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“THE GREAT BANQUET”

I. Introduction 

A. When it comes to reading for pure enjoyment, I haven’t come across many 
things that surpass the writings of P.G. Wodehouse, especially his Jeeves 
and Wooster stories.  

1. Among the many recurring themes in these stories, one has to do 
with the fact that one of Bertie Wooster’s aunts employs a French 
chef named Anatole who is an absolute culinary genius.  

2. Bertie goes through all sorts of exploits to ensure that Anatole 
remains in his aunt’s employ or to avoid being banished from his 
aunt’s dinner table.  

3. One thing that is sure to incite Bertie to action is the fear of missing 
out on Anatole’s sumptuous cuisine.  

B. Our text in Luke warns us of the danger of missing out on the blessings of 
the kingdom of God, and it does so by using the image of a great banquet.  

1. We saw another example of this kind of imagery in the verses from 
Isaiah that served as our call to worship this morning:  “On this 
mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 
rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of 
aged wine well refined.” (Isa. 25:6 ESV)  

2. Of course, the purpose of the great end-times feast is not to satisfy 
the refined palates of epicureans like Bertie Wooster.  

3. God’s heavenly banquet is a feast for the human soul.  

4. It is the only place where the deepest longings of the soul can be 
satisfied.  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5. Because of this, it would be the greatest tragedy of all to miss out 
on God’s great banquet.  

6. As we study this passage this morning, we will consider three 
things that it teaches us about this great banquet:  the invitation, the 
excuses, and the guests.  

II. The Invitation 

A. The setting for our text is the same as it was for the first part of chapter 14:  
Jesus is a guest at a Sabbath dinner in the home of a prominent Pharisee.  

1. As we saw in last week’s sermon, Jesus’s actions and teachings at 
this meal stirred up considerable tension.  

2. First, he performed a healing on the Sabbath, once again 
disregarding the teaching of the Pharisees on the proper way to 
keep the Sabbath. 

3. Then he confronted the Pharisees for their status-seeking and their 
self-interested acts of generosity.  

4. Jesus made those points by using the imagery of a banquet, and 
then he said that acts of true generosity will be rewarded by God at 
“the resurrection of the just.”  

5. This banquet imagery, combined with the mention of the final 
resurrection, prompted one of the guests to declare, “Blessed is 
everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”  

6. This comment was not intended to contribute to a serious 
theological discussion.  

7. It was nothing more than an expression of pious sentiment.  

8. It was an attempt to ease the tension by turning everyone’s 
attention to more pleasant things.  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9. It was the kind of statement that was meant to be met with a hearty 
‘Here, here!’ from the other guests.  

10. In the minds of the Pharisees and those who followed them, their 
participation in the messianic banquet in the consummated 
kingdom of God was a given.  

11. The man who spoke these words certainly had no doubt that he 
would enjoy the blessing of eating bread in God’s kingdom.  

12. There are many today who are just like that man.  

13. Many people simply assume that they will go to heaven when they 
die.  

14. But Jesus’s response to this man’s exclamation makes it clear that 
entry into God’s kingdom is not a given.  

B. Jesus did not let this man’s superficial remark about the heavenly banquet 
go unanswered.  

1. He took this matter seriously.  

2. He showed how serious he took it by telling a parable to illustrate 
what the kingdom of God is like.  

3. Jesus tells of a man who planned a great banquet and sent out 
invitations to many people.  

4. In that culture, an initial invitation would go out in advance and 
people would reply to let the host know that they are coming.   

5. This was necessary in order for the host to know how much food 
would need to be prepared.  

6. Once all the preparations had been made, a servant would go out 
and tell the guests that all was ready.  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7. The host’s initial invitation is a picture of the promises that the 
Lord gave his people throughout the Old Testament.  

8. And the servant’s announcement that the banquet is ready is a 
picture of how Jesus came saying that all of God’s promises were 
reaching their fulfillment in him.  

C. We should pause and reflect upon the fact that our Lord would use the 
image of a great feast to depict his promise of salvation.  

1. This image tells us that the gospel of Jesus Christ is about God’s 
provision for the satisfaction of the desires of our souls.  

2. Though we deserve to spend eternity in hell for our sins, God has 
provided a way for our sins to be forgiven so that our souls can 
enjoy an eternity in his blessed presence.  

3. Listen to what J.C. Ryle has to say about this:  “The Gospel contains 
a full supply of everything that sinners need in order to be saved.  
We are all naturally starving, empty, helpless, and ready to perish.  
Forgiveness of all sin, and peace with God, justification of the 
person, and sanctification of the heart — grace by the way, and 
glory in the end — are the gracious provision which God has 
prepared for the wants of our souls.  There is nothing that sin-laden 
hearts can wish, or weary consciences require, which is not spread 
before men in rich abundance in Christ.  Christ, in one word, is the 
sum and substance of the ‘great supper.’”  

4. This is what is offered to us in the gospel.  

5. There are many things that we want, many things that we long for.  

6. But Christ, and Christ alone, meets the deepest needs of our souls.  

III. The Excuses  

A. In Jesus’s parable, the people who had initially accepted the host’s 
invitation responded with lame excuses when the time for the banquet 
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arrived.  

1. This is a picture of how most of the Jews living in the first century 
responded to Jesus.  

2. The Jews were the first to be invited to the messianic feast.  

3. All the promises that God had given in the Old Testament era 
pointed ahead to that feast.  

4. The Jews were eagerly anticipating the arrival of Messiah’s 
kingdom.  

5. But when Jesus came and announced that the kingdom was being 
inaugurated in his ministry, most of the Jews rejected him.  

B. The excuses that are given by the people in the parable are all pretexts.  

1. These people knew that the day of the banquet was approaching.  

2. They had received the initial invitation and sent in their R.S.V.P.s to 
confirm that they were coming.  

3. But when the day of the feast actually arrived, they were too busy 
with their own concerns to be bothered with attending.  

4. None of the excuses they gave were legitimate reasons for not 
attending the banquet.  

5. The men who purchased the field and the livestock could have 
easily inspected them the next day.  

6. The man who cited his marriage as an excuse had certainly not 
gotten married that very day, since it would not be feasible for a 
village to have two large celebrations at the same time.  

7. In giving these excuses, the people were showing that other things 
were more important to them.  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8. This sort of behavior is bad manners in any culture, but in the 
Middle East it was an overt insult.  

9. This explains why the master was so angry.  

C. Of course, none of the excuses given by the people in the parable were 
inherently evil.  

1. There is nothing wrong with making purchases or getting married.  

2. The point that Jesus is making is that these people let earthly 
concerns prevent them from entering God’s kingdom.  

3. We see the same thing happening in the world today.  

4. People reject or ignore Christ because they are too attached to the 
things of this world.  

5. The things of this life are more important to them than eternal life.  

6. They are too preoccupied with their earthly concerns, interests, and 
commitments to busy themselves with spiritual matters.   

7. If you think about this in the light of eternity, you begin to see how 
foolish it is.  

8. As John Calvin explains, “the cares of this world, when we become 
entangled by them, are so many impediments in our way to keep 
us back from the kingdom of God.  It is truly base and shameful, 
that men who were created for a heavenly life, should be under the 
influence of such brutish stupidity, as to be entirely carried away 
after transitory things.”  

D. There are many ways in which the invitation to God’s great banquet can 
be refused.  

1. Some people never show any interest in the gospel.   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2. Some people take offense at various aspects of the Christian 
message.  

3. Some investigate Christianity for a time, but then they eventually 
move on to other things.   

4. Some might make a profession of faith in Christ, but then they fail 
to persevere in the faith.  

5. In all of these cases, in one way or another, the gospel invitation is 
being turned down.  

6. Nobody will be admitted into heaven if they refuse the invitation 
that is held out in the gospel.   

7. This is the meaning of Jesus’s chilling words in verse 24:  “I tell you, 
none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.”  

8. It should be noted that Jesus is no longer referring to the banquet in 
the parable when he speaks these words.  

9. He is talking about the messianic banquet in the consummated 
kingdom of God.  

10. We know this because, as the footnote in the ESV specifies, the 
word “you” is plural in the Greek, which means that the words 
spoken in verse 24 are not the words of the master to his servant 
but the words of Jesus to the guests at the dinner.  

IV. The Guests 

A. In the last part of Jesus’s parable, the host responds to the excuses offered 
by those who were initially invited to the banquet by extending the 
invitation to others.  

1. He tells his servant to go out into the streets and lanes of the city 
and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.  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2. These people represent the outcasts in Israelite society.  

3. Under the law of Moses, maimed people were banned from full 
participation in Israel’s worship because their bodily infirmities 
pointed to the fact that they belonged to a race that is under God’s 
curse due to our sin.  

4. Of course, this did not mean that the lame in Israel could not be 
saved.  

5. God set things up that way because he wanted his people to 
understand the devastating effect that sin has had upon man’s 
relationship with God.  

6. The Old Testament’s ceremonial laws demonstrated that no one 
who has not been made whole can draw near to God.  

7. The point of Jesus’s parable is that anyone who responds to the 
gospel invitation will be made whole.  

8. The messianic banquet is open to everyone who will come to it.  

9. The only ones who will not gain access to it are those who refuse to 
receive Christ.  

B. After the servant brings the crippled and lame to the feast, there is still 
room for more guests.  

1. So the host tells his servant to go out into the highways and hedges 
and compel others to come in.  

2. This is talking about the offer of the gospel to the Gentiles.  

3. If the Pharisees who were in attendance at this dinner understood 
what Jesus was saying in this parable, they would have been 
scandalized by it.  

4. Jesus was saying that any Israelite who rejected him would be shut 
out of the messianic banquet, and that any poor or unclean person 
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who received him would be welcomed at that banquet.  

5. The kingdom of God is not for those who think that they are 
entitled to it because of their birthright or their status or their 
works. 

6. The kingdom of God is for anyone who will receive Jesus Christ as 
he is offered in the gospel.  

V. Conclusion 

A. The only guests at the great banquet will be those who admit that they 
have no hope of getting in on the basis of who they are or what they have 
done.  

B. The only ones who will partake of that glorious feast will be those who 
have laid hold of Christ by faith.  

C. And as they bask in the delights of having perfect communion with God 
in that place, they will exclaim again and again:  
 
Why was I made to hear your voice,  
And enter while there’s room, 
When thousands make a wretched choice,  
And rather starve than come? 
 
’Twas the same love that spread the feast  
That sweetly drew us in; 
Else we had still refused to taste, 
And perished in our sin.  


