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Three Accounts of the Resurrection 
John 20:1-29 

 
INTRO: 
 
 Remember that John the Apostle wrote this book later than the other Gospels. One reason 
he included these accounts of the Lord’s resurrection is because they were not included in the 
other accounts and yet, he believed them important. The Lord’s resurrection does not suffer 
from too little attestation. It has much more than is required to believe it. Those, who reject 
Christ’s resurrection, deny it despite the historical support for His resurrection. They simply 
refuse to believe. 
 We know Jesus rose from the dead because the three records John provided us here.  
    I. Peter and John Saw the Empty Tomb. (v. 1-10) 
  II. Mary Magdalene Saw the Lord. (v. 11-18) 
III. The Disciples Saw the Lord. (v. 19-29) 
 
I. Peter and John Saw the Empty Tomb. (v. 1-10) 
 

A. Last time we left the Lord Jesus dead and buried in a garden tomb. Joseph and 
Nicodemus prepared His body, and wrapped it in linen and spices. John 20 opens on 
Sunday morning very early. Remember the day starts at sundown the day before for the 
Jews. John just mentions Mary Magdalene and not the other women. We read,    (1-10)  

“Now the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it 
was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. Then 
she ran and came to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them, ‘They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid Him.’ Peter therefore went out, and the other 
disciple, and were going to the tomb. So they both ran together, and the other 
disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. And he, stooping down and 
looking in, saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths 
lying there, and the handkerchief that had been around His head, not lying with 
the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, 
who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. For as yet 
they did not know the Scripture that He must rise again from the dead. Then the 
disciples went away again to their own homes.” 

 
B. Two items stand out in this account. First, the tomb Peter and John ran into was empty. 
The empty tomb does not stand out as vitally important in the early resurrection teaching. 
Yet, Jesus was not there. The Jewish opposition could have stopped the church in its tracks 
if they simply could have presented Christ’s body but they could not. 
 
C. Second, there in the tomb were the grave clothes. This is significant because if anyone 
was stealing the body, they would not have left expensive linen and spices behind. To see 
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the significance of this we need only remember the account of Lazarus’ resurrection from 
the dead. Do you see him waddling out of the grave still bound in his grave clothes? Jesus 
did not have to be unwound. He left them where they were and rose from the dead. 
 
D. The Apostle John saw this and believed. This evidence alone cannot be explained apart 
from the resurrection. 
 

II. Mary Magdalene Saw the Lord. (v. 11-18) 
 

A. John then recorded the Lord Jesus Christ’s first post resurrection appearance. It was to 
Mary Magdalene.    (vs.11-18) 

“But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped 
down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at 
the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. Then they 
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘Because they 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.’ Now 
when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, and 
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said 
to Him, ‘Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I 
will take Him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to Him, 
‘Rabboni!’ (which is to say, Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Stop clinging to Me, for 
I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I 
am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’ Mary 
Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He 
had spoken these things to her.”  

 
B. Mary looked into the tomb and saw the two angels. How this fits with the details of the 
visit of the other women, we do not know. However, John certainly wanted us to know that 
God the Father wanted Mary to realize that something had happened she did not fully 
understand. 
 
C. Here is the first post resurrection appearance. The fact that Jesus first appeared to a 
woman adds great credibility to this account. If someone were making things up, he would 
not have a woman see Him for a woman’s testimony was not acceptable in court. Mary saw 
the Lord, talked with the Lord, and even touched the Lord. He was physically alive. 
 

III. The Disciples Saw the Lord. (v. 19-29) 
 

A. The third proof of the resurrection John presents to us is His two appearances to His 
disciples. The first appearance is found in verses 19-23. 

“Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 
were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood in the midst, and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ When He had said 
this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when 
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they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace to you! As the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.’ And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and 
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’” 

 
1. Several things are here. We have to remember when John wrote this, he did not 
include all the details. Yet, the details he included are important. We know contrary to 
what many say, the New Testament does not show us the disciples anxious to believe. If 
anything, they are determined not to believe. So, when the Lord appears to them, we 
see that He presented to them the same evidence of His physical resurrection that He 
would present to Thomas. He showed them his hands and His side. 
 
2. He also gave them a commission and breathed on them and says, “Receive the 
Spirit.” The Lord Jesus had something for them to do. Staying locked away in fear was 
not the answer. 

 
B. The second appearance is to the disciples and to Thomas.    (vs.23-29) 

“Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. The other disciples therefore said to him, ‘We have seen the Lord.” So he 
said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.’ And 
after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 
came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, ‘Peace to you!’ 
Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and 
reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but 
believing.’ And Thomas answered and said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’”  

 
1. John did not tell us about Thomas’s determination that he would not believe until 
irrefutable evidence of the Lord’s resurrection was presented to him to make us think 
poorly of Thomas. He recorded this event first to show us how determined the disciples 
were to not believe. 
 
2. Second, he wrote this so we would know that there was irrefutable evidence of the 
Lord’s physical resurrection. Jesus invited Thomas to examine and even touch and feel 
His wounds.  

“Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and 
reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but 
believing.’” 

Thomas responded with the strongest affirmation of faith in Christ in the New 
Testament, “My Lord and My God.” 

 
C. Why is all this evidence presented to us? There is really only one issue.    (John 20:31) 
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“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”  

Do you remember when Jesus walked on the water and Peter wanted to come out to Him? 
Do you remember what Jesus said to Peter when Jesus saved him?    (Matthew 14:31) 

“And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, 
‘O you of little faith, why did you doubt?’”  

In a real sense the Lord could ask that question of us, if we refuse to believe. 


