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Walking through the Text 
 
10 But whatever city you (the seventy-Luke 10:1) enter and they do not receive you (picture: 
welcome with open arms and a hand shake; Simeon and the baby Jesus-Luke 2:28; Rahab and the spies-Hebrews 11:31), go out into its streets and say,  
 
11 ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you (what 
the Jews would do when leaving Gentile territory and entering the land of Israel; Paul in Pisidian Antioch-Acts 13:51); yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God (the reign of God of 
full and lasting joy and peace-Romans 14:17) has come near. (picture: the door to the 
kingdom was opened right in front of you and was within your reach-Romans 10:6-8)’  
 
12 I say to you, it will be more tolerable (less harsh and terrible; more endurable-Luke 12:47-
48) in that day for Sodom (OT city near the Dead Sea that was destroyed by fire from 
heaven-Genesis 19:24; 2 Peter 2:6) than for that city.  
 
13 “Woe to you (exclamation of grief – ‘Oh no!’ – sorrow because of sorrow or coming 
sorrow; opposite of blessed-Isaiah 6:5; Luke 6:25), Chorazin (city in Galilee near 
Capernaum)! Woe to you, Bethsaida (city in Galilee near Capernaum; healing of the blind 
man – Mark 8:22-26; Feeding of the 5,000 – Luke 9:10-17)! For if the miracles had been 
performed in Tyre and Sidon (primary cities of the Phoenician empire, northwest of Israel 
that were rich and prosperous and proud and evil and cruel; Isaiah 23:8; Ezekiel 28:12; Amos 1:9) which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago (picture: change of mind 
leading to a change of behavior; like Nineveh under the preaching of Jonah – Jonah 3:4-5; Matthew 12:41; Luke 11:32; Acts 11:18; Hebrews 6:6), sitting in sackcloth and ashes 
(picture: mourning in black clothing; Jacob over Joseph – Genesis 37:34).  
 
14 But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment (word from which we get 
‘crisis’ – Romans 2:5) than for you.  
 
15 And you, Capernaum (city on the Sea of Galilee; home base for the ministry of Jesus and 
where much of his ministry and miracles took place; Matthew 4:13; healing of the leper 
and the centurion’s servant and Peter’s mother-in-law and all who were ill – Matthew 8:1-
17; casting out the demon in the synagogue – Mark 1:21-28; healing of the paralytic dropped through the roof – Mark 2:1-12), will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You will be 
brought down to Hades (place of the dead; here: hell; Christ – Acts 2:27; Rich man and 
Lazarus – Luke 16:23)!  
 
16 “The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects (picture: to set aside 
because it is despised; Herod – Mark 6:26; law of Moses – Hebrews 10:28-29) you (the 
messenger – 2 Corinthians 5:18-21) rejects Me (the Savior -Acts 4:12); and he who rejects Me 
rejects the One who sent Me (the Satisfier-Psalm 16:11).” – Luke 10:10-16 
 



Application  
 

1. Put ‘that day’ on your calendar. (Luke 10:12, 14) 
 
What does this mean for believers? John 5:24; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10. What does this mean for 
unbelievers? Matthew 25:46; Revelation 20:11-15. There is a Judgment Day for all of us. All 
men will stand before Jesus and give an account of their lives. Every person is made by God, 
owned by God, and will be judged by God and the day has already been put on God’s calendar. 
It needs to be put on ours! 
 

2. Recognize that what you do or don’t do matters. (Luke 10:12, 14) 
 
What does this mean for believers? Luke 19:15-18; 1 Corinthians 15:41-42. What does this mean 
for unbelievers? Luke 12:47-48; John 19:11; Mark 12:38-40. Judgment will not be ‘one size fits 
all.’ What we do makes a difference in the judgment received. There will be lesser or greater 
reward for believers and lesser or greater punishment for unbelievers on Judgment Day. 
 

3. Recognize that your blessings matter. (Luke 10:12-15) 
 
What does this mean for believers? Luke 12:48. What does this mean for unbelievers? Luke 
8:18; Hebrews 10:26-31. Chorazin and Bethsaida and Capernaum weren’t receiving greater 
punishment because they committed worse crimes than Sodom and Tyre and Sidon, but because 
they rejected a greater good and despised a greater love! Judgment will take into account our 
privileges, especially gospel privileges (how we have been loved by God). 
Judgment will be in light of gospel privileges. God’s goodness to us increases the debt that we 
owe Him. 
 

4. Hear in the gospel a real offer of real forgiveness from a real heart of love. (Luke 
10:10-11) 

 
What does this mean for believers? Luke 14:16-24. What does this mean for unbelievers? 
Matthew 22:1-14. The judgment of God does not punish theoretical rejection of an empty 
promise based on a non-existent provision, but exercises justice for the despising of a real, 
sincere offer from God of mercy arising from His heart of love. Judgment for rejecting the 
gospel (despising the love of God in Christ) highlights a real free offer of the gospel. Real 
judgment flows from a real rejection of a real offer made by real love. 
 

5. Know that your life and testimony matters. (Luke 10:16) 
 
What does this mean for believers? Luke 14:16-24. What does this mean for unbelievers? 
Matthew 22:1-14. Our testimony to Christ is the testimony of Christ and the testimony of God 
concerning Christ! This makes our words of immeasurable significance. 
 
 


