
THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW 1 TIMOTHY 1:8-11 APRIL 24, 2016 

I. What is the Law? 

A. The Mosaic Law Summarized in the Ten Commandments (1:9-10; Exo 20:1-17; cf. Exo 21-23) 

B. The Law is Good (1:8; Romans 7:12, 14, 16; Psalm 19:7-11; Psalm 119) 

II. What is the Purpose of the Law? 

A. The Unlawful Use of the Law (1:3-4, 6-8) 

1. Condemned In Romans, Galatians, etc.: Obedience as a Basis for Justification 

2. Condemned In Romans, Galatians, Acts, etc.: Works of the Law as a Necessary 

Supplement to Faith in Christ for Justification 

3. Condemned in 1 Timothy: Primarily, The Law as a Basis for Myths, Genealogies and 

Speculation (1:3-4, 6-8); Secondarily, Adding Human Traditions to the Law (4:3-5) 

B. The Lawful Use of the Law (1:8-11) 

1. "Not for the Righteous but for the lawless and disobedient. . ." (1:9; Luke 5:32) 

2. The Law and the Sound Teaching of the Gospel Agree (1:10-11; 1:5) 

C. The Three Uses of the Law 

1. Public & Political Use: For Restraint 

2. Pedagogical Use: For Condemnation which Drives to Christ (Matthew 5:48; Romans 

5:20-21; 7:7-11) 

3. Pious Use: For Sanctification (1:11; Rom 13:8-10; Gal 5:14; Matt 22:36-40) 

Quotations 

“Despite the misunderstanding and errant teaching of some, there is no disjunction between the law and the gospel. Law 

and gospel rest on the same moral base, and they complement each other.” —R. Kent Hughes & Bryan Chapell 

“Life cannot be separated from doctrine. Unhealthy theology always produces unhealthy conduct, and an unsound life 

always betrays unsound doctrine. Every sin comes ultimately from a failure to believe rightly about God.” —Philip Ryken 

1st Use of the Law: 

“It is the grace of God that changes men's hearts; but the terrors of the law may be of use to tie their hands and restrain 

their tongues.” —Matthew Henry 



“One purpose is civil. God has ordained civil laws to punish crime. Every law is given to restrain sin. Does it not then make  

men righteous? No. In refraining from murder, adultery, theft, or other sins, I do so under compulsion because I fear the 

jail, the noose. . . . These restrain me as iron bars restrain a lion and a bear. Otherwise they would tear everything to 

pieces. Such forceful restraint cannot be regarded as righteousness, rather as an indication of unrighteousness. As a wild 

beast is tied to keep it from running amuck, so the Law bridles mad and furious man to keep him from running wild. The 

need for restraint shows plainly enough that those who need the Law are not righteous, but wicked men who are fit to be 

tied. No, the Law does not justify.” —Martin Luther, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 3:19 

2nd Use of the Law: 

“This is the principal purpose of the Law and its most valuable contribution. As long as a person is not a murderer, 

adulterer, thief, he would swear that he is righteous. How is God going to humble such a person except by the Law? The 

Law is the hammer of death, the thunder of hell, and the lightning of God's wrath to bring down the proud and shameless 

hypocrites. When the Law was instituted on Mount Sinai it was accompanied by lightning, by storms, by the sound of 

trumpets, to tear to pieces that monster called self-righteousness. As long as a person thinks he is right he is going to be 

incomprehensibly proud and presumptuous. He is going to hate God, despise His grace and mercy, and ignore the 

promises in Christ. The Gospel of the free forgiveness of sins through Christ will never appeal to the self-righteous.” —

Martin Luther, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 3:19 

“The Law is a mirror to show a person what he is like, a sinner who is guilty of death, and worthy of everlasting 

punishment. What is this bruising and beating by the hand of the Law to accomplish? This, that we may find the way to 

grace. The Law is an usher to lead the way to grace. God is the God of the humble, the miserable, the afflicted. It is His 

nature to exalt the humble, to comfort the sorrowing, to heal the broken-hearted, to justify the sinners, and to save the 

condemned. The fatuous idea that a person can be holy by himself denies God the pleasure of saving sinners. God must 

therefore first take the sledge-hammer of the Law in His fists and smash the beast of self-righteousness and its brood of 

self-confidence, self-wisdom, self-righteousness, and self-help. When the conscience has been thoroughly frightened by 

the Law it welcomes the Gospel of grace with its message of a Savior who came into the world, not to break the bruised 

reed, nor to quench the smoking flax, but to preach glad tidings to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted, and to grant 

forgiveness of sins to all the captives.” —Martin Luther, Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians, 3:19 

3rd Use of the Law: 

“The third and principle use, which pertains more closely to the proper purpose of the law, finds its place among believers 

in whose hearts the Spirit of God already lives and reigns. . . . Here is the best instrument for them to learn more 

thoroughly each day the nature of the Lord’s will to which they aspire, and to confirm them in the understanding of it .”  

—John Calvin, Institutes, II, VII. 12. 

“The gospel thus requires the same conduct that the law requires—not as a way to merit grace, but as the appropriate 

response of gratitude.” —Philip Ryken 

Reflection Questions (for personal reflection and family conversation): 

1. What is the relationship between the law and the gospel? 

2. Can you say with the Psalmist, “Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day” (Ps 119:97)? Is this 

something a New Testament Christian should aspire to be able to say? 

3. How has the law functioned in your life in the past? Have you seen each of the three uses at work? 

4. Have you ever been hurt by misuse of the law? Have you ever been misled by false teachers of the law? 

5. What role should the law play in your life today? Is God using the law (or a specific portion of the law) to 

convict you of sin and to grow you in Christlikeness you today? 


