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I want to tell you an interesting Easter related story today that comes from Acts 25-26.  It is a 
story that took place about 30 years after Jesus Christ had risen from the dead. 
 
In the autumn of AD 60, a historical event occurred involving a man named Porcius Festus.  
History tells us that Festus was a 70-year-old Roman politician who was sent by Nero from 
Rome to the Mediterranean coastal city known as Caesarea.  Caesarea was located about 30 
miles north of Joppa and about 60 miles NW of Jerusalem.   
 
Festus was a nice man.  He was a man of good character and he was a good politician and in 
some ways a typical politician.  He was excited about his new appointment.  It was an overseas 
promotion.  He was appointed to be the governor of Judea.  He wasn’t a real religious man and 
he didn’t much care about theology found in the various religions but being a politician, he 
wanted to keep everyone happy.   
 
Festus was replacing a governor named Felix, who had some real quirks.  Felix was cruel; he 
was immoral; he took bribes and crime increased.  In fact, Josephus said that there were many 
robbers and killers in the land and Festus was sent by Nero to clean up the mess Felix created. 
 
Felix did not have a good relationship with the Jews.  So being a good politician, when Festus 
arrived, he wanted to make a good impression on the Jewish political and religious leadership.  
So three days after his long trip from Italy to Caesarea, he decided to take a 60 mile trip to 
Jerusalem to try to gain some popularity and rapport with the religious leaders (25:1). 
 
When he got to Jerusalem, he ran into a political and religious hornet’s nest.  He was confronted 
by some religious leaders who told them about a prisoner named Paul, who was in Caesarea that 
they wanted brought to Jerusalem (25:2-3).  Their real intention was to kill Paul.  I am not sure 
how much he knew about his prisoner, but he had been a prisoner for two years (24:27).  Felix 
wanted to make the Jews happy so he just left Paul in jail, even when he went back to Rome.  
 
I don’t know whether Felix ever talked with Festus about this, but when Festus got to Jerusalem, 
the Jews brought him up.  Paul had been in jail for two years and you would think these Jews 
would have just let it go.  After all, out of sight, out of mind.  But not these Jews, they wanted 
Paul dead. 
 
Well Festus was baffled by this so he said to the influential leaders of Jerusalem, why don’t you 
come back with me to Caesarea and if we find something wrong with this prisoner, we will 
prosecute him (25:5).  We don’t know why Festus initially turned down the request to bring Paul 
back to Jerusalem.  Perhaps he thought if Felix didn’t do it, perhaps there is more to this than 
meets the eye.  In all reality, the sovereign hand of God was in every bit of it. 
 
He had only been in Jerusalem for 8-10 days, so he went back to Caesarea and the very next day 
he ordered Paul to appear before him.  You can be sure those religious leaders from Jerusalem 
were right there. 



They started bringing all kinds of charges against him that they could not prove (25:7).  They 
were Torah violation charges and charges based on men’s religious traditions. 
 
When Paul appeared before Festus, he decided to act as his own attorney and he said I have not 
done one thing wrong against the law of the Jews or against the Temple or against Caesar (25:8). 
 
So here is poor Festus listening to all of this squabbling. He doesn’t know what to think and he 
does not know what to do.  He has just been on the job a couple of weeks and if he lets Paul go, 
the Jews will be mad so he says to Paul are you willing to go back to Jerusalem and stand trial 
before me there (25:9). 
 
The reason why he said that was because he wanted to get in good with the Jews.  After all, he 
has only been governor for a couple of weeks and he does not want to make political waves. 
 
Well Paul said to Festus, look, you are the authority of Caesar.  I am being tried where I should 
be tried.  I have not done one thing wrong against these Jews as you know so if I am going to be 
tried somewhere else, let me go to Rome and be tried by Caesar himself (Acts 25:10-12).   
 
Festus talked this over with his legal counsel said okay, I’ll send you to Rome just as you wish 
and you can be tried there (Acts 25:12). 
 
Well you can’t just jump on a plane and fly to Rome, so you must wait for the next ship. 
 
Well several days went by and King Herod Agrippa II and his sister Bernice arrived.  According 
to history, Bernice was a ravishing beauty and this Agrippa was the last of the cruel Herods.   
1) His great-grandfather murdered babies trying to kill Jesus–Herod the Great 
2) His great uncle killed John the Baptist–Herod Antipas 
3) His father killed James and tried to kill Peter–Herod Agrippa I 
4) This Herod was involved in an incestuous relationship with his own sister–Herod Agrippa II 
Bernice certainly had her share of men.  Her reputation was not good.  Truth is these two were 
not good people.  Often political men and women are very corrupt.  These two were. 
 
Agrippa had been appointed by Rome to head the Galilean and Perean regions so when they 
came to Caesarea they paid their respects to Festus.  People in the political world like to keep 
their elite club atmosphere and they want to maintain their political connections, so they paid 
Festus a visit (25:13). 
 
As they were visiting, Festus told them about Paul.  He knew that Agrippa had great knowledge 
about Jewish religion.  He said when Felix left, he left this guy named Paul in jail and when I 
went to Jerusalem the leaders there brought charges against Paul and wanted me to execute him 
(25:14-15). 
 
He said I told them it is not the Roman way to execute a man without a fair trial, so I came back 
to Caesarea with these guys and held a trial.  But when we got into trial, the leaders did not bring 
up any substantial charges (25:16-19).  
Paul was not plotting some political revolution against Rome.  He was not some insurrectionist. 



They seemed to have a few points of disagreement over religious issues.  The leaders were 
stressing the O.T. law and their traditions and Paul was stressing something he called grace. 
 
But then Festus said to Agrippa and Bernice–do you want to know what they are all upset about? 
Paul is talking about a dead man named Jesus that Paul claims came back to life (25:19). 
Paul was talking about this man named Jesus who was dead and Paul claimed was now 
alive. 
 
Festus said to Agrippa I had never heard anything like that before. 
 
I was at a total loss.  I didn’t know what to think.  I have never heard anything like this in all  
my life.  I am from Rome and we have seen many people die and they don’t come back to life.  
Someone who dies just doesn’t come back to life (25:20).   
 
These religious leaders are all upset about the fact that Paul is saying some dead man 
named Jesus came back to life?  And he wants to go to Rome to tell the same story before 
Caesar (25:21). 
 
Well Agrippa was intrigued by all of this and he said I have to hear this man myself.  Festus said 
alright we will make that happen tomorrow (25:22). 
 
So the next day Agrippa and Bernice and Festus met at the beautiful Amphitheater that sits on 
the beach of the Mediterranean.  They made this a state occasion.  This was a meeting with great 
political pomp.  The commanders were there and the prominent men of the city were there.  
Agrippa and Bernice were wearing their beautiful royal robes and gold crowns.  Anyone who 
was anyone was there.  This would be like a gathering of the Washington elite in the capital 
building (25:23). 
 
Right before this impressive array of dignitaries, in came Paul.  He didn’t look impressive. 
History says: 1) He was short; 2) He had bowed legs; 3) He had a long hooked nose; 4) He had 
very little hair; 5) He had runny eyes. 
 
He wasn’t wearing good clothes.  He is not wearing some new Easter outfit.  He had to sleep in 
his clothes and he stood before them in chains.  There was nothing about him that would impress 
anyone in this crowd. 
 
When Paul walked in Festus said to Agrippa and all the leading men, that’s the guy.  He said 
that is the guy the Jews want killed (v. 25).  Festus said but I don’t know what charges to even 
bring against him.  In fact, it is almost insane to send him to Rome to appear before the Emperor 
when we don’t have any charges (25:24-27).  The only thing he talks about is this dead man 
named Jesus who came back to life.  Festus was baffled; maybe Agrippa can make sense of 
this. 
 
 
Well Agrippa said to Paul, I want to hear what you have to say (26:1). 
 



Paul knew Agrippa.  He knew all about him and he addressed him in a very respectful way.  In 
fact, he says I consider myself fortunate to appear before you because I know you are an expert 
in all the Jewish customs and laws (26:2-3). 
 
Paul says all you Jews known my life story.  You know I grew up in Jerusalem and I lived as a 
strict Pharisee according to the strictest sect of our Jewish religion (26:4-5). 
 
Paul says you all have a hope that the Messiah will save you.  We all have this hope of waiting 
for the Messiah.  All twelve tribes hope that a Messiah will come and save us and give Israel this 
land (26:6-7).  In fact, the religious leaders serve God day and night believing that.  They believe 
a Messiah will come and save Israel.  This is not new information. 
 
Paul says what has got me in all this trouble is the fact that I believe and testify of a dead 
man named Jesus who came back to life, who is the One you are looking for (26:8-9).  Jesus 
is the Messiah.  Jesus is the Savior and His resurrection proves it. 
 
Now he says you know that I was originally against Jesus.  I did everything I could to stamp out 
anything connected to Him.  I tried to blast those Christians out of existence.  I locked up people 
and put them in prison, I actually voted to have them executed.  I tracked these people down 
from city to city to arrest them and kill them (25:10-11).  You all know this.  I punished these 
Jesus people all over the land. 
 
But one day, about 30 years ago, I was traveling on my way to Damascus.  I had papers in my 
hand to arrest anyone who believed in Jesus.  The papers were given to me by the chief priests.  
I was going to bring them back to Jerusalem to put them in jail and destroy them. 
 
It was about mid-day.  Some of the men are here who were with me and we all saw a light 
brighter than anything we had ever seen (26:12-13).  We all fell to the ground (26:14).  It was 
intimidating. 
 
I heard a voice speaking in Hebrew and the voice was coming from Jesus (26:15).  I saw this and 
I heard this.  He told me that He had specifically appeared to me to appoint me a minister and 
witness for Him and to proclaim that all people, Jews and Gentiles, may be forgiven of all their 
sins by faith in Him (26:16-18).  All people had to do to be forgiven of all their sins was to 
believe in Him (26:18).  They could be saved and sanctified forever by believing in Him.  
They did not have to keep the law.  They did not have to do good religious works.  They 
had to believe in Him.  The One telling me this was Jesus.  This was the One who had been 
killed on a cross and He was alive and talking to me. 
 
So Agrippa, what I did was immediately start telling people what had happened.  I told people in 
Damascus, Jerusalem, Judea and then to Gentiles (26:19-20).  We saw this light and Jesus really 
did speak.  He was alive and I am telling you exactly what He told me. 
 
So Paul said this is the reason I was arrested and some Jews have tried to put me to death 
(26:21). 
 



So here is what this is all about, which by the way does coincide with what Moses and the 
prophets predicted.  The law could not save, but one would come who would be wounded for  
our transgressions.  That is exactly what the law and prophets teach.  Jesus Christ came to this 
earth and He suffered and died on a cross and then He was raised from the dead (26:22-
23).  The reason was so that Jewish people and Gentile people could be saved from their sins. 
 
Now Festus is sitting there listening to this interchange between Paul and Herod.  Here is Paul 
talking about a dead man coming back to life and he said to Paul in a very loud and emotional 
voice–Paul you are out of your mind.  You are raving mad.  You are nuts.  Your great learning 
is driving you mad (26:24).   
 
He had never heard anything like this.  All religions of the world say you must do things to be 
right with God.  You must obey their rules; you must try to be good; you must give your money 
and you are saying that a dead man came back to life and all you must do is to believe in Him 
and you are saved.  Paul, you are a few bricks short of a full load in your head.   
 
This is one amazing whopper of a story and you only have two options with a story like that.  
Either you believe this or you reject this.  Festus is wrestling with this Easter story, some 30 
years after it happened. 
 
Paul said “most excellent” Festus I am not out of my mind; I am telling you the sober truth. 
Jesus Christ was dead and He did come back alive.  In fact, you know what I am telling you is 
the truth because this is no secret.   
 
For King Agrippa knows that this has been well-publicized that Jesus was crucified and arose on 
the third day (26:25-26).  This story of Christ’s resurrection has not been locked up in some 
closet. 
 
In fact, you know that this was predicted by the O.T. prophets so all you have to do is believe 
them.  Agrippa, you know this story is predicted in the O.T prophets (v. 27).  One would come 
who would be cut off from the land of the living and would rise again and have His days 
prolonged forever. 
 
Agrippa was running this through his mind and he said Paul, if you keep talking, I am about to 
become a Christian (26:28).   
 
Now Paul could have said I need to move in for the kill.  Let’s all bow our heads and I will try to 
use some emotional tactic to get people to repeat words after me and raise their hands.  But that 
is not what Paul did. 
 
Paul simply said I wish everyone would become a Christian, whether it takes a short time or a 
long time.  I wish all would believe in the resurrected Christ and be saved (26:29). 
 
Having listened to this, Agrippa and Festus and Bernice stood up and said he has not done or 
said anything worthy of prison or death and if he had not appealed to Caesar, we would let him 
go. 



No one knows what happened to Bernice.  We know she lived about another 20 years.  She had 
an affair with Titus and then she disappeared from life. 
 
30 years after this event, Agrippa died.   
 
In less than two years after this event, Festus died.  They got to hear the story of the resurrected 
Savior, but there is no evidence any of them ever believed in Him. 
 
Whether it is 30 years later or 2000 years later, the real story of Easter comes down to this– 
Do you believe that Jesus Christ died on a cross and was raised again so that He could save 
you from your sins?  Do you believe that?  It is yes, or no. 
 
You don’t know when you will die, so don’t make the same mistake as Festus and Herod. 
 
About five years before this happened Paul wrote a letter to the Corinthians.  In that letter, he 
said this: 
 
“Christ died for our sins according to the Scripture and was buried and was raised on the third 
day according to the Scriptures.” 
 
What we ask; What Paul asks; What God’s Word asks is–“Do you believe that?”  


