
Prov. 14:21-22 (LD 40)  “Devising Good”

For the Children: When others are mean to us, it’s easy to be mean back to them.  But that is not what the Lord
wants us to do.  He calls on us to do good to others, even to those who can’t give us anything nice in return; 
even to enemies.  Trying to hurt others and pay them back is like trying to murder them.  It is not God’s way.  It is
not the way the Lord Jesus behaved.  He died to save those who hated Him – including us.  Questions: What 
attitudes does the 6th commandment require of us?  What kind of words follow from it?  What kind of actions 
follow from it?

Introduction: 

First Point: Devising Evil for One’s Neighbour
1) The Heart of the Second Table: LD 40 shows that the 6th commandment has to do with whether we love 

or hate our neighbour.  This also shows that the problem of murder begins in the heart, with inner 
attitudes, desires and intentions.  The “root of murder,” as LD 40 puts it, consists of such inner attitudes 
as hatred, anger, envy and the desire for revenge.  The “despising” of the neighbour and “devising of 
evil” against him (Prov. 14:21-22) are also inward matters.

2) Word and Deed:  Once the desire is within, the violence can easily spread to the tongue – gossip, 
slander, belittling and insulting.  In the final stage, harmful words are replaced by harmful actions, such 
as violent attacks or even murder.  The 6th commandment even forbids taking serious risks with life, for 
this betrays a casual attitude to the 6th commandment.  It is, of course, lawful to defend oneself (Ex. 
22:2) and to carry out capital punishment as a government official (Rom. 13).

3) Terrible Consequences: It is sin to despise someone made in God’s image; even more so if the person is
a believer re-made in Christ’s image and filled with His Spirit.  The consequences of thinking, speaking 
or acting to harm another are therefore serious.  Such actions can cause sinners to “go astray” (v. 22).  
They can finally lead to hell (Mt. 5:21-22).  Even failing to act for the good of another can lead to hell (Mt.
25:42-46).

Second Point: Devising Good for One’s Neighbour
1) The Right Inner Attitude: Positively, the 6th commandment requires us to devise good for our neighbor.  

This is a matter of obeying God’s command to love our neighbour (Lev. 19:18/Jam. 2:8); upholding the 
image of God in man; and if the person is a believer, respecting the fact that he has been redeemed by 
Christ and filled with His Spirit.  Those are powerful reasons that create in us the right inner attitude, 
desires and intentions toward our neighbour.  V. 22 therefore speaks of “devising good” for others – 
premeditated good.

2) The Fruit of the Spirit: Other inner attitudes that oppose murderous attitudes are given to us as “fruits of 
the Spirit.”  See Gal. 5:19-23.  The list of fruits in vss. 22-23 resembles the list in Q 107.

3) Word and Deed: The right inner attitude toward our neighbour also leads to good words – encouraging 
and up-building words that help others.  That can include admonition and rebuke.  The Lord Jesus 
always spoke good words, but He admonished as well as comforted sinners.  Good actions also follow, 
promoting and protecting life.  No one did more to promote and protect life than the Lord Jesus, both in 
the way He lived and in His death for us.  When we are filled with His life, we begin to reflect it in the way
we treat others. 

4) Applying Grace: The Lord’s work for us is entirely gracious.  We reflect that by promoting the life of those
who cannot give anything back to us – such as the poor (v. 21); and also by showing love to enemies 
(Mt. 5:44-47).  We seek the welfare of all men, in order to be like our Father (Mt. 5:45).

5) Gracious Consequences: When we do so, there is a gracious reward.  The Lord shows His “kindness 
and truth” to us (v. 22) – not because we deserve it, but because we are demonstrating that we are 
connected by faith to His Son (Mt. 6:12, Lk. 6:27f).

Conclusion:


