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INTRODUCTION 
 
The New Testament book of Mark is one of the three Synoptic Gospels. The term Gospel 
generally means unquestioned truth. It has been in the English lexicon since at least 950 
AD from Middle English “God Spell.” It simply means good news of the coming of the 
Messiah, the Gospel. It originates from the Greek word euaggelion (yoo-ang-ghel’-ee-
on), which also means good news. This is important because the New Testament was 
written in common Greek called Koine Greek. The first four books of the New Testament 
present the “Good News.” The apostle Paul further defines this in First Corinthians. 
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I Corinthians 15:1-8 
 

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto 
you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye 
are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And 
that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the 
scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part 
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen 
of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as 
of one born out of due time (KJV) 

 
The other two Synoptics are Matthew and Luke. The word synoptic comes from Greek 
terms syn, which means “together” and optic which means “seen.” The fourth Gospel, 
which is John, is very distinct from the Synoptics. John presents the Lord Jesus in a 
higher view than the synoptic gospels.  John describes Jesus as the incarnation of the 
Divine Word of God. He clearly presents Jesus as the one through whom all things were 
made. Only in John does Jesus talk at length about Himself and his divine role. In 
contrast to the Synoptics, John focuses largely on different miracles (e.g. the raising of 
Lazarus). The Synoptics were written at least thirty years before John wrote his Gospel. 
So he had the benefit of their writing and his personal experience with Jesus to draw on 
before he wrote his. While John’s Gospel of Jesus focuses mostly on the last week of His 
life the Synoptics cover most of His three and a half year ministry. 
 
Mark is the shortest and most compact of the four Gospels. Mark is briefer because it 
includes fewer stories than do the other three. Mark though does include stories that are 
narrated in more detail than the same stories in the other Gospels. It is apparent that 
Gospel of Mark was to portray the person and mission of Jesus Christ for Roman 
Christians undergoing persecution under Nero. Mark quotes relatively infrequently from 
the Old Testament, and he explains Jewish customs. These would be unfamiliar to his 
readers so it seems he was directing this Gospel to Gentile readers. He also translates 
Aramaic and Hebrew phrases by their Greek equivalents as well as transliterating familiar 
Latin expressions into Greek characters. While his name is attached to the Gospel his 
name is actually John Mark, a son of Mary a woman of wealth and position in Jerusalem 
who provided a meeting place for early Christians (Acts 12:12). 
 
There are only ten verses in the New Testament mentioning John Mark. In addition to 
being the Gospel writer he was the cousin of Barnabas (Colossians 4:10). He 
accompanied Barnabas and Paul on the first missionary journey (Acts 12:25; 13:5), but 
left early for Jerusalem (Acts 13:13). After the Jerusalem Council, Barnabas and Paul 
were planning on making their second journey. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark, but 
Paul rejected the idea because Mark had left them them during the first Journey. 
Therefore Paul thought him unreliable. As a result, Barnabas took John Mark, and Paul 
took Silas and they went their separate ways (Acts 15:36-41). After Barnabas gave his 
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cousin a second chance and he proved himself worthy, Paul was later able to call him a 
coworker (Philemon 24; cf. Colossians 4:10) who was helpful to his ministry (II Tim 
4:11). It is also evident that Mark shared a special relationship with Peter. Not only does 
Peter call him his son (1 Peter 5:13), but also they have both experienced failure and 
restoration. Many believe that because of Mark’s close association with Peter he received 
much information about Jesus from him. Some therefore call Mark a ghostwriter for 
Peter. This was probably the first Gospel to be written at approximately 55 AD. 
 
The four Gospels provide different eyewitness views of the same Jesus. Multiple 
independent eyewitness accounts establishes the reliability of the testimony concerning 
the life and ministry of Jesus. We see the same relationship to I and II Chronicles to the 
books of I & I Samuel and I & II Kings. Both cover the same events but each saw slightly 
different aspects of them. The same can be said of eyewitnesses to a traffic accident. 
Some saw the cars, others saw the drivers and still others remembered the weather and 
road conditions. Therefore each author recorded the events of Jesus’ life and ministry 
from a different perspective with different goals and objectives. We must keep in mind 
that this Bible did not come about through happenstance. It was planned out by the God 
of the universe and assembled just as He desired it to be. 
 
II Timothy 3:16-17 
 

16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man 
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works (KJV). 

 
The reason God has given us this Bible and the good news of the Gospel is so that we can 
obey Him and receive the best He has to offer to us of His blessings. 
 
Psalm 1:1-3 

 1Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, Nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, Nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers: 2But his 
delight is in the law of Jehovah; And on his law doth he meditate day and 
night. 3And he shall be like a tree planted by the streams of water, That 
bringeth forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also doth not wither; And 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper (ASV 1901).  

 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOSPELS 
 
One insightful comparison of the four Gospels is to the Cherubim as presented in Ezekiel 
chapters one, and ten. The Cherubim are the highest order of the celestial beings and are 
closest to God. Their images are repeated in the throne room in Revelation chapter four. 
 
Revelation 4:6-11 
 

6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the 
midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes 
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before and behind. 7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast 
like a calf,(ox) and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast 
was like a flying eagle. 8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings 
about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, 
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to 
come. 9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that 
sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10 The four and twenty elders 
fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for 
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created (KJV). 

 
There is a direct comparison to the Gospels and the Cherubim. 
 
The linkage of the four aspects of the Cherubim to the Gospels has been recognized since 
the early Church fathers.1 The Fathers identified them with the four Gospels,  
 

1. Matthew the lion,  
2. Mark the ox,  
3. Luke the man,  
4. John the eagle:  

 
What is interesting regarding these symbols is that they do not express the personal 
character of the Evangelists, but the different characteristics of the Lord Jesus our Christ 
in relation to the world (four being the number referring to the entire world, for example, 
the four quarters of the world).  
 

1. The Lion expressing royalty, as Matthew describes this feature of Christ; The 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah. 

2. The Ox, laboring in endurance, which is Christ’s prominent characteristic in 
Mark.  

3. The Man, brotherly sympathy with the whole race of man, Christ’s prominent 
feature in Luke;  

4. The Eagle, soaring majesty, prominent in John’s description of Christ as the 
Divine Word. 

 
The recognition of the relationship of the four gospels to the four different roles of Christ 
and the Cherubim is reflected in the Book of Kells. This is an ornately illustrated work 
containing the four gospels written in approximately A.D. 800. The artwork of the cover 
page of the Book of Kells demonstrates recognition of the correspondence between the 
faces of the cherubim in Ezekiel and the Revelation with the four Gospel themes.  

                                                
1 Brown, A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments (Oak Harbor, WA: 
Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997, 1877), Rev. 4:8.Brown, A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on 
the Old and New Testaments (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997, 1877), Rev. 4:8. 
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Book of Kells from Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Kells 
 
Mark then has the central theme of presenting the Lord Jesus as a suffering servant which 
is represented as the ox.   Since Mark presents the Savior as a servant, he does not tell His 
genealogy and status. Because servants (slaves) are not worthy in society their ancestry is 
not important to relate. Mark’s Gospel in keeping with the servant’s exposition does not 
convey enlightening words. Matthew’s presentation does this with His teachings and 
parables concerning the heavenly kingdom, and John with His profound revelations of 
divine truths. Mark gives us Jesus’ excellent deeds in His gospel service. He provides 
more detail than the other Gospels, in order to portray the Slave-Savior’s diligence, 
faithfulness, and other virtues in the saving service.  In this service He rendered to sinners 
for God. 

In Mark’s Gospel is the fulfillment of the prophecy concerning Christ as the Servant of 
Jehovah in Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; 49:5-7; 50:4-7; 52:13—53:12, and the details of the 
teaching regarding Christ as the Servant of God in Philippians 2:5-11. His diligence in 
labor, His need of food and rest (Mark 3:20-21; 6:31), His anger (3:5), His groaning 
(7:34), and His affection (10:21) display beautifully His humanity in its virtue and 
perfection. His lordship (2:28), His omniscience (2:8), His miraculous power, and His 
authority to cast out demons (1:27; 3:15), to forgive sins (2:7, 10), and to silence the wind 
and the sea (4:39) manifest in full His deity in its glory and honor. Such a Slave served 
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sinners as their Slave-Savior, with His life as their ransom (10:45), for the fulfillment of 
the eternal purpose of God, who’s Slave He was.  
       

        
 
 
 
The relationships between the three synoptic gospels. Source: Honoré, A. M. (1968) A statistical study of 
the synoptic problem. Nov. Test., 10, 95–14 
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OUTLINE 
 

I. The Title (1:1) 

II. Introduction: The Preparation for Jesus’ Public Ministry (1:2–13) 
A. Jesus’ forerunner, John the Baptist (1:2–8) 
B. Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist (1:9–11) 
C. Jesus’ temptation by Satan (1:12–13) 

III. Jesus’ Early Galilean Ministry (1:14–3:6) 
A. Introductory summary: Jesus’ message (1:14–15) 
B. Jesus’ call of four fishermen (1:16–20) 
C. Jesus’ authority over demons and disease (1:21–45) 
D. Jesus’ controversies with Jewish religious leaders in Galilee (2:1–3:5) 
E. Conclusion: Jesus’ rejection by the Pharisees (3:6) 

IV. Jesus’ Later Galilean Ministry (3:7–6:6a) 
A. Introductory summary: Jesus’ activity around the Sea of Galilee (3:7–12) 
B. Jesus’ appointment of the Twelve (3:13–19) 
C. The Beelzebub accusation and Jesus’ identity of His true family (3:20–35) 
D. Jesus’ parables depicting the character of God’s kingdom (4:1–34) 
E. Jesus’ miracles demonstrating His sovereign power (4:35–5:43) 
F. Conclusion: Jesus’ rejection at Nazareth (6:1–6a) 

V. Jesus’ Ministry in and beyond Galilee (6:6b–8:30) 
A. Introductory summary: Jesus’ teaching tour of Galilee (6:6b) 
B. Jesus’ sending forth of the Twelve and John the Baptist’s death 
(6:7–31) 
C. Jesus’ self-disclosure to the Twelve in word and deed (6:32–8:26) 
D. Conclusion: Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ (8:27–30) 

VI. Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem (8:31–10:52) 
A. The first Passion prediction unit (8:31–9:29) 
B. The second Passion prediction unit (9:30–10:31) 
C. The third Passion prediction unit (10:32–45) 
D. Conclusion: The faith of blind Bartimaeus (10:46–52) 

VII. Jesus’ Ministry in and around Jerusalem (11:1–13:37) 
A. Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem (11:1–11) 
B. Jesus’ prophetic signs of God’s judgment on Israel (11:12–26) 
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C. Jesus’ controversy with the Jewish religious leaders in the temple 
courts (11:27–12:44) 
D. Jesus’ prophetic Olivet Discourse to His disciples (chap. 13) 

VIII. Jesus’ Suffering and Death in Jerusalem (chaps. 14–15) 
A. Jesus’ betrayal, the Passover meal, and His disciples’ desertion (14:1–52) 
B. Jesus’ trials, crucifixion, and burial (14:53–15:47) 

IX. Jesus’ Resurrection from the Dead near Jerusalem (16:1–8) 
A. The women’s arrival at the tomb (16:1–5) 
B. The angel’s announcement (16:6–7) 
C. The women’s response to the news of Jesus’ resurrection (16:8) 

X. Disputed Epilogue (16:9–20) 
A. Three of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances (16:9–14) 
B. Jesus’ commission to His followers (16:15–18) 
C. Jesus’ Ascension and the disciples’ ongoing mission (16:19–20)2 

 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK CHAPTER ONE 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
Info@pentwaterbiblechurch.com Toll Free 877-706-2479 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Grassmick, J. D. (1985). Outline of Mark, In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 102). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 




