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This morning when we declare that Jesus is worthy of honor and praise and that he is due 
a position higher than ourselves, there are some of you here today who say, "I struggle 
with that. I struggle putting Jesus in the place that he needs to be." There are others of 
you who say, "I've got this one. I've got that one taken care of." Allow me to warn you: 
you may need the message more than those who say, "I struggle with this," because today
we're going to be challenged by the word of God how do we allow Jesus his proper place 
in our lives.

Let's pray as we prepare to be challenged today.

Lord, all week we have heard conflicting information. Lord, we have been saturated with
data, communication and verbiage that more often than not flies completely contrary to 
what you're going to share with us today. So Lord, I pray that somehow as only you can 
do supernaturally, would you silence the voices? Lord, would you allow it to be that in 
this place as we are studying your word, that your voice would be the only voice we hear 
so that you can have the proper place that you deserve in our lives? It is in the name of 
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

This morning I want to encourage you to open your Bibles to the Gospel of John 3. As 
you're turning to John 3, today we're going to study a character, in fact, the behavior of a 
character that we looked at a few weeks ago, a man by the name of John the Baptist, a 
man whom the Scriptures say was the greatest to ever be born. And yet today, he's going 
to demonstrate for us something that is very difficult and does not come naturally to any 
of us, it's called humility. To submit to or to surrender or to agree that there is somebody 
or something that is in charge and that we are not. 

Today's message does not come naturally to humanity but allow me to share with you 
something. Somebody gave me this years ago. We're doing our absolute best in our home
to convey this to our children, that any time or every time you walk into a room, the first 
question you need to ask is, "Who's in charge?" because it's probably not you. When you 
walk into a retail establishment or to a restaurant or to a place of business, unless you're 
the CEO you're not in charge, somebody else is. But some of you may be thinking, "Well,
I am the CEO. I do own the business." And some of you may be thinking, "Well, there 
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are times that there is nobody around and I'm all by myself and it is at those moments that
I am in charge." Well, contrary to that opinion, here in John 3, John the Baptist, the man 
whom the Lord says was the greatest to be born, is going to say that even he humbled 
himself before the Lord, even he submitted himself to Jesus' authority in his life and he 
serves as an incredible example and challenge for us today.

Beginning in John 3:22, it says,

22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; 
and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 23 And John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: 
and they came, and were baptized. 24 For John was not yet cast into 
prison. 25 Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples 
and the Jews about purifying. 26 And they came unto John, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom you bore 
witness, behold, the same is baptizing, and all men come to him. 27 John 
answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him 
from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the 
Christ, but that I am sent before him. 29 He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which stands and hears him,
rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is
fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 

What a statement of humility, that Jesus Christ in our lives must increase and we must 
decrease. 

So what do the words of John the Baptist, the actions of John the Baptist, what does it 
teach us today about how to actually implement this in our lives? I think the first thing we
need to realize from the life of John the Baptist are what are the challengers to humility. 
What are the things that come into our life, what are the things that present themselves 
into our lives that offer a challenge that tell us that we should not be humble, that 
communicate to us that surely we control our own destiny, we know what we're doing?

Well, the first challenge is distractions. I want you to notice at the very beginning of this 
passage what was distracting: the size of the crowd. Notice how many people. It says 
they came to him, they were flocked with people. How easy is it for us to get distracted 
by the voice of the crowd? Now, humorously speaking, if you go and see an illusionist, 
one of the tricks of their trade is they distract you with their voice or with their actions. 
They get you to look one way while they're doing something with another. As we come 
to the end of what we call March Madness, this great basketball season, one of the things 
that we see is at the free throw line fans have become experts in distractions. Sometimes 
it's the things they say, the things they don't say, the actions they do. There are some 
places now that during a free throw opportunity, they actually have a screen that they pull
aside and there are students that are performing dramatic presentations during the free 
throw because we know that if our focus can get where it does not need to be, it is 
difficult to accomplish what we've been designed to do.
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What was the distraction here? The voice of the crowd. Let me share with you the 
greatest distraction to keep Jesus in the wrongful place in your life is the voice of the 
masses. Let me be more specific: social media, 24 hour network news, and everything 
else that communicates and tells us everything we want to hear and very little of what we 
need to hear. Let me give you just some information. Most of what you hear about you on
social media is not true. It doesn't matter how many times it's been liked or shared. It 
doesn't matter. Why? Because what was happening here is the crowd was so big, they 
said, "Oh, John the Baptist, you are everything that we hoped you would be." And he 
said, "Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa, I'm not who you think I am." One of the biggest dangers
in your life is if you actually start believing the headlines that are written about you. 
When you actually start believing what people are saying about you, you're allowing 
yourself to be distracted and not listening to what the Lord himself has said about you.

But it's not just a distraction, there is also a deception. Notice what happens in this 
passage, that the Jews come and they begin to argue, they begin to question and say, 
"Well, why are you doing this?" and they begin to argue about purifying. These are the 
same individuals that came earlier to John at Jordan and inquired about his baptism. The 
same individuals who John the Baptist said, "Will you not repent as well?" And yet they 
came to argue and they began to question. You know, there is one in Scripture known as 
the deceiver, his name is Satan, and when he came to Adam and Eve in the garden of 
Eden, do you remember what his first statement was? "Yea, hath God said?" He was 
deceiving humanity. He was twisting things. Can I get you to believe something that is 
not true? In other words, allow me to say and twist and turn so that you allow yourself to 
be in a position you don't deserve and take the Lord out of the position that he does.

Speaking of deception, some years ago I found myself in a position that I hope I'm never 
in again. I have a dear friend of mine that is a marital crisis expert. This is what this guy 
does, he works with couples who the bags are already packed, the living quarters are 
already separate, they're on their last line, the attorneys have been contacted, there is just 
a small glimmer of hope but he and his wife, they invest and they intervene in these 
couples' lives with the grace and the goodness of God. He's got more patience than I 
could ever imagine. 

One day he called me up. We lived in the same area at the time. He said, "Jeff, what are 
you doing?" I said, "Actually, I'm going from one meeting to the next. What can I do for 
you, friend?" He said, "Well, I was wondering, can you cancel that next meeting? I need 
your help." And I said, "What's going on?" He said, "I'm on my way to an intervention." 
He said, "I'm on my way to somebody's house. There is a domestic dispute that's 
happening between this couple that I'm working with and I need you there with me." I 
said, "I don't know what I'm doing. I'm not a licensed counselor. I'm not a family 
therapist." I said, "What do you need me for?" He said, "1. I need a witness. 2. I need you
to call 911 if it gets real bad." I said, "Okay."

So I called in, I canceled my appointment and I showed up to the address that he told me. 
As I got out of my car on the street, I could hear them yelling inside the house. I got 
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inside the house, horrible things that were being said. The volume was atrocious and I 
can actually share with you, though there was no technical flesh on flesh contact, there 
were plates that were being thrown. I mean, it was as horrible a scene as I've ever seen in 
my life between a husband and a wife and I never desire to see it again. My friend 
entered the picture. Remember, I'm just there for moral support. He enters in on the scene
and he gets everybody's attention. He finally gets them to be seated and to be quiet and he
asked them to do something. He says, "Just do me this one favor." He gets them to be 
quiet. He gets them to close their eyes and as their eyes are closed, he takes out what we 
would call kind of a sticky note and a Sharpie. He scribbles something on it. I have no 
idea what he's doing but what he did was one of the most brilliant things I've ever seen in 
my life. He took those Post-it notes and he stuck it on the foreheads of each one of them. 
They are about 4-5 feet from each other, facing each other. He said, "On the count of 3, I 
want you to open your eyes and read the Post-it note on your spouse's forehead." He 
counted to 3. They opened their eyes and this is what the note said. "I am not the enemy."
They began to smirk. They began to kind of smile a little bit and he communicated with 
them that the real enemy, the real one who wants to tear apart our lives and tear apart our 
marriages and tear apart our finances is the enemy known as the devil and Satan, the 
great deceiver.

So let me tell you how you've been deceived. You've been deceived to think that it really 
is flesh and blood, but what does the Bible say in Ephesians 6? We don't wrestle against 
flesh and blood but against principalities and powers and rulers of darkness. In Matthew 
16, Jesus is asking the disciples, "Who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter said, "Oh, 
you're the Christ. You're the Son of the living God." Later on, Jesus begins to explain that
because of that statement he will allow himself to be placed on a cross, he will bleed out 
in front of humanity and take on the world's sin. Do you remember what Simon Peter 
says? "Oh, no, no! Not you, Jesus! You're too important for that. I'll make sure it doesn't 
happen." Do you remember what he said to Simon Peter? "Get behind me, Satan." In 
other words, it wasn't flesh and blood, it was what was behind those words and what was 
behind those actions.

You see, in this story when they are arguing with John the Baptist over the purification, 
the Jews, what John the Baptist is communicating to us that we need to desperately hear 
today is that there is a deceiver who wants to twist and turn and to make you think that 
you are owed, you deserve, or your rightful place is in the primary place of life and I've 
got news for you, you were created and designed to ride second saddle. By the way, 
second saddle, that's Texan for being the passenger, not the driver. You were designed to 
have the Lord be the driver and the pursuer of the things of your life.

But that's the struggle. You see, the distractions of life and the deceptions of life 
oftentimes come at us from all angles and we think, "I've got this. I know best how to do 
things." If John the Baptist said, "I'm going to let him be in charge, not me," then who are
we to think that we know more than he does?

Then John the Baptist begins to clarify it. What does this look like in our life? Notice 
what happens. Again he has to repeat something that he has said before in verse 28, "I am

Page 4 of 10



not the Messiah. I am not the Christ." Now, you think, why does he have to continually 
remind them of who he is? It's because we as humanity are not near as smart as we think 
we are and what he's doing, he's giving us some definitions. Now, I know many of you 
have most likely participated in, attended or been a part of your own wedding and so we 
think we understand we've got all the parts, right? But we don't seem to understand this. 
You see, when you're a part of a wedding, we have the bride and we have the groom and 
we have the attendants and the family and the pastor and the musicians. But one of the 
things that I have to remind people of at every rehearsal that I do for every wedding that I
do and, by the way, people ask all the time, "Well, how many weddings have you done?" 
I don't have a clue. You see, when you've done something more times than you know 
how many times you've done it, you've just done it a lot. But let me share with you what 
happens at almost every single wedding rehearsal I've ever been privileged to be a part of.
Somebody wants to share with the bride or the groom how their wedding went or what 
they did at their wedding, or if we would stand here, it would be better. I've got news for 
you: it's not your wedding. And one of the things that I communicate at a rehearsal and 
some of y'all are going to think, "Oh, pastor, you're mean." I'm not mean, I'm just there 
for the bride and the groom, not for you. That being said, at the rehearsal, one of the 
things I do is I introduce the coordinator, I introduce the bride, I introduce the groom, and
I say, "I've got news for you: whatever they want, they're getting. We don't care what you
did at your wedding. We don't care what song you sang at your wedding and we really 
don't care where you stood at your wedding. This is not your wedding."

Understand, John the Baptist is saying, "I don't care how bad you want me to be, I don't 
care how good you think it would be, I am not the Christ. Jesus is the bridegroom." Now, 
why is that important? Because in those days much like in our days, the role of the 
bridegroom was the same. It was the groom whose responsibility was to seek after and to 
solicit the affection of the bride. It was the groom's responsibility to bear the price of a 
wedding ring, a token of great value. It was the groom's responsibility to ask the bride if 
she would receive his offer of a relationship. Is that not what Jesus Christ is supposed to 
be in our lives? He is the one that loves us unconditionally. He is the one that desires a 
relationship with us more than we probably do ourselves. And what has he done? He's 
paid a price. Oh no, it's not a ring made of platinum or gold or whatever other precious 
material. According to 1 Corinthians 6, he has bought us. The price was his blood. And 
what does he do? He offers us a relationship. He seeks us out and says, "Will you receive 
this relationship?"

You see, what John the Baptist is doing by giving us these definitions by saying, "He's 
the bridegroom and I'm the friend of the groom," he's making it very clear it's Jesus who 
loves us unconditionally. It's Jesus who is going to pay the price. And it is Jesus who is 
asking us to reciprocate and to receive that relationship. He's given us clarity because 
when we understand this definition, then we are the bride. We are the one who is loved. 
We are the one who has had a price paid on our behalf. And we are the ones as we're 
going to see in just a moment, who have the opportunity to receive and to reciprocate that
relationship.
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But more than that, what he does is he brings for us a distinction. Notice what he calls 
himself. "I am the friend of the bridegroom." Now, this is one of those things where we 
have to kind of look back through history and time and tradition but I don't know if 
you've ever noticed that when it comes to a wedding ceremony, the roles of the attendees 
do not reciprocate. In other words, you have the bride and the groom, you have the maid 
or matron of honor whether she is single or married, who stands in attendance next to the 
bride, but then on the guy's side you have the best man. Have you ever thought of that, 
why isn't there a best woman? Or why is he not the man of honor? They use different 
language whether it's the bride's side or the groom's side. And have you ever thought, 
why is he called the best man? Well, for those of you who in the near future are going to 
have a best man in your life, in your wedding, or maybe you're going to be the best man 
in somebody else's wedding, or maybe you're just going to attend a wedding, allow me to 
give you a pastoral perspective of the three things that a best man must do in order for a 
wedding to go smoothly.

Best man, rule 1: make sure that all the guys show up at the right time, at the right place, 
wearing the right thing. That's your job. Brides do not get happy when guys are late to the
wedding. They're not happy when they're not wearing the right things. So, guys, that's 
your job. Rule 2 for a best man is to make sure that all those that are participating 
whether they're musicians, pastors, whoever, are rightfully compensated in whatever's 
been agreed to previously. And rule 3 and probably most important: make sure that the 
rings are in the right place at the right time. 

Now, I remember some years ago we were walking onto the platform to do a wedding 
and it was one of those ceremonies, the way the bride designed it, all the guys would 
stand at attention and the ladies would come singularly. They didn't go in couples and 
split and such. And I remember as we were walking out the door, I turned to the best man
and I said, "You do have the rings, don't you?" I mean, silver dollar eyes. I mean, he 
freaked out. He did a 40 yard dash to his pickup truck. He looked like Ezekiel Elliot in a 
tuxedo is what he looked like. He goes running out. He had left the rings in his vehicle.

One time I had a best man that was so nervous about handing me the rings and he was 
sweating the entire service, that when he did so, they slipped. He dropped them. It hit the 
step of the church and rolled all the way down the center aisle.

But in John the Baptist's day when he says, "I'm the friend of the groom," when he says, 
"I'm the best man," it was more than just rings, it was more than just compensation, it was
more than making sure the guys showed up in time. If you've ever wondered why the 
term best man, well, in those days there were times where someone would have an 
affection for, they would have a love for somebody who was not embraced by their 
family. They would have a love for somebody that was not a part of their tribe or their 
clan or their people group and so when that relationship, when they desired for marriage 
to take place, the only word I can use and it's a horrible word but it's the best word to 
describe it, the groom would go and "kidnap" the bride-to-be to be his wife and he would 
call the best man for the job to help him out.
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Now, we're all grateful and thankful that that's not played out physically in our world 
today but I want you to think of it in terms of spirituality. When John the Baptist says, 
"I'm not the Christ. I am the friend of the bridegroom. I'm the best man," what he is 
saying is, by being in a position of submission, by being in a position of recognizing 
Jesus' authority, he's basically saying, "I'm assisting Jesus in his endeavors." And do you 
know that that's what happened in your life? Do you realize that at the moment that you 
called out to Jesus to save you, at the moment that you pleaded for forgiveness in 
salvation, do you know what Jesus did with you? He took you out of the kingdom of 
darkness. He took you, according to John 8, away from your father's house, who in John 
8 said, it is Satan if you do not believe. He took you out of that house, he took you out of 
the kingdom of darkness, and he brought you into his marvelous light.

So when John the Baptist says, "Hey, I'm just the best man," what he's giving clarity to is 
that Jesus' role in our life is that he takes us out of the darkness, he takes us out of the 
grip of the deceiver and the enemy, and he brings us into his grace, in his mercy, in his 
light. So we see with clarity why should Jesus have a proper position in our life because 
he's the one who saved us, he's the one who forgave us and he's the one who rescues us.

But then there is this final verse that we read, verse 30. It's one of those verses that just 
kind of rolls off your tongue and it will so for days. "He must increase. I must decrease." 
The conclusion of this passage when we talk about humility, when we talk about how to 
have a right position and standing in comparison to Jesus Christ, I want you to notice the 
chronology here. We see that there is a certain determination: he must. Not most likely. 
Not, well, if the timing is right. Not if it's convenient. He must increase. Let me tell you 
how this is determined. If you haven't let me encourage you to read the last couple of 
chapters of your Bible. There is coming a time where the heavens are going to open up 
and Jesus Christ himself is going to personally descend. The Bible says that upon his 
descension, there is a battle that takes place called the battle of Armageddon, and after a 
judgment consumes, he sits on his throne – listen – forever and ever. What does your 
Bible say? He must increase. I've got news for you, your best friend and for the United 
Nations: you can't stop it. He must increase. There is nothing that we can do to change it 
or to stop it. It is going to happen. Jesus Christ is going to increase.

Notice the last statement: you are going to decrease. According to Philippians 2, it says 
that every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. So there
are times that we are defiant, we are rebellious, we are sinful against the desires that the 
Lord has for our lives. There is a determination, there is coming a day, the Bible records 
it at the end of chapter 20 of the book of Revelation where it says the dead small and 
great come and they are brought before the throne of God and there, that final judgment 
commences. I've got news for all of humanity: every one of us, it doesn't matter your 
position, it doesn't matter your level of education, it doesn't matter the size of your bank 
account, one day every one of us is going to drop to our knees in front of Jesus and we're 
going to confess he is Lord. 

And notice what the verse says, not I might decrease, he must increase, I must decrease. 
It's been determined, folks. There is nothing you can do to change it. When it comes to 
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what is the position that the Lord should have in our lives and how do we humble 
ourselves, realize he is going to be elevated and we will be decreased in his presence. 
That being said, it leaves you and I today a decision, a decision that must be made 
because if you wait, if you wait until the time of that final judgment, if you wait until this 
life is past, I've got some bad news for you: the Bible says for those in Revelation 20, for 
those who are at that place where they are forced to bow and they are forced to surrender 
and they are forced into humility, the Bible says they are cast into the lake of fire. But for
those who made that conscious decision, who humbled themselves in the presence of 
Almighty God, he makes it real clear: go into everlasting life prepared by the Father for 
you. You see, the decision we have is: do we allow the Lord to have the rightful position 
in our life that he should now?

Some years ago, in fact, I can be more specific, when I was 16 years of age, something in
my life happened that changed my life, I got a driver's license. And I know that changes a
lot of lives but let me share with you how it changed mine. About a month before, I had 
my baseball coach come up to me and he said, "Jeff, we need to have a real serious talk 
about next year." Our high school was moving up a division. We were going to a larger 
arena of schools, so to speak. The competition was going to get more stiff. He said, "Jeff, 
we need to talk about your size, son. I need you to get bigger." I said, "Coach, I can't 
grow any taller. Man, I'm doing all I can." He said, "No, to be honest with you, your 
shortness isn't a problem because you've got a smaller strike zone. That's not bad." He 
said, "But you need to get stronger. You need to get more powerful. You need to get 
faster or I'm going to have a difficult time allowing you to play."

Well, the day I turned 16, I not only received a driver's license, I went down across town 
and I acquired my first gym membership. I joined a gym and I began to work out. Five, 
six days a week, I would have two hours a day. It became an obsession with me. I know 
what some of you are thinking, "Well, it's been a long time." I know. I know. I don't look 
like it now. In fact, let me go ahead and tell you: I do have a disease, I suffer from chest-
to-drawer disease. My chest is dropping to my drawers, folks. I don't, it's part of life. It's 
happening. That being said, I realize this is a story of a long time ago but there was a time
that I spent a lot of time in a gym. Just trust me.

So there I was doing everything I could to get stronger, to get more powerful, because I 
had a desire, more than anything I wanted to put on that uniform, more than anything, I 
wanted to play the game. Well, as anything that you do of a physical endeavor, there 
comes plateaus, there comes peaks, there comes struggles, and I remember there were 
some individuals at the gym that I was a part of, many of them had won championships in
power lifting, some of them had competed at a very high level when it comes to what we 
know as body building. I remember one day they pulled me aside, these are guys that had
become friends of mine over time, and they said, "Jeff, you know, you're doing all that 
you can but sometimes you just need a little help." And I said, "What are you talking 
about?" And they introduced me to the world of what we know as supplements, those 
items that take the nutrition that's already in your body and they process a little better. So 
they began to share with me things about proteins, amino acids, all these other things. 
And I'll never forget they gave me a directive, they said, "This is where I would start if I 
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were you." And so I went to the store and I purchased exactly what they told me to 
purchase and I remember opening the container and there in my hand were the largest 
pills I had ever seen in my life. These are like what you give horses out in Texas. These 
things are huge.

You say, "Well, why is that such a problem?" At 16 years of age, I had never swallowed 
a pill in my life and my dad's a pharmacist. I don't know if it was just rebellion against 
my dad but I wasn't going to swallow a pill. I remember my dad getting so upset with me 
and he was trained back in the days where they did what we call compounding where you
make mixtures of medicines and he would grind up those pills and the whole time he'd be
arguing thinking, "You would think that at your age you could swallow a pill." I mean, I 
just had a mental block. My parents tried everything. They put it in food. I'd find the pill 
and I'd spit it out. I mean, I wasn't going to swallow a pill. I mean, they did what I call the
puppy dog trick, you know that where you put it in their throat and you rub your throat 
and try to get it down. Nothing could work. Nothing.

That day I remember being in my car with those pills in my hand. I had a real important 
decision to make. Do I really want to go to the next stage? Do I really want to be where I 
want to be? Or do I want to just settle for what I've been? Did you know that the first pill 
that I swallowed was a horse pill. That would have been a lot easier if it had been an 
aspirin, ibuprofen or something of that nature. But why do that? Because I made a 
decision that I didn't want to settle for what I had been but wanted to go to what I knew I 
could be.

When we talk about humility, when we talk about putting the Lord in the place he's 
supposed to be and allowing ourselves to be in the place that we know we should be, 
listen, that's a hard pill to swallow. Let me tell you why: because that means that there are
times in your life where you're going to recognize he knows more than you know. He 
knows better than you. And it doesn't matter what level of education or how much money
you have or the networking in your system, that what you discover is that he knows 
better. Listen, he knows better how to manage your marriage than you do. He knows 
better how to raise your children than you do. He knows better how to run your business 
than you do. He knows better how to do everything in life better than you do. 

Listen, that's a hard pill to swallow because we live in a culture today that says you can 
be anything you want to be. You know, that's a lie from the pit of hell. You say, "Why do
you know?" Okay, I want to be an NBA basketball player. Oh, I thought I could be 
anything I want to be? What you discover is that he has designed you to be what he's 
called you to be and it's a hard pill to swallow to say, "Okay, God, I'm going to listen to 
your voice. I'm going to heed your instruction." John the Baptist was the greatest. If there 
was anybody who could say, "Oh, I've got this. I can do anything I want." It could've 
been him, but what did he say, "He must increase and I must decrease."

Let's pray with our heads bowed, our eyes closed. You know, maybe you're that person 
today, maybe you're that person today, you've spent your entire life trying to increase, 
you've spent all of your energy and, yes, even fortune, trying to become that which you 
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desire rather than yielding to the Lord's plan in your life. Maybe you're that person today 
that you realize this is more than just about jobs and marriages, this is about eternity. And
maybe you're that individual who realized that you spent your entire existence trying to 
mold and shape your life when Jesus has such a better plan. If you're that person this 
morning, let me encourage you not to jump through a bunch of religious hoops or sign up
for another class or seminar, but just have a very serious conversation with God. You 
don't have to have this conversation out loud, you don't even have to have this 
conversation in the same verbiage or wording that I would use, but maybe your 
conversation with God today would go a little something like this. "God, you know me 
better than I know myself. You know that I've given it my all. I've tried with every fiber 
of my being and I still come up short. I've tried to manage my life. God, I've tried to 
control my life and it's unmanageable and it's uncontrollable. But I do understand today 
that there is an answer to my problem. There is an answer to my sin. God, I've tried doing
it my way and, God, I want to submit today and finally do it yours. Lord, I believe that 
I'm the problem and Jesus is the answer. I believe that Jesus loved me so much that he 
was born on my behalf. Lord, I believe he loved me so much he lived a sinless life on my 
behalf. Lord, I believe he loved me so much he died on the cross and rose from the dead 
so that I could be forgiven and I could be saved. And God, today I'm ready to humble 
myself. I'm ready to submit. I'm ready to surrender and allow you to control the reins of 
my life. God, I admit I am a sinner. I have messed up and I'm asking you, Jesus, to 
forgive me and to save me. In the best way I know how, I just want to turn my life over to
you."

With our heads still bowed, our eyes still closed, maybe you're that person today who had
that conversation with God. We would love the privilege of just having a conversation 
with you. Maybe today there are other issues or struggles or difficulties that you're having
putting the Lord in the right place, maybe it's in your business life, maybe it's in your 
school life, maybe it's in your marriage relationships, friendships, whatever it may be, we
would love the privilege of having a conversation with you as to how the Lord can work 
in and through your life when he's in the right place in your life.

Lord, as we come to this time of invitation, thank you that all the baggage that we 
brought with us today, all the stuff and all the junk of life, that you are fully prepared to 
unload it, you are fully prepared to unpack it, you are fully prepared to deliver us from 
the weight of this life. But Lord, we understand today that we've got to allow you that 
position and help us, God. Help us to swallow this difficult pill of surrendering and 
submitting and humbling ourselves in your presence. It is in the name of Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen.

I'm going to ask you to stand with me as our team leads us. Whatever decision, we'll be 
here at the front.
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