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Do you know why the Berlin Wall came down? Douglas Kelly tells 
the story in his Revelation commentary: “While we cannot be certain about 
all the details, it appears that the coming down of the Berlin Wall in 1989...
[was] the answer of God to the prayers of His suffering people on earth. It 
was as though fire was cast into the earth and burned away the Berlin Wall. 
Some media reports indicate that the final events of the coming down of the 
Berlin Wall were directly connected to prayer meetings. Lutheran young 
people in the huge Leipzig church where Johann Sebastian Bach had been 
kappelmeister had begun having prayer meetings four or five nights a week. 
Then the Roman Catholics joined them, as well as youth from other 
denominations. Eventually the parents started coming, so that they filled up 
the church and spilled into the town square, praying for God to do something 
about this terrible regime under Erich Honecher. Word spread to what was 
then East Berlin and another Lutheran church filled up the same way, and 
then the city square around that church. The government became very 
worried. It was illegal to have a meeting in East Germany of more than ten 
people without government permission, but here were assembled over 5,000 
people, four or five nights a week, praying for God to do something about 
the government. The government taught in the schools that there is no God, 
but they got very nervous when the Christians started talking to God about 
them! The dictator of East Germany called out the troops to surround this 
prayer meeting. In doing so, he made a mistake; he called East German 
troops instead of foreigners. He had not taken into account that a lot of the 
soldiers had children, wives, mothers, and fathers who were in the prayer 
meeting. Furthermore, they knew that no moral law had been broken by 
these people who were praying. Thus, when the dictator gave command to 
the troops to open fire, the troops refused to obey. The dictator was out of a 
job immediately. The next day the wall came down. Revelation 8 says that 
when the saints pray, fire is cast into the earth.” Do you hear that? The Berlin 
Wall came down because of prayer! That might be helpful and encouraging 
for us to know as we face seemingly insurmountable and rising persecution 
in our own land.   



Prayer is like, as Douglas Kelly also says, “a highway between the 
physical world and the unseen, transcendent, heavenly realm. We could 
think of prayer as what brings down the huge 18-wheeler trucks or long 
trains full of divine blessing, strength, and help. The empty trucks or trains 
first go up with our requests and then come back down this invisible 
highway, filled with the blessings that the camp needs.”   

When John sees the seventh seal opened, he saw that there was a 
silence in heaven for about half an hour. It is fascinating to see what silence 
means in the Scripture. Psalm 46 says “Be still, and know that I am God.” 
So, silence can be related to meditation, such that we realize who God is. Or, 
silence can be used at the time of judgment. Zephaniah 1:7 says, “Be silent 
before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is near; the Lord has prepared 
a sacrifice and consecrated his guests.” Silence there means that no one can 
answer God. Every mouth is shut. Ultimately, that prophecy has to refer to 
what John sees here in Revelation. For the Day of the Lord is indeed at hand. 
The Lord prepared the sacrifice of His Son Jesus, and He has consecrated 
His guests by cleansing their robes in the blood of the Lamb, as we saw last 
time. Everything in the verse in Zephaniah is fulfilled in Revelation 8. 

One question often raised at this point is whether the seventh seal is 
the seven trumpets, or whether the trumpets are merely introduced here and 
picked up later on. Given the connection that silence has with judgment, it 
seems that something actually does happen in the seventh seal. It is not just a 
summary of the seven trumpets. The evidence actually points to something 
different: the seals and the trumpets describe the same events, but from a 
slightly different perspective. The seals are more about what happens to 
God's people, whereas the trumpets are more about what happens in judging 
unbelievers. Be that as it may, we are barely introduced to the trumpets in 
verse 2 before we are drawn back to the silence and what is happening in 
that silence. There is a judgment happening. It is happening through prayer. 
That is the point of verses 3-5. 

In verse 3, an angel is given incense to offer. A translation issue raises 
the question of whether the incense is the same thing as the prayers, or 
whether the incense is added to the prayers. In Revelation 5:8, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders are holding golden bowls of incense, 
which are said actually to be the prayers of the saints. That has led a few 
commentators to conclude that 8:3 should be translated in this way: “he was 



given much incense to offer with respect to the prayers of the saints.” In 
other words, on this understanding, the incense is the same thing as the 
prayers. However, there is no need to make one passage say the exact same 
thing as another passage. Here it is one angel who is holding the incense, not 
the living creatures and the elders. The angel is engaging in a very important 
task: purifying the prayers of the saints. This leads me to believe that the 
angel described here is none other than Jesus Christ Himself, Who is often 
said to be a messenger (which is what the term “angel” means). Jesus takes 
the incense and sprinkles it on the prayers of the saints, so that our prayers 
are transformed. What is this incense? Doug Kelly explains: “This perfume 
is the worthiness of the sufferings of Christ, of his holy life and atoning 
death. As a Lamb before his shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth; 
and with his stripes we are healed (Isa. 53). It is as if the saints' prayers go 
through the wounds of Christ, through the nail prints in his hands and feet, 
and the wound in his side. The perfume of his perfection, worthiness, and 
devotion to the Father is added to our prayers as they go up to the Father, 
who has infinite power.” In other words, Jesus continues His High Priestly 
work at the right hand of the Father by purifying our prayers through His 
own shed blood, which is this incense. 

This is one reason why we do not need to worry as much as we do 
about our eloquence, or lack thereof, as we pray. Simply say what you mean, 
and talk to God. But what should we say to God? Many of us probably feel a 
bit tongue-tied at times. We don't know what to say, or how to say it. We 
don't know how to express ourselves. The secret to prayer is to pray the 
Word of God back to God. It comes from Him, and we should send it right 
back to Him. Remember, first of all, that prayer is our part of the 
conversation that God started in the Bible. God speaks to us in the Bible, and 
then we speak to God in prayer. It should seem strange to us that so often 
God speaks to us in the Word, and then we pray to Him as if it were a 
completely different conversation, as if our words have nothing to do with 
what God has said to us. If you are looking for excellent guidance on this 
topic, I cannot direct you to a better book than Matthew Henry's book “A 
Method for Prayer,” which has been updated and edited in more modern 
language by O. Palmer Robertson, and is entitled A Way to Pray. It is full of 
prayer, and all the prayers are absolutely saturated with Scripture. In fact, the 
whole book is praying God's Word back to God. This way of praying 



underscores, of course, the importance of learning God's Word, and hiding it 
in our hearts so that we can pray it back to Him. The Scripture gives us the 
words to describe and praise our God, confess our sins to God, thank Him 
for His salvation, and make humble requests to Him. When you do your 
devotions, pray with the biblical text in front of you, and pray it back to 
God. 

Here are a few specific examples of what we are saying. Any time you 
find a promise (read “prophecy” here), turn that into a request. For instance, 
in Revelation 7:17, God promises to be our shepherd, guide us to springs of 
living waters, and wipe away every tear from our eyes. So, simply ask God 
to be your shepherd, guide you to springs of living waters, and wipe every 
tear away from your eyes. 

When God issues a command to you, turn that into a request for 
strength and guidance to obey that command. For instance, when you are 
reading the Ten Commandments, ask the Lord to help you to have no other 
god besides the one true God. Ask God to enable you to honor your father 
and your mother, and to give you specific opportunities wherein you might 
honor that commandment. 

When God simply tells us what He has been doing (this would be all 
the narrative parts of Scripture), turn that into a prayer of thanksgiving for 
God's mighty salvation that He has unleashed on the world, and especially 
on your behalf. For instance, when Jesus says, “It is finished,” you can thank 
the Lord that Jesus has finished the work of salvation. This becomes a bit 
more challenging when you are reading Joshua. However, do not forget that 
the story in Joshua is a foreshadowing of what Christ would do later. More 
than that, it is an organically connected part of the same story. In Joshua 
through Esther, God was bringing to pass all the events that would be needed 
for us to understand and appropriate Jesus' saving work for ourselves. 

Do not forget the Psalms as a way of praying to the Lord. The Psalms 
are mostly prayers. You can take that language lock, stock, and barrel into 
your prayer life, and it will be much richer for it. 

It seems to me that the thing we need most of all is encouragement to 
prayer. Prayer is tough to do. It is not just intuitive. Most of us do not like to 
pray. What is the least attended service of the church, if it even has one? The 
prayer service, of course. I confess I struggle with this area rather a lot. If we 
got back our Tuesday prayer service, how many would come? Very few. 



Why is it so hard to pray? The answer is simple: God is invisible to us. It 
makes sense to communicate with someone we can see, or at least hear 
through the telephone. It is much more difficult to communicate with 
someone when you can't see them or hear them face to face. Of course, we 
can hear God in His Word. But we still can't see God or hear Him directly. 
This makes conversation with God seem awkward. 

So what can help us get past our reluctance to pray? First of all, we 
need to remember that even if we can't see God, He can see and hear us. We 
are never bouncing our words off the ceiling, even when it feels like we are. 
God will always listen to the prayers of His children. Secondly, I am sure we 
can all point to times in our lives when God obviously answered our prayers. 
We need to remember those times. They are a great encouragement, and we 
should work hard never to forget them. 

Thirdly, we need to see from the Scriptures just how powerful our 
prayers really are. Here we must be careful. They are not powerful because 
of the strength of our faith. There are many people out there who think that 
prayers are answered when our faith is strong, and that if God doesn't answer 
our prayers, it is because we didn't believe it strongly enough. My friends, 
that is faith in faith, not faith in God. And it would not explain why God did 
not do what Paul requested of Him to remove the thorn in the flesh. Prayers 
are not powerful because of the strength of our faith. They are powerful 
because of the strength of the God to Whom we pray. Well, if our prayers are 
not strong in proportion to our faith, then what is the relationship of prayer 
to faith? Think of it like this: if faith is our connection to God, then prayer is 
making use of that connection to God. It is communication with the God in 
Whom we trust. 

We said that we need to understand how powerful our prayers are. We 
can see that quite clearly in our text. In verse 4, we see the prayers, along 
with the smoke of the purifying incense, rising before God. It is right after 
that, and because of that, that the angel fills the censer with fire from the 
altar and throws it down to the earth. In other words, there is a direct 
connection between our prayers and what happens in the world. God sends 
down fire in answer to our prayers. 

God calls us to be His people of prayer. Prayer is no more optional for 
the Christian life than communication with our spouses is optional. There is 
a word for a marriage where the husband and wife do not communicate: it's 



a dead marriage. How can we expect our Christian walk to flourish if we will 
not pray? How can we expect our church to grow if we will not pray? If you 
want to give your pastor a heart attack, go up to him and tell him that you 
and 30 other people want to start a regular prayer service, and would he join 
you? You would not believe what would happen to this church if it became a 
church of prayer. It is quite probable that the entire county would experience 
revival on a level that has never before happened. The Berlin Wall came 
down because of prayer. What walls will God bring down if we will but pray 
to Him?      


