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The Scripture reading this afternoon is taken from Genesis 5. Genesis 5 begins another 
section of the history with that marking phrase "the book of the generations." 

1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created 
man, in the likeness of God made he him; 2 Male and female created he 
them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when 
they were created. 3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and 
begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: 
4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred 
years: and he begat sons and daughters: 5 And all the days that Adam 
lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died. 6 And Seth lived an 
hundred and five years, and begat Enos: 7 And Seth lived after he begat 
Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: 8 And 
all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died. 9 
And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan: 10 And Enos lived after 
he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and 
daughters: 11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: 
and he died. 12 And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel: 13 
And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, 
and begat sons and daughters: 14 And all the days of Cainan were nine 
hundred and ten years: and he died. 15 And Mahalaleel lived sixty and 
five years, and begat Jared: 16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared 
eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: 17 And all 
the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he 
died. 18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat 
Enoch: 19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and 
begat sons and daughters: 20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred 
sixty and two years: and he died. 21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, 
and begat Methuselah: 22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat 
Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 23 And all
the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: 24 And Enoch 
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 25 And Methuselah 
lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: 26 And 
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Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two 
years, and begat sons and daughters: 27 And all the days of Methuselah 
were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died. 28 And Lamech lived
an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: 29 And he called his 
name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and 
toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed. 30 
And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, 
and begat sons and daughters: 31 And all the days of Lamech were seven 
hundred seventy and seven years: and he died. 32 And Noah was five 
hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

That far we read in God's holy inspired word. May God bless that word to our hearts.

The text that we consider this afternoon is Genesis 5:24,

24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 

Beloved congregation in our Lord Jesus Christ, maybe we have wondered why God 
includes lists of genealogies and the reason, of course, is more than just to trip us up 
when we can't read a long name. Why do we have to know that Mahalaleel was 800 years
old and begat sons and daughters after he begat Cainan? Why do we have to know that 
Jared lived so many years and begat Enoch? And why do we have to know even that 
Enoch walked with God? What does that have to do with my life, we might ask? How 
can someone who lived more than 5,000 years ago, 5,400 years ago, how can they have 
relevance for us today? Well, it's easy to fall into that way of thinking when we come to 
genealogies and the result might be that we skip over genealogies in our family devotions
or in our personal devotions, as if they were irrelevant or maybe too difficult to get 
anything out of. 

But the more we learn to mine Scripture, the more we see that all of Scripture is 
profitable. These things are written for our admonition, for our teaching. There are 
valuable truths also in the genealogies. Some of these truths are nuggets of gold, as it 
were, lying right on the surface, visible to the naked eye, and others we have to dig before
we find them and expose them. But the truth, the truth of God's word wherever it is 
found, is always precious.

These things are written for our admonition. In this chapter, the inspired writer gives us 
the genealogy beginning from Adam and going all the way to Noah. It gives the different 
ages, how long So-and-so lived, and I'm not going to go and give significant time 
defending the truth of God's word when it comes to these long life spans, the fact of the 
matter is, when God says it, we believe it by faith. We believe it. There are perfectly 
good reasons to believe it, that there may be men that have lived that long, not maybe that
there were men who lived that long. We don't have to know all the reasons. God says 
they lived that long. Probably there were not that many mutations in the human race at 
that time and that served to make them live that long. That doesn't matter. God tells us 
these things. We believe them.
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Then it's a simple matter to calculate from the genealogies that God gives us, that the 
world is no more than about 6,000 years old. God wants us to know that. He gives us the 
information that we can calculate that. 

But now we want to focus on one of the other nuggets of gold that God gives us in this 
genealogy. The inspired writer is, as it were, taking us on a tour through these different 
men, through one generation to another, and moving right along through that genealogy 
and then he comes to Enoch and he stops. He doesn't follow the normal pattern that he 
had with all the others in this genealogy, giving So-and-so lived X number of years and 
begat Such-and-such, and So-and-so lived after they begat Such-and-such so many... He 
doesn't follow that ordinary pattern. He does give that pattern but he adds this about 
Enoch that he does not say about the others, he stops us and wants us to look at this and 
marvel at this. He comes to Enoch and he says, "Enoch," verse 22, "walked with God. 
Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons 
and daughters." He doesn't just say, "Enoch lived after he begat Methuselah so many 
years," but "Enoch walked with God." Then he goes back to the pattern again in verse 23,
"And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years." Then again in verse 
24 in our text, he says it again, "And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God 
took him." As if to say, "Stop a minute and look at my servant Enoch. He walked with 
me."

So, beloved, we follow the Spirit's lead here because the Spirit emphasizes this truth and 
we also want to look at that text under the theme of Enoch walking with God. Let's note 
in the first place, his walk; secondly, the faith that gave rise to that walk; and the victory 
that God gave to Enoch. Every one of us ought to see that walking with God is not just 
something that pertains to Enoch or some other saints of the Old Testament, but it's 
something that pertains to all of us. 

Enoch walked with God. Somehow Enoch stood out. Even in this list of genealogies, 
even in this list of men, Enoch stood out. He especially stood out against the wickedness 
of his day. Others walked in rebellion against God, but as the Holy Spirit worked in 
Enoch's heart, he was different and so God gives an excellent report about Enoch that 
survives to this day. Over 5,000 years ago and we still know about Enoch who walked 
with God. Will others be able, beloved, to say that about you and me when we are laid in 
the grave? Will our spouses say about us when we are laid in the grave, "Yes, he had his 
faults, yes, she had her faults, but they walked with God"? Will our children say that 
about us, "Yes, my parents had their faults but they walked with God"? Will our brethren 
be able to say that about us, "There was one who walked with God"? 

We might get the impression when we read Scripture that walking with God is something
that only super-spiritual saints did, those people like Enoch and then we think to 
ourselves, "But I could never walk with God. That's way above my level of Christianity." 
But if we think that way, beloved, we make a serious mistake. God doesn't tell us that 
Enoch walked with God so that we could look at him and say to ourselves, "Well, that's 
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impossible. It's impossible for me to do." And then we get depressed because we fail to 
walk with God. God doesn't tell us that to make us depressed. 

God tells us Enoch walked with God so that we also would desire to walk with God. In 
fact, Scripture records others, many others who walked with God, some using the very 
same phrases that are used in our text. Genesis 6 speaks about Noah. Genesis 6:9 says, 
"These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, 
and Noah walked with God." Then we read the same about other saints using slightly 
different words. Genesis 48:15 speaking of Jacob it says, "he blessed Joseph, and said, 
God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my
life long unto this day, The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads." 
Jacob is saying, "Abraham walked with God and Isaac walked with God and that God 
also walked with me, the God which fed me, and may that same God bless the lads," the 
children of Joseph. But not only those specific characters, the prophet Micah speaking of 
the fulfillment of God's promises to restore the true worship of God in Israel, Micah 4:5, 
speaks of all God's people walking with him. He says, "we will walk." When God 
restores the worship, the true worship of him in Israel, "we will walk in the name of the 
LORD."

Why does the Holy Spirit want us to know about Enoch walking with God? Because it 
pertains to all of us. So then we ought to know what does it mean that Enoch walked with
God? What does it mean that we walk with God? Children, does it mean that Enoch 
walked next to some special cloudy pillar like Israel when they left Egypt? God was with 
them in the cloudy pillar, is that what Enoch did, he walked next to some visible 
manifestation of God? Or does it mean that God came down and that Enoch walked next 
to him like Jesus' disciples walked next to Jesus? That's not what it means to walk with 
God. Walking with God is far more precious than those mere outward manifestations. 
After all, when God was with Israel all of the Israelites followed the cloudy pillar and yet 
many did not walk with God. With many of the Israelites God was not well-pleased. The 
disciples walked with Jesus but not all of them. Judas did not walk with God. They all 
walked with Jesus, they were all there with him physically, Judas did not walk with God.

So too today, beloved, many people in their external profession seem to be walking with 
God. They might come to church twice on the Lord's day. They might put money in the 
offering. They might read their Bibles in family devotions. They might even carry their 
own Bibles into church. They might not smoke or drink. They might not do those 
external things and yet for all that, they still might not be walking with God. 

What does it mean to walk with God? The Holy Spirit uses a very familiar figure, the 
figure of walking and walking, of course, refers to the everyday movement of life. When 
you walk somewhere, you give a certain amount of effort to get to a destination or to 
achieve a certain goal. You walk somewhere. If I walk to the store, I have a goal of 
buying something. Or if I walk around the neighborhood here, I have the goal of getting 
some exercise. Walking implies a goal. Walking with God for Enoch, implies that he 
made a certain effort to live before the face of God. Not that Enoch thought he had to 
earn God's favor. Enoch did not walk with God in order to make God walk with him, 

Page 4 of 10



rather Enoch walked with God because God had already been gracious to Enoch. Enoch 
loved God because God loved Enoch first.

To walk with God, then, is to walk along life's pathway in company with God. It means 
to walk having the same goals. Amos 3:3 asks the question, "Can two walk together, 
except they be agreed?" To walk with someone implies an agreement; it implies harmony
with that other person; it implies that you are walking towards the same destination, you 
have the same goals with that person. And so too, to walk with God means to have the 
same goal as God has. God would draw glory to himself in the creation of the universe 
and to walk with God means that we also delight to glorify God.

Agreement and fellowship and delight in God. Enoch had that. In fact, the form of the 
verb that's used, "to walk," is a special form in the original that means Enoch walked and 
walked and walked with God; that is, this was Enoch's daily habit. It wasn't just 
something that he did once, he happened to do it once. No, this was Enoch's life. 

He walked with God. He walked in God's ways. He followed God's leading. He walked 
in paths of righteousness and that stands in sharp contrast to the wicked world that was 
around him. Now, Genesis 5 does not reveal the wicked world that was around him. We 
can look at Genesis 4 and see the generations that paralleled these generations and that 
tells us about the wickedness that surrounded Enoch. Remember Lamech who boasted 
that he killed a man? Why did he kill that man? Because probably that man walked with 
God. 

Enoch lived in a wicked society. We know he lived in a wicked society also because of 
the preaching that Enoch did. The book of Jude tells us about Enoch and his preaching. 
Jude, verse 14 and 15, we read, "And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly 
sinners have spoken against him." 

Enoch lived among the ungodly. Enoch lived in a society that was destitute of reverential 
awe towards God, indeed, he lived in a society that spoke against God, that condemned 
God. "Ungodly sinners have spoken against him," Jude says, they spoke against God. It 
wasn't as if they said, "You keep your religion to yourself and that's fine," but they 
actually spoke against God and his people. They persecuted God's people. They walked 
after false gods. They walked after their own evil counsel, did this wicked world. They 
walked in darkness. But Enoch walked with God. 

What does it mean, then, for you and me, beloved, to walk with God? In the midst of this 
wicked world, it means that we love God and we delight in his ways. It means we know 
God and we have fellowship with him. When Abraham was 99 years old, God came to 
him and said to Abraham, "I am the Almighty God. Walk before me and be thou perfect."
God is defining to Abraham what it means to walk before him, that is, the same idea as 
walking with him. Be thou perfect, that is, be upright, be ethically sound in your walk. 
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Walk before God's face. Now, of course, Enoch and Abraham didn't have God's written 
word to describe the path of uprightness as Israel did, but later in history we have the 
same thing, God coming to Israel and essentially saying to Israel, "Walk with me."

Deuteronomy 5:33, he says to Israel, "Ye shall walk in all the ways which the LORD 
your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and 
that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess." Walking with God is 
synonymous with a keeping of his commandments. That's why so many passages, and we
don't have nearly enough time to go through all the passages of Scripture that equate the 
two. I give one example more of many, Deuteronomy 10:12, "And now, Israel, what doth
the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his 
ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee 
this day for thy good." That's what it means to walk with God, not to try to do something 
to earn his favor, but it means to love God. That's the summary of the commandments: 
love God and thy neighbor. To walk with God means to love him and to delight in his 
will exactly because we love and delight in him. If we delight in his will, it's because we 
delight in him.

Now, if an evil tyrant comes and takes prisoners and he puts hooks in their noses and 
strings on those hooks and he pulls those prisoners along, you wouldn't say that those 
prisoners are walking with that tyrant, not in the sense that Enoch walked with God, 
because that walk is forced. There's no delight in following the tyrant. Walking with God 
is not being forced to walk with him, walking with God is a willing submission, knowing 
him to be our chief good. Enoch walked with God, it means Enoch loved God, Enoch 
delighted in submitting himself to God's will.

Well, how do we know that about Enoch? Well, we know that Enoch preached against 
the ungodly. He hated wickedness. That's why he preached against ungodliness. God had 
worked by his Spirit in Enoch's heart so that he loved God and he hated wickedness. He 
preached against that ungodliness, not because it would make him popular, he preached 
against that ungodliness even though it meant he would be persecuted. Enoch loved God.

Now, beloved, we might get the impression, well, it was all so easy. Enoch just walked 
with God, no problem. Do you really think that? That Enoch just walked with God and it 
was no problem, it was easy for him to do? We ought to know better than that, beloved, 
even from our own experience. Enoch had the old man of sin just like we do and Enoch 
had the fear of man just like we do, and no doubt it was a struggle for him day by day. 
His old man wanted to follow the pleasures of the world and yet God did a work in his 
heart so that he walked with God and when he wandered from God, God worked in his 
heart so that he repented and turned again and walked with God.

Enoch lived a life of daily conversion. That's the life of the believer. He learned. That 
wasn't something that came easy to him, he learned to hate sin and to flee from it, and he 
learned to love God and to walk in God's ways. God gives us a wonderful testimony of 
one of his saints that Enoch walked with God. Can that be said of your life, beloved? So-
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and-so walked with God. So-and-so walks with God. Do you want to walk with God? Do 
you want to keep God's commandments? Do you want to refuse to walk with the world? I
ask myself the same things.

Some of us might be thinking, "But my experience is that I don't walk with God. My 
experience is that I wander from God." Well, beloved, if that's your experience, and it is 
actually the experience of every believer that we wander from God, God calls us to 
repent. Stop wandering from God, he says. Turn to God again. Call upon him. Seek his 
mercy. Ask for his grace that we might walk in his ways. Again turn me and I shall be 
turned, and when I am turned, then I will walk with thee.

But on the other hand, beloved, when we do see that we have walked with God, we ought
not to pat ourselves on the back. Who maketh thee to differ? When we see that we have 
walked with God, that's not a matter of pride. Then we give thanks to God. We give him 
the glory that is due. That's why God tells us Enoch walked with God. God doesn't come 
to us and tell us, "And Enoch wandered away from God after he begat Methuselah." 
That's not what God tells us. He wants us to know that Enoch walked with God and we 
also, by God's grace, walk with him.

How could Enoch walk with God? In the midst of a wicked and perverse world, how 
could he do that and how can you and I in the midst of a wicked culture surrounded by 
wickedness and affected by our old man of sin who is drawn to that wickedness, how can 
we walk with God? And the answer is only by faith. Only if the Holy Spirit would unite 
Enoch to himself, to God through that bond of faith, could Enoch or any of God's 
children ever walk with God.

Enoch lived by faith and, in a sense, that faith united him with Christ and all the benefits 
of God and of salvation flowed through that bond of faith that was the driving force in his
life. Faith made spiritual truths a reality to Enoch. His faith didn't cause him to imagine 
things that were not true and so to pursue some myth, but faith caused him to understand 
spiritual truths that can only be discerned by those who have been regenerated by the 
Spirit of God. Only those who have been given eyes to see and ears to hear can learn 
those spiritual truths.

What did Enoch's faith understand? What truths must we understand if we are to walk 
with God? Well, in the first place Enoch believed God's promise. It doesn't come out 
immediately when we read the genealogy but if you add up the numbers, you see that 
Enoch actually lived almost 300 of his years during the lifetime of Adam, Enoch lived 
during the lifetime of Seth and so, no doubt, he spoke to them and they spoke to Enoch 
and he learned of God's promise to crush the head of the serpent, that the seed of the 
woman would come. Enoch hoped for perfect covenant fellowship. He hoped that God 
would bring salvation to his people and he looked forward to that salvation. He knew, he 
confidently expected that God would give the fullness of life to him, that is to Enoch, and
to all of God's people. 
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He believed God's promise and he saw that day coming. Enoch knew that the day of 
judgment was coming. That was part of the content of his preaching. Jude, verse 14 
again, and 15, "And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 
Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all."
He knew the judgment day was coming and he knew that that day would be a day of 
victory. Enoch was not fearful of that day because he knew that his sins were covered 
also. Beloved, are you and I looking forward to the judgment day? Do you believe, do I 
believe God's promise that Jesus Christ is coming, the judgment day is coming, and that 
day will be a glorious day for his people? Enoch believed that. 

He preached that even when it brought persecution. Not only did Enoch understand that, 
he also understood the Gospel of grace. Salvation by grace. In the first place, Enoch knew
he had access to God, otherwise he would have been fearful of the judgment day. But he 
was not fearful. Why was he not fearful? Because he knew he had access to God. 
Hebrews 11:6 tells us that, that "without faith it is impossible to please him," that is to 
please God, "for he that cometh to God," this is immediately after speaking about Enoch, 
"for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him." 

Enoch came to God, he that cometh to God. Enoch came to God and Enoch walked with 
God in prayer. When Enoch walked with God, that says to us he lived a life of coming to 
God in prayer. He prayed to God that he might obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. He came to God boldly. How could he do that? Because he came believing 
in the sacrifice that God had promised. He came believing that God would send the seed 
of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent. He came to God believing in the 
sacrifice that God taught, looked forward to Jesus Christ.

When God came to Adam and Eve in the garden after the fall, what did God provide for 
Adam and Eve, children? He killed an animal and he provided them with coats of skin. 
He killed a lamb because without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. He 
clothed their nakedness by killing a lamb, and by that he pointed forward to the sacrifice 
which all of God's people throughout all of the Old Testament must look forward to and 
the same sacrifice to which we must look back to, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Enoch 
talked with Adam. He knew about the sacrifice. He knew about the murder of Abel and 
Abel's sacrifice that he offered. Enoch knew about that. Sure he did. He came to God 
boldly because he knew that his sins were covered over in God's sight. 

Enoch understood the Gospel of grace. Not to the same degree that we understand it. Not 
with the same clarity, but he was saved by the same blood with which we are saved. 
Enoch did not come to God thinking that he was worthy in himself. He came embracing 
the merits of Jesus Christ and his sacrifice for sins. That alone would make Enoch 
acceptable in God's sight.

So Enoch knew that by faith he was perfectly righteous in God's sight. He knew that he 
was justified and so he had fellowship with God. He didn't come in his own works, he 
came by faith. He embraced the righteousness that we also embrace. That's why the 
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judgment did not scare him, and as it happened, God took Enoch into the glorious 
fellowship that he longed for, even before some of his ancestors, even before his great 
great great grandfather Seth. Enoch was taken to glory before he was. He was translated 
from this earth to the place called heaven. That's what our text indicates when it says he 
walked with God and he was not for God took him. One day Enoch was, one day he 
existed, and suddenly he was not, for God took him, translated him from earth into 
heaven. 

Enoch is only one of two Old Testament saints that were translated, the other one is 
Elijah who was taken to heaven in a whirlwind, and both of those men, Enoch and Elijah,
stand as symbols then and also now that there will be a resurrection. One day we will be 
taken to glory. That's looking forward to that very truth. If God took him into glory, that 
means all those who walk with God by his grace, all those in whom the Spirit of God 
works, will also be taken to glory.

We don't know much about the manner of Enoch's translation. It was a wonder that God 
performed by his mighty power. God decreed that it would be different for Enoch so that 
we would have an example, so that we would see and look forward to the resurrection 
ourselves. But Enoch's translation, beloved, reminds us that our walk has a destination. 
When we walk with God, we are walking towards heaven. That's our destination. 

And while we don't know much about the manner, we do know something of the 
circumstances of his translation. In the first place, Hebrews tells us he was translated so 
that he should not see death, and the idea of that is not simply that God took Enoch when 
he was still young so that he would not have to die of old age. Enoch had so many years 
to live yet compared to the others in his time. Rather the idea is this: the wicked were 
seeking to kill him. Enoch by his preaching had condemned the wicked. His prophesying 
had made the wicked angry against him. That's always the case. The wicked don't want to
hear about their wickedness. They don't want to hear about God's judgment and they hate 
those who bring that message. 

Enoch brought that message and now the wicked world wanted him to pay for his hate 
crimes. We should never, ourselves, be surprised when we face persecution. We ought to 
expect it, in fact. If we are not at all persecuted, if we are not ridiculed, if we are not 
ostracized in any way, shape or form, we ought to wonder, "What is it that I am not 
persecuted?" And it is the answer that I'm not walking with God as I ought to be.

The wicked came looking for Enoch. They wanted that he should see death. God 
translated him so that he should not see death. The idea that he was persecuted is also 
indicated in Hebrews 11:5 after it says that he should not see death, "and was not found." 
Enoch was not found and the idea there is that the wicked were looking for him. They 
sought after him. They made a careful and a purposeful search but they could not find 
him, instead, God showed his mercy to Enoch by translating him. God showed himself 
true to his promises. When we diligently seek God, we will find the same thing, beloved. 
God is true to his promises. He will save his people. By faith we have confidence in him. 
He will deliver us from all our enemies and his enemies.
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Enoch walked with God. Did he have no fear whatsoever? No, Enoch feared too. He 
feared man sinfully, and yet God had worked in him that he feared God more. He walked 
with God and we, too, ought not fear those who can only kill the body, but rather we 
ought to reverence and walk with God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Walk with God to 
the glory of his name. Amen.

Our Father which art in heaven, we thank thee for thy great goodness to us. We thank 
thee that thou art he who has called us into fellowship with thyself so that we can walk 
with thee. Forgive us, O Lord, where we have walked in our own ways, forgive us where 
we have walked in disobedience, and turn us again that we may walk with thee daily. We 
ask it in Jesus' name. Amen.
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