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Colossians 3:18–4:1 

18  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  

19  Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.  

20  Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.  

21  Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.  

22  Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with 

eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.  

23  And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,  

24  knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you 

serve the Lord Christ. 

25  But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no partiality.  

1Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you also have a 

Master in heaven. 

 

Where Our Walk with Christ shows 

Colossians 3:18–4:1 

 

INTRO: 

 

In our stroll through Paul’s epistle written to the Colossian church from a prison in Rome, 

we have learned many things. We discovered by virtue of our union with Christ, when we were 

saved, we died together with Him. We also were resurrected together with Him. Our 

resurrection in Christ meant a change of priority in our lives. We focus on eternal things. We 

put to death some evil things, put off like dirty clothing some other evil things. Finally, we put 

on the new man created after the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

Our salvation also means we immerse ourselves in the Word of Christ. This is somewhat 

equivalent to being filled with the Holy Spirit. Now as in Ephesians 5:25ff, Paul wrote that it will 

not only change our private world, but also our roles in life. The transformation in our lives 

shows in several roles we play and in the midst Paul gives a principle to motivate us in our 

change. 

  I. The Places our Walk shows (3:18-4:1} 

II. The Principle of our Obedience (3:23-25) 
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I. The Places our Walk shows (3:18-4:1} 

 

A. Our transformation affects our domestic roles.  

Colossians 3:18-21    “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the 

Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. Children, 

obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do 

not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.” 

There are many today who are good at recognizing the roles God has made us to fill. But we 

were created to fill roles in the family. 

 

1. Wives are to submit not because the husband makes them, but because choosing to 

submit pleases God. 

 

2. Here is by far the harder job to do.  

v.19    “Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them”.  

Men, loving your wife is measured against a demanding standard in Ephesians 5:25.  

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself for her.”  

Your love cannot be superficial it has to be committed not because she is worth it (she 

is), but because Christ is worth it. 

 

3. Our walk with Christ impacts our relationship with parents. 

v.20    “Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the 

Lord.”  

Children are to be obedient, not because parents are worthy, but because it pleases our 

Lord. 

 

4. Finally, in the domestic area are the parents.  

v.21    “Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.”  

The “fathers” here probably refers to both parents. Yet, the Father is the responsible 

party. Rules need to be reasonable and their enforcement done in view of the fact that 

the Lord Jesus is watching. 

 

B. The second set of roles involve our employment.  

v.22    “Slaves, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with 

eye-service, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.” 

v.4:1    “Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing that you 

also have a Master in heaven”  
Both slaves and masters needed to act toward each other in ways that reflected their walk 

with the Lord.  
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1. Slaves needed to be obedient and good workers, not just when the boss was watching, 

but all times. That is because God is always watching. 

 

2. Masters had to be fair and just with their slaves. God was their Master also. 

 

II. The Principle of our Obedience (3:23-25) 

 

Colossians 3:23-25    “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not 

to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the 

inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. But he who does wrong will be repaid 

for what he has done, and there is no partiality.” 

 

A. Although contextually this instruction was given to the slaves in particular, in some 

measure these principles apply to all of us in any role. 

 

B. In our roles in our families, everything we do must be done as unto the Lord. He is there 

and He is not silent. If we are intent on pleasing Him, it will change how we treat our family 

members. If we serve faithfully and well, seeking to please Christ, there is a great prize. 
 

C. Although none of us today are slaves or masters who own slaves, the principle is vital. 

Why do we do what we do?  We must do it heartily not with groaning, moaning, and 

complaining to please the Lord Jesus Christ.  

v.24   “Knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ.” 

 

D. If we are tempted to say, “Who cares what Christ thinks.” Paul adds a warning:  

v.25    “But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is 

no partiality.” 

 

E. The question is, how does our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ look in our external 

lives? It must show if it is real. 


