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This morning I would like to build upon the truth that I presented to you last week concerning 
Christ’s being the bread of life.  I will do this by giving you this statement: It is the Father who 
gives to you the true bread of life.  That is, it is only by the Father’s will that any person ever 
partakes of Christ in a spiritual sense and is saved.  Christ, as the bread of life, is the only One 
whom you must feed upon spiritually by faith, if you would be saved from your sins.  He is the 
only One whom you must continue to feed upon spiritually, if you would be completely satisfied 
in your living your life for God, and not just simply be living your life to yourself.  Now, this 
morning I want to tell you, that if you do savingly come to Christ, you will do so because it is the 
Father’s will and His purpose that you do so.  When it is the Father’s will, you will most certainly 
and definitely come to know the reality of becoming a spiritual partaker of all the blessings of 
salvation.  Your coming to receive salvation in Jesus Christ is based upon the eternal and 
unchangeable purpose of God.   
       Jesus is here teaching us that salvation depends upon Father’s will and not your own will.  I 
want you to see, that in this text, God’s will is mentioned 4 times.  And it is from this vantage 
point, of the will of the Father, that I would like to show you the certainty of salvation for all who 
come to Christ.  1st of all – It is the will of the Father that all that He gives to Christ His Son shall 
be saved.  2nd  – It was the will of the Father that Jesus would not do His own will, but He would 
do His Father’s will perfectly, in everything.  3rd – It is the will of the Father that Jesus should 
lose nothing, but raise it up at the last day.  Let us receive the truth of Jesus’ words, and 
understand just how much we are in the hands of God when it comes to our being saved.   
1st of all – It is the will of the Father that all that He gives to Christ His Son shall be 
saved.  
       Verse 37 says: “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I 
will by no means cast out.”  Is it not comforting to see the certainty of the Father’s plans and 
purposes in saving each of His elect people?  From God’s standpoint, nothing is left to 
uncertainty.  All is sure, and all will be accomplished.  God the Father is not waiting for you to 
come to Christ.  He is the One who, from before time began, has had a purpose, and that 
purpose is to save a particular number of people from every tribe and nation to be a people for 
His own possession.  If you see your need of Christ, and will come to Him by faith, the Lord 
Jesus will not only not cast you out, He will save you.  God the Father has taken pains, through 
Christ His Son, O believer, to make sure that everything necessary for your salvation was 
planned for, from before the foundation of the world.  Not one person, who was given by the 
Father to the Son in eternity past, was chosen for anything good in them.   
       The elect were not chosen by the Father simply because He could look down the corridors of 
time and see that that was the thing that they would do; to believe in Christ.  No, all of God’s 
elect people, all those whom He gave to Christ, were chosen, His having considered them not 
because of anything good or bad that they would do, but simply according to His own purpose.  
2nd Timothy chapter 1, verse 8 says – “Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, 
nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power 
of God, who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time 
began, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.”  Now, I hope that 
you can see here what God’s purpose was, before time began.  It was His purpose, knowing that 
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no man could save themselves by the power of their own free will, or by their being able to make 
righteous atonement for all of their sins, God Himself deliberately decided to work through all of 
the things which He would need to do to save them, before time began.  In His great and holy 
mind, He saw infallibly that all men would fall in Adam the first man.  Therefore His choice of 
persons would not be from the raw mass of humanity which He foresaw that He would create.  
Rather, He would consider all those whom He would choose, as fallen in Adam, and therefore 
pity them and sovereignly show them compassion.  His choice of them would be through Christ 
and on the basis of His mercy and not on the basis of their works.   
       Ephesians chapter 1, verse 3, shows us how thankful we should be that God chose us.  
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as he chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to 
adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the 
praise of the glory  of His grace, by which he has made us accepted in the Beloved.”  You can see 
here that God’s purpose was not to save all the people who would ever live, but only those whom 
He would choose to set His electing love upon.  Not one of those whom He would save would 
deserve to be saved; they would be reckoned by God as children of wrath in themselves.  All that 
He would choose would be unworthy of salvation; they would all deserve the punishment of hell.  
They would all deserve eternal punishment, not only because they were in Adam and partakers 
of his disobedience, but they would also be charged for their own sins of disobedience at many 
points in their lives.  God foresaw, and He foreknew that all people would sin and fall short of 
His glory, except for His Son Christ Jesus.  
       But let us see that God purposed to show His electing love and His sovereign grace to these 
chosen so that His great name would be glorified, in righteousness and justice, in what He would 
do for them.  The glory for their salvation would all go to Him, and none to themselves.  And so, 
let us see that God’s purposes never fail in regard to any elect person being called.  No purpose 
of His will ever be thwarted.  All of those persons whom He has purposed to save, He will most 
definitely will save.  His purpose will stand because He, the Father, will see to it that it will  
stand.  Turn with me over to Romans chapter 9, and verse 1.  The apostle Paul says – “I tell the 
truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.”  “For I could wish that that I myself were 
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh, who are Israelites, 
to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, 
and the promises; of whom are the fathers and from who, according to the flesh, Christ came, 
who is over all the eternally blessed God.”  “Amen.”   
        “But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect.”  “For they are not all Israel who are 
Israel, nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but ‘In Isaac your seed 
shall be called.”  “That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed.”  “For this is the word of promise: 
‘At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son.”  “And not only this, but when Rebecca also 
had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac (for the children not yet being born, nor 
having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works but of Him who calls), it was said to her, ‘The older shall serve the younger,”  “As it is 
written, ‘Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated.”  “What shall we say then?”  “Is there 
unrighteousness with God?”  “Certainly not!”  “For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on 
whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.”  
“So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.”   
       We see here the great concern which the apostle Paul had for the salvation of His 
countrymen, the Jews.  He wished that somehow he could have been accursed from God for 
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their sakes so that they might be saved.  As a nation, they had been given the greatest of 
privileges.  They had been adopted as God’s only people; ethnically and nationally, they had 
been given the covenants of the promise of the Messiah, they had been given God’s holy law, 
they knew what God required of them to serve Him by the Old Testament Scriptures; they had 
all of the promises of God, and the Christ had come through them according to the flesh.  But 
even though they had these great privileges, that was no guarantee that they would be saved.  
For a good many of them weren’t saved.  But, Paul says, it was not as though the word of God 
had failed. Rather he assigns this reason; he says that “they are not all children of God because 
they are the seed of Abraham”.   
       They were not all spiritual Israel; that is those who knew God, just because they were 
descended from Jacob who was called Israel, after his wrestling with God.  Those who were 
children of the flesh were not children of God; but rather, only “children of the flesh”.  It was 
only by the word of promise that Sarah conceived and bore a son Isaac.  And it was only by the 
word of promise that Rebecca also conceived and bore one who would know the Lord; that is, 
Jacob, whom God loved with an everlasting love.  But she would also bear one who would not 
know the Lord; that is, Esau, whom God would “hate” in this particular sense that we are 
speaking of here; that is, that God had not chosen Esau to eternal life.   
       And then comes this straightforward explanation of the truth of the matter.  Verse 11 – “For 
the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls”; it was for that all-
important reason that these things fell out this way.  This was the purpose of God in relation to 
these two individuals, Jacob and Esau; in Jacob’s case it was to save, in Esau’s it was to leave 
him in His sins.  Both were sinful men.  Neither had anything to commend them to God’s choice.  
And so, we see, that God is always perfectly righteous in His choosing or not choosing according 
to His purpose, for none are deserving of His mercy, and He has holy and wise reasons for 
leaving some to themselves in their sins, and not granting them salvation.   
       And it is this same decretive will and purpose of God the Father which has decided from 
before time began, what He would do, to save any of us.  Let us glory in the truth of God’s 
purposes, that He would choose to save any of us who are unworthy of the least of His mercies.  
And let us also glory in the truth that the one who comes to Me, Jesus says, shall not be cast out. 
Both of these things are true; God’s sovereign choice and man’s responsibility to repent and 
believe.  It is not God’s responsibility to save every man.  It is His own holy mind and will that 
decided these things in accordance with His holy and righteous purposes.  In my last sermon, I 
said to you that God’s sovereignty and your responsibility to believe, stand side by side.  The 
truth of the one does not nullify the truth of the other.  You have the statement of God’s purpose: 
“All that the Father gives Me will come to Me. And You have this great encouragement given to 
you by Christ Himself, to come to Him, for He will not cast you out when you come.    
       And so, I want you to see that you really do have a great responsibility to come and to believe 
in Christ.  It is a very real responsibility; to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  And yet, you should 
also see that even your coming to Christ, as an act that you do; this is not what saves you.  
Rather, it is the Father and the Son and Spirit who save you.  Faith is the hand which receives 
what God freely gives in accordance with His own will.  And these 3 Persons of the Godhead 
unitedly work to save you, as you trust in God.  And more particularly, as you come to the Lord 
Jesus in faith, resting upon His finished work, and receiving Him in all of His offices, as Prophet, 
Priest, and King, you know yourself to be unworthy and unable to save yourself, but you 
understand that if come to Jesus just as you are, a sinner seeking a Savior, He will not cast you 
out.    
       Ah, this is the best of news for a guilty, hell-deserving sinner.  Come, for Christ will not cast 
you out.  He will welcome you to His loving arms, for this is why He died.  This is the reality of 
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the sinner’s experience.  You do not focus on God’s eternal purpose at that point.  Rather, you 
focus on what Christ has done for you on the cross, and what he is doing and will do for you by 
His precious grace.  You call out to Him to save You, and spiritually speaking He comes and will 
lay you on His strong shoulders rejoicing, and He will call together his friends and neighbors, 
the other saints and the angels of heaven, and say – “Rejoice with Me, for I have found My sheep 
that was lost!”   
Now, 2nd – It was the will of the Father that Jesus would not do His own will, but 
He would do His Father’s will perfectly, in everything.   
       Verse 38 – “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him 
who sent Me.”   Your salvation, dear sinner and dear Christian, rests upon Christ’s having come 
down, not to do His own will, but the will of Him who sent Him.  Let us remember that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world; of all who would come to Him, believe in Him, 
and through faith be united to Him.  Christ is the only One, the only Man who has ever done 
God’s will perfectly.  And in doing it perfectly, He fulfilled the purpose for which the Father sent 
Him; He came down from heaven to do what the Father would have Him do; to fulfill all 
righteousness on His Father’s behalf, in faithfully representing the Father’s love, and faithfully 
keeping His Father’s law from the highest motive; that of perfect love for Him.  He alone has 
loved the Lord His God with all of His heart, soul, mind, and strength, on our behalf.  He alone 
has loved His neighbor as Himself.  He came down from heaven to become what He was not, a 
Man.  And as the only Mediator between God and Man, He would crown all of His obedience to 
the Father’s will by laying down His life for all of God’s elect people.   
       Listen to Jonathan Edwards on this:  “And this was a part of His Father’s will which He did, 
that He should lay down His life for His people.”  “Therefore, herein He obeyed God’s 
command.”  “This was a positive precept far more difficult than Adam’s (not eating the 
forbidden fruit); it was a far greater trial of His obedience, attended with vastly stronger 
temptations.”  “Christ’s death, therefore, was not only a sacrifice to do away with sin, but it was 
the most exalted part of Christ positive righteousness.”  “Tis mentioned as such in the Scripture: 
Philippians 2: 8 – “He became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.”  “This 
is surely mentioned as highest act of His obedience.”  “This is the principle act of Christ’s 
obedience, and therefore has the principal part in meriting (positive righteousness).  “Tis the 
part of obedience which showed the greatest respect to the Father’s will and authority, and 
therefore is most precious and acceptable to Him.”  
       Turn with me over to Matthew 26: 36 – “Then Jesus came with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, ‘Sit here while I go and pray over there.”  “And He took 
with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and deeply 
distressed.”  “Then He said to them, ‘My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.”  “Stay 
here and watch with Me.”  “He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, ‘O 
My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”   
Why was Jesus sorrowful and deeply distressed here in the Garden of Gethsemane?  He was so, 
because He saw all of our sins and sorrows coming upon Him.  He saw what He would have to 
bear; all the feelings of guilt and sorrow and shame which were attendant to our sins.  He was 
feeling all the agony of billions of transgressors which was coming upon Him.  It was because He 
who was sinless was now beginning to experience the full punishment due to our sins, He 
Himself being made sin on our behalf; God seeing Him in this way, and punishing Him 
accordingly.   
       Matthew Henry says this: “Christ, when he was in the world, did not carry on any private 
design, nor had any separate interest at all, distinct from theirs for whom he acted. The scope of 
His whole life was to glorify God and do good to men. He therefore never consulted his own 
ease, safety, or quiet; but, when he was to lay down his life, though he had a human nature 
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which startled at it, he set aside the consideration of that, and resolved His will as man into the 
will of God: Not as I will, but as thou wilt.” (end of quote)  In applying this to ourselves, let us 
think about the perfect obedience of Christ whenever and wherever we find ourselves falling 
short of God’s glory in the way that we live, or in our own personal obedience.  We all fall short 
in many ways.  But in our Savior there was perfect obedience coming from a perfect heart; and 
His obedience came from a perfect display of the foundational motive of love for God and for His 
fellow-men.  Let us rejoice that we are accepted in the Beloved, in His perfect obedience which is 
imputed to us, and we are forgiven wherever we sin or fall short, because of His sufferings.  
These perfect acts of righteousness were imputed to us when we first believed so that we are 
justified freely by Christ’s blood and righteousness.  And they cover all of our obedience at every 
point, so that we do not lose our salvation when we sin.   
       Let us glory in the perfect righteousness of Christ and in His perfect obedience to the 
Father’s will which became His will as our Mediator.  All of our progress in Holiness and 
righteousness is based upon Christ’s doing the will of His Father.  Hebrews 10: 14 – “For by one 
offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”  “It is by this will that we are 
sanctified.” (Hebrews 10: 10)  Let us learn to see Christ’s glorious finished work of redemption in 
just this way, in relation to ourselves.  We are a work in progress, but the work in progress is all 
based upon the perfect finished work of Christ which continually covers us, and which is 
continually applied to our hearts and to our works, so that we too, are accepted by God, and He 
continually looks upon every believer with favor, for Christ’s sake.   
3rd – It is the will of the Father that Jesus should lose nothing, but raise it up at the 
last day. 
       Verses 39 and 40 have our final two statements of the Father’s will.  They say – “This is the 
will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up at the last day.”  “And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the 
Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” Here, 
again, we see that the basis for all that Christ will do for all of God’s elect people, is the Father’s 
will.  It is the Father’s will that Christ should lose nothing.  He means that it is the Father’s will 
that no one of His elect would ever be lost, or ever perish.  He means that every aspect of the 
salvation of the elect, from beginning to end has been provided for, and will be watched over by 
the Father, in the application of redemption, to every believer in Jesus.  The Father will make 
sure that not one true believer in Jesus will ever be lost.  This is another glorious truth that is 
intended by the Father and the Son to bring comfort to all followers of Jesus, because it shows 
us the faithfulness and the strength of our God to bring about everything that He has purposed.   
       Now you will only receive comfort from these truths if you believe that God has purposed 
that it be so; that none who have been given to Christ shall ever be lost or shall ever perish.  Let 
me ask you now whether you believe that a person who has truly believed in Jesus can lose their 
salvation, once God has begun a good work in them; once the Father has drawn them to Christ 
and the Spirit has regenerated their heart?  If you do, you must somehow believe that salvation 
depends upon your own efforts, and your own works, and your own perseverance.  If you believe 
that, however, then you are not believing the words that Jesus is saying here, for Jesus is saying 
here that it is the Father’s will that He lose nothing of what He has been given.  Oh, I do not 
think that you want to argue with God the Father, or argue with the Lord Jesus.  Let me remind 
you of what we all should know; that on the last day, there will indeed be people who professed 
to know Christ.  And to these people Christ will say to them – “Depart from Me, I never knew 
you; you who practice lawlessness.  They will most certainly be lost, but they will be lost because 
they never knew our Christ. 
       In John chapter 17, verse 11, Jesus says in His High-Priestly prayer to the Father before He 
went to the cross – “Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to 
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You.”  “Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be 
one as We are.”  “While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name.”  “Those whom 
You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled.”  Now, this is the same kind of language which is being used here by the Lord 
Jesus as He used in the text that we are studying this morning.  A true Christian can never be 
lost because they are being kept in the faith by the Lord Jesus.  Certainly we need, even as 
Christians, to receive the warnings of the Scripture which tell us that it is possible for a person to 
fall away who has once been enlightened, who has tasted the heavenly gift, and who has become 
a partaker of the Holy Spirit’s working for a time.  It is possible to have all of that, and yet to fall 
away from the faith.   
       But this falling away from the faith is their falling away from their own profession of faith; 
not that a person could ever fall away from the keeping work that God does in salvation.  Again, 
for those people who fall away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they 
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.  (Hebrews 6: 4-6)  
But the reason that this renewal is impossible is because they never did truly receive the gift of 
regeneration from God which would have allowed them to see themselves as sinners, who 
needed to trust in Christ alone for salvation.  They were still trusting in the strength of their own 
mind; their ability to choose for themselves what they would believe of the word of God and 
what they would ignore and argue against.  No, if a person would be renewed who has fallen 
from grace, they cannot crucify again for themselves the Son of God, for to do so is to put Him to 
open shame.  They knew that He was the Son of God and still they rejected him, as we shall see 
in coming verses.  No, Christ’s words here must be believed, that He will lose nothing of what 
the Father has given Him.   
       Why are people like this not being kept by Christ?  Verse 7 of Hebrews 6 tells us the reason.  
“For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those 
by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; but if it bears thorns and briers, it is 
rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.”  In other words, the ground that 
drinks in the rain is the heart that the Spirit has often strived with, but it does not really come to 
the Father through the finished work of Jesus Christ; neither does it improve upon all of the 
common grace given in terms of sitting under the preaching of the word of God; to pray to do 
what is good and right and to repent of all sins and to see Jesus Christ as their all-in-all.  Instead 
they bring forth things (briars and thorns in their living to themselves and being critical of the 
true Christian, either the preacher or the private Christian who admonishes them, and tells them 
where they are sinning against the Lord and His truth.  There is no real coming to terms with 
denying themselves to follow Christ.  But, beloved, the writer to the Hebrews says to us, “we are 
confident of better things concerning you, yes, and things that accompany salvation, though we 
speak in this manner.”   
       You, see, for some people who professed to be Christians, it will be proved to them that they 
never had been Christians on the last day.  But that will not the case with any true believer.  A 
true believer may struggle long and hard with assurance.  They may become very discouraged 
about how they view their own salvation and their own sanctification.  But that does not mean 
that they can ever lose their salvation.  To lose their salvation, Jesus would have to change His 
mind about His words here in these verses and in many other places in the gospels.  But neither 
the Father nor the Son shall ever change their mind, if the Father has given that person to the 
Son.  The Father has determined that the Son shall lose nothing, but raise it up at the last day.  
He shall see the travail of His soul and be satisfied.  The raising up from dead of all of God’s elect 
people on the last day will be the proof that Jesus has lost none of those given to Him by the 
Father.  It will be the proof that salvation was not of the will of man, but of God.  Glory be to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit for such a great salvation! 
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