
   EXPOSITION OF MATTHEW                                          p. 23 

 

Message #9                    Matthew 5:1-2 

 

The Sermon on the Mount is perhaps “the” most famous sermon in the entire Bible.  But the sad 

reality is it has been totally misinterpreted and misunderstood.  I had a woman tell me, based on 

this passage, that if we don’t forgive others, we won’t be forgiven and go to heaven (Matt. 6:14-

15).  I have had several people suggest we never have a right to judge anyone or else we will be 

judged and condemned (Matt. 7:1).  I had one person tell me that they were striving for real 

purity of heart and expected to see God because of it (Matt. 5:8).  Some groups have used this 

sermon as a basis for non-military service and pacifism.  Such thinking says we are to turn the 

other cheek and never retaliate and love our enemies (Matt. 5:37-43).  All of these conclusions 

came from Matthew 5-7 and all of them were wrong applications. 

 

Think for a moment of the context of this.  As chapter 4 comes to an end, we find that Jesus 

Christ has been preaching “the gospel of the kingdom” to Israel in various synagogues and 

offering Himself as her King.  Christ is the “at hand” King who was ready to lead Israel to her 

Kingdom.  He has been doing spectacular and miraculous things that unequivocally prove He is 

the King and tremendous crowds were following Him.  The criteria that Christ presents to 

Israel, in order for Him to establish a kingdom in which He reigns as her King, is Israel’s 

repentance (4:17).  The problem is Israel did not think she needed to repent of anything.  Most 

of the Jewish people assumed that they were entitled to enter a righteous kingdom, which 

featured her own righteous King because they were physically related to Abraham.  Therefore 

Jesus needed to set the record straight and show Israel that she did not have the necessary 

righteousness to get into the Kingdom, a Kingdom that will feature total righteousness because 

the righteous King of Kings is reigning (Matt. 5:20).  Unless Israel would humbly accept Him as 

a little child, she would not enter the Kingdom (Matt. 18:3-4). 

 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #1 – The actual expression “Sermon on the Mount” is  

                                                                            not found anywhere in Scripture. 

 

If we look carefully at Matthew 5:1-2, we could legitimately say that these were verbal teach-

ings that the King gave to His disciples while He was sitting down up on a mountain. 

 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #2 – The instruction Christ gives to Israel as her King is   

                                                                            legal and given in the context of Kingdom Law. 

                                                                            Matt. 5:17-19 

 

These are legal requirements of righteousness that would be necessary for an Israelite to get into 

the Kingdom (Matt. 5:20).  This text is not designed to convict the world of its sin; it is designed 

to show Israel that she does not have the necessary requirements to get into her righteous 

Kingdom.  Psalm 72 describes a righteousness that will exist in Israel when the King reigns and 

that Kingdom righteousness is spelled out right here in Matthew 5-7. 
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INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #3 – The N.T. Gospel of  grace  is nowhere to be found 

                                                                            in this discourse. 

 

This is not a discussion of what lost people must do to go to heaven.  There is no mention of 

the cross of Christ; there is no mention of His shed blood and there is no mention of justification 

or redemption. 

 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #4 – The N.T.  Church  is nowhere to be seen or found 

                                                                            in this passage. 

 

We must ask why would Jesus Christ, when He is presenting Himself as King to Israel, suddenly 

sit down on a mountain and start discussing the Church Age and the Christian life.  If this were a 

discourse on how to live the Christian life, why does He tell His disciples not to go in the way of 

the Gentiles (Matt. 10:5)?  A point that is so often overlooked in this book is that Christ will not 

even predict the Church Age will come in the future until Matthew 16:18.  Someone has wisely 

said although this sermon is not addressed to us, it, as in the case of all Scripture, is for us and 

there are some wonderful applications we can draw out of this passage. 

 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #5 – This instruction is not given so  societies  can be  

                                                                            improved and become nicer places to live. 

 

Jesus did not give this discourse so He could sociologically change the world. 

 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #6 – Any true application of this sermon for the Church 

                                                                            must be secondary,  not  a primary application. 

 

A primary application for the Church would mean that this Sermon on the Mount is designed to 

be applied word-for-word by the child of God who lives in the Grace Age today.  A secondary 

application for the Church means that there are lessons and principles which we may draw from 

this passage; but it is a passage addressed word-for-word to the Jew in view of His coming 

Kingdom, long before the cross.  When you read this text in Matthew there are three warnings 

challenging the Jews not to do certain things or they are in danger of hell (Matt. 5:22: 29-30).  

Now we know in this Grace Age that whoever believes on Christ will never be condemned. 

 

INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATION #7 – Although this is about Israel’s Kingdom, there are  

                                                                            some wonderful  applications  we may make. 

 

For example, in any dispensation it is always the poor in spirit and the humble, not the proud, 

who are blessed.  The Holy Spirit works in our lives to make us humble, righteous people who 

depend on God.  We will be able to apply many things to our own lives as we journey through 

this sermon. 
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J. Vernon McGee said we may analyze the discourse in the following way: 

 

1) Relationship of the subjects of the Kingdom to  self .  Matt. 5:1-16 

2) Relationship of the subjects of the Kingdom to  law .  Matt. 5:17-48 

3) Relationship of the subjects of the Kingdom to  God .  Matt. 6 

4) Relationship of the subjects of the Kingdom to  others .  Matt. 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


