
Mk. 11:1-11  “Hosanna in the Highest”

For the Children: Have you ever watched a “coronation” on TV, or seen pictures of one in a magazine?  In a 
coronation, a king or queen takes part of a special ceremony, as the reign of that ruler begins.  It is usually quite a show 
– with expensive royal clothes, horses, carriages, soldiers, cathedrals and choirs.  But the Lord Jesus did not need that 
kind of coronation.  Remember, when He was born, it was in a very humble way, in a stable in a small town.  The King 
of All came to do a very humble thing in Jerusalem: to die on a cross like a criminal, for our sins.  He entered Jerusalem 
in a humble way, too, on a donkey.  In that way He showed His people that He came humbly depending on His Father to 
do His great work of saving us from our sins.  Questions: Mention some OT verses fulfilled in this “Triumphal Entry.” 
What kind of King do you think the people wanted at that time?  What kind of King was needed to save us from sin? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: The King Commandeers His Ride
• The Lord has Need of It: Even if the Lord had made a prior arrangement to pick up the colt, the wording still 

implies royal prerogative – “The Lord has need of it.”  Israel’s kings had the authority to commandeer a 
donkey to ride.

• The OT Background: This incident fulfills many OT prophecies about the coming of the Messianic King. 
Zech. 9:9 regarding the King coming humbly, mounted on a donkey’s colt, causing Israel to rejoice – Israel’s 
kings were not to acquire horses/worldly power (Dt. 17:10); also Zech. 14:1-9 re the Mt. of Olives.  The colt 
had to be one never ridden before, for things used for holy use had to be “fresh” (Num. 19:2, Dt. 21;3, 2 Sam. 
6.  Gen. 49:8-12 foretold a descendant of Judah tying up a donkey’s colt.  Gen. 49:10 also refers to Messiah’s 
‘coming” (as in Dan. 7:13, Ps. 118:26.

Second Point: The King Rides in to His City
• A Good use for Coats: The strewing of coats on the ground and for a saddle for the Lord suggests a royal 

procession, similar to that of Jehu in 2 Kgs. 9:13.

• A Good use for Branches: The strewing of palm leaves may indicate that this took place a few months before 
the Passover, at the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev. 23;40; Neh. 8:15).  If so, the idea would be that Jesus was 
bringing a great deliverance to Israel – for that is what the Feast celebrated .

• The Highest Hosanna: At the Feast of Tabernacles (but also at the Passover), pilgrims often sang the “Psalms 
of Ascent,” such as Ps. 118.  Here the crowd quotes from Ps. 118:26 (Mk. 11:9).  “Hosanna” means “Lord, 
save us now!”  That cry, along with v. 10, suggests that the people hoped Christ was the promised King, come 
to restore the House of David.  But Jn. 12:16 shows that they did not really understand who He was – not even 
the disciples realized at that time.  Since we do know, we should treat Him as Lord and Saviour, in all of life.

Third Point: The King Surveys His House
• Entering the Temple: The excitement dissipates suddenly, as the Lord goes to investigate His house, the 

Temple.  He “looked around at everything:” – a thorough investigation.  Then He left for Bethany.  See Mal. 
3:1.

• A House in Disrepair: What the Lord found in His House was grievous.  The Jewish leaders had turned it into a 
Den of Robbers.  This was perhaps foreshadowed by the name of the towns, “Bethphage’ (House of Unripe 
Figs”) and Bethany (“House of Sorrows”).  The sorrow of Israel’s apostasy led afterwards to the Lord’s acted-
parable of the cursing of the fig tree, the cleaning of the Temple and the altercations with the leaders that 
culminated in the sorrow of the cross.  Yet the sorrow of the cross was turned to a triumph even greater than 
the Triumphal Entry!   Ezk. 11:23 foretells the shift of God’s glory from the Temple to Christ on the Mt. of 
Olives.

Conclusion:


