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Message #29                                                                                                            Ezekiel 26:1-21 

 

The first person to ever teach me what was in this chapter was John Miles.  The person who 

taught him was Lewis Sperry Chafer.  When Mr. Miles got done teaching this chapter, I sat in 

total silence and amazement.  I just quietly sat in my seat and meditated on what he had just 

taught me.  Josh McDowell said that this fulfillment of Biblical prophecy in Ezekiel 26 

absolutely proves that “the Bible is the inspired Word of God” (Evidence that Demands A 

Verdict, pp. 277-332). 

 

We come now to one of the most amazing predictions that Ezekiel ever made.  This is one of  

the most remarkable predictions in the entire Bible.  In fact, this prediction was fulfilled so 

accurately that people to this day still marvel.   

 

The primary point of this prophecy is this: 

 

GOD DIRECTS EZEKIEL TO GIVE A SPECIFIC JUDGMENT PREDICTION 

CONCERNING THE COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF TYRE. 

 

You will notice from verse 1 that this prophecy is dated.  It was given in the eleventh year on  

the first of the month.  The eleventh year was 587-586 B.C. and it was in the spring.  This would 

date this very close to the actual time that Jerusalem had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Now let’s set the historical context for this.   

1) Ezekiel is living and writing at a time when the Jewish people were in captivity to the  

      Babylonians.  

2) One of the most impressive cities in the world that was non-Jewish was the city of Tyre.  In  

      fact, Tyre was the most powerful and successful city-state in the Mediterranean world. 

      It was located north of Israel on the Mediterranean coast. 

 

This is important to realize.  Tyre was like New York on the Atlantic coast.  It was a big time 

city on the Mediterranean coast.  Dr. Ironside said it was “renowned as a city of pleasure lovers 

who lived in independence of God” (Ezekiel, p. 175). 

 

According to verse 2, what happened was Tyre started laughing and mocking at the fact that 

Jerusalem was destroyed and had fallen.  Tyre was probably the most impressive Gentile city  

in existence at the time. 

 

Now what the people did is they said in verse 2 now that Jerusalem has fallen, the door is opened 

for us to become filled with everything.  They believed they could really prosper and become 

more wealthy now that Jerusalem was destroyed.  The people of Tyre said we will become the 

greatest and most important city in the world.  Jerusalem is gone.  Jerusalem is done. 
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The people in Tyre were sick and tired of hearing about Jerusalem, the city of God.  They wanted 

to be the city of the world and now that Jerusalem was destroyed, no city in the world would 

outshine her.  At least that is what she thought.   

 

So in verse 3, God tells Ezekiel to make a prophecy against Tyre that says, “I am against you.”  

Now whenever you read those words coming from God, it is scary.  God is a patient God who 

puts up with a great deal, but when He says, “I am against you,” you have crossed a very serious 

line.  Psalm 2:12 warns not to ever make God angry. 

 

So what God does is He makes a very specific prediction of what He is going to do to Tyre.   

He makes 15 specific predictions of what He will do to the city of Tyre: 

 

Prediction #1 - God would direct many nations to come against the city of Tyre.  26:3 

 

The nations would come in waves, one after another.  So the prediction is one nation will come 

and pound you and then another will come right after it, just like waves of a sea.    

 

That is what God has the capability of doing.  He can send one negative after another to break 

people down. 

 

Prediction #2 - God would cause those nations to destroy the walls of the city; break 

                             down the towers of the city and scrape her from existence so she 

                             would be nothing more than a bare rock.  26:4 

 

Now remember this is one of the world’s great cities.  This was a major metropolis so to make  

a prediction like this is absolutely mind boggling. 

 

Prediction #3 - God would cause Tyre to become a place over which fishermen would spread   

                             their nets.  26:5a 

 

This city would be so uninhabited that fishermen would dry their nets in the very place where 

this great city was once located.  Now fishermen do not go into downtown cities to spread out 

their nets and dry them.  They need room to lay out the nets.  The prediction is Tyre would be  

so leveled that fishermen would be able to spread out their nets where the city once stood. 

 

Prediction #4 - God would permit Tyre to become nothing but spoils for other nations.  26:5b 

 

Everything about this city would be stolen or taken. 

 

Prediction #5 - God would permit her daughters on the mainland to be killed with a sword. 

                              26:6 

 

There would be no sparing anyone.  There would be no sparing the city or even the women. 
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Prediction #6 - God would specifically use Nebuchadnezzar to begin to persecute and destroy 

                             the people of Tyre.  26:7-8 

 

So this judgment would begin when God would direct Nebuchadnezzar to go to Tyre. 

 

Prediction #7 - God would cause the city to be totally destroyed and trampled to the 

                             ground.  26:9-11 

 

God would use battering rams and axes (26:9); horses, cavalry and wagons and chariots (26:10) 

and they will trample down the streets and destroy people and buildings (26:11).  There would 

be a progression to the destruction of Tyre. 

 

Prediction #8 - God would cause their riches and merchandise to be taken as spoils.  26:12a 

 

Keep in mind this was a very wealthy city that offered the riches and luxuries of the world.  

Tyre was a city interested in world trade.  God predicts it will all be taken. 

 

Prediction #9 - God would cause the stones and timber of the destroyed city to be thrown 

                              into the sea.  26:12b 

 

God predicts that He will allow the stones and timber of the city to be thrown into the sea.  The 

debris of the demolition judgment would be thrown into the sea. 

 

Prediction #10 - God would see to it that their music would stop.  26:13 

 

Tyre was a place of entertainment and revelry.  This was a great place for the arts.  They had 

beautiful music.  They had orchestra music and they had talented singers.  There were songs and 

harps.  God says I will put an end to all of it. 

 

Prediction #11 - God would see to it that Tyre would never be rebuilt.  26:14 

 

After most devastating things happen to cities, most rebuild.  God says not this one. 

 

Prediction #12 - God will cause all nations to mourn and tremble at what happened to Tyre. 

                                26:15-18 

 

People would go by and look at an area that was once the greatest city in the world and it will be 

nothing.  When people look at the specific area where the greatest city in the world once stood, 

they will mourn and realize we need to fear the God who can do this. 

 

The image here is that many political leaders of the world will actually look at this area and 

tremble.  They would be horrified by what they see. 
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Prediction #13 - God will make Tyre an uninhabitable city covered with ocean water.  26:19 

 

This is an amazing prediction that the entire area would be covered by the Mediterranean Sea. 

 

Prediction #14 - God will cause the arrogant people to go to the burning pit.  26:20 

 

The vast majority of the people will end up going to the lowest parts of Sheol, which means they 

will end up in burning hell.  Just as Psalm 9:17 says, “The wicked will return to Sheol, even all 

the nations who forget God.” 

 

Prediction #15 - God will see to it that Tyre will never be found or rebuilt again.  26:21 

 

Now keep in mind that all of these predictions came from God, because Tyre got a good arrogant 

laugh at the negative things happening to Israel.  Also again keep in mind that when this predic-

tion was made, Tyre was a world-class city.  It was one of the most powerful cities in the world.  

It was located in the Middle East and sat on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea.  So this was an 

unbelievable prediction made against an unbelievable city. 

 

Now let’s track what historically happened to Tyre.  Dr. C. I. Scofield said, “The fate predicted 

for Tyre is unique and has been remarkably fulfilled” (Scofield Reference Bible, NASV,  

p. 1138).  We want to break this down into six prophetic fulfillments: 

 

(Prophetic Fulfillment #1) 

 

In 573 B.C., approximately 2-3 years after the prediction was made by Ezekiel, Nebuchadnezzar 

began a 13 year assault on Tyre.  He broke down the gates of Tyre, only to find the majority of 

people gone.  The people, sensing trouble, in part due to Ezekiel’s prediction, had relocated and 

moved to an island in the Mediterranean, about a half mile from shore.  They reconstructed a 

new city on the island which would stand for many more years.  Nebuchadnezzar’s attack of 

Tyre started a couple of years after Ezekiel made the prediction, but it was not until 573 B.C.  

that he destroyed the mainland city.  There is an ancient Babylonian tablet that does indicate  

that Nebuchadnezzar himself did have a presence in Tyre during its siege (Moshe Greenberg,  

Ezekiel 21-37, p. 532). 

 

(Prophetic Fulfillment #2) 

 

In 332 B.C., approximately 241 years later, Alexander the Great decided to conquer the new 

reconstructed city of Tyre that was on the island.  His logistical problem was that the new Tyre 

was a mighty “Alcatraz-like fortress” located out in the sea.  It had huge walls surrounding the 

island.  Alexander was a brilliant military strategist, who decided to scrape all of the ruins of old 

Tyre into the sea and use the ruins as a means of constructing a bridge out to the new Tyre. 
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In the process of constructing this bridge, he literally scraped the old Tyre bare and the stones 

and the timber and the debris was thrown into the water (26:12).  Alexander ended up conquer-

ing the already ravaged new city of Tyre. 

 

(Prophetic Fulfillment #3) 

 

In 314 B.C., approximately 260 years later, Antigonus, one of the successors of Alexander the 

Great, in his continued efforts to control the Eastern provinces launched another successful 

military attack against the already ravaged new city of Tyre.   

 

(Prophetic Fulfillment #4) 

 

In 690 A.D., approximately 1000 years later, the island of Tyre was taken over by Muslim 

Arabs.  It remained in their control until it was conquered and destroyed by the Mamelukes in 

A.D. 1291.  According to Ezekiel 26:3-5, God said He would cause “many nations” to attack in 

one wave after another, which He literally did. 

 

(Prophetic Fulfillment #5) 

 

Today, the island, once known as Tyre, is nothing more than a bare rock sitting in the 

Mediterranean Sea.  It is primarily used by fishermen as a place to dry their fishing nets, 

which is exactly what is predicted in Ezekiel 26:5.  Dr. Ironside said, “So literally has this 

prophecy been fulfilled that even at this very day the rocky island on which Tyre once stood is 

not in exactly the same condition as foretold here.  It is still a place for the spreading of the nets 

of fishermen…” (Ezekiel, p. 176). 

 

(Prophetic Fulfillment #6) 

 

The old city of Tyre has never been found nor rebuilt.  This was clearly predicted in Ezekiel 

26:14, 21.   

 

The remains of ancient Sidon (Tyre’s sister city) have been discovered and a flourishing city 

stands on the old site, but “the remains of ancient Tyre” have never been found and much of it  

is in the sea “under Alexander’s causeway” (C. I. Scofield, Ibid., p. 1138). 

 

Every one of Ezekiel’s prophecies came true literally just exactly as he predicted.  As A. C. 

Gaebelein said, “History confirms all that is written here” (Ezekiel, p. 171). 

 

Now how could a man come up with such amazing predictions against one of the most success-

ful cities in the world?  The only possible answer is this prediction is from God.   

 

God not only knows everything past and present.  He not only knows the future; He controls the 

future.  He controls everything. 
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Now why did all of these bad things happened to Tyre?  The reason is because she mocked 

Israel.  She mocked Jerusalem.  When you mock Israel and mock Jerusalem, you mock God. 


