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Let's read again in Zechariah 9:9.

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: 
behold, thy King comes unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Some of you may have seen at some point the presidential motorcade. I remember being 
in Washington once and seeing somebody's motorcade, I don't if it was the President's or 
not, but it was a very impressive sight, and that's really one of the great purposes of the 
presidential motorcade, it's to project power; it's to awe people; it's to make such an 
impression that the President is lifted up and we feel almost honored to see him, 
therefore, the whole motorcade is designed, as Washington itself is, to project power. The
presidential limousine is called Cadillac 1 or Limo 1. It's got its own aircraft to carry it 
from place to place. It's one of about 15 vehicles in the motorcade, each one with its own 
purpose and role. It's plated with 8" thick bomb-proof steel. It has 5" thick bullet-proof 
windows. It's sealed all around underneath and above against any kind of chemical attack.
Its wheels are about the size of a bus and are reinforced with Kevlar. If you were to open 
the trunk of it, you would find in it things like fire extinguishers, oxygen tanks, grenade 
launchers, the President's own blood. It's an awesome vehicle. It's incredible. A new one 
has been made just now, they reckon it's going to cost about 1.5 million dollars. It's 
awesome. That's why its nickname is "The Beast." 

Well, Zechariah brings before us another beast and it's very different. "Behold," says 
Zechariah, "thy King comes unto thee: he is just, having salvation; lowly, and riding upon
a donkey." Behold your King riding on a donkey. I want to look at this very different 
presidential motorcade, this very different kingly transport, and the massive message it 
sends, a very different message to that sent by any leaders' transport today. But before we
look at this verse in particular, just so we understand a little bit of the background to 
Zechariah, remember Israel or Judah were taken into Babylonian captivity around about 
590 BC. They were there for about 70 years in total if you go from the first captivity to 
their freedom, and when they were returned to the Promised Land by Cyrus in about 530 
BC, they had one task, that was to rebuild the temple and Zechariah was one of the 
prophets sent together with Haggai, to encourage the people to rebuild the temple and to 
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wait for their new king. And he did that, and Zechariah 1 to 8 is very much taken up with 
messages of encouragement to God's people to rebuild the city, the walls, but especially 
the temple. And they did, the temple was completed about 515 BC. It wasn't terribly 
impressive compared to the previous temple. That caused some disappointment, but what 
was even more disappointing was there's no king. The king has not come. They had these
promises of a new temple and a new king who would reign from this temple and there's 
no king.

So the people are a bit discouraged and downcast. That's why Zechariah chapters 9 to 14 
were written, to encourage the people the king is still coming. The king will still return. 
And Zechariah 9, it begins in the first eight verses by promising or prophesying that all of
the enemies of God's people that surround it then would be defeated. That's exactly what 
happened. Alexander the Great came and was an instrument of God used to defeat all the 
enemies around about. Then in verses 9 to 11, or 9 to 13, we have the king promised. 
Then from verse 14 to the end, God's people victorious. So God's enemies defeated, 
God's king comes, and God's people are victorious even over the Greeks.

So I want to focus this morning on that middle section, God's king is coming, and what 
kind of king is promised, and the great emphasis of this passage is rejoice. Rejoice. They 
were very downcast, discouraged and oppressed people and they had plenty of reason to 
be so. They were being encouraged to be glad because God's enemies were being 
defeated, God's people would be victorious, but above all, this would all happen through 
God's king coming. That's why verse 9 opens with, "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem." Then they are given the reasons why. Nowhere in the 
Bible are people just told to cheer up, be happy, smile. They're always given reason to do 
so because you can't sustain joy or happiness without a reason. You might be able to put 
on for a day or two, put a mask on, but it won't last.

So here are the reasons why they and we should rejoice because although they should 
rejoice looking forward to the coming king, we can rejoice even more by looking 
backwards and, as we'll see, forwards as well. But here the first messages is: rejoice 
greatly in the coming King. Rejoice greatly, behold, your King is coming to you. Now 
remember, there is no king in Israel at this time, in fact, the people thought God's broken 
his promise because God gave a promise to David in 2 Samuel 7 that Israel would have a 
forever king and now they've been without a king for about 70, 80, 90 years and there is 
no prospect of one either, and what Zechariah and some of the other prophets were doing 
was telling them and showing them that this promise of a forever king did not mean that 
there would always be a king on a physical throne in Jerusalem; that they had to lift their 
minds and lift their thoughts beyond something so limited, so limited geographically; the 
the coming king would be much greater, much bigger and have a much wider dominion 
and reign. 

Behold, your King is coming to you. That's a rare thing. In these days, people went to the 
king. Here the King is coming to them. There is a reversal. This is a very unusual King, a 
King who actually comes to his people which has in it just a sense of coming down, of 
condescension, of humility. In fact, another way of translating these words is: behold, 
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your King is coming for you. Not just to you but for you, and that "for" means not just for
your benefit, but for you. He's coming for you. You are his aim. You are the reason of his
coming.

Now, again, if Israel was to rejoice in looking forward to that, how much more should we
rejoice in looking back to that because the King has come. It's not just rejoice, he is 
coming, it's rejoice, he has come. That's why we read in Matthew 21, it shows the 
fulfillment of this prophecy. The King has come not just to us but for us. This is a very 
unusual King. So a king who keeps a distances, who keeps apart, who insists on people 
coming to him but this is a King who comes to his people. Who comes down. Who 
comes to visit. Who draws near. And he did that, of course, physically in his humanity 
but he's still doing it today spiritually. By his Spirit, by his word, he comes to us to talk to
us, to listen to us. Is that not a cause for rejoice greatly? Rejoice in the coming King.

Then secondly, it's rejoice greatly in the righteous King. Behold, your King comes to 
you. He is just or he is righteous. That word has five different meanings in Scripture. 
First of all, it means he will execute justice. He won't just rule arbitrarily or on a whim, 
but he will rule in accordance with the law of God. He will rule justly. Secondly, he will 
govern faithfully. He will govern in accordance with the constitution. He will be faithful 
to the constitution that God has written. Thirdly, he will live with integrity. This isn't 
someone who has a public face and a private face and they're very different faces. This is 
someone who lives with integrity. His public and his private face are the same. His 
outward life and his inward life are the same. Fourthly, he will deliver the oppressed. 
Justice was always associated in the Old Testament with freeing those who were captives,
who were being crushed by powerful forces and powerful people. To be a just king meant
you were coming to deliver the oppressed. And fifthly it meant that he would be 
supportive of the poor. He would be generous. He would be charitable. His focus was not
on the top 1% but on the bottom 1%. 

What a King. What a just King. This was very very different to the kings of these days. 
The kings of these days did not execute justice. The kings of these days did not live with 
integrity. The kings of these days did not live in a way to deliver the oppressed and to be 
generous to the poor. No, it was exactly the opposite and that was a cause of tremendous 
misery and tremendous suffering, therefore, when such a King comes it is so different, so 
contrary to the kings of this world. That's why the prophet says, "Rejoice greatly." Again,
we look back at the King who has come in such a way when we look at how Jesus came, 
and how Jesus rules even to this day. We see a King who is just, who is righteous, who 
executes justice, who rules faithfully, who lives with integrity, who delivers the 
oppressed, and who has a special care for the poor. Is that not a cause for joy? What a 
contrast to all the kings and presidents and princes of the day.

Rejoice greatly, your King is coming. Rejoice greatly, your King is just. But also, thirdly,
rejoice greatly in his salvation. Rejoice greatly in the saving King. Behold, your King 
comes: he is just and having salvation. Now this is a very interesting word in the Hebrew.
Literally it means he has received salvation. It's something that he experiences. It's saying
that this King is himself saved and delivered. It's first and foremost something passive 
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that happens to and with this King and what it's saying is that this King himself has 
experienced a kind of salvation, in fact, many salvations, many deliverances. That's what 
Israel expected by this, what we have seen, because when Jesus came, how many times 
was he delivered? How many times was he saved from his enemies? From Herod who 
sought to kill him as a child. From the devil who sought to destroy him with temptation. 
From many of his enemies again and again who sought to kill him before his time. And 
even when they succeeded, and even when they put him in the grave and under the power
of death, he was delivered from the grace and he was delivered from the power of death. 

This is a King who has experienced deliverances, salvations. He has. He possesses. He 
embodies salvation but it's because he has received this salvation, it's because he 
embodies this salvation, it's because he has been delivered so many times that he is able 
to come and save sinners like you and I as well. He is loaded up, is another way of 
translating this. He is overloaded with salvations. It's not just something, therefore, that 
he passively receives and experiences but that he actively gives and bestows as well. He 
doesn't keep all his salvations to himself but on the basis of his being saved from multiple
enemies, he can save sinners from multiple enemies, not least from sin, the grave, from 
death and from hell.

Rejoice in the saving King. Do you know a king that can do that for you anywhere? We 
see all the manifestos, we see all the campaign promises, none of them include this. None
of them can make this promise, never mind keep it. But this King can and it should be, 
therefore, a cause for great joy. Is this not what you and I need most? More than jobs, 
more than security, more than prosperity, more than social justice, we need salvation and 
here is a King who has it and who gives it. 

Rejoice greatly. But then, fourthly, and this is really the focus of the verse, rejoice greatly
in the lowly King. Yes, he's a coming King. Yes, he's a righteous King. Yes, he's a saving
King. But here most strangely and mysteriously, paradoxically, he's a lowly King. We're 
told he is lowly and riding upon a donkey. He is lowly. That word literally means poor. 
It's that kind of lowliness. It's poor. It's a word that's translated or fulfilled in Matthew 
with the word meek. That's speaking of poverty in a spiritual sense, poor of spirit. He's 
not proud. He's not haughty. He's not aggressive. He's lowly. He's humble. He's meek. 
And the word actually also can mean afflicted and suffering. 

This is a very strange King. A humble King. A meek King. A lowly King. A poor King. 
A suffering King. Why is that so encouraging? Why is that a cause for joy? Surely this is 
a King that people would be ashamed of. People want a king that's full of glory and 
majesty and here this King is announced as poor. Well, is this not just what you and I 
need? We don't need a king who lives in a different dimension, who lives in a different 
realm, who doesn't know anything about our experience. We need a king that can 
sympathize with us, a king who can suffer along with us, a king who knows what it's like 
to live in this world, in a suffering sinful world. 

That would be a cause for great joy, wouldn't it? That's why we're told rejoice. He is 
poor. He knows what it's like to suffer. He knows what it's like to be tempted. He knows 
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what it's like to be persecuted. He knows what it's like to suffer pain. He knows what it's 
like to be stressed and anxious. He knows what it's like to be cast down and discouraged. 
He knows what it's like to be denied and betrayed. He knows what it's like to die. He 
knows what it's like to fear death, go through death. He knows all these things. He's been 
through all these things. He is poor. He is lowly.

Then it's underlined even more, lowly and riding on a donkey. A donkey? I mean, a 
donkey? You can't help but...if we weren't so familiar with these words, if you try and 
imagine someone coming to the Bible for the first time and reading this, they would 
probably fall off their seat. Their eyes would pop out their heads. A donkey? 

At this time, earlier in Israel actually, a donkey wasn't such a bad thing but in this part of 
Israel's history, it was a really insulting form of transport. And since Solomon who had 
brought in horses from Egypt that, of course, make donkeys just pale into insignificance 
and put them in the shade, a donkey was always associated with poverty. Nobody with 
any status, nobody with any wealth would choose a donkey to carry anything or even sit 
on. You'd choose a stallion. You'd choose a horse. You'd want to communicate what you 
are and who you are. 

He's riding on a donkey. It communicated poverty. It said there was going to be no pomp,
there was going to be no ceremony, there is going to be none of the trappings of power. 
It's not going to be gold encrusted and gold. I was thinking, you know, what would be a 
modern equivalent of this? If the modern equivalent of the horse would be "The Beast or 
Cadillac 1," what would be the modern equivalent of a donkey? Would it be, I know 
sometimes you see cars, we were just talking about this on the way in, my wife saw a car 
at McDonald's through the week, no front bumper, it had no back bumper, the whole 
thing was just about falling apart, if Jesus came today, is that what he would ride? Maybe
a bicycle? He would find a mode of transport that communicated unmistakably who he 
was, how he was, and what he came to do.

A donkey. Poverty. It was also, though, a message of peace. A message of peace because 
the horse was very associated with war. That's actually why Solomon brought them in 
and it's why God forbade horses in Israel. In Deuteronomy he said the king must not 
multiply horses. Why? Well, the horse was like a tank in these days. It was the military 
equivalent of an Abrams tank or something like that, and by getting horses into Israel, 
Israel was saying, "We're no longer trusting God, we're trusting weapons, we're trusting 
armaments." So kings that had lots of horses had a great army, but the donkey, what 
could you do with a donkey in war? It was utterly useless. Nobody would be afraid of a 
soldier on a donkey. Donkeys communicated the opposite of the horse, it was peace. It 
was peace. No threat. No danger.

Behold, your King comes riding on a donkey. Of course, this was beautifully, 
marvelously and remarkably fulfilled, wasn't it, in Matthew 21 where Jesus, conscious 
obviously of this prophecy in Zechariah, instructs his disciples to go and get him 
transport for his entry into Jerusalem and he very specifically tells them, "Go get a 
donkey." He'd read the prophecy. He knew what he had to do. He instructed his disciples 
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to do it. He's consciously, deliberately and minutely fulfilling prophecy. "All this was 
done," says verse 4 in Matthew 21, "that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying, Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King comes unto thee, meek, 
and sitting upon a donkey, and a colt the foal of an ass." It's actually a young donkey. It's 
not even a donkey, sort of a full-strength in age, it's a very young, it's a one year old. 
Again, there's weakness communicated in that. It's like not, "Just get me a donkey, get me
a weak donkey, something that can just barely bear my weight." 

Can you imagine any President, any king, any big person, any rich powerful person 
saying, "I'm on a mission and here's the great purpose, we're going to go into the city and 
we're going to make a big impression. Get me a bike. Get me a clunker." What? Yet this 
is what Jesus does and the effect of it is interesting, isn't it? When it says here about 
prophecy was fulfilled, it doesn't quote, "Rejoice greatly," it just goes straight into the 
facts, not the feelings, "your King comes unto you." But notice the facts when fulfilled 
cause the great rejoicing. As the people saw it, the people gathered and what did they do?
"And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches 
from the trees, and strawed them in the way. And the multitudes that went before, and 
that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that comes in the
name of the Lord." Hosanna means "save now." 

They saw that this lowly King was coming with salvation for the lowly. How attractive is
this? Not to the powerful. No. Not to the big people of that day or of this day. This is 
despicable to them. This is, "You can have that. We don't want anything to do with that." 
People want the insignia of power. They want the trappings of power and Jesus said, "I 
don't want any of them." It doesn't say in the passage actually that Jesus approved of all 
the trappings they tried to give him. You know, this was what they did for a king, they 
put down branches and their coats. It doesn't say he actually approved of that. He 
approved of their joy, for sure, their praises for sure, but the great source of joy was this 
is a lowly King. This is a servant King. And that's a source of joy to the lowly, not to the 
big and the mighty and the high. It's to the lowly, to the poor in spirit, to those who have 
been broken and humbled, isn't it?

A King comes riding on a donkey. He can ride on a donkey straight into my heart. Can he
ride on a donkey into your heart? If I see a presidential motorcade, I can't go near that. 
He's not going to speak to me. I see a king on a donkey, that gives me hope. Huge hope. 
It encourages me to draw near. He's willing to be associated with people like me and you.
Rejoice greatly in the lowly King.

Then lastly, rejoice greatly in the peaceful King. In verse 10 and following, "I will cut off
the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem," the donkey beats the horse, 
weakness beats power. "I will cut it off," says God, "and the battle bow shall be cut off." 
Here there's a prophecy that this King's coming in peace will spread peace. It will break 
the weapons of war in pieces and it goes on to say, "he shall speak," or he shall proclaim, 
"peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the 
river even to the ends of the earth." A peaceful King and a peaceful kingdom that 
proclaims peace to the nations. 
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That's the message that goes out, doesn't it, from Christian pulpits contrary to Islam 
which is a message of force and of violence and of hatred and of murder as manifested 
again and again and again in our day. What an opportunity this is for the Christian Gospel
to paint the strongest possible contrast with this false religion.  Behold, the peaceful 
King, the peacemaking King, the peace proclaiming King.

So as we ponder, as we think on these reasons for joy, a coming King, a righteous King, a
saving King, a lowly King, and a peaceful King, surely, surely, surely, we have indeed 
reason to rejoice greatly. That word rejoice actually means shriek loudly and excitedly. I 
don't know if some of you have seen that in the Middle East. We often see the funerals in 
the Middle East and the passion, almost the hysteria. A very emotional people and the 
same applies in cases of joy. The expressions, the emotions, there is no holding back. 
There is a very shrill kind of shrieking. Maybe we could do with a bit of that at times. 

Rejoice greatly. Shriek loudly. So much of our culture and our upbringing holds us back 
from true expressions of joy. We're suspicious of joy. We're hesitant about it. We push it 
away. We say, "Oh, that's dangerous. That's unsafe. That's something that these extreme 
charismatics do." But what happens is we end up in the complete opposite extreme and 
we're like ice cubes. We're like robots. We're like utterly feelingless. Our expressions, our
body posture, our voice, it's all just dull and boring and expressionless and we think this 
is piety? Come on. 

Rejoice greatly. How can you deny that? Let all cultural reserve fall away in the face of 
this coming King, this humble King, this servant King. What's more important, that we 
maintain our reserve and our demeanor or that we rejoice and we celebrate in this King? 
Hosanna! Hosanna! How can we do that and seem as if we're bored out of our skulls? 
Hosanna! Rejoice! Where is it? Well, we do it invisibly. It's in our hearts. Really? If it 
was really there inwardly, it would be really there outwardly. It would.

It's not false. It's not unfounded. It's not without basis. It's not unreasonable and irrational.
It's perfectly rational and it's perfectly reasonable. That's why he can honestly say, 
"Rejoice greatly." How does he do it? He says, "Keep Jesus in front of your eyes." You 
want joy, you want gladness, you want rejoicing in your life? Oh yes, there's lots of 
things filling your eyes and ears to make you sad and discouraged and depressed and 
downcast, but keep Jesus there. That's what Zechariah was telling these people. There 
was nothing to encourage them and yet here he said, "Keep Jesus in front of your eyes, 
then you can rejoice greatly." 

Rejoice greatly in his humility and his humility and his coming down and his lowliness. 
And we have another reason, we can rejoice greatly in his glory, in his coming a second 
time on another animal. You look, for example, in Revelation 19. We're told that Jesus is 
coming back and this time, "And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and 
make war. His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he 
had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with a vesture
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dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God." Oh yes, we can rejoice 
greatly in his first coming in humility but we can rejoice even more greatly in his future 
coming in glory on that stallion, coming to judge, coming to make all wrongs right, 
coming to save, coming to wrap it all up. 

Keep that in front of your eyes as well and rejoice greatly and rejoice greatly in being a 
servant of the servant King. This is one of our great mistakes, isn't it? Somehow we think 
happiness is associated with being served, but as the whole Bible communicates, 
happiness is part of serving and can only come through serving as Jesus himself showed.

There is a French parable. There was this kingdom in this French parable, that there was a
young man who lived in this kingdom and he served everybody. That was his reputation. 
He just helped others all the time, but he got a bit tired one day and he left the kingdom 
and he went for a walk in the woods and in the woods, a genie met him and the genie said
to the young man, "Oh, I know you. Your reputation is well-known. You're amazing at 
helping people." So he said, "I'm going to give you one wish." The young man said, "Oh, 
I don't even need to think about it. I know exactly what I want." The genie said, "Be 
careful, you've only got one." He said with no hesitation, "I don't want to serve anymore. 
I want to be served." And the genie said, "You've only got one wish. Are you sure?" He 
said, "I'm absolutely sure. That's exactly what I want. I'm burned out. I'm tired. I'm done 
with serving."

So he went back towards the kingdom and all the doors started being opened to him 
wherever he went. He could hardly lift a finger, somebody would come running and say, 
"What do you want?" He couldn't even put his own clothes on anymore. He couldn't even
go for a cookie, somebody would bring it to him. Brushing his hair, washing, everything 
was done for him. Even the king of the kingdom came and started being deferential to 
him and serving him. 

And it went on and on and on and three months later, the young man ran into the wood 
again and he's crying out, "Genie! Genie! Genie!" And eventually the genie appeared and
he said, "What is it?" He said, "I'm going crazy! You've got to stop this! I need you to 
change it back! I'm cracking up!" The genie said, "I'm sorry. You had only one wish and 
you used it up." He said, "I can't go on like this! I'd rather be dead than live like this!" 
And the genie replied, "That's what you've been for the last three months."

There's an amazing truth at the core of that parable. He who will save his life will lose it 
and he who will lose his life will find it. We think a life of service and self-sacrifice and 
self-denial and focusing on others, that that's going to be death and it's exactly the 
opposite. A life of self-centeredness, of seeking to get everyone else around us to help us 
and minister to us, a life that's self-focused, selfish, that's death. That's true death. That's a
lost life.

Jesus came to show what true life was. He was a servant King and he's looking for fellow
servants to find the same joy as he did in coming. Come lowly into the lives of others and
find true fulfillment and true joy. Come and live by dying. Amen.
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