
Sermon Text: 1 John 4:7-12 Imitation 

You can love one another with godly love because God’s love has been perfected in us through the cross of Christ. 

1) The cross of Christ is the power of our love for one another. 

a) The Power behind our Love—the New Birth and Knowing God: 

i) v. 7b “whoever is loving (present continuous tense) has been born (perfect tense) of God and is knowing 

(present continuous tense) God”—Regeneration/New Birth by God is the power of our love; knowing God is 

the constant fuel of our love 

ii) v. 8 “Anyone who is not loving (present continuous tense) has not known (undefined aspect) God, because 

God is love”—lack of love is due to ignorance of God; not merely intellectual ignorance, but experiential 

knowledge of His Person; this knowledge does not leave one unchanged/unloving 

iii) v. 12b “if we are loving (present continuous tense) one another, God is abiding (present continuous tense) in 

us, and His love has been perfected (perfect tense) in us”—the love of God brought to maturity in us is the 

source of our love for one another; His abiding presence is the constant fuel of our love 

b) The Power behind the New Birth and Knowing God—the Cross: 

i) v. 9 “In this the love of God was manifest among us, that God sent His only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through Him.”—God “sent” His Son that we might live (regeneration) 

ii) v. 10c “He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”—these lines are in poetic 

parallelism so that “sent His Son into the world, so that we might live through Him” is parallel in thought to 

“sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” 

iii) The Atonement of Jesus Christ is the power behind our regeneration and knowledge of God’s love. 

c) The Power behind the Cross—the Love of God:  

i) v. 10a “In this is love”—real love is found here 

ii) v. 10b “not that we loved God”—our love for God is derivative and dependent, not ultimate 

iii) v. 10c “but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins”—God’s love stands behind 

the cross, and thus behind our regeneration, and thus, behind our love for one another 

d) Application: The New-Old Commandment is love (2:7-10).  God gives what He commands. 

2) The cross of Christ is the imperative of our love for one another. 

a) v. 11a “Beloved”—hear the command to love one another as one who is beloved by God (see above!) 

b) v. 11b “if God so loved us”—“so” or “in this manner,” namely, through the cross of Christ 

c) v. 11c “we also ought to love one another”—love of fellow believers is a moral imperative 

d) Application: Through the cross, Christ lays claim to the souls of God’s people, therefore, He has the Divine right 

to command our inner obedience (1 Cor. 6:19-20; Rom. 14:7-8). 

3) The cross of Christ is the pattern of our love for one another. 

a) v. 11b “if God so loved us”—“so” means “in this manner” or “in this way”—God loved us through the cross, thus 

the cross becomes the pattern for our obedience (3:16-18) 

b) v. 12 “No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God is abiding in us and His love has been perfected in 

us.”—God’s character is displayed through the love between Christians 

c) Application: 

i) Glorify God by loving one another. 

ii) Love one another out of the strength of God’s love for you as His “beloved” (v. 11a). 

iii) Love based on grace not merit (4:19).  Love sacrificially not conveniently (3:16).  Love practically (3:17).  Love 

truly (3:18). 

 Doxology: To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood and made us a kingdom, priests to His God 

and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  Amen.—Revelation 1:5b-6 


