
DON’T BE FOOLISH
VARIOUS SCRIPTURES

INTRODUCTION
The Bible has a lot to say about fools.    The word “fool” is mentioned 62
times in the Bible.

The plural form of the word, “fools”  is used 42 times in the Bible.
The word “foolish” is mentioned 52 times.

The Illustrated Oxford Dictionary defines a “fool” as “one who acts unwisely
or imprudently; a stupid person.”  When used as a verb, to “fool” someone
means “to deceive or to trick them so as to cause them to appear foolish or to
cause them to do something foolish.”  

“Foolish” is defined as “lacking good sense or judgment; unwise.”

Nobody likes to be made to look like a fool do they?   Has that ever happened
to you–has anybody made you look like a fool?   Now, most of us don’t need
any help in looking foolish anyway.  I know I sure don’t!  I can do a good job
most of the time without anyone else’s aid!    

We can understand from how the words fool, fools, and foolish are used in the
Scriptures that God does not us want to be foolish!  He doesn’t want us to be 
fools!

All of us have done some foolish things in our lives at some time or the other
without the aid of others!  I am talking about those things that we look back in
our lives and we say, “What in the world was I thinking?”   The fact of the
matter is that most of the time we weren’t thinking!  And even the times when
we were thinking, our thinking was terribly flawed!

If you think you have never done anything foolish, just stick around awhile! 
You’ll join the rest of us in due time!   We all have our moments at some time
in our lives!

I look back at my life (especially in my childhood and teenage years) and
wonder how I lived through some of the foolish things I did!  If it weren’t for
the grace of God I would have been dead or maimed a long time ago!
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In reality,  we all are foolish sometimes!  We are all fools!  You may say,
preacher talk about yourself, but don’t call me a fool!   Like I said, nobody
likes to be called a fool do they?  

But the fact of the matter is, we have all been foolish at one time or another
and could rightly be called a fool!  

Let’s look at some areas that the Bible warns us about being foolish in:

I. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SIN!
Psalm 5:4-5--“For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in
wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee. The foolish shall not
stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.”
A. If You Are Lost You Are A Fool To Think That You Are

Going To Get By With Your Sin!
Some are foolish enough to think that their sin is not great
enough to matter.
Proverbs 11:7–“When a wicked man dieth, his expectation
shall perish: and the hope of unjust men perisheth.”

B. If You Are Saved You Are A Fool To Think That You Are
Going To Get By With Your Sin!  (Hebrews 12:5-11)
When you were growing up did you ever do something wrong
thinking you were going to get by with it?

If we did get by with it, it is probably because we weren’t
caught.  

I’m glad my mom and dad didn’t have the attributes of God! 
Aren’t you?

Nothing gets by God, though!
Hebrews 4:13–“Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto
the eyes of him with whom we have to do.”
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II. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SPIRITUAL
THINGS!
A. The Lost Are Foolish In The Matter Of Spiritual Things.

Psalm 14:1; 53:1–“The fool hath said in his heart, There is
no God.”

 
Romans 1:21–“Because that, when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. 22Professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools,”

B. God’s Children Can Also Be Foolish In The Matter Of
Spiritual Things.
Jeremiah 4:22–“For my people is foolish, they have not
known me; they are sottish (i.e. silly; foolish) children, and
they have none understanding: they are wise to do evil, but to
do good they have no knowledge.” 

Jeremiah 5:4–“Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they
are foolish: for they know not the way of the LORD, nor the
judgment of their God.”

III. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SALVATION!
Galatians 3:1-3–“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that
ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been
evidently set forth, crucified among you? 2This only would I learn of
you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith? 3Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made
perfect by the flesh?” 
A. You Dare Not Add Nothing To It.

B. You Dare Not Take Anything Away From It.
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IV. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SCRIPTURE!
Matthew 7:26–“And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his
house upon the sand: 27And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great
was the fall of it.”

God has given us His Word for us to take heed to it, not for us to
ignore it!

V. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SUFFERING! 
Job 2:9-10–“Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine
integrity? curse God, and die. But he said unto her, Thou speakest as
one of the foolish women speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the
hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin
with his lips.”

Don’t blame God when trouble comes into your life!  That’s foolish!

Don’t get bitter at God when trouble comes into your life!  That’s
foolish!

VI. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SPEECH!
If there is any area I get into trouble more than any place else, its with
my speech.

We need to be careful about our speech!

2 Timothy 2:23–“But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing
that they do gender strifes.”

Titus 3:9–“But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and
contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and
vain.”
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Ephesians 5:3-4–“But fornication, and all uncleanness, or
covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not
convenient: but rather giving of thanks. 

We need to guard our mouths that they don’t get us into trouble!

We need to think before we speak so that we don’t wind up chewing
on our foot!

VII. DON’T BE FOOLISH IN THE MATTER OF SECURITY!
(Luke 12:15-21) 
Luke 12:20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast
provided? 

Conclusion
Are you a fool?  

If you haven’t trusted Jesus Christ for salvation you are!
Why not come trust Jesus today!  
You know you are a sinner!  
You know God is going to judge sin!
Jesus is the only way to God!

If you are saved and you are living in sin or are not living for Jesus Christ you
are a fool. (Spiritual things)

If you are not appropriating all that God has given you then you are a fool.
(Scripture)

If you are bitter against God for something that has happened or is happening
then you are a fool.  (Suffering)

If your tongue is out of control then you are a fool. (Speech)
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