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20 

Guard, my son, the commandment of your father,  

And do not neglect the law of your mother; 
21 

Bind them upon your heart continually,
1
  

Tie them upon your neck. 

22 
When you walk about, it will guide you;  

When you lie down, it will keep watch over 

you;  

And when you awake, it itself will talk
2
 with 

you. 
23 

For a lamp is the commandment, 

And the law a light,  

And the way of life is the reproofs of 

discipline. 

Introduction: “Of course we believe the Bible. But...” 

 

I. Expounding the Text 

A. Function of 6:20-23 

 

B. Elements 

1. The student (v. 20) 

 

 

2. The teachers and their curriculum 

a. Verse 20 mentions both mother and father 

 

b. However, notice: 

i. Similarity to passages in Deuteronomy (6:6–9; 11:18–20): 

 

 

ii. Terms used of God’s word in… 

(1) Deut 4:5-6 

 

(2) Psalm 19:8b, 9, 11 

  

(3) Psalm 119:1, 3, 6, 9 

 

iii. Terms used of the parents’ teaching: 

1:8 ; 4:4; 4:11; 6:20  

 

iv. Fact that, in Proverbs, the parents are never wrong 

 

c. Conclusion: 

 

3. The benefits: 

a. Comprehensive guidance and protection… (v. 22) 

i. “When you walk about, it will guide you” 

 

ii. “When you lie down, it will keep watch over you” 

 

iii. “And when you awake, it itself will talk with you” 

 

                                                 
1
 Or “regularly.” 

2
 Or “she will guide…she will keep watch…she herself will talk.” 



 2 

b. …Suited to our deepest needs (v. 23) 

i. “For a lamp is the commandment” 

 

ii. “And the law a light” 

 

iii. “And the way of life is the reproofs of discipline” 

 

II. Applying the Text 

A. Am I a “______”? 

1. On the literal level 

 

2. On the spiritual level 

Gen ____:___ 

John 1:12; 3:3 

Galatians 3:26; 4:6 

 

B. Am I Teachable? 

1. Solomon warns that not everyone is teachable 

12:15  

26:12  

27:22 [NAS]  

2. Here’s what I need to be teachable: Proverbs 30:1-6 

a. Right view of ________ (vv. 1-4) 

 
b. Right view of ______ (vv. 5-6) 

 

 
c. These are necessary components of the fear of God 

 

C. Are My Expectations Right? 

 

 

D. Is My ______ Right? 

 

 

III. Celebrating the Text 

A. What We Need 

 

 

B. What God Has Given 

1. From this text: 

 

 

2. From other texts 

…the sinner finds the way of salvation through Scripture (Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 

3:15; Hebrews 2: 1-3). The believer is made fruitful (Psalm 1:2, 3) and successful in the 

will of God (Joshua 1:8), warned and kept from sin (Psalms 19:11; 119:9,11), made holy 

(John 17:17), given wisdom (Psalm 19:7) and freeing knowledge of the truth (John 8: 31-

32), taught the fear of God (Psalm 119:38), counseled (Psalm 119:24), taught, reproved, 

corrected, and disciplined in the way of righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16) by Scripture. 

Scripture is, in short, the fully adequate revelation of the person, ways, and will of God. 

  

C. How We Must Use It (6:20-21) 


