
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The Lord’s Day, April 30, 2017	
	

“…taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ…”	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

ORDER OF WORSHIP 	
	
	
	

Thank you for joining us this morning! At Christ the King, our 
worship is a divine-human dialogue, in accordance with Scriptural 
example and precedent, alternatively hearing God’s Word	
and responding in prayer, song, or meditation. The gray boxes 
throughout the bulletin were written to aid each worshipper in 
thoughtful and meaningful participation in this dialogue. Please 
prepare your heart by reading through the bulletin, praying for 
those leading and worshipping around you, and silencing all 
communication devices.	

	
We encourage parents to involve children as soon as possible 
in the worship service. In consideration of other worshippers, 
we request parents with children not yet ready for unobtrusive	
participation in worship to utilize the nursery or, if necessary, the 
cry room. A nursery is available for children ages 3 months to 3 
years during all Sunday morning activities.	

	
	
	

W e A p p ro A ch  the  L ord 	
	

Prelude	
	

Call to Worship	



	
	
	
	

Two aspects of our sermon today are highlighted in this call to 
worship. One is that God is a god who works, who is constantly 
active, in contrast to the passive God whom the deists imagine. 
The other is that God has given us “the inheritance of the nations,” 
and both of these are facts that should energize our efforts to	
obey the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations.	

	
Psalm 111 ESV	
1  Praise the LORD!	

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.	

2  Great are the works of the LORD, 
studied by all who delight in them.	

3  Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 
and his righteousness endures forever.	

4  He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 
the LORD is gracious and merciful.	

5  He provides food for those who fear him; 
he remembers his covenant forever.	

6  He has shown his people the power of his works, 
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.	

7  The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
all his precepts are trustworthy;	

8  they are established forever and ever,	
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

9  He sent redemption to his people;	
he has commanded his covenant forever. 
Holy and awesome is his name!	

10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;	
all those who practice it have a good understanding. 
His praise endures forever!	

	
Prayer of Adoration and Invocation	



	
	
	

* Hymn of Praise	
	

Our opening hymn today expresses our confidence in praise, 
confidence that God’s almighty power will accompany us in our 
quest to make disciples of all nations and to subdue them under 
His loving hand.	

	
“God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength” (Trinity Hymnal #40)	

	
W e A ccept A  N eW  M eMeber INto our coveNANt coMMuNIty  

th r o u g h  b A p t I s M 	
Verity Joy Cary	

	
W e A ckNoWLedge our sIN 	
* Reading from the Law	

	
Our warfare and the inheritance we have been promised is 
essentially the same as that of the Israelites, but there are some	
redemptive-historical adjustments. We do not do physical warfare 
with the human members of the kingdom of Satan, and our 
inheritance is not merely land. God “has given us the inheritance of 
the nations,” as we have already seen. So, although we do seek to 
destroy the dominion of Satan and his spiritual forces, we seek to 
rescue their human captives and incorporate them into the kingdom 
of Christ, making them his disciples. The command, as we seek to do 
these things, is the same to us as to Israel then: do not fear them, 
because the power of God attends us. All timidity and concomitant 
quietism before the world with respect to the proclamation of the 
gospel is sin against God and unbelief in His promise and power.	

	
Deuteronomy 8:17-24 ESV		
17  “If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How	
can I dispossess them?’ 18  you shall not be afraid of them but you shall 
remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt,	
19  the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, the wonders, the 
mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the Lord your God 
brought you out. So will the Lord your God do to all the peoples	
of whom you are afraid. 20  Moreover, the Lord your God will send 
hornets among them, until those who are left and hide themselves 
from you are destroyed. 21  You shall not be in dread of them, for the	



	
	
	

Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. 22  The 
Lord your God will clear away these nations before you little by little. 
You may not make an end of them at once, lest the wild beasts grow 
too numerous for you. 23  But the Lord your God will give them over 
to you and throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed. 
24  And he will give their kings into your hand, and you shall make	
their name perish from under heaven. No one shall be able to stand 
against you until you have destroyed them.	

	
Silent Confession of Sin 

Corporate Confession of Sin	
	

The greatest obstacle to our obedience to the Great Commission 
is our lack of faith, which we confess in this prayer for renewed 
commitment and power from God.	

	
“Heal Us, Emmanuel”		
CH:  Heal us, Emmanuel, here we stand 

Waiting to feel Thy touch	
To deep wounded souls reach forth Thy hand 
Oh Savior, we are such	

	
1.	 Our faith is feeble, we confess	

We faintly trust Thy word; 
But will You pity us the less? 
Be that far from You Lord!		

2.	 Remember him who once applied	
With trembling for relief;	
“Lord, I believe,” with tears he cried; 
“O help my unbelief!”	

	
3.	 She, too, who touched you in the press	

And healing virtue stole,	
Was answered, “Daughter, go in peace; 
Thy faith has made thee whole.”	

	
4.	 Like her, with hopes and fears we come	

To touch You if we may;	
O send us not despairing home; 
Send none unhealed away.		
©1999 Kevin Twit Music. Words: William Cowper. Music: Kevin Twit. CCL #2223976.	



	
	
	

We rejoIce IN the AssurANce of forgIveNess	
	

Assurance of Pardoning Grace	
	

“Waiting on the Lord” means committing ourselves to serve 
Him, not exercising patience. It is the fruit of repentance, and is	
rewarded with God’s promise to give provision of the strength and 
endurance necessary to prevail in our mission.	

	
Isaiah 40:27-31 ESV		
27  Why do you say, O Jacob, 
and speak, O Israel,	
“My way is hidden from the Lord,	
and my right is disregarded by my God”?	
28  Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The Lord is the everlasting God,	
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary;	
his understanding is unsearchable. 
29  He gives power to the faint,	
and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
30  Even youths shall faint and be weary,	
and young men shall fall exhausted;	
31  but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;	
they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint.	

	
* Hymn of Assurance	

	
We pray now for Christ’s abiding presence with us as we seek to 
win the world to Him.	

	
“Jesus with Thy Church Abide”		
1.	 Jesus, with Thy church abide;	

Be her Savior, Lord, and Guide, 
While on earth her faith is tried: 
We beseech Thee, hear us,	
We beseech Thee, hear us.	



	
	
	

2.	 Keep her life and doctrine pure;	
Grant her patience to endure, 
Trusting in Thy promise sure: 
We beseech Thee, hear us, 
We beseech Thee, hear us.		

3.	 May she one in doctrine be,	
One in truth and charity, 
Winning all to faith in Thee: 
We beseech Thee, hear us, 
We beseech Thee, hear us.		

4.	 May she guide the poor and blind,	
Seek the lost until she find	
And the brokenhearted bind: 
We beseech Thee, hear us, 
We beseech Thee, hear us.		
©1997 Christopher Miner Music. Words: Thomas Pollock. Music: Christopher Miner. CCL #2223976.	

	
	

We prAy for eAch other	
	

Prayers of Intercession		
(The minister will lead us in prayer, taking requests from individuals.)	



	
	
	

We heAr INstructIoN froM the Lord	
	

Sermon	
“An Invincible Army” (Rev. Mike Biggs)		
* Acts 5:17-42 ESV		
17  But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the	
party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the 
apostles and put them in the public prison. 19  But during the night an 
angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, 
and said, 20  “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life.” 21  And when they heard this, they entered 
the temple at daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high 
priest came, and those who were with him, they called together the 
council, all the senate of the people of Israel, and sent to the prison 
to have them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not	
find them in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found 
the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but 
when we opened them we found no one inside.” 24  Now when the 
captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they 
were greatly perplexed about them, wondering what this would	
come to. 25  And someone came and told them, “Look! The men 
whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching 
the people.” 26 Then the captain with the officers went and brought	
them, but not by force, for they were afraid of being stoned by the 
people. 27  And when they had brought them, they set them before 
the council. And the high priest questioned them, 28  saying, “We 
strictly charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have	
filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man’s	
blood upon us.” 29  But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must 
obey God rather than men. 30  The God of our fathers raised Jesus, 
whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31  God exalted him at 
his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32  And we are witnesses to these things, and so 
is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33 

When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.	
34  But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law 
held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the 
men outside for a little while. 35  And he said to them, “Men of Israel, 
take care what you are about to do with these men. 36  For before 
these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number	



	
	
	

of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who 
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37  After him Judas 
the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some 
of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him 
were scattered. 38  So in the present case I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of 
man, it will fail; 39  but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow 
them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40  and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them 
and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them	
go. 41  Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they 
were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42  And every 
day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.	

	
	

W e co M M u N e  W I th  o ur L ord 	
	

Communion Meditation 

Words of Institution 

Prayer of Consecration 

Confession of Faith	

The Apostles’ Creed	
	

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.		
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under	
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended	
into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.	

	
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. (*or universal)	



	
	
	

Distribution of Elements	
	

Because we believe that wine was used in the Last Supper and	
is thus more in accord with the fullness of symbolism intended by 
God in the Lord’s Supper, we offer wine and encourage those who 
take part in Communion to take this. For those with conscientious 
convictions against the use of wine, however, we offer the option 
of grape juice, which is contained in the inner circle of the	
communion trays. The cups containing wine are in the outer circles 
of the trays.	

	
“O Wherefore Do the Nations Rage” (Trinity Hymnal #314) 

(sung to the tune of #561)	
“When in His Might the Lord” (Trinity Hymnal #360) v. 3, 4	

	
	

We respoNd to the grAce of the Lord	
	

Offering Meditation	
	

One of the ways we give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord is 
in supporting that work with our treasure. As we do so we express	
our confidence in the invincibility of His kingdom by our unreserved 
participation in its edification.	

	
I Corinthians 15:57, 58 ESV		
57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 58  Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast,	
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
in the Lord your labor is not in vain.	

	
Presentation of Offerings		

See Communion	



	
	
	

* Doxology (Trinity Hymnal #731)		
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow;	
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;	
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.	

	
Prayer of Dedication	

	
	

We respoNd to the Word	
	
	

As we leave today, we celebrate God’s unfailing provision 
for and grace to His Church, from which living water flows 
(Ezekiel 47:1-12; John 7:37-39).	

	
* “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” (Trinity Hymnal #345)	

	
Benediction	



	
	

VISION 	
	
	

Purpose (our reason for existence): to reverse the effects of rebellion 
against God (sin)	

	
Mission (what we are called to do): to build the Kingdom of God, by…		

· 	 adding people (incorporation)		
· 	 building people (edification)	

	
Core Values (our fundamental commitments):		

1.	 Knowing truth from God (Scripture)		
2.	 Being right with God (Justification)		
3.	 Living life for God (Sanctification)	

	
Goals (what we seek to accomplish):		

1.	 Worship—People experiencing and being attracted to and trained	
in the enjoyment of God		

2.	 Fellowship—People displaying and enjoying genuinely loving and	
giving relationships/Christian community		

3.   Christian Education—People being confronted with and oriented to 
the whole truth of God	

	
4.	 Outreach—People being drawn to the Church and trained to draw	

others	
	

5.	 Mercy—People caring about and meeting the material needs of	
both non-Christians and other Christians	

	
How can you be a part of all this? 

  



	
	
	
	

SERMON NOTES 	
April 30, 2017	

	
	

“An Invincible Army” (Rev. Mike Biggs) 

Acts 5:17-42	
	
	
	

Introduction:	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Why is the mission of the Church invincible?	
	

I.	 The Church’s mission is invincible because it is empowered by an	
almighty God, vv. 17-26.	
A. The illusion of Satan’s invincibility.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. The humor of God’s invincibility.	



	
	
	

II.	 The Church’s mission is invincible because it is commissioned by an	
immanent God, vv. 27--32.	
A. God’s surpassing authority.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. God’s unfailing support.	



	
	
	

III.	 The Church’s mission is invincible because it is confirmed by an active	
God, vv. 33-42.	
A. The futility of godless fervor.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

B. The infallibility of godly endeavor.	



	
	
	
	

For Your Personal Devotions	
	
	
	

Points of Application:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Memorable Illustrations:	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Evaluation:	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Questions for Further Study:	
	


