
Cookeville Primitive Baptist Church 
4/6/2014 
James 2:1-9

James 2:1-9 1  My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord 
of glory, with respect of persons. 2  For if there come unto your assembly a man 
with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile 
raiment; 3  And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto 
him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit 
here under my footstool: 4  Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become 
judges of evil thoughts? 5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised 
to them that love him? 6  But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress 
you, and draw you before the judgment seats? 7  Do not they blaspheme that 
worthy name by the which ye are called? 8  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the 
scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9  But if ye have 
respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. !
Though there is no wherefore or therefore, the chapter breaks at a point where James is 
continuing a thought through from the previous verses. !

James 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world. !

1  My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons. !
The doing of the word and the work (our religion or our faith) is not to be done with 
respect of persons. Respect of persons is favoritism or partiality. It is judging and taking 
action based upon outward appearance, rather than inward appearance. !
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory was no respecter of persons.  !

Hebrews 1:1-4 1  God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, 2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the 
worlds; 3  Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his 
person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by 
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 
4  Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they. !

Jesus Christ came to fulfill the law and the prophets (the old testament). !
Matthew 5:17-18 17  Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18  For verily I say unto you, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be fulfilled. !!
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Matthew 22:35-38 35  Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, 
tempting him, and saying, 36  Master, which is the great commandment in the 
law? 37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38  This is the first and great 
commandment. 39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. 40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. !

John the Baptist ushered in a new testament of Jesus Christ. !
Luke 16:13-16 13  No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon. 14  And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these 
things: and they derided him. 15  And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify 
yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly 
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 16  The law and the 
prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, 
and every man presseth into it. !

Jesus Christ added a new commandment for the kingdom of God. !
John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. !

The law and prophets (old testament) gives us clear direction regarding the respect of 
persons. !

Leviticus 19:15  Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not 
respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: but in 
righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour. !
Deuteronomy 1:17  Ye shall not respect persons in judgment; but ye shall 
hear the small as well as the great; ye shall not be afraid of the face of man; for the 
judgment is God's: and the cause that is too hard for you, bring it unto me, and I will 
hear it. !
Deuteronomy 16:19  Thou shalt not wrest judgment; thou shalt not respect 
persons, neither take a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert the 
words of the righteous. !
2 Chronicles 19:7  Wherefore now let the fear of the LORD be upon you; take heed 
and do it: for there is no iniquity with the LORD our God, nor respect of 
persons, nor taking of gifts. !

All of these scriptures from the old testament command that God’s children are not to 
respect persons. That is, we are not to look upon the outward appearance to judge, but 
rather are to treat all persons with equality in judgement. This doing of the word and 
work fulfills God’s greatest commandments. 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Jesus Christ gave us clear examples regarding the respect of persons. !
Matthew 9:10-13 10  And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, 
behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his 
disciples. 11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth 
your Master with publicans and sinners? 12  But when Jesus heard that, he said unto 
them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 13  But 
go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I 
am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. !
John 8:1-11 1  Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2  And early in the morning he 
came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and 
taught them. 3  And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman 
taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4  They say unto him, 
Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5  Now Moses in the law 
commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6  This 
they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, 
and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7  So when they 
continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without 
sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8  And again he stooped down, 
and wrote on the ground. 9  And they which heard it, being convicted by their 
own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the 
last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10  
When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, 
Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11  
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn 
thee: go, and sin no more. !
Luke 7:36-50 36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. 
And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 37  And, behold, a 
woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in 
the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 38  And stood at 
his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did 
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. 39  Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, 
he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is 
a sinner. 40  And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto 
thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 41  There was a certain creditor which had two 
debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 42  And when they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love 
him most? 43  Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. 
And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 44  And he turned to the woman, 
and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, 
thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 45  Thou gavest me no 
kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. 46  My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. 47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little. (Continued)  
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(Continued) 48  And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 49  And they that 
sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that 
forgiveth sins also? 50  And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved 
thee; go in peace. !
Matthew 22:16  And they sent out unto him their disciples with the Herodians, 
saying, Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in 
truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou regardest not the person of 
men. !

Jesus Christ: 
1. Fulfilled the royal law,  
2. Demonstrated true religion, and  
3. Was no respecter of persons while doing the word and work.  
4. Also, he did not sin, by keeping himself unspotted from the world.  !
We must do the same: love without partiality and show mercy without sharing in sin. !

Colossians 3:9-11 9  Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds; 10  And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge after the image of him that created him: 11  Where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: 
but Christ is all, and in all. !
Galatians 3:26-29 26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. 27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29  And if ye be Christ's, 
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. !

2  For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, 
and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 3  And ye have respect to him 
that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and 
say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 4  Are ye not then 
partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? !
James gives the preferential treatment of the rich above the poor as an example, but 
partiality among God’s children, based upon any worldly distinction, is condemned as 
evil. !
5  Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich 
in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him? 6  
But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before 
the judgment seats? 7  Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye 
are called? 8  If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well: 9  But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit 
sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors. !!
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James explains that God has chosen the poor (Gentiles, uncircumcised, enslaved, Barbarian, 
women) and has made them heirs to his kingdom and that it is a sin, a transgression of the law, 
to prefer one person over another. The only time it is not a sin is when we prefer others over 
ourselves. !

Romans 12:9-21 9  Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; 
cleave to that which is good. 10  Be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 11  Not slothful in business; 
fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12  Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; 
continuing instant in prayer; 13  Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to 
hospitality. 14  Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not. 15  Rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 16  Be of the same mind one 
toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise 
in your own conceits. 17  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in 
the sight of all men. 18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men. 19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it 
is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 20  Therefore if thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head. 21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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