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For anyone who has read the Bible, and certainly for anyone who has 
looked at the book of Exodus much, the ten plagues stand out as amazing 
miracles. The book of Exodus tells us that the purpose of these plagues was 
to bring judgment not only on Egypt and Egypt's rulers, but also on their 
gods. When I preached through the book of Exodus, we took a good look at 
how this worked. For instance, when God made the darkness, that was a 
defeat of the Egyptian sun god Ra. The plagues were specifically aimed at 
particular gods that the Egyptians worshiped. It was not just a battle between 
Egypt and God. It was a cosmic battle between good and evil, between God 
and the false gods of Egypt. One thing we also had an eye for in those 
sermons is how they looked forward to the trumpet judgments here in 
Revelation 8. It is not very difficult to see things like hail, blood, and 
darkness, and see the judgments being brought on those who do not believe 
in the Son of God, and come to the conclusion that here is the final version 
of the Exodus. All the false gods of the world are here defeated. God will 
therefore bring His people out of the ultimate Egypt, and bring them into the 
ultimate Promised Land. We cannot really understand this passage at all 
unless we listen with our Old Testament ears. 

However, it is not just a new Exodus that John is portraying here. It is 
also a new entrance into the promised land. You might remember that when 
Israel took the city of Jericho, there were trumpets there. Joshua 6 tells the 
story. Every day for six days, they marched around the city. On the seventh 
day, the people marched around the city seven times. At the end of that 
seventh time around, the priests would blow the trumpets, and the walls of 
the city would fall flat, and the people could go straight inside the city. The 
trumpets would be blown continuously during the six days, but only after the 
end of the seven times around on the seventh day. The trumpets meant 
judgment on the people of Jericho. In Revelation 8, there is a new Jericho 
that needs to be torn down: the city of man. Augustine told the entire history 
of the Bible as a tale of two cities; the city of God and the city of man. The 
city of God is mount Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, which we will see 
coming down out of heaven at the end of Revelation. However, before the 



heavenly Jerusalem can do that, the city of man must be leveled to the 
ground. The city of man stands for everyone and everything that sets itself 
up against the Lord and against His anointed, as Psalm 2 says. 

We need also to look at the context of chapter 7, and see how chapter 
8 fits in. Chapter 7 tells us who is worthy to stand before God on the day of 
judgment (and this answers the question of chapter 6). They are the ones 
clothed in white that has been washed in the blood of the Lamb. In the first 
part of chapter 8, we find the prayers of the saints that bring fire to the earth, 
because of the power of God Almighty. It is only logical now, that John sees 
the trumpets as an answer to prayer. That can still be true even if, as we shall 
argue, the trumpets do not come after the seals. The sequence of events is 
not always according to a time-table. It might be more thematic in 
Revelation. The Bible does not always tell us even historical things in 
chronological order, much less when it is apocalyptic and highly symbolic 
language. 

We briefly addressed the question about the trumpets and the seals in 
the last sermon. Do the trumpets come after the seals, or are they happening 
at the same time as the seals? We have seen that, most likely, the seals, 
trumpets, and bowls that will come later, are not sequential, such that we 
have 21 separate events. Rather, each cycle of 7 tells the same story from a 
slightly different perspective. We saw before that the seals are meant to 
protect the people of God. So, the 7 seals tells the story of the church from 
the first to the second coming from the perspective of what the people of 
God need. The 7 trumpets, on the other hand, tell the same story from the 
perspective of judgment on unbelievers. There is a warning implicit in this 
statement of judgment. This is what the end will look like. All the idols of 
today's people are not going to help one little bit. Let's take a closer look at 
these first two trumpets. 

The first trumpet results in hail and fire, mixed with blood. This is a 
very odd kind of thing. Hail, of course, is made of ice. So it seems strange 
that ice would be coming down at the same time as fire, and then blood on 
top of that. The construction here seems to suggest that the hail was mixed 
with blood, and the fire was mixed with blood. It is not certain that the hail 
and the fire were mixed, however. Hail, of course, hearkens back to the 
seventh plague of Egypt, which was an attack on the Egyptian gods Nut, 
Shu, Tefnut, Isis, and Set, who together were supposed to control the 



weather. Now, the plague in Revelation is far greater than the plague in 
Egypt, because the plague against Egypt was only directed against the land 
of Egypt, whereas this plague in Revelation is against the entire world. 

Here we have a serious case of “global warming,” given that a third of 
the earth was burned up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all green 
grass was burned up. We may like to think we can control the weather, but 
the reality is far different. The best we can do is predict the weather, and, as 
anyone knows, that isn't always very accurate either. The Revelation plague 
shows us finally who is in control of this universe. I'll give you a big hint: it 
isn't us.  

It seems very foolish, therefore, to believe that man is creating all this 
greenhouse gas effect, and thus creating global warming. The fact of the 
matter is that our chloro-fluorocarbons (usually abbreviated CFC's) have 
little to no effect on the earth's atmosphere compared with solar flares. The 
temperature of the earth is far more dependent on what the sun does than 
what man does. Several studies suggest that the earth was actually warmer in 
the mid 1800's than it is now. Furthermore, there is evidence that suggests 
that the earth is a better place to live when the temperature is warmer. In 
other words, mankind does not seriously affect the earth's atmosphere. 
Global warming is something invented by politicians to scare people into 
agreeing to have all their liberties taken away. Mind you, saying this does 
not mean that we should just trash our environment. It is always a good thing 
to cut down on pollution. But don't believe all the hype about global 
warming. If you need more evidence, then go to the Cornwall Alliance, and 
read the works of E. Calvin Beisner, and you will have all the tools you need 
to be satisfied in your mind about the global warming scare. God is in 
control, not man. And when the earth really warms up, as it will during this 
first trumpet, everyone will know it is God who did it, and not man. 

But why, may we ask, does everything go in thirds here? Why is it a 
third of the earth, and a third of the trees? This is a reference to Ezekiel 5. 
Here is what Ezekiel 5:1-4 says (God is speaking to Ezekiel here): “And 
you, O son of man, take a sharp sword. Use it as a barber's razor and pass it 
over your head and your beard. Then take balances for weighing and divide 
the hair. A third part you shall burn in the fire in the midst of the city, when 
the days of the siege are completed. And a third part you shall take and strike 
with the sword all around the city. And a third part you shall scatter to the 



wind, and I will unsheathe the sword after them. And you shall take from 
these a small number and bind them in the skirts of your robe. And of these 
again you shall take some and cast them into the midst of the fire and burn 
them in the fire. From there a fire will come out into all the house of Israel.” 
The prophet Ezekiel is supposed to enact a parable about how judgment will 
come on the people of Israel. A third of the people will die in the city. 
Another third will die outside the city. The last third will be scattered all 
over the place. There is a remnant, but even some of the remnant will wind 
up dying. Now, Ezekiel was talking about people, whereas Revelation 8 is 
talking about the earth. However, the judgment is coming on the earth in 
such a way that it is people who will be the most affected. 

This plague in Revelation was predicted in the book of Ezekiel. In the 
chapters about God and Magog, we find this (38:22): “With pestilence and 
bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will rain upon him and 
his hordes and the many peoples who are with him torrential rains and 
hailstones, fire and sulfur.” There we have hail, fire, and ice all combined 
together in a context of judgment. What I hope we can see is that Revelation 
here is tying together a lot of different threads from the Old Testament. We 
have the plague from Exodus, the judgment on Jericho from Joshua 6, the 
idea of thirds from Ezekiel 5, and the exact prediction of this plague from 
Ezekiel 38. 

The second trumpet starts with vague language. John sees “something 
like” a great mountain. Many time in the Bible when a prophet receives a 
vision, the vision is hard to put into words. We see this the most in the vision 
that Ezekiel has of the chariots and the wheels within wheels. Ezekiel 
chapter 1 is full of words that make the vision seem a bit vague and unclear. 
Words such as “like, similar to, as it were” are all over Ezekiel 1. Probably 
John is referencing Ezekiel 1, as he has already taken much from the book of 
Ezekiel, and will continue to do so. 

The second trumpet continues the tying up of threads from the Old 
Testament. Where do we find the idea of the great mountain? It sounds a lot 
like the visions of Daniel, where a mountain grows from a small stone, and 
that mountain crushes the image made of iron, bronze, clay, silver and gold. 
In Revelation, this mountain is on fire. There we have an echo of Mount 
Sinai, the pre-eminent “mountain on fire.” Mount Sinai means law. The law 
points to the burning holiness of our God. It is not too much of a stretch here 



to say that it is the law that will crush unbelievers on the day of judgment, 
for the law will expose all the deeds done in darkness. 

This mountain is thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea becomes 
blood. Here again, we see the principle of thirds coming into play. A third of 
the creatures of the sea die, and a third of the ships are destroyed. In addition 
to hearkening back to Ezekiel 5, these “thirds” tell us that the judgment here 
is limited. It is not full judgment yet. Of course, water turning into blood 
recalls the first plague against Egypt. The first plague against Egypt was 
against the Egyptians gods Osiris, god of the Nile; Nu, god of life in the 
Nile, and Hopi, god of fertility and life (as imaged by the annual flood 
bringing life to Egypt). If the first trumpet brings judgment against the land, 
the second trumpet brings judgment against the sea. This seriously affects 
the trade that can happen. Don't forget that the Western world at the time 
Revelation was written, lived around the Mediterranean Sea. The Sea was 
essential as the main avenue of commerce and trade. So here, it becomes 
clear that the judgment is ultimately against the god of the pocket-book. In 
Revelation 18, the merchants of the world mourn for the fall of Babylon, 
because they will no longer be able to do any trade with her. We see the 
beginning of that judgment here in chapter 8. 

To summarize the main message of these two trumpets, then, we can 
say that they are both about idols that we manufacture. The first idol that the 
first trumpet demolishes is the idol that we think we are in charge of the 
weather, and of the whole world, for that matter. The second trumpet attacks 
the idol of money. If we trust in these idols, then we need to know that they 
are going to be absolutely destroyed. They are no bulwark against the wrath 
of God against sin. 

The only bulwark that will stand up to the wrath of God is the shed 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. In terms of these two trumpets, know that 
Jesus has complete control over the wind and the waves. Remember the 
nature miracles in the gospels. He can speak a word, and the wind and the 
waves obey Him. He is the true Lord over all creation. It isn't us, it's Him. 

Also, Jesus Christ owns everything in the universe. That makes Him 
far richer than all the wealth of this world combined could possibly make 
anyone, even if it were all given to just one person. The amazing thing is that 
Jesus has promised to share that amazing wealth with us, His people. Do not 
put your trust in mankind, or in money. Put your trust in the Lord Jesus 



Christ.          


