it’s not too inconvenient.  
 
2. Most of you consider them ‘acquaintances.’ 
 
3. Another term you may have used for them is 
‘fair weather’ friends. 
 
4. There are always those surface friends who 
are your friends as long as they need you for 
something. 
 
B. The Bible describes these surface friends: 
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1. Proverb 14:20  The poor is hated even of 
his own neighbor: but the rich hath many 
friends.  
 
2. Proverb 19:4  Wealth maketh many friends; 
but the poor is separated from his neighbor.  
 
3. Judges 14:20  But Samson's wife was given 
to his companion, whom he had used as his 
friend.  
 
4. Proverb 19:6  Many will entreat the favor of 
the prince: and every man is a friend to him 
that giveth gifts.  
 
5. We all have some surface friends; which is 
not a totally bad thing; it is from some of these 
surface friendships that better friendships can 
be developed later. 
 
6. I suppose everyone has to start on the 
surface. 
 
Then there are some just plain:   
 
II. Sorry Friends. 
 
A. These are the kinds of friends we all ought 
to work hard at NOT being! 
 
1. If we were having this discussion in our 
Sunday morning Lighthouse Bible Class, I 
would likely ask you to give me an example of 
someone being a sorry friend. 
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2. One of the answers I would likely get is that 
person who is all loving to your face but talks 
about you behind your back to others…Yeah, 
that’s a pretty sorry friend. 
 
3. Maybe like that kid in school who was your 
friend when you were alone but changed when 
others were around? 
 
4. Maybe that one who claims to be your friend 
but listens to and maybe even participates in 
gossip about you? 
 
B. The Bible tells us all about sorry friends: 
 
1. When I think of sorry friends, I have to think 
of Job.  
 
2. Most of you know the story of Job; how that 
Satan brought great destruction and suffering 
upon his life for no other reason than trying to 
shake his faith in God. 
 
3. Job 2:11  Now when Job's three friends 
heard of all this evil that was come upon him, 
they came every one from his own place; 
Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, 
and Zophar the Naamathite: for they had made 
an appointment together to come to mourn with 
him and to comfort him.  
 
4. This story is far too long and detailed to get 
into today but it suffices to say that these three 
friends of Job may still hold the record for 
being the three sorriest friends ever! 
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5. They pretended to be there to comfort Job, 
but all they did was judge him and falsely 
accuse him and criticize him. Even Jesus who 
IS qualified to judge does not do that until 
later. 
 
John 12:47  And if any man hear my words, 
and believe not, I judge him not: for I came not 
to judge the world, but to save the world.  
 
6. They presumed to know God’s will and 
impose it upon Job when they knew virtually 
nothing accurate about the Lord at all.   
 
7. They judged him, they accused him, they 
criticized him; Job called them “miserable 
comforters.”  
Job 16:2 … miserable comforters are ye all.  
 
8. Just for the record, there are 15 chapters in 
the book of Job that record their ramblings 
about God and judgment; much of which is not 
right or accurate at all. 
  
Then there are the genuinely: 
 
III. Solid Friends. 
 
A. This is certainly the kind of friend we all 
need and the kind we all should strive to be. 
 
1. If in Bible Class I asked you to give us an 
example of a truly solid friend, what might you 
say?  
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2. Perhaps someone who is there for you no 
matter what? 
 
3. Someone might say ‘a friend who doesn’t 
judge you.’ 
 
4. Another might say, ‘a friend who is the same 
in your presence as when they are not, and will 
not talk about you behind your back.’ 
 
B. Again, the Bible has much to say about 
someone who is a truly solid friend? 
 
1. A solid friend is consistent; his friendship is 
there always.  
Proverb 17:17  A friend loveth at all times, and 
a brother is born for adversity.  
 
2. A solid friend is an encourager; always 
ready to lift you up; not tear you down.  
Proverb 27:9  Ointment and perfume rejoice 
the heart: so doth the sweetness of a man's 
friend by hearty counsel.  
 
3. A solid friend will challenge you and make 
you better.  
Proverb 27:17  Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man 
sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.  
 
4. When it comes to issues that matter most, a 
solid friend will tell you what you need to hear; 
even if you don’t want to hear it.   
Proverb 27:6  Faithful are the wounds of a 
friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.  
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In Conclusion:  
 
Jesus said: 
John 15:14  Ye are my friends, if ye do 
whatsoever (what) I command you.  
 
I suppose you realize that there is no one 
else but Jesus who is qualified to say that.  
 
What did He command us?   
1John 3:23  And this is his commandment, 
That we should believe on the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave 
us commandment.  
 
The most important friend you need is 
Jesus and the next best friend you now 
have is someone who is willing to tell you 
about Him. 
 
I said on the outset of today’s message that 
we invited you here to offer you friendship. 
 
I have a little video for you to watch that 
may help you to understand what it takes to 
be a solid friend. (Queue video.) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4YOqKz8zvk 

 
That offer of friendship still stands. We can 
show you how to know for sure that you are 
saved and on your way to heaven; our best 
friend Jesus will see to that. 
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Then we will love you like Jesus loved us; 
well, truth is we are all still working on that. 
 
What kind of friendship will you find here at 
Lighthouse?   
 
You will find some surface friends; we all 
have to start somewhere; and that’s not all 
bad. 
 
You may even find a really sorry friend or 
two that will test your resolve to be a friend. 
We are all still sinners, after all. 
 
But mostly you will find solid, real and 
genuine friendship here in this place. 
 
We want to be a friend to you because 
Jesus became a friend to us. 
 
John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
 
Jesus has done exactly that for you! 
Let me introduce you sometime to my very 
best friend of all! 


