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If you'll turn in your Bibles with me to Ephesians 5. So this is the book of Ephesians, it's 
in the New Testament, that's the second part of your Bible, written by the Apostle Paul 
and we've been working our way, just working our way through the book of Ephesians 
verse by verse and we've come to Ephesians 5 and we're going to look specifically at 
verses 3 through 6. Ephesians 5:3-6 and I have to warn you this is a little bit of an intense 
passage, meant to be that way. It's a warning passage and so as we read through this and 
as we look at this passage today, it's going to be a little heavy. I'm thankful that we serve 
a God who is gracious but we also serve a God who is serious about sin and this passage, 
Ephesians 5, is very serious about sin. Let me read this to you. Ephesians 5, we'll even 
read 3 through 14, but today we'll only look at verses 3 through 6. Paul writes,

3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be 
named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness 
nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let 
there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is 
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has 
no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive 
you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with 
them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is 
good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the 
Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do 
in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, "Awake, O 
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 
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We believe that God is speaking to us even now through his word. This is God speaking 
to us and so before we study God's word, let's just all individually, quietly cry out to God 
that he would please change us and transform us as we listen to him speak. So just take a 
moment and ask God that he would prepare your heart to hear him speak and then I'll 
pray and then we'll look together at this passage.

Sovereign God, Ruler of the universe, you are our Creator and you are our Redeemer. It 
is the great privilege of our lives, Lord, it is our best thing to be able to come into your 
presence and to be able to speak to you. Lord, we know that the angels are before you, 
even now they are crying out, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty." And Lord, as 
we think about your holiness, we are tempted to say along with Isaiah, "Woe is me! Woe 
is me for I am unclean!" And yet, Lord, we don't say that. We do not say, "Woe is me!" as  
we come into your presence because you have provided a Savior for us, Jesus Christ. 
You have provided a way for us to be cleansed and we have embraced your promises of 
mercy that are found in the person of Jesus Christ. We know, God, that you do forgive 
sinners. Lord, you do cleanse wicked people because you have done that for us. It is 
accomplished. It is finished. And so we give you great praise today that as we study this 
text, those of us who have repented of our sins and those of us who have put our faith in 
Jesus Christ, we come to this passage and we come forgiven.

But Lord, as we think about you and as we think about your character and as we think 
about what you have accomplished in our life, we pray that as we listen to you speak 
today that it would cause us not to be less serious about sin but that it would cause us to 
be more serious about sin, that your stunning grace and your majestic holiness would 
cause us to be a church that takes the things you hate seriously. We pray this, Jesus, in 
your name and for your glory. Amen.

If you were to make a list of some of the most common ways that people rebel against 
God, I am fairly sure that 3 of the sins that would be on that list would be sexual sin, 
would be sins of speech and would be greed or covetousness. That's not just true in our 
day. Sometimes we think of our time as a particularly sinful time but really at any point 
in history if we could look at any time in history, we would find that people struggle in 
deep and significant ways with sexual sin, with sins of speech and with greed. And that's 
not just true in a particular location, that's not just true in a particular part of the world. If 
we could travel anywhere in the world today, we would meet people that are very 
different from us. We could go some places in the world where we would just have a hard 
time understanding who these people were because their culture would be so different 
than ours. But it doesn't really matter where you go in the world or what culture you 
examine, you will find that everywhere in the world people struggle with sexual sins or 
have given into sexual sins, sins of speech and greed or materialism.

What I want you to see today, what I want us to see today and we're praying that God 
would help us to see this, is that while those kinds of sins are common in the world and 
those kind of sins aren't even considered sins in this world, they are promoted by the 
world in which we live. We live in a world that doesn't take sexual sin seriously. We live 
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in a world that doesn't take sins of speech seriously. We live in a world that definitely 
doesn't take greed seriously. Well, that's normal in the world. What I want you to see 
today is that must not be normal in the church. I want you to see that we should be 
radically different than the world around us in our attitude toward sexual sin, filthy talk 
and greed and what I especially want you to see is why you should be different; why we 
must be different; and also I want us to look together at how we can be different.

First, look with me at Paul's command. He commands us to be different. This is where we 
see that as a church we must be radically different than the world around us. What is 
normal in the world must not be normal to us. Paul writes, verses 3 and 4, "But sexual 
immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is 
proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which 
are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving." Up to this point, Paul as he's 
talked about the way in which we should live in light of the transformation God has made 
in our life, in light of the Gospel, Paul up to this point has been contrasting the way we 
live now that we are believers with the way we used to live when we were unbelievers. 
So Paul has been saying, "You were like this, this was your lifestyle. This now is to be 
your lifestyle."

In verses 3 and following, Paul instead of contrasting our life now with our life the way it 
was before we were believers, now Paul contrasts the way we live as a church with the 
way the unbelieving culture around us lives and Paul is saying that there should be a 
radical difference in our lives as a church. We should be very different than the world, so 
different that you see later that he says, "You could describe how different we are as a 
church from the world in the terms of light and darkness." We should be as different from 
the world in regards to our attitudes toward these particular sins, as different as the light 
is from the darkness, specifically Paul says, "We as a church must be different in our 
actions."

He begins there "but sexual immorality and impurity must not be named among you." 
The terms that Paul uses for sexual immorality is actually the Greek word "porneo," porn. 
It's where we get our English word "porn" from. Pornography is really porn and graphy, 
writing; pictures of porn. Porneo means, it really referred in Paul's day to all different 
kinds of sexual activity outside of marriage, outside of the bounds that God has laid for 
us in Scripture so when he talked about porneo, he really was talking about things like 
adultery, sleeping with someone who is not your wife when you're already married. He's 
also talking about things like prostitution. This word was used particularly to describe 
sleeping with prostitutes. He also used this word to describe things like incest, sleeping 
with people who are part of your family. This word also was used and some think it was 
primarily used to describe sleeping with someone, having sexual relations with someone 
before you were married. In fact, Paul uses this word at least 4 times that way to describe 
having sexual relations before you are married. For example, 1 Corinthians 7:1, that's the 
place where Paul uses this very word "porneo" like that. 

The next word Paul uses is "impurity." Impurity translates the word that literally means 
unclean. It had to do with being morally unclean and Paul when he uses the word 
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"impurity" most often uses it in a sexual context. He uses it in conjunction with this word 
"sexual immorality." Sometimes he uses the word "impurity" almost as a synonym for 
sexual immorality and I'm not totally sure what the differences, actually, between 
impurity and immorality. Maybe Paul is just emphasizing how serious we are to be about 
this by using 2 synonyms. Some people think that the difference between impurity and 
immorality is that impurity is more general; where immorality refers to action, impurity 
may even refer to thought. There are others who think and they would say this on the 
basis of passages like Romans 1, that sexual immorality refers to sins like sleeping with a 
woman before you're married and impurity would more often refer to things we might 
call unnatural sexual desires like in Romans 1 it's used to describe sleeping with a man, a 
man sleeping with a man, homosexuality.

The point here though is that God has a plan for sexual relations. You can pray for me 
even as I preach this message that I could be very straight up because this is a very 
serious issue and this is one of those issues that we sometimes look away from in church 
but it's important to understand. God, the Creator of this universe has designed sexual 
relations and he has designed us to participate in a sexual relationship in a certain way, in 
marriage, between a husband and a wife. And though the world in which we live may not 
think of that as a very important command, it doesn't think of that as a very important 
command. The world in which we live does not think that what God has to say about the 
way we behave in terms of our sexual relationships, the world doesn't think that's very 
serious. But Paul, what he's saying here is that God does. God does. Paul says our actions 
as a church must be different but what does he say? Sexual immorality and all impurity 
must not be named among you.

What comes next, Paul says, he goes on to talk about what happens in our hearts. This is 
the word "covetousness." He says, "but covetousness must not be named among you." 
When you hear the word "covetousness" you probably think of what? Greed. Usually we 
use the word "covetousness," we use it in terms of greed for material things and it may be 
that Paul is talking about greed for material things but it seems like because here Paul is 
describing it or bringing it up in terms of sexual activity, that really what Paul was 
meaning when he talks about covetousness is this desire, this we would say, 
overwhelming desire in your heart for more than you are allowed by God. It's a 
dissatisfaction. It's a discontentment that controls you, that overwhelms you and 
sometimes this lust for more shows up in a desire for more money and sometimes this 
lust for more shows up in a desire for sexual activity outside of your marriage 
relationship. 

Honestly as I thought about this word "covetousness," I'm not sure there is a word that 
better describes the people among whom we live than the word "covetous." I come from 
probably the most covetous country on the planet. I would put America up there in 
competition for the most greedy country on the planet, maybe you would disagree with 
me, but this is the world in which we live. There is a constant dissatisfaction with what 
God has provided and a constant longing for more than God allows that keeps people 
from enjoying what God has already given them. The important thing to notice here is 
that Paul is calling on us as a church to be different not only in our actions, no sexual 
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immorality, no impurity, but also in our hearts, what we want is to be different than the 
world around us. Covetousness is not even to be named among us.

Finally, Paul tells us that we need to be different in our speech. He writes, verse 4, "Let 
there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place." Filthiness 
is literally the word "shameful speech," and since it's used here in this context with sexual 
sin, Paul is saying, "The church, we must not talk in sexually explicit language. We must 
not talk in shameful ways. Foolish talk is the talk that comes from fools. It is speech that 
takes serious things and treats them as if they were trivial things and it's the kind of 
speech that talks about trivial things as if they were serious things. It's the kind of talk, 
foolish talk, that comes from a person who doesn't understand God and doesn't 
understand the way which God has designed this world to work."

Then there is crude joking. This is where people try to get others to laugh by talking 
about sexual things. Crude joking is where you talk about a woman or you talk about a 
man and you talk about sexual relations in such a way that you cause other people to 
laugh about things that are really serious, that are actually sinful. And you know, as I 
look at these commands to us as a church to be different in what we do and different in 
what we want and different in what we say, I have to be honest, it weighed very, very 
heavy on me. This is like a very serious message because we live in a world that does 
everything it can to promote each of these things and to tempt us to treat each of these 
things as if they were not serious and they weren't even sins at all and as a result, it is 
easy as individuals in the church to fall in line with all of that and compromise ourselves 
by not taking these kinds of sins seriously either.

We were just talking to someone this past week who when we first began to talk to him, 
he said, "Do you know what? I am a really good Christian," and do you know what he 
was waiting there to do? He went on to say? To fornicate with his girlfriend; he was 
meeting his girlfriend so that he could go and have sexual relations with her and there 
was no breakdown in his mind. "I am a really good Christian," and yet for some reason, 
he did not take sexual sin seriously at all.

We live in a city where sleeping with someone before you're married is happening all the 
time. I almost always have to ask as I go to people's homes, they say, "This is my wife." I 
almost always have to ask, "Do you really mean it's your wife? Is she your wife or is she 
your girlfriend?" "Oh yeah, we're not quite married yet." And people have all kinds of 
excuses for that and they have no problem with engaging in that and allowing that to 
continue. There is no struggle in their heart about that while they're going to church week 
after week after week after week, living the same way as the world. 

We are bombarded by sexual temptation constantly. It's difficult for us to get on the 
internet, a regular internet search engine, without seeing pictures that we would never, 
that are almost pornographic. And all of this...we turn on our television. We don't have 
TV channels anymore. We don't have the ability to watch just TV channels, we can only 
watch DVDs at our house and yet every time, once in a while I'll go away and we'll go on 
holiday and we'll go to a place where there is television and so I'll think, "Maybe this 
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time we should watch some television. Maybe that would be a fun thing," and I'll turn the 
television on at 8 o'clock and I'll stop watching for 5 minutes and, honestly, I cannot 
believe what I see. And you know, for a long time I had a television. I'm not talking about 
television so much but I watched it all the time and some of those things didn't bother me 
until I walked away from that and came back and realized, "No way! That's not normal 
that I can watch these kinds of things."

We meet people all the time who say they are good Christians who have no problem 
talking in a dirty way on Facebook. I'm on Facebook which is kind of embarrassing to 
say when you're a pastor preaching behind the pulpit here but I am on Facebook and all 
those things. I realize it sounds kind of not very serious when we're preaching from the 
Bible but okay, it's true. On Facebook and we have some friends somehow, you know, 
people ask to be your friends. They ask to be your friend and you put them on as a friend 
and you don't really know them and over a period of time you'll watch the kinds of things 
they put as their status update and on Sunday sometimes it will be, "I love Jesus. Can't 
wait to go to church," and then honestly on Wednesday I've seen some things that are 
absolutely disgusting which made me have to say, "I can't be friends with you anymore or 
I can't be friends on Facebook with you anymore." I don't need to see these status 
updates.

Which is why it's easy for us, we're swimming in this kind of temptation. You go to the 
mall and you have billboards which really should be, honestly they should be considered 
pornographic up there like I would say 10 feet tall, 2 meters tall billboards that are really 
pornographic billboards. We're swimming in this and so it's easy for us as individuals, as 
part of a church, to not take these sins seriously anymore. 

It becomes normal to us and that's why I want you to see what Paul says here. I love how 
seriously Paul takes this. He says, "But sexual immorality and all impurity or greed must 
not even be named among you ." Now obviously, Paul doesn't mean you're not allowed to 
say the word "sexual immorality." He's not saying, "Don't come to church and say greed." 
If somebody says greed, you say, "You're not allowed to say that at this church!" That's 
obviously not Paul's point. What he's saying is we must take these sins seriously, so 
seriously there shouldn't even be a hint of these kinds of sins among us.

So, I want to ask you today, I really want us to be honest: how seriously do you take this 
kind of stuff? You say, "How seriously should I take it?" Well, I think Jesus puts it best, 
he said, "If your right eye leads you into sexual temptation, do you know what you 
should do?" He says, "It's obvious: pluck it out." Now, the day you pluck out your right 
eye is, you know, if you pluck out your right eye not to do something, you take it pretty 
seriously, right? You don't just go around plucking out your right eye. If you're going to 
pluck out your eye, that means that you really don't want to do it and obviously Jesus 
didn't mean we're to literally pluck out our eye or there would have been a whole lot of 
one-eyed disciples going around the world. But instead what Jesus meant was, "This is 
how serious you must be toward these kind of temptations." Look, the church is not a 
place where people don't struggle with serious sexual temptation. Understand that about 
the church. The church is a place where people struggle with serious sexual temptation. 
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Paul is most definitely not saying, "If you struggle with serious sexual temptation, stay 
away from the church." That is not what Paul is saying. That is not what Paul is saying. 
God loves to save and he loves to transform people who have been giving in and who 
struggle to, with serious sexual sin. But what Jesus is saying, what God is saying, what 
Paul is saying is that the church is full of individuals who are saved and as a result, they 
take these kinds of sins very seriously. Very seriously. 

Secondly, look with me at Paul's reasons why. That was Paul's command. Paul 
commands us to be different and we see that and we should be different. The second 
thing I want you to see in this passage is why we should be different because do you 
know what I find happens among Christians too often and this is sort of sad? I taught 
high school for a while and I taught Christian students the Bible and so almost all those 
Christian students knew sexual immorality was wrong but then I would go to the next 
question and I would say, "Why is it wrong?" And there would be silence in the room and 
usually they would just say, "Because it's bad. I shouldn't do it." And what I want you to 
notice is that Paul doesn't simply tell us that it's wrong, Paul also gives us reasons that we 
should be serious about this kind of sin.

In this text, Paul gives us 2 different kinds of reasons why our attitude toward sexual sin 
should be different than the world and he begins with a positive reason. We might miss 
this because usually we think negative first but Paul actually begins with a positive 
reason and it's probably the most important reason, honestly. He says, look at verse 3, just 
look down, "But sexual immorality and all impurity and covetousness must not be named 
among you," and here it is, "as is proper among saints." Saints. What is Paul talking about 
when he says the word "saints"? He's talking about who we are if we're Christians. He's 
talking about your identity if you're a believer and so you have to get this, Paul is not 
saying, "Don't commit sexual immorality. Be serious about this because you really want 
to show everybody that you're a good person." He doesn't say "Don't do this in order to 
be saints." Instead, Paul says, "You are saints and because of what God has done in your 
life, because of who you are, therefore you should be serious about sexual immorality."

Now, what does it mean to be a saint? When Paul says that we are saints, do you think of 
yourself as a saint? Do you sign your name, Saint Hamilton? Probably not but we are 
saints if we're believers. Sometimes people think of what it means to be a Christian very 
small. They think of it, "I just signed a card or I showed up at a revival or I was 
baptized." No, this is bigger. This word "saint" literally means "holy one." If you're a 
Christian, get that. Just enjoy that for a second. If you're a Christian, you are a holy one. I 
didn't make that up. God called you a holy one. If you are a Christian before God, he 
considers you one of the only ones. That's done. That's who you are. And what does 
being a holy one mean? It means you didn't just believe in God and show up at church 
one day, it means something happened when you became a Christian. It means God 
separated you from the world. God called you to himself. God cleansed you. He 
sanctified you. He accepted you in Jesus and set you apart by the Spirit and that's huge. 
And Paul's point is that you need to remember it. You need to absolutely remember every 
day that you if you are a Christian are a holy one. You are called out. You are different 
than the people around you. Yes, you need to remember this because, yes, you may leave 
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here and you hear all kinds of conversations, people saying sexually explicit things and 
you may go places and you have people you know who are doing all kinds of sexual sins 
and that may be normal to the people you know but that's not to be normal here because 
you are not of the world. You are a saint. God himself has chosen you for himself. God 
has done you such an honor. Do you know what kind of honor the Creator of the universe 
did? He picked you before the foundation of the world to be his and he has made you one 
of his children.

Paul is saying here, "If that's true, why would you ever want to live like you weren't one 
of God's children? Like you weren't a holy one?" You know, when the son of a king rides 
through the town in a special Mercedes, he doesn't see the other people walking and say, 
"Ah man, geez, my father makes me right in this Mercedes and all those people get to 
walk. I wish I could live like the commoner." No, he loves the privilege of being a child 
of the king and you should too.

I remember when I was young, there was a story about the son of a king who was always 
living in his castle looking at the poor people living in their shacks thinking, "I wish I 
could be a beggar." That's strange. That story made us laugh. Why would the son of a 
king want to live like a beggar? Don't you know who you are? And in this fight against 
sexual sin, what we need to do as believers is start off by remembering how good God 
has been to us. When God comes to you and he gives this command not to do this or to 
do that, don't think of God as some far off person who is coming just to mess with your 
life. I find some people when they hear this command not to commit sexual immorality, 
it's like they imagine God up in heaven thinking, God far away thinking, "How can I 
really make it difficult for young boys? Here's what I'll do, I'll say don't commit sexual 
immorality. That will mess with their minds. That will really be a challenge for them." 
No, when you think about these commands not to commit sexual immorality, it's not God 
messing with you. This is your Father who has demonstrated that he loves you by 
crucifying his Son for you, coming to you and pleading with you, "I know best. This is 
my design. This is for your good. So as a result, don't look out at the world with envy.  
Enjoy the privilege you have as a result of a relationship with me and trust me. Trust me 
enough to believe that what I want for you is actually for your best."

You know, you have to constantly remind yourself of that because what does Satan want? 
What is Satan's big thing in his fight against you? Satan in his fight against you, what he 
wants you to do is to get you to doubt that God is for you. Isn't that what he did in the 
garden of Eden? "Man, you only have this perfect place to live? You know, God takes 
care of your every need, that's all he does? Where there's just this one tree you can eat 
and be like God? Man, this God, he's not for you." And Eve fell when she started to 
believe that God wasn't for her and so often that's what happens in our fight against 
sexual sin. We fall because we don't believe that God really wants our best and it's like 
when you're beginning to want to give in, you've got to think of this: think of God 
coming to you and saying to you as you struggle with that temptation, think of God 
himself coming to you and saying, "No, you are my child. I love you. No, I have called 
you out from this world. You belong to me and I have bought you with the blood of my 
Son and I have set you apart and do you know why I have set you apart? I have set you 
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apart so that you could be my dwelling place and are you really, after I've done all this for 
you, are you really going to give yourself to this sexual sin? No man, you're a temple for 
God." Why would you ever want to be a pit for pigs? Why would you ever want to when 
God has  cleaned you, cleansed you, why would you ever want to go and allow your own 
desires to be dung and dirt that make you filthy? Why would you want to live in the mud 
again when God has made you clean? If you're really God's children, keep yourself in the 
state in which God has placed you: holy.

That's the first reason, a fundamental reason why we take unholy behavior seriously 
because of what God has done to declare us holy. So can I just ask you, can I ask you, 
you are a holy one if you're a believer: are you living like a holy one in terms of your 
sexual relationships? Or are you allowing the sinful behavior of others, are you using the 
sinful behavior of people who are not saved as an excuse for you to live like that? Can 
you imagine if somehow there was a city full of blind people and there was one person in 
that city who could see, whose eyes were opened. What would you think if that seeing 
person shut his eyes because everybody else was blind? Or what if there was a city full of 
dwarves, you know, little tiny people and there was one tall person. He grew tall but he 
lived his whole life like this, walking around like this because everybody else was 
dwarves? Don't use the behavior and the talk of unholy, blind, spiritually dead people as 
your standard for how you live your life if you really are called out by God but instead, 
be holy as God is holy.

Now second, we need more reasons. That's a positive reason we should take this 
seriously but you know how we struggle and so Paul gives us a negative reason. He's a 
little like a father, I think. You know how a father with his son, he might start by saying, 
"Son, you know, I love you and this is why I don't want you to do this," but then he 
knows how tempting it will be for his son so he has to say, "But listen, you need to know 
how serious this is. You need to know the consequences of these kinds of sin," and Paul 
does that in 2 ways. But first, look at this, I think it's verse 5 he says, "For you may be 
sure of this," and it's kind of like he's bringing them back to what they know, "For you 
know this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, 
an idolater)," and that's an important little line there, covetousness equals idolatry but 
we'll come back to it. He "has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God." 

That's the first negative reason. There are 2 negative reasons. First of all, let me just be 
clear with you: there is this thing, it's called eternal life. It's called glory. God is going to 
rule in the future in a visible way over the new heavens and the new earth and every one 
who is really, truly saved will receive a beautiful, glorious inheritance from God that is 
too big for us to describe with words. That's what we're waiting for as holy ones. It's 
coming and Paul says, "This is good. This stuff is good but know this, you can know this, 
that no one who is committed to sexual immorality, who is sinning and impure and 
greedy and unrepentant about it, no one who lives that way has or will enjoy this 
inheritance." 

What Paul is doing is bringing us back to think about these moments now in comparison 
with the glory God has in store for us. Sometimes we get so focused on the pleasure we're 
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missing right now that we forget the indescribable pleasure we're waiting for as 
Christians and it's a little like we're on a bus. You can imagine, you're on maybe, you're 
on a bus to someplace glorious. You're on a bus to Cape Town to live in a mansion by the 
sea so someone is taking you on this bus to Cape Town to live in a mansion by the sea. 
That's your inheritance. You have received it. You are going there to live there but on the 
way to Cape Town, you go through, I'm trying to think, the free state and on the free state 
you see a nice little tin shack where they're selling pop and it looks like good pop and so 
you say to the bus driver, "Bus driver, do you know what? Forget Cape Town, I want that 
pop that that man is selling and I'd like to be off the bus right now." And the bus driver 
comes to you, this is what's so crazy about us as human beings, the bus driver comes to 
you and he says, "Do you know what? I think you probably don't want that pop because 
we're not going to be able to stop for it. We need to get to Cape Town. We're not going to 
be able to stop for that pop. You don't want that. Let's just stay on the bus and I'll take 
you to Cape Town where you can enjoy that inheritance, you know, that mansion that 
you have." And you say to the bus driver, "I hate you! I can't believe you're treating me 
this way! Stop this bus right now! I deserve that! I must have that!"

That's what Paul is saying here. God, he's got glory in store for you and so when you're 
struggling with this temptation right now, it's so easy to get things out of whack. You're 
like, "I must have! I must have! I must have!" and Paul is saying, "Remember that no one 
who gives into these sins and this is his lifestyle, no one who does this has any part in the 
inheritance of God or of Christ.

Now, it's interesting here for those of you who like these kinds of things, it's sort of 
interesting, he says, "The kingdom of God and Christ." As you look down at it, you think, 
"Why does he say kingdom of God and Christ?" Apparently, I'm not sure why he uses it 
exactly but some say, they say that what Paul does often, he uses "the kingdom of God" 
to describe eternity and he uses "the kingdom of Christ" to describe what God is doing 
right now in this world through Christ. In 1 Corinthians 15:24 it talks about Christ 
delivering the kingdom up to God the Father. So it could be that what Paul is saying here 
is that people who are engaging in these kinds of sins in an unrepentant way can't think 
they have anything to do with God. They are totally out of his kingdom now and they are 
totally out of his kingdom later. Whatever exactly Paul means, he wants us to see that this 
is serious.

Now, if that weren't even enough, look at the second negative warning. It's pretty intense. 
He says, "Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 
wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience." This is the next level. He has talked 
about the joy you'll miss out if you continue to go in this direction with your life and this 
is real stuff, guys. I remember sitting down with a couple who would not give up sleeping 
together before there were married. This is real stuff that w'ere talking about, real 
temptations and Paul is saying, "No, remember, there is eternal life. You don't want to 
miss that." But also he says, "Okay, now, if that's not enough of a warning, let's 
remember that these sins, we must take them seriously because these are the kinds of 
sins, this is the reason that God's wrath is going to be poured out and is being poured out 
upon those who are called the friends of disobedience, unbelievers." It's sort of like what 
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a parent might do with a rebellious teen and the teen is like, "Ah, no big deal. I can do 
what I want to do," and the parent says, "Hey, let me take you to prison. Let me show you 
what happens when people continue to do what you're doing."

So Paul doesn't simply take us to prison, he takes us to hell and he says, "Look at the 
consequences of the wrath of God. Look at the consequences. Excuse me, look at the 
consequences of unrepented sexual sin and I'll tell you, if you are standing before hell 
and you're hearing people having the wrath of God be poured out upon them and you're 
hearing their cries of anguish, you're hearing their screams, there is no way at that 
moment that you laugh about sexual sin. 

It's interesting, Paul says here, he says, "the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience." It's sort of hard to know if you're talking about like the present wrath of 
God or the future wrath of God because it's present tense, "the wrath of God comes upon 
the sons of disobedience." It's probably both. I mean, you want to see sexual sin, 
disobeying God, greed, it has all kinds of terrible consequences right now. Look at the 
consequences: the broken homes that result, that come from sexual sin. Look at the 
devastation that comes from greed now. The wrath of God, wrath now. But even more 
than that, to carry wrath in the future. If you want to see how serious you should take 
these sins, go to hell and you'll see how serious we should take this.

Third thing that I want you to see. We saw Paul's command, those are Paul's reasons. You 
know, I just want to encourage you that if you're having a difficult time taking sexual sin 
seriously, if you're engaged in these kinds of things and you just don't see it as a big deal, 
let's talk. I'd rather talk with you now and you can be honest with me now than for you to 
stand before the judgment seat of God and face the wrath of God. But Paul's counsel, 
maybe that this has been a little heavy and you're struggling with these things and I want 
you to know if you struggled with these kinds of sins, we have all struggled. You're the 
church that's full of sexual perverts, honestly. Pervert. Do you know what pervert means? 
It means to twist something good and I would say that every single person in this church 
at some point in their life has twisted God's good gift of sex into something that it 
shouldn't be. So if you struggle with these kinds of sins, don't think you're coming to this 
church, "I'm the only one who has struggled with perverted desires." No. That's not what 
we're saying. We take these sins seriously but this is a place where there is help and even 
in this passage, Paul doesn't only command and he doesn't only give us reasons, he also, I 
think as we look at this text, he gives us help in terms of how we can overcome these 
kinds of sins.

So I want you to see 10 pieces of counsel that Paul gives us. If you're struggling with 
sexual sin, if you're struggling with greed, covetousness, constant dissatisfaction, here are 
10 pieces of counsel. Also, can I just encourage you, listen very carefully now. Come to 
the second hour if you can because if you're not struggling with these sins right now, 
everybody around you is and so you need to be able to go to the Bible and be able to give 
them real help. There is hardly anything more frustrating than someone coming to you 
and saying, "You know, you need to stop struggling with sexual immorality," and then 
you say, "Okay, I want to. How?" and they say, "Just stop," and you're like, "You don't 
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know what kind of addiction this is for me. You don't know what kind of struggle this is 
for me." Well, Paul does and there's real help in the word of God. It's not just like Paul is 
saying, "Stop." 

There is real help. Let me show you 10 pieces of counsel Paul gives here and we'll just 
walk our way through it. You go back up to verse 3 and you can begin with the word 
"but." The word "but" here is a contrast. What was Paul talking about in verses 1 and 2? 
He was talking about living a life of self-sacrificial love. So here this is cool; this is really 
cool. Okay, what's going on? A life of self-sacrificial love is the opposite of a life 
centered on sexual immorality and sin. Did you get that? A life of self-sacrificial love is 
to put on. Sexual immorality, filthy talk, greed is to put off. And so if you struggle with 
sexual sins, realize that sexual sins tend to be the fruit of a self-centered lifestyle. Let me 
say that again: sexual sins tend to flow out of a root and the root is a self-centered 
lifestyle.

So if you struggle with sexual temptation, imagine that like a warning sign on your car or 
a bell ringing in your head. If you're struggling with say, lustful thoughts or you're 
struggling with filthy talk or greed, that should be like a ding, ding, ding, ding and you 
say, "What's going on in my heart?" and what you'll probably see going on in your heart 
is that you are becoming more and more self-centered. So sexual sins, what they do is 
they turn you in on yourself. I mean, what is masturbation? Masturbation is total self-
centeredness. It's taking this good gift that God has given and it's all about me and my 
pleasure and that is really all what sexual sin does, it centers you in on yourself. So if you 
say, "I don't know where to start," here's where you can start: pursue a life of self-
sacrificial love. When you're struggling with these thoughts, sometimes what I’ll do is I’ll 
think, "Man, that's so selfish." Here's what you need to do and start looking around for 
someone who you can serve. If you're a husband and you struggle with these thoughts 
towards other ladies or something, "This is great," this is like a ding, ding, ding, "That's 
not great but this part is great," ding, ding, ding, ding. You say, "Okay now, let me serve 
my wife. Let me lay my life on the line for my wife. Let me look for how I can care for 
my wife. How can I serve others?" The more self-centered you are, the more you'll 
struggle with sexual temptation.

Second, a second help. So self-sacrifice, that's the first help that you would give to 
somebody. Focus on caring for others instead of just loving yourself. Secondly, look at 
this, Paul says, verse 3, that these sins "must not even be named among you." Now, how 
does that help us? What Paul is saying is that when you deal with sexual sin, you have to 
be radical. You have to be radical. Say you're wrestling with a lion, you don't pet that 
thing. That's not how you beat it. A lion starting to try to chomp on your arm, you don’t 
say, "Okay, here, maybe if I kick it behind the ears it will stop." That's the way a lot of us 
are with sexual sin, we're getting destroyed by this beast but we don't take radical action. 
We try to play with the beast and think, "Maybe if I just don't feed it as much it's going to 
be fine." No, you've got to kill that thing. It's something that you should keep far away 
from you. It's like back in the olden days, medieval times, Middle Ages they call it, there 
was something called a plague. You know, the plague was a terrible disease that came 
through Europe and killed thousands of people. If you found out in your town that 
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somebody had the plague, do you know what you did? You did not go over to their 
house. You stayed in your house, you shut the door, you closed your windows and you 
stayed as far away from that person as you could because you knew that if you got close 
to them the plague could kill you and that's the way we have to be about sexual sin. It's 
the plague, we don't laugh about it, we don't pay money to go to places where we see it 
on screen. Crazy, we don't do that. We can't because we know this will destroy us. We 
don't even want this named among us. 

What we often do is we leave a little room and a little poison poisons the whole. Don't 
trust your flesh, is what I’m saying to you. Don't think you're better than you are. Don't 
think you're better than you are. Don't trust your flesh. If your girlfriend thinks, "Man, 
you are a radical. You won't even come into my house?" "Yeah, I’m radical. I do not 
want this sin to destroy us." You mean, and this is where my culture, I think, honestly 
you guys know better than me but I think my culture has really got it messed up in terms 
of it seems like my culture before people are married is constantly asking how far can we 
go? Even in the church people are thinking how far we can go. No, don't think about how 
far we can go. You don't try to get to the edge of the cliff, you try to stay away from 
falling off the cliff, right?

The third thing we can see. So radical, be radical, be self-sacrificial. A third lesson is just 
what we said earlier: he calls us saints. Do you know what? I think especially with sexual 
sin what Satan loves to do is to get you focused on self through pity parties. So you fall 
into sexual sin and you just start pitying yourself and, "Oh, I’m so much worse than 
everyone else," and that's just another kind of self-centeredness and instead what you 
need to do if you really are a believer, you go back and you say, "Am I really a believer? 
Have I truly repented of my sin? Yes." I take this and, "Lord, I'm sorry that I’ve grieved 
you." This is serious. Take it seriously. "But do you know what? At this point, I am going 
to cling to your promise that you provide forgiveness and I’m going to remember who I 
am. You have called me. You love me. You are the one who delivers sexual sinners. God, 
you have delivered me and I’m going to believe that even now you are for me," because 
he is if you're a Christian.

Another thing you can learn here and this may be one of the most important pieces of 
counsel so don't get too tired yet, look at this, it's actually found in verse 4. He says, "Let 
there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place," but now 
this is interesting, "but instead let there be thanksgiving." You say, "What is going on 
here? That's weird." Paul here, he's talking about filthy talk but I think this phrase "let 
there be thanksgiving" actually refers to both verses and so basically Paul is talking to 
guys who struggle with sexual sin and do you know what his advice is? This is awesome, 
it's so interesting. I bet you guys have never, I don't know if you've ever said this to 
somebody who comes to you and says, "I'm struggling with lust." You say, "Okay, here's 
how you fight it: be thankful." You say, "What is going on there? What comes into Paul's 
mind? Why does thanksgiving come into Paul's mind?" Well, why do we so often 
struggle with greed and sexual lust and things like that? It's because we're dissatisfied. 
We want more, more, more. Discontentment is at the root and how do you fight that 
discontentment? You fight it through a lifestyle of enjoying what God has given you so 
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one of the things that I would say to someone who struggles with sexual lust and is really 
being beaten by it or greed, covetousness, I would say, "You need to every day make a 
habit and specifically maybe at a specific time in the day just so you learn to do this 
better, you need to make a habit of writing down or saying with your mouth a number of 
different things that you're thankful for." 

Now, that sounds so simple but even with our children often we'll say at the end of the 
day, "What are you thankful for?" And I'm sitting there thinking, "Ah, there must be a 
million things that you're thankful for. It was an awesome day." And my kids are very 
happy kids and they'll say, "Yeah, we're thankful." I'll say, "What are you thankful for?" 
"Mommy. Daddy." I'm like, "Wow, I'm so glad you're thankful for us but, man, there was 
a lot that happened today. Remember, we went to McDonald's and..." And they say, "Oh 
yeah, thank you for that." But some of us in our spiritual life we're like children. If I ask 
you, "What are you upset about in your life right now?" "I've got like 100 things." That 
list comes out easy. But what is it that's causing your heart to just well up and say, "God, 
you're good"? And, you know, if you don't have those things, you're in a dangerous 
position because you do have those things. 

You do have reasons why you should be thankful so if you don't have thanksgiving come 
out of your mouth, the problem is not with your circumstances, the problem is with your 
heart and so what you need to do is develop a discipline of giving thanks to God and 
noticing how good God has been to you and can I just say that has to be one of the 
hardest things in the world. I just want to be honest. I just want to be straight up with you. 
The way we are is that it is very hard for us to be satisfied where we are and you know 
this. You say, "If only I was in that person's shoes, I would be thankful." That's a lie 
because I've met that person and he's not thankful. We have the hardest time. I often think 
of this living around Pretoria. I always wish I could live by the ocean and this desire to 
live by the ocean sounds silly. I love the ocean so much. This desire to live by the ocean, 
every once in a while I find myself longing to be at the beach and do you know what? I 
have to stop and think, "I wonder if I came on holiday to Pretoria the way I would look at 
it if Pretoria was my holiday." And so I look around Pretoria and I see the trees and I see 
this nice town and so I realize that all this stuff that I have been failing to enjoy because I 
wish I was somewhere else.

I'll even give you a more personal illustration. When we were in America, we had come 
to Africa, we had a longing to be in Africa and we still do. We love Africa but every once 
in a while, I still miss America. Marta doesn't, she's funny. I say, "Honey, do you really 
miss home?" She's like, "No, this place is great." So you talk to her. But me, I'm 
sometimes like, "Oh man, America is a really nice place." That's crazy, I was so longing 
to be here when I was there and now that I'm here, every once in a while I want to be 
there. Not all the time because I love it here but every once in a while I'm thinking, 
"Wow, it would be nice to hear this accent coming out of somebody besides myself." So 
you need to put off sexual lust and put on thanksgiving. Do you know why this is 
important? Because if you're full food isn't tempting. 
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Here's another. I'll go through these last ones quickly. I know my time is up and maybe 
during the put it into action, we'll talk about these more but I just want you to at least 
notice them. You go on to, let's see it's verse, in Ephesians 5, verse 5, "for you may be 
sure of this," and what he's saying is and actually the translation is "for you know," that's 
the literal, "for you know this." So what Paul is doing is bringing them back to the word 
of God and he's saying what they had heard already, what they had learned from the word 
of God already and so if you're going to fight sexual temptation, you need to know the 
truth of the word of God. But also I think here, even though they knew this, what did they 
need from Paul? A reminder and so one of the things if you struggle with these kinds of 
sins and we all do, have friends who will actually tell you the truth. Who will holler and 
say, "Hey, hey, hey!" And then  you're struggling but you can be sure of this, you can 
count on this, this is reality. 

Well, let's look at the next one. He has another phrase here, he says, "everyone who is 
sexually immoral or impure, or who is confidence (that is, an idolater)." Now, he's saying 
greed for more equals idolatry. What is idolatry? It's worshiping a god other than 
yourself. So understand this: at the root of greed is self-worship and so when you're really 
struggling with, "More, more, more, I've got to have more. I want to sin against God 
because I have to have this. I have to have more," tell yourself this, actually you can say 
it to yourself, "I want this because I want to be on the throne of the universe." You might 
even say this to yourself, "God, do you know what? I don't think you're a good enough 
king. I think I would be better at being the ruler of the universe," because that's really 
what is at the heart of this. "God, I don't think you know my past. I think I can achieve it 
through my own means better." Call it for what it is. Covetousness is idolatry.

We'll keep going. Inheritance. He says, "Know that no one who participates in these 
things has an inheritance." What I would encourage you if you struggle with these things 
is to focus on the big things that God has in store for you. You've got good coming if you 
really are a Christian. And try to remind yourself of all that God has in store for you if 
you are a believer and tell yourself, "I'm not going to trade that for this. That's a bad 
trade."

Next, Paul says "let no one deceive you with empty words." What is he saying? You have 
to watch out that you don't listen to lies. And I would just encourage you, we are living in 
a world that is filled with lies about sex. People are paid billions of dollars to lie to you 
about sex. Don't let anyone deceive you. What a crazy thing to let yourself be deceived 
and you have to know that people are trying to deceive you. There is a Satan who wants 
to destroy you. This is one of the things that has helped me in the past. You know, sexual 
lust is a lot to do with your imagination, right? So one of the great ways to fight 
imagination because you're thinking what about that person... you are imagining things. 
The way you fight imagination is with imagination that is based on the truth. Okay? One 
of the good ways to fight imagination that is based on lies is imagination based on the 
truth. 

So sometimes you can even just, this is what Proverbs does. I remember, maybe I just 
said this to Marta one time when we were first married. She was saying something to me 
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like, "I wonder why people are so sexually tempted by pictures of women that are 
airbrushed and who wouldn't even have the time of day for them if they saw them?" In 
my culture, something called pornography is a big deal. People will pay money to see 
women that are gross take off their clothes. Marta just said, it was so helpful for me to 
realize, to think, "This is really silly to get all excited by a piece of paper of a woman 
whose body has by the computer has been manipulated so it's not even real." Or go to the 
book of Proverbs. Proverbs is constantly saying, "Hey, you know that woman who is 
enticing you with those words? She is leading you like an ox to slaughter." So think about 
what's really happening here is that.

Finally, Paul says here and this is the last phrase and we'll be done here with this. He 
reminds us of the wrath of God. Do you know what? Sexual sin always wants to do is it 
wants to minimize the seriousness of it, deceive you. So what you need to do is remember 
the wrath of God. Yeah, you need to think about the wrath of God. You need to think 
about it. It's a big warning. This is a spiritual threat. This is why Jesus said it would be 
better to pluck out your eye. Why? How can that be better? Because it's better to lose one 
eye than to lose your whole life in hell. And that helps me when I think about the wrath 
of God, that should help you to see this sin is serious even if I don't feel like it's serious. I 
trust God. I believe God knows what's right.

Also, when we think about the wrath of God it helps you fear him and that's reasonable. 
Anything that could take you to hell, you should probably fear, right? If there was a man 
who would come into your home and you know that he's a torturer and he could torture 
you and kill you, that's probably normal to fear him when he comes into your home. And 
if God says that sexual sin is the reason, this is one reason that many people are enduring 
his wrath forever and suffering in hell, yeah, that can take people to hell so I think it's 
something we should take seriously as a church. This is a threat.

It's funny, people in this world are so concerned about their physical safety. You know, if 
I said to you today, "There's a guy coming in here with a machine gun right now in about 
1 minute," where would you guys be in 1 minute? Out of here. You would be out of here 
so fast. You would not be like, "No, let's wait 55 seconds and then we'll get out at the last 
5 seconds and we might make it." No, people will leave their country because they are 
worried about their physical safety. They have grown up in a country for like 30 years 
and the whole family is there. Their house is there and they'll actually leave their country 
because they are worried about their physical safety and live a hard life in another 
country. 

But listen, you should learn from that. As concerned as people are about their physical 
safety, that's how concerned you should be about your spiritual safety because, look at 
this, your body is going to go into the ground and it's going to decay. You're so worried 
about staying alive, I'm going to promise something to all of you: you're not. You're so 
worried about staying alive, all of you are going to die so all that worry is not going to do 
you much good in the end. Your body is going to go in the grave and worms are going to 
eat it but do you know what? Your soul is going to live forever and you should be 
concerned about the safety of your soul. 
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The casual attitude that many people have toward the sins is a threat. Let's pray that as a 
church we would take these sins seriously, not by being fake or pretending like, "Oh, I 
can't struggle at church." No, we're saved by grace. We're saved by grace. Do you know 
what graced does that's awesome? It's so different from the world. I'll finish with this. 
Honestly, I'm going way over but this is big thing. In the world they only do 2 things with 
sexual sin basically, right? This is basically, there are 2 approaches in the world to sexual 
sin, okay? Treat them like it's no big deal or crucify a guy for struggling with it. So those 
are the 2 basic things. Laugh at it, treat it like it's no big deal, "Oh, we found out you did 
it. We hate you." That's basically the 2 options in the world. Grace in the church is very 
different. It's very different. We think because we've been saved by grace and because we 
know what Jesus Christ has done and because we know about hell, we take sexual sin 
very seriously. Yeah, we hate this. This is something that destroys and we don't want to 
have anything to do with it but at the same time, because we've been saved by grace, 
because we've been saved by grace, we're very loving and gracious and kind to those who 
struggle with sexual sin because we realize that the only way any of us can change is by 
the great work of Christ in and through our hearts. Let's pray that God will help us to be a 
church that really shines as a light.

Heavenly Father, thank you for this word. Thank you for your word. Lord, we pray that 
we would not only talk about it but that we would live it. If there is anyone here today 
who needs help, God, please help them. Please give them the courage to find help, to be 
honest about what's going on in their life, to be held accountable. Lord, that they 
wouldn't hear this as, "Hey, hey, we're against you," but hear this message as, "Hey, hey,  
we're for you. Can we help you?" Lord, may this be a church where we see many Rahab 
the prostitutes and we see many people that you have saved by your great grace brought 
into your kingdom who once struggled with significant and serious sexual sin. We ask 
this, Jesus, in your name. Amen.
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