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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 43:  

“24 So the man brought the men into Joseph’s house and gave them water, and they washed their feet; 

and he gave their donkeys feed. 25 Then they made the present ready for Joseph’s coming at noon, for 

they heard that they would eat bread there.  26 And when Joseph came home, they brought him the 

present which was in their hand into the house, and bowed down before him to the earth. 27 Then he 

asked them about their well-being, and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom you spoke?  

Is he still alive?”  28 And they answered, “Your servant our father is in good health; he is still alive.” And 

they bowed their heads down and prostrated themselves.  29 Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother 

Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he 

said, “God be gracious to you, my son.”  30 Now his heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste 

and sought somewhere to weep. And he went into his chamber and wept there. 31 Then he washed his 

face and came out; and he restrained himself, and said, “Serve the bread.”  32 So they set him a place by 

himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves; because the 

Egyptians could not eat food with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the Egyptians.   33 And they 

sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his youth; and the 

men looked in astonishment at one another.  34 Then he took servings to them from before him, but 

Benjamin’s serving was five times as much as any of theirs. So they drank and were merry with him.” 

"Joseph Puts His Brothers to the Final Test” 
As I mentioned last week, our account here in Genesis has turned to the youngest son Benjamin! 

I pointed out that we have three chapters dealing with this portion of the story, but I could cover the 

‘facts’ with a very simple statement:  I could communicate what “needs” to be known from these 

chapters for the BIG picture in a single sentence: 

‘Finally Jacob sends his sons back to Egypt for more food, where Joseph reveals himself to them and 

brings all of Jacob’s family down to Egypt so they can live there as God had said they would for 

hundreds of years.’ 

Yes, that would give us the ‘facts’ we need to know about this part of the history of God’s people when it 

comes to the grand story of redemption… 

➢ But we would miss many practical lessons we can learn for our lives as we walk with Jesus! 

Again, this is our family history and when we are given details, we should assume that they are important 

details, even when those details do not present the ‘best’ side of those involved!  The Apostle Paul even 

uses the example of the rebellion of God’s people in the wilderness to teach the Saints at Corinth, and by 

extension all of us, when he says,  

“11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon 

whom the ends of the ages have come.” 

Think of how often Jesus, or the other writers in the New Testament, use examples, both good and bad, 

from the Old Testament to teach us important lessons with the pinnacle being the hall of faith in Hebrews 

chapter 11 [homework 😊] 

So as we continue to work our way through the details that are given in these chapters let us keep the 

Apostle Paul’s counsel in mind and learn well the lessons we should learn! 

So Joseph is pleased that his brothers have returned with Benjamin and has them all over to his home for 

a meal! 
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And yes, as I mentioned, this is another example of finding food in the Bible, and it should encourage us 

to think about how we plan and enjoy the many meals in our lives!  Such events do not come “naturally” 

but they are hard work!  Just like the task Joseph’s  steward had before him. 

Just think of our family meals and the priority they should be:  When the children are young there are all 

sorts of distractions and just about the time you have them all trained to enjoy and participate in your 

family meals they begin to have ‘busy’ lives themselves and it is tougher to get everyone together at the 

same time!  Wives and mothers, I certainly hope that you see the great importance that God puts on this 

part of your ministry and husbands and fathers MUST be diligent to support them in this task and not 

needlessly add to the challenge. 

We have and enjoy our fellowship meal each week here at Church of the King, but again those do not just 

happen!  There are not those who have the ‘gift’ of meal planning or presentation, but rather it is, and 

always has been, a priority that has involved all the members of our church!  And if any of you are sitting 

here today wondering what your involvement should have been, feel free to speak with one of the 

Deacons after service and they will find a spot for you!   

These meals over the years have been a tremendous blessing to our church and our individual members, 

but only because we have purposed to have them and folks have been willing to do the work needed each 

and every week. 

I could go on to speak about the importance of that command in the New Testament to be hospitable,  

which of course often involves food or even the business lunch, but I think you get the idea:   

➢ All have great blessings and benefits, but ALL require us to be intentional and willing to do the work! 

Now I also mentioned that Joseph was completing his ministry to his errant brothers by giving them a 

final test:  He is going to set up Benjamin as the new Joseph, another favored son, to see if they have truly 

changed their ways.  When Benjamin gets into trouble, will they defend him or abandon him as they did 

Joseph so many years before!  This meal is a key part of the plan, but Joseph must first deal with his own 

emotions…  Remember he has kept his identity secret, even speaking through an interpreter and must 
now be in close proximity with all his brothers, including Benjamin, and it does overwhelm him for a moment: 

Genesis 43: “29 Then he lifted his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this 

your younger brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” 

30 Now his heart yearned for his brother; so Joseph made haste and sought somewhere to weep. And he 

went into his chamber and wept there.” 

We learn here that emotions are real…  We have to remember this when we get engaged in things ourselves:   

➢ Knowing our limits. 

AND we must be sensitive to such reactions in others which can be the result of being over-joyed or  

overwhelmed [like Joseph] or grieved by a reminder of something or someone we have lost.  Such 

reactions may seem strange or out of place, but we need to have some understanding.  Joseph has to leave 

the room to weep, but soon refocuses on the task at hand: 

 31 “Then he washed his face and came out; and he restrained himself, and said, “Serve the bread.”” 

The meal then proceeds and some of the formality should give us some things to think about in the midst 

of our busy modern lives! 

32 “So they set him a place by himself, and them by themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by 

themselves; because the Egyptians could not eat food with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the 

Egyptians.” 

We obviously have a pretty formal dinner here and we see some separations that might give us pause. 
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It should not be surprising that Joseph would be set by himself because of his high office…  This should 

remind us in our casual age that respect and honor can and should be shown in practical ways.  This is 

why people bow before Kings or in our nation we say Mr. President or play Hail to the Chief when he 

enters a room.  This is done not out of respect for the person, but for the office. 

[use example of gentleman as land owner] 

Thus Joseph is not seen as someone who is individually superior, but holds a superior office:  Of course 

we should avoid all the trappings that can follow.   We see this clearly in the Roman Caesars who thought 

themselves to be gods or later even in Christendom the divine right of Kings had to be checked.  And of 

course with the coming of Jesus we learn that proper leadership is servant leadership and that is what we 

ultimately see with Joseph as he ministers to his family! 

➢ And speaking of that ministry, the next detail is one that should have been a BIG hint to those brothers! 

 33 “And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birthright and the youngest according to his 

youth; and the men looked in astonishment at one another.” 

They are astonished because they had not submitted their birth order and with the exception of 

Benjamin who had been identified as the youngest… 

➢ How would this foreign leader of Egypt have known what order to seat the other brothers? 

➢ Clearly they should have thought that this strange leader knew much more than he was letting on! 

Perhaps this is another lesson to consider when you think how often we seem to miss pretty obvious clues 

about what God is doing among us.  I will let you all consider that in the coming days coming up with 

your own examples rather than me sharing some that come to my mind. 

And now the hints continue to show that Joseph is ministering… 

 34 “Then he took servings to them from before him, but Benjamin’s serving was five times as much as 

any of theirs. So they drank and were merry with him.” 

While the details are not really clear, the point cannot be missed that Benjamin was given special 

treatment setting him up as another favored son.  Jacob their father had made it clear that he again 

favored the youngest son of Rachel in their family and now this leader seems to do the same.  Will the old 

jealousy that led to the enslavement of Joseph rear its ugly head once more among these brothers or will 

their tender repentance and sorrow over their sin begin to bear good fruit with better ways. 

Now before we consider how Joseph fully sets this righteous trap, I do have to comment on the final 

phase in chapter 43:  “So they drank and were merry with him.” 

Yes, this drew lots of comments from the various commentators and they ranged from it having nothing 

to do with alcohol to meaning that they got so drunk that they had a hang-over the next morning so the 

Steward could load all their bags without their knowledge!  I share this because it is a classic example of 

how we can too easily bring our presuppositions to the Scriptures rather than allow the Scriptures to 

inform our views.  Those who argue that the Bible forbids the use of alcohol, especially when it comes to 

entertainment, have to explain away their being merry.  Those who do not take the warnings against 

drunkenness seriously can see this as just another party that got a little out of hand. 

➢ Being good Bereans would mean that we interpret what is said here in light of all the other 

Scriptures that we have access too: 

When we do so, we see that the Bible speaks of abstaining which was expected of one under a Nazerite 

vow, it speaks of being merry as we see here and it speaks of being drunk which we see in the life of Noah 

or the man in Proverbs who is so addicted that he cannot wait for his next drink even though he cannot 

remember how he got beat up the night before! 
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Historically there have been few Christians who have argued that being drunk is a good thing… 

➢ But it is a dangerous ditch that some have wandered into down through the ages. 

Thus, especially today, you have many who strongly argue for abstinence so we do not have to worry 

about crossing that line between being merry and being drunk!  Of course they really don’t want it 

thought that they do not have the wisdom or maturity to judge the difference, so they go to great lengths 

to show that total abstinence is what the Bible teaches. 

Thus that leaves them having to explain away this passage, or why God gave wine to make glad the heart 

of man and the BIG problem of why Jesus would make fine wine for a wedding party that had already 

consumed a fair share of wine! 

The bottom line is that we should not fear celebrations that stay within the proper Biblical principles… 

➢ In fact, we should celebrate them! 

So as the party continued I am sure that Joseph’s brothers began to be at ease and so the next morning 

preparations are made for the journey home, where unbeknownst to them they will face their final test. 

Genesis 44: “And [Joseph] commanded the steward of his house, saying,  “Fill the men’s sacks with food, 

as much as they can carry, and put each man’s money in the mouth of his sack. 2 Also put my cup, the 

silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of the youngest, and his grain money.” So he did according to the 
word that Joseph had spoken. 3 As soon as the morning dawned, the men were sent away, they and their donkeys.” 

Now here we should pause to consider the mood among these brothers as they rode out of town… 

➢ Their sacks are full of grain. 

➢ Benjamin is still with them. 

➢ AND Simeon has been returned as well! 

What a happy report they are going to be able to bring to their waiting father who is prepared to be 

greatly disappointed, resigning himself to be bereaved if that is God’s will. 

➢ We must see the excitement in their company to fully understand the shock of what is about to happen! 

4 “When they had gone out of the city, and were not yet far off, Joseph said to his steward, “Get up, 

follow the men; and when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for good? 5 Is not 

this the one from which my lord drinks, and with which he indeed practices divination? You have done 

evil in so doing.’”  6 So he overtook them, and he spoke to them these same words.” 

➢ Once again, we have the actions of Joseph challenging our usual thinking about honesty as he does 

in the economic issues we have been discussing! 

➢ How is what he arranged here not bearing false witness against his brothers? 

As with our discussion of alcohol, we must be careful to let the Bible engage and impact our thinking 

rather than bringing our views.  IF we hold that the 9th Commandment forbids ALL lying, then this is a 

clear violation.  However, that would also include the misdirection that Rahab gave to those seeking the 

spies [to say nothing of what the spies were doing] and it would include the misdirection that Jesus gave 

those disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

Rahab’s actions have her placed in the hall of faith and no one would suggest that Jesus could violate His 

own Commandments, so the simple “thou shalt not lie” is not adequate. 

➢ Again there is wisdom and maturity involved which we are expected to learn and practice. 
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Perhaps a few examples from everyday life might help… 

I believe a parent who has lots of cookies in the pantry telling a young child there are none in the house, 

so they will stop asking is violating the 9th Commandment!  That same parent however, who acts like they 

are going upstairs while really watching the child to see if they seek a cookie from the cookie jar while 

they are out of the room is being a wise parent! 

An employer who has several openings and tells an applicant who was caught stealing at another place of 

employment that there are NO openings because they really do not want them working there is violating 

the 9th Commandment.  That same employer who hires this person to give them a 2nd chance and then 

leaves some unaccounted money in their presence which would be easy to steal as a test is being a wise 

master and building trust.   

So we know that deceiving enemies in a time of war or testing those we love can be acceptable and I think 

we have a combination of those principles here with Joseph:  A case can certainly be made that his 

brothers are his enemies, but he is ministering to them as a parent or merciful employer might a trouble 

child or employee. 

So getting back to our text, the joyful journey of these brothers has been rudely interrupted by the 

steward’s accusations of theft.  The brother quickly attempt to defend themselves with prior actions: 

7 “And they said to him, “Why does my lord say these words? Far be it from us that your servants should 

do such a thing. 8 Look, we brought back to you from the land of Canaan the money which we found in 

the mouth of our sacks. How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house?” 

The brothers make a good case and had they stood their ground there it would have been much wiser… 

➢ However, in the heat of the moment they clearly overreact! 

9 “With whomever of your servants it is found, let him die, and we also will be my lord’s slaves.” 

➢ A clear case of being careful what you ask for! 

10 “And [the steward] said, “Now also let it be according to your words; he with whom it is found shall 

be my slave, and you shall be blameless.”  

Now again this mercy should have been noticed by the brothers as he offers a much better “deal,” but we 

should also note that it sets up the BIG test: 

➢ Now only Benjamin would be lost to enslavement while all of them can go free! 

11 “Then each man speedily let down his sack to the ground, and each opened his sack. 12 So he 

searched. He began with the oldest and left off with the youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin’s 

sack. 13 Then they tore their clothes, and each man loaded his donkey and returned to the city.” 

➢ Once again, I must leave things up in the air with our story, but we should be able to clearly see 

that the brothers are going to pass the test. 

Unlike their actions years ago when they did all they could to get rid of the favored brother, they are now tearing 

their cloths and loading up their donkeys to return to a very dangerous place to defend him before Joseph! 

➢ They left town with great joy, not realizing the great trial that lay just ahead! 

And now they are returning to that same town greatly troubled by all that has happened and not able to 

imagine the joy that lay ahead for them and all of their families and of course their father Jacob… 

➢ Clearly a story of death and resurrection! 

➢ Remembering of course, that here near the end of Genesis, we are in the midst of the story of 

Jacob!
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Communion Meditation:   Luke 24 

“30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and 

gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 

32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, 

and while He opened the Scriptures to us?”  

33 So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were 

with them gathered together, 34 saying,  

“The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 35 And they told about the things that had 

happened on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of bread.” 


