
BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS
SATAN, THE HINDERER

1 THESSALONIANS 2:13-20 (VS 18)

Introduction
We have so many news channels on television these days, we can get an
unending stream of things to talk about and worry about.  (The economy,
terrorism, natural disasters, corruption) Talk shows are popular on the radio
and on television.  Many things are discussed and people get stirred up about a
lot of issues in our day. 

If we are not careful we will allow our minds to be filled with the cares of this
world rather than on the things of the Lord!

It bothers me that so many believers come to Church and do not seem to have
the Lord on their mind!  They have little to say about the Lord and a lot to say
about other things!

It also bothers me that so many believers are concerned about so many
different problems in our society and yet they don't seem to recognize the
strategies of our adversary–the Devil!

They have not heeded 1 Peter 5:8–“Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour:”

SATAN IS REAL!  He is not some red cartoon character with horns and
carrying a pitch fork!

The Bible shows him to be the great deceiver!
The Bible shows him to be the great distracter!
The Bible shows him to be the great destroyer! (nations, Churches,

families, individuals)

In our text in verse 18, we see that Paul had a desire to go to the saints in
Thessolonica, but he said that SATAN HINDERED HIM!
One of the things that Satan is good at is HINDERING!

Satan tries to hinder a sinner from coming TO Christ.
Satan tries to hinder saints from conquering IN Christ.
Satan tries to hinder Churches from counting FOR Christ.
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I. SATAN LOVES TO HINDER THROUGH FALSE DOCTRINE!
Genesis 3:1–“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the
field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”

Genesis 3:4-5–“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil.”

2 Corinthians 11:13-15–“For such are false apostles, deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no
marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as
the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their
works.”

Satan is the master counterfeiter:
Almost everything God does, Satan has a counterfeit for it.

A. Satan Has His Own "Scriptures." 
(Matthew 4:6, Cf.  Psalm 91:9-16)
1. He misquotes verses!
2. He pulls verses out of context! 
3. He uses truth mixed with error! 
4. He likes to add to the Word! 
5. He loves to take away from the Word!
6. He will do ANYTHING to confuse the Word!

B. Satan Has His Own "Spirit." (1 John 4:1)
We had better make sure that the spirit we are listening to is the
Holy Spirit!  

C. Satan Has His Own "Shepherds."   (2 Peter 2:1-3)
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SATAN LOVES TO HINDER THROUGH FALSE DOCTRINE.
II. SATAN LOVES TO HINDER THROUGH FRUSTRATING

CIRCUMSTANCES!
A. Sometimes Satan Uses The Frustrating Circumstances Of

Failing Health!
2 Corinthians 12:7–“And lest I should be exalted above
measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was
given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.”
1. Satan Will Try To Keep You From Worshiping!

2. Satan Will Try To Keep You From Working!

3. Satan Will Try To Keep You From Witnessing!
                          

B. Sometimes Satan Uses The Frustrating Circumstances Of
Financial Temptations!
1. Financial Temptation Might Involve Financial

Pressure!
“ How are we going to pay our bills?”
Trust self and its resources?  Get over our heads in
debt?  Overtime?  Another job?  Or Trust GOD?

2. Financial Temptation Might Involve Financial
Prosperity!
There aren’t many wealthy people who are
Bible-believing fundamental Christians who are also
serving God faithfully in a local Church.

1 Timothy 6:9–“But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and
perdition.”
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3. Financial Temptation Might Involve Financial
Poverty!
Some are tempted to rob God.
Some can develop a welfare mentality.
Some are tempted to get the wrong kind of job.

C. Sometimes Satan Uses The Frustrating Circumstances Of
Failures!  (Luke 22:31-32)
Exp–Peter denying the Lord 3 times.  He went back to fishing
and the resurrecte:d Lord came to Him in John 21:15.

Paul charged Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

D. Sometimes Satan Uses The Frustrating Circumstances Of
Foes!
Exp–Remember in 1 Kings 19 after Elijah had slain the
prophets of Baal what happened?  Jezebel had Elijah on the run
and to the point of wanting God to take his life!

SATAN LOVES TO HINDER THROUGH FALSE DOCTRINE...
THROUGH FRUSTRATING CIRCUMSTANCES...

III. SATAN LOVES TO HINDER THROUGH FAMILY AND
FRIENDS!  
Remember Job’s wife?   Job 2:9–“Then said his wife unto him, Dost
thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.”
A. Satan May Stir Someone You Love To Discourage You! 

B. Satan May Stir Someone You Love To Disgrace You!

C. Satan May Stir Someone You Love To Distract You!
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CONCLUSION
We all need to understand that as long as we are on this earth, Satan is going
to try and hinder us from doing the LORD’s will for our lives!

If you are lost, he will do everything he can to keep you from getting saved!

If you are saved, he will do everything he can to keep you from being effective
for God!  

Why does he do that? He hates God!  He hates God’s children!  He knows he
only has a short time left and he wants to wreak all the havoc he can!

But listen, how we respond to Satan’s  hindering is up to us!
Are we going to be like Demas? 

Are we going to be like Jesus?   I'm glad Jesus didn't quit!

Are we going to be like Paul?  The apostle Paul didn't quit!

We’re all going to be hindered, so let’s not be ignorant of Satan’s devices!

Let’s not quit! (Ephesians 6:10ff)
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